
URSOON, Pakistan: Overnight flash
floods killed at least 43 people in north-
ern Pakistan, the majority in a remote vil-
lage that did not receive an evacuation
warning before the waters hit washing
away most of the settlement, officials said
yesterday. The heavy monsoon rains
began late Saturday and were concentrat-
ed mainly in the northwestern province of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, which has been
badly affected by flooding in recent years
that some scientists have linked to cli-
mate change.

The worst hit district was Chitral, on
the country’s northwest border with
Afghanistan, where the flood waters killed
41 people in the village of Ursoon near
the Afghan border, which is home to
some 100 families, district mayor
Maghfirat Shah told AFP. Eighty-two
homes in the village were affected by the
waters, a rescue services statement said,
with some of them swept away, along
with a mosque and an army post.

“Sixteen of the dead were offering
prayers in the mosque when it was
swept away by the flood,” said Latifur
Rehman, a spokesman for the provincial
disaster management authority. At least
eight of the victims were soldiers, and
another eight bodies were swept over
the border into Afghanistan, senior local
official Osama Waraich said. Rehman said
a military-led rescue and relief operation
was now underway, with helicopters
being used to reach the affected people
and provide them with tents, food and
medical aid.

Falah-i-Insaniat Foundation, the chari-
table wing of the banned Lashkar-e-Taiba
militant group, were among the first at
the scene providing relief. An AFP
reporter in Ursoon said survivors who had
lost their homes were waiting for aid
under open skies surrounded by mud and
debris where their village once stood.
Nearby villages had received flood warn-
ings from the local authorities, but Ursoon
was not alerted in time, the reporter said.

Separately, two Chinese engineers
were killed and five Pakistani workers
injured when the heavy rains caused the
roof of a construction site to collapse at
Tarbela Dam, also in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province, Rehman said.

Deadly Rains 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif ’s office

issued a statement expressing his grief
and sorrow. Heavy rains and flash flood
claim many victims each year, with poorly
built homes across the country, particular-
ly in rural areas, susceptible to collapse
during the annual spring and monsoon

rains in July-August. In April rains and
landslides killed 127 people in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, the Gilgit-Baltistan region
and Pakistani Kashmir.

During the rainy season last summer,
torrential downpours and flooding killed
81 people and affected almost 300,000
across the country. The worst flooding in
recent times occurred in 2010 and cov-
ered almost a fifth of the country’s total
land mass. Nearly 2,000 people were
killed, 20 million affected and huge tracts
of prime farmland destroyed. Rapid
deforestation brought about by decades
of illegal logging in the country’s north
and the growth of farming along the river
Indus in the south is believed by experts
to have exacerbated the effects of the
annual floods.

Energy-starved Pakistan relies on a
multitude of dams and barrages to pre-
vent Himalayan rivers from flooding and
help meet its power needs, but some aca-
demics believe the slowing of rivers due
to the structures mean that silt accumu-
lates, decreasing their capacity. A
research paper commissioned by conser-
vation group WWF and published in 2000
looked at various countries, and warned
of similar consequences. It noted the
drainage of wetlands as well as deforesta-
tion associated with dams led to a loss of
natural “sponges” to absorb flood waters
during rainy season. 

Meanwhile, at least 40 people were
feared dead following a downpour that
triggered flash floods and landslides in
northern Indian Uttarakhand state over
the weekend, a state official said. Several
more people were stil l  missing, a
spokesman at the state chief minister’s
office, Om Prakash Sati, said yesterday,
with remote Chamoli and Pithoragarh
being the worst affected districts in the
state. The state has so far confirmed 18
deaths, of whom 15 were from
Pithoragarh. The official toll was expect-
ed to rise.

Thousands were feared stranded as
landslides blocked hundreds of roads. The
state authorities have asked people in low
lying areas to evacuate as a precautionary
measure, he said. Relief operations are
under way, but incessant rains have ham-
pered efforts and raised fears of flooding
as rivers were close to their danger levels,
Sati said. “There is no need to panic,”
Uttarakhand’s chief minister Harish Rawat
told reporters, adding, more teams from
the state, central authorities, and other
relief forces have all been kept on high
alert as a precautionary measure. Several
damaged roads have also been repaired,
Rawat said. — Agencies

DHAKA: Bangladesh said yesterday the attackers
who slaughtered 20 hostages at a restaurant in
Dhaka were well-educated followers of a home-
grown militant outfit who found extremism “fash-
ionable”, denying links to the Islamic State group. As
the country began two days of mourning for vic-
tims, details have emerged of how the assailants
spared the lives of Muslims while herding foreigners
to their deaths.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina vowed to drag
Bangladesh back from the brink, warning of a con-
certed bid to turn one of the world’s most populous
nations into a failed state, while her government has
continued to deny links between the assault and
international jihadist networks. The Islamic State
group claimed responsibility for the attack, saying it
had targeted a gathering of “citizens of crusader
states” at the Western-style cafe on Friday night.

But Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan told AFP
the killers - six of whom were shot dead in the siege -
were members of the homegrown militant outfit
Jamaeytul Mujahdeen Bangladesh (JMB), a group
banned over a decade ago. “They have no connec-
tions with the Islamic State,” Khan said. National
police chief Shahidul Hoque told reporters that
investigators would explore the possibility of “an
international link” but added that “primarily, we sus-
pect they are JMB members”.

Police released photographs of the bodies of five
attackers, along with their first names: Akash,
Badhon, Bikash, Don and Ripon. The Amaq news
agency, affiliated with IS, also published photos of
five smiling young men, each holding what appear
to be assault rifles and posing in front of a black IS
flag, and identified them as the restaurant attackers,
according to the SITE Intelligence Service, which
monitors jihadi online activity. The men in those pho-
tographs appeared to match the bodies shown in
police images of the dead assailants in the restaurant
after the hostage crisis ended. Amaq identified the
five by noms de guerre indicating they were all
Bangladeshis. It said the fighters used “knives,
cleavers, assault rifles and hand grenades”, and had
“verified” the identities of the hostages in order to
spare the Muslims and kill the foreigners.

The bodies of twenty hostages were found in
pools of blood after commandos stormed the Holey
Artisan Bakery cafe to end the standoff, in which two
policemen were also shot dead in a fierce gun battle
at its outset. Six of the gunmen were killed by the
commandos in the final stages of the siege, but one
was taken alive and was being interrogated by
Bangladeshi intelligence. Security officials said most
of the victims — 18 of whom were foreigners - were
slaughtered with sharpened machete-style weapons.

Spread of IS 
Hasina’s government has previously blamed a

string of deadly attacks against religious minorities
and foreigners on domestic opponents but the lat-
est will heighten fears that IS’s reach is spreading.
Analysts say that the government is wary of
acknowledging that groups such as IS or Al-Qaeda
have gained a foothold over fears that it will fright-
en off foreign investors. But Shahedul Anam Khan,
an analyst for the Dhaka-based Daily Star newspa-
per, said the attack meant the government could no
longer plausibly deny their presence.

“While one is not sure that these people are
organically linked to the international extremist
groups, the government must own up to the reality
that the footprints of the IS in this country is very
real and no amount of denying can alter the fact,”
he wrote. There was mass condemnation of the
killing in Dhaka, where flags were being flown at
half-mast at government offices, while prayer serv-
ices were being held across the country.

Italy was mourning the death of nine citizens in
the attack while seven Japanese were also killed.
Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe spoke of his “pro-

found anger that so many innocent people have
lost their lives in the cruel and nefarious terrorism”.
Pope Francis also joining the welter of condemna-
tion. The other victims were an American citizen
and a 19-year-old Indian who was studying in
California.

Muslims Spared 
A Bangladeshi worker at the cafe who survived

the massacre told how the attackers split the diners
into groups of foreigners and locals, making clear
that their targets were non-Muslims. “They took me
and two of my colleagues and forced us to sit on
chairs, with our heads down on the table,” the sur-
vivor told AFP on condition of anonymity. “They
asked me whether I was a Muslim. As I said yes, they
said they won’t harm or kill any Muslims. They will
only kill the non-Muslims. All the time I prayed to
Allah, keeping my head down. Several times I vom-
ited. They warned us not to raise our heads but at
one point I raised my head slightly and saw a blood-
ied body on the floor.” — AFP 
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NEW  DELHI: The horrific slaughter of diners at a Dhaka
cafe has fanned fears that surging Islamist violence may
imperil the giant garment industry in Bangladesh, which
built its economy on cheaply supplying fashion to the
world’s big-name brands. Gunmen stormed the Holey
Artisan Bakery in the capital’s diplomatic quarter on
Friday evening, rounding up foreign hostages before
murdering 20 people with explosives and machetes, in a
brutal targeting of the small expat community.

Islamic State jihadists released gruesome images of
corpses lying in crimson pools on the cafe floor as they
claimed responsibility for the deadly 11-hour siege. Most
of the victims were Italian or Japanese. “This attack will
turn away foreigners,” said Faruque Hassan, senior vice-
president of the Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association, which represents 4,500 factories.

“The impact of this attack will be very damaging for
the industry. We are now extremely worried,” added
Hassan, whose Giant Group supplies clothes to retailers
including Britain’s Marks & Spencer and Next.  Even
before the cafe siege, Bangladesh, the world’s second-
biggest exporter of apparel after China, was reeling from
a wave of Islamist-linked killings of religious minorities,
liberal activists and foreigners, including an Italian aid
worker last September. Concern is mounting that the
South Asian nation, wracked by political instability since
independence in 1971, is sliding into deeper chaos, with
under-pressure police arresting 11,000 people last
month in a desperate crackdown. “The hostage crisis in
Dhaka is a terrible tragedy reflecting how security has
deteriorated in the country,” said Sarah Labowitz, co-
director at the NYU Stern Center for Business and Human
Rights in New York. The violence presents “a serious

threat to the economy,” Labowitz said. “This kind of attack
will surely keep (fashion) buyers away in the months
leading up to the holiday shopping season.”  

Although a quarter of its 160 million people still live
below the poverty line, Bangladesh has clocked growth
of around six percent nearly every year since the turn of

the millennium. That’s largely thanks to garment
exports, the lifeblood of its economy, accounting for
more than 80 percent of total outbound goods last year.
Between them the nation’s clothing factories employ
more than four million people, most of them impover-
ished rural women. Ulrica Bogh Lind, a spokeswoman

for H&M, which sources many of its clothes from
Bangladesh, told AFP the Swedish chain was “deeply sad
about the tragic incident”. “We are of course monitoring
the situation in Dhaka closely.” 

Echoes of Pakistan 
Trade-dependent Bangladesh may suffer the same

fate as its restive rival Pakistan, fears Ahsan Mansur, a for-
mer representative for the International Monetary Fund
in Islamabad. “I saw the decline of a promising economy
into a terrorist hotspot. This attack reminds me of those
days, although I hope things won’t turn out that way,”
said Mansur, now executive director of the Policy
Research Institute in Dhaka. When extremist violence
began to spread in Pakistan, he said, the first sign of
financial malaise was expat families packing their bags,
then trade and investment crumbled. “The perception
that Bangladesh is a potential terrorist hotspot can seri-
ously hit our export potential and growth prospects.”

Yet plucky Bangladesh has ridden out numerous
storms, seeing off threats from labor unrest, mass trans-
port blockades and large-scale political paralysis - as
well as workplace disasters. Clothing exports swelled
nearly 10 percent in the year to June, to $27.3 billion,
industry figures show. The deadly Rana Plaza factory
collapse that killed at least 1,138 workers in 2013
shocked the world, heaping opprobrium on Western
retailers seen as exploiting impoverished workers. But
the tragedy prompted retailers to act on appalling safe-
ty conditions in their factories, where fires and other
accidents are frequent. Brands set up two global
alliances to make workshops safer and cleaner -
although it remains a work in progress.  — AFP

DHAKA: A woman speaks before leaving a floral arrangement yesterday at a roadblock leading to an upscale cafe that was the scene of a
bloody attack in the Bangladesh capital. — AFP 

Bangladesh denies IS link 
after hostage bloodbath

International link probed

NAGAR, Pakistan: Residents affected by flooding gather on higher ground
alongside floodwaters in this village in Chitral yesterday. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Three students at universities in
the United States, including a US citizen and an
Indian citizen, were among those killed in a mili-
tant attack in Bangladesh, university officials, the
Indian government and a source said on Saturday.
The State Department confirmed one US citizen
was killed, but gave no details. The White House
condemned the attack in the country’s capital
Dhaka, which it said resulted in as many as 20
deaths, including that of the American. “We
remain in contact with Bangladeshi authorities
and have offered any assistance necessary,” it said.

The Islamic State militant group has claimed
responsibility for what was one of the most
brazen attacks in the South Asian nation’s history,
killing more than a dozen foreigners at a restau-
rant before security forces stormed the building
and ended a 12-hour standoff on Saturday. A
State Department official said the department
was not aware that any more US citizens had
been among the hostages.

Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia, said two
of its students were killed and an Indian govern-
ment official said an Indian citizen who was a stu-
dent at the University of California at Berkeley was
among the dead. “The Emory community mourns
this tragic and senseless loss,” the university said in
a statement. Undergraduate Abinta Kabir and

Goizueta Business School undergraduate Faraaz
Hossain were the two victims from Emory, the
statement said. Emory said Kabir was from Miami
and Hossain was from Dhaka. A source with
knowledge of the situation said that the US citi-
zen confirmed by the State Department was one
of the Emory students.

‘More Lives Lost’
Florida Governor Rick Scott said the “pure evil”

of Islamic State had claimed another Floridian,
after a gunman who pledged allegiance to the
group took hostages and killed 49 people at a gay
nightclub in Orlando last month. “We cannot
afford to see more lives lost at the hands of terror-
ists,” Scott said in a statement. Tarishi Jain, 19, was
the Berkeley student victim, India’s minister of
external affairs, Sushma Swaraj, wrote on Twitter.

“I have spoken to her father Shri Sanjeev Jain
and conveyed our deepest condolences. The
country is with them in this hour of grief,” the min-
ister wrote. “I monitored this personally the whole
night. ... It is a case of brutal killing - an unnatural
death.” Jain had graduated from the American
International School in Dhaka, and began study-
ing at the University of California Berkeley last
year. Berkeley officials said she intended to major
in economics. — Reuters

Three US students slain 
in Bangladesh attack 

Bangladesh garment industry fears for future

Flash floods
kill 43 in Pak

40 dead in India

SAVAR, Bangladesh: In this photograph taken on April 24, 2016, Bangladeshi activists and relatives
of victims of the Rana Plaza building collapse take part in a protest march on the third anniversary
of the disaster at the site where the building once stood on the outskirts of Dhaka.  — AFP 


