
LONDON: The runaway favorite to become
Britain’s next prime minister yesterday vowed to
push for an EU trade deal that limited immigra-
tion, as her most high-profile challenger strug-
gled to brush off claims of treachery. “The Brexit
vote gave us a very clear message that we could-
n’t allow free movement (of people) to continue
as it had,” interior minister Theresa May said of
last week’s stunning decision to leave the
European Union. “It’s important we get the right
deal about controlling free movement, but it’s
also about ensuring that we get the best deal
possible on the trade of goods and services,”
May, who campaigned to stay in the bloc, told
ITV political show “Peston on Sunday”.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel has insist-

ed that a British trade deal would have to include
freedom of movement, but French finance minis-
ter Michel Sapin later said that all issues were “on
the table”. May said she would seek to “guaran-
tee” that EU nationals already in Britain would be
protected by any change in the immigration law,
and said there was “no timescale” for leaving the
union. “This is not about the UK retreating, this is
about the UK going centre stage in the world,”
she added.

May is polling around 30 points higher than
closest challenger Michael Gove among
Conservative Party members, who will decide
Cameron’s successor, according to an ICM survey
published in the Sun on Sunday. She has the
strong backing of the party’s MPs, who will whit-

tle the five candidates down to two, but insisted
it was in the best interest of the party that “there
should be a contest” rather than a coronation.
However, she once again ruled out holding
another general election before 2020.

‘Political Psychopath’ 
Former education minister Michael Gove was

expected to be her stiffest opponent, but
appears to have alienated MPs over his last-
minute withdrawal of support for close referen-
dum ally Boris Johnson in order to launch his
own bid. “I love my country, I could not recom-
mend that Boris be prime minister,” he told BBC’s
Andrew Marr show on Sunday, when faced with
accusations that he had knifed his friend in the
back. “He was not the man and this was not the
time.” he said of Johnson, who decided to pull his
bid following Gove’s defection.

Johnson’s sister Rachel wrote in the Mail on
Sunday that Gove had “knifed Boris Johnson in
the back and in the front, pushed him under a
bus, ran over him several times and then
declared he was running for the leadership him-
self,” calling him a “political psychopath”. Gove’s
waning popularity has opened the way for Brexit
campaigner Angela Leadsom to become the
main challenger, but she also woke up to difficult
headlines after it was revealed she had said in
2013 that leaving the EU would be a “disaster”.

Energy minister Leadsom, who has now over-
taken Gove with the bookmakers, told the BBC
she changed her mind when it became “very
clear that the EU is just not reformable”. She
called May “a superb candidate” but argued that
the country needed to be led by “someone who
fervently believes and understands the opportu-
nities of leaving the EU”, and who would “get on
with” the process of leaving the bloc. 

Both main parties are gripped by turmoil, and
embattled opposition leader Jeremy Corbyn yes-
terday warned rebelling Labour MPs that his
grassroots supporters would oppose any
attempts to unseat him. Corbyn has the crucial
backing of the unions and was elected last year
in a landslide by ordinary Labour party members,
but last week lost a no-confidence vote of party
MPs by 172 to 40. “I am ready to reach out to
Labour MPs who didn’t accept my election and
oppose my leadership,” he wrote in the Sunday
Mirror. “But they also need to respect the democ-
racy of our party and the views of Labour’s mem-
bership, which has increased by more than
60,000 in the past week alone.”  — AFP 
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BELFAST: Protestant unionists are queuing for Irish
passports in Belfast and once quiet Catholic national-
ists are openly campaigning for a united Ireland, signs
of deep shifts in the United Kingdom’s most troubled
province since Britain voted to leave the EU. Eighteen
years after a peace deal ended decades of fighting
between mainly Catholic nationalists who favour a
united Ireland and mainly Protestant unionists who
favor remaining part of the United Kingdom, Britain’s
Brexit vote is making people on both sides of the
divide in Northern Ireland think the unthinkable.

Northern Ireland, like neighboring Scotland, voted
to stay in the European Union, with 56 pecent in favor,
even though Britain as a whole voted to leave the bloc.
“I was always a ‘small u’ unionist. But I could not in all
good conscience say I could vote for Northern Ireland
to remain a member of the United Kingdom,” said
Christopher Woodhouse, a 25-year-old from Belfast. “I
am softening to the idea of Irish unity, purely on eco-
nomic issues,” he said. “I am a European.”

For years, a firm majority of people in Northern
Ireland - many Catholics as well  as nearly all
Protestants - have favored continuing as part of the
United Kingdom, drawn to the status quo as a guar-
antee of stability and prosperity. But that has been
jeopardized at a stroke by the prospect that Britain
could quit the European Union and Scotland break
away from the United Kingdom. The Brexit referen-

dum suggests a new center ground could form of
people from both faith communities who fear the
economic uncertainty of leaving the EU. “People are
saying for the first time in their life they would vote
for united Ireland, having never contemplated it
before,” said Steven Agnew, the leader of the Green
Party in Northern Ireland.

Cornerstone of Peace
The membership of both Ireland and Britain in the

European Union was a cornerstone of the 1998 agree-
ment that ended the fighting over whether the pre-
dominately Protestant six counties of northeast Ireland
should be British or Irish. EU rules ensure free trade
and travel, and allow British or Irish citizens to work,
claim benefits and be treated in hospitals in either
country. People living on either side of the border may
hold either passport or both, with little practical effect
on how they are treated by either state.

Although Northern Irish citizens are entitled to
passports from Ireland, many unionists would not
apply for them. But there were several unionists in a
queue seeking Irish passport application forms at the
main post office in Belfast this week. One said she was
shocked and disappointed by the Brexit vote, and saw
an Irish passport as the only way to retain her EU citi-
zenship. None would give their names, as applying for
an Irish passport can be controversial among unionists.

Costs of Leaving
Quitting the EU would have direct costs on a poor

province that relies on it more than other parts of the
United Kingdom. Northern Ireland’s largest bank, Ulster
Bank, said uncertainty around the terms for Britain’s exit
from the EU could make Northern Ireland a “no-go zone”
for some foreign direct investment. Brexit could cause
lower growth, higher unemployment and cutbacks in
government spending. “My stomach is churning at all
that’s happening,” said Robert McClenaghan, an Irish
Republican Army member turned community worker,
describing the potential loss of hundreds of millions of
euros of EU funds for former militants, victims groups,
and cross-community youth work. “We are in danger of
a return to conflict - at a low intensity level - if those
funds are taken away,” he said.

Many believe the biggest threat to the peace would
be the appearance of some kind of border checks. The
huge military checkpoints that dotted the border were
dismantled in the wake of the peace deal. Pro-Brexit
politicians have said the Irish frontier would remain
open once Britain leaves the EU, but Remain supporters
say this would be impossible if Britain wants to limit
migration from EU countries whose nationals are free to
enter Ireland.

“If they put a border up, the dissidents will blow it
up,” said Sid Johnson, a 68-year-old unionist Leave voter
shopping on Belfast’s Shankill Road. If the police are

forced to send in armed men to defend the posts, he
said, escalation could be swift. Under the peace deal, the
largest nationalist party, Sinn Fein, co-rules the province
with the unionist DUP, which campaigned for Britain to
leave the EU. Sinn Fein’s party chairman pounced on the
Brexit vote, saying it meant Britain had “forfeited any
mandate to represent the interests of people here”.

The party later cooled its rhetoric, with Deputy First
Minister Martin McGuinness saying a united Ireland ref-
erendum should be held “at some stage in the future”.
The party this week held the first of a series of rallies for
a united Ireland. A united Ireland has been the cher-
ished dream of Irish nationalists since Northern Ireland
was formed by Britain to protect the large Protestant
community in the island’s northeast from the Catholic
dominated state formed to the south in 1921.

More than 3,600 people died in fighting between
the late 1960s and late 1990s, between Catholics who
said they were denied basic human rights and wanted
to join Ireland and Protestants defending the union with
Britain. Under the 1998 peace deal, the British govern-
ment was given the power to call a referendum if it
appears likely a majority of those voting would seek to
form part of a united Ireland. While higher birth rates
among Catholics suggest they will become the majority
in Northern Ireland within a generation, opinion polls
have consistently shown as many as half of Catholics still
favored the stability of the United Kingdom. — Reuters 

LONDON: Sadness, insomnia, frustration
and confusion: The Brexit blues have
gripped many European Union supporters
since Britain’s shock decision to leave the
bloc last week.  “I would say I am currently
suffering from anxiety and/or depression,”
EU backer Mick Watson, 41, told AFP.  “I
hadn’t felt anything like this before Friday’s
referendum result. I am worried, very wor-
ried.  I am constantly online, my work and
home life has suffered. I feel like my way of
life is threatened and that’s scary,” added the
University of Edinburgh researcher.

The seismic vote has forced Britain to
recognize the deep divisions within its soci-
ety, a profound realization that heralds a
turbulent and uncertain future. Around 17.4
million people voted to leave the EU, while
16.1 million voted to stay, leaving huge
numbers fearful of life outside the bloc.
“Our reactions are multiple. The first is shock
and a sense of betrayal felt by Remain vot-
ers, many of whom feel that they no longer
recognize the UK they live in,” explained Jay
Watts, of Queen Mary University of London.
“It has shattered people’s sense of what
British values are.”

‘Worse than Divorce’ 
Brexit proponents argue it is similar feel-

ings of alienation and powerlessness -
ignored for decades - that saw so many
working class communities voting to leave
the EU, and resent the blame cast upon
them.  “Many Leave voters feel at times
angry that they are being rubbished as ill-
informed and racist,” she said. “The main
emotion for everyone is uncertainty.” Remain
supporters have compared the trauma to a

relationship breakdown, or a death in the
family. “The main feeling is of irreversibility,
so in that sense its worse than a divorce, and
more like an avoidable death,” explained Will
Davies, from Goldsmiths, University of
London “It feels like a terrible accident, that
should have been foreseen and should have
been prevented.”

British-US actor David Schaal, star of “The
Inbetweeners” and “The Office,” said the
result had triggered a bout of introspection.
“I am waking up in the night, worried about
the future of the country and how I person-
ally fit in,” he told AFP. “This isn’t just a vote
about coming out of Europe, it’s a vote
about our national identity. It’s a sense of
grief. A sense of loss of our tolerance and
fairness for which I believe Britain used to
stand for,” he added.

Some have turned to gallows humor to
express their anxieties on social media. “For
the first time EVER I am working in my pyja-
mas. I think I have #brexitblues,” wrote
Twitter user Lucy Mann. “Resisted tempta-
tion to hug my Polish delivery driver and tell
him I still love him. #BrexitBlues,” added
Charlotte Day. 

Physical Symptoms 
The fog of depression has also consumed

immigrants, crippled by doubts about their
adopted country, whose arms suddenly do
not appear to be as open. “I swing between
depression, anger, sadness, worry and hope,”
Aurore Valantin, a 37-year-old French blog-
ger based in Worthing on England’s south
coast, wrote on her blog “Croqlife”. “I have
very close friends that actually have physical
and psychological symptoms.   — AFP 

Britain dealt a dose
of the Brexit blues

PARIS: This file photo taken on Nov 22, 2012 shows former French Prime Minister
Michel Rocard posing during an interview. — AFP.  

PARIS: Former French Socialist prime minister
Michel Rocard, hailed a “visionary statesman”,
died Saturday aged 85 his son Francis told AFP.
Rocard served as prime minister for three years
from mid-1988 under Francois Mitterrand, the
two-term Socialist president who led the coun-
try from 1981 to 1995. Mitterrand appointed
Rocard to succeed future centre right president
Jacques Chirac after a period of unprecedented
left-right “cohabitation”. Rocard, noted for his
pro-European stance, died in a Paris hospital,
said his son Francis Rocard, an astrophysicist.
President Francois Hollande paid tribute to a
man he called “a great figure of the Republic
and of the Left.”

‘Visionary Statesman’ 
Current Prime Minister Manuel Valls spoke

of his “great sadness” at the loss of a “visionary
statesman.” Party grandees queued up to
praise Rocard’s role in re-shaping the French
Left over the past five decades. Party first secre-
tary, Jean-Christophe Cambadelis, indicated
that “it is a part of ourselves which dies with
Michel,” but added: “We shall continue your
battles.” In describing Rocard as a “man of con-
viction,” former party leader Martine Aubry said
the PS and the French Left “has lost one of its
great figures and many of us feel profound sad-
ness.” Minister of Finance Michel Sapin also
paid tribute, saying that “Michel Rocard was
able to reconcile the Left with the economy
and establish a fruitful dialogue between the
Left and business.” Sapin described Rocard’s
passing as “an immense loss.” 

‘Agile Mind’ 
On the political right, former president

Nicolas Sarkozy, hailed Rocard’s rejection of
sectarianism and his “statesmanship” while
former rightwing prime minister Alain Juppe
recalled his “agile mind, historical perspec-
tive, his appetite for debate without conces-
sion but without sectarianism”. Born on
August 23, 1930 in the Parisian suburb of
Courbevoie, Rocard attended the elite
National School of Administration ENA,
eventually carving out a high-flying political
career in a revamped and modernized
Socialist Party under Mitterrand.

Rocard became leader of the then United
Socialist Party in 1967 as the French Left bat-
tled for unity between traditionalists and
modernizers and two years later stood for
the presidency. But he obtained just 3.5 per-
cent to exit in the first round beaten by two
hard Left fellow candidates who also fell by
the wayside as conservative Georges
Pompidou triumphed two months after the
resignation of Charles De Gaulle. Rocard
served several terms as a lawmaker for the
Yvelines region on the outskirts of Paris and
17 years as mayor of the town of Conflans-
Sainte-Honorine.

In 1974, he joined Mitterrand’s newly-
founded Socialist Party (PS) and soon
became a vocal critic of the traditional left.
He decided not to stand in Mitterrand’s way
as the latter successfully won a second term
in 1988, after which he was appointed pre-
mier. Rocard served in the post for three
years before being “fired” as he saw it. While
in the top government job, Rocard signed a
landmark auto-determination agreement
ending unrest in the French Pacific Ocean
archipelago of New Caledonia.  — AFP 

Former French PM 
Rocard dies aged 85

Brexit vote makes united Ireland suddenly thinkable

LONDON: British Conservative party leadership candidate Andrea Leadsom speaks to
members of the media as she arrives at the BBC television center to appear on “The
Andrew Marr Show” yesterday. — AFP 

Immigration control vital for EU 
deal: UK leadership frontrunner
Top candidates differ on how quickly to start Brexit talks

JERUSALEM: Elie Wiesel, the
Holocaust survivor, writer and Nobel
peace laureate who worked to keep
alive the memory of Jews slaughtered
during World War II, has died aged 87.
Wiesel, a Romanian-born US citizen,
was perhaps best known for his mem-
oir “Night” detailing his experiences in
the Auschwitz concentration camp. He
won the Nobel peace prize in 1986,
when he was described as having
“made it his life’s work to bear witness
to the genocide committed by the
Nazis during World War II”.

Once known as “the world’s leading
spokesman on the Holocaust,” Wiesel
died at his home in Manhattan on
Saturday, the New York Times report-
ed. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, who reportedly tried to
convince Wiesel to run for president in
2014, called him “an exemplar of
humanity”. “Elie, a master of words,
expressed in his unique personality
and fascinating books the victory of
human spirit over cruelty and evil,” the
premier said in a statement. “In the
darkness of the Holocaust, in which six
million of our brothers and sisters per-
ished, Elie Wiesel was a beacon of light
and an exemplar of humanity that
believes in man’s good.”

Born Eliezer Wiesel on Sept 30,
1928, the Nobel prize winner grew up
in a small town in Romania. His parents
raised him and his three sisters in a
Jewish community, until they were all

detained during the Holocaust when
he was a teenager. His mother and
younger sister were killed in the gas
chamber at Auschwitz, according to his
biography. His father died of dysentery
and starvation at Buchenwald, where
Wiesel was freed by US soldiers at the
age of 17. He was reunited with his two
older sisters in France, and eventually
studied at the Sorbonne in Paris.
French President Francois Hollande
said his country “salutes the memory of
a great humanist” and a “tireless advo-
cate of peace”.

‘Giant of All Humanity’ 
Wiesel travelled back to

Auschwitz in 2006 with US talk show
host Oprah Winfrey. He also accom-
panied US President Barack Obama
and German Chancellor Angela
Merkel on a tour of the Buchenwald
camp. “After we walked together
among the barbed wire and guard
towers of Buchenwald... Elie spoke
words I’ve never forgotten - ‘Memory
has become a sacred duty of all peo-
ple of goodwill,’” Obama said
Saturday. “Elie was not just the

world’s most prominent Holocaust
survivor, he was a living memorial.
“His life, and the power of his exam-
ple, urges us to be better.”

Wiesel’s internationally acclaimed
“Night” was published in 1956 and
has been translated into more than
30 languages. It was later expanded
into a trilogy with “Dawn” and “Day”.
Accepting the Nobel peace prize, he
said the award “both frightens and
pleases me. It frightens me because I
wonder: Do I have the right to repre-
sent the multitudes who have per-
ished? Do I have the right to accept
this great honor on their behalf? I do
not. That would be presumptuous.
No one may speak for the dead, no
one may interpret their mutilated
dreams and visions.”

While Wiesel’s focus was the
Holocaust and the plight of the
Jewish people, he was also a rights
activist and a professor of Judaic
studies and the humanities. Michael
Zank, director of the Elie Wiesel
Center for Jewish Studies at Boston
University, where Wiesel taught for
nearly 40 years, said staff were heart-
broken at his passing. Soon after he
won the Nobel prize, Wiesel and his
wife Marion founded The Elie Wiesel
Foundation for Humanity with a mis-
sion to “combat indifference, intoler-
ance and injustice through interna-
tional dialogue and youth-focused
programs.” — AFP 

Nobel laureate, Holocaust 
survivor Elie Wiesel dies

NEW YORK: This Jan 24, 2005 file photo shows US author and
Nobel Peace Prize recipient Elie Wiesel addressing the United
Nations General Assembly. — AFP 


