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“It was like an earthquake,” said Karim Sami, a 35-year-
old street vendor. “I wrapped up my goods and was head-
ing home when I saw a fire ball with a thunderous bomb-
ing. I was so scared to go back and started to make phone
calls to my friends, but none answered,” the father of three
added. He said that one of his friends had been killed,
another was wounded and one was still missing.

Karrada was busy at the time as Iraqis eat out and shop
late during the Muslim fasting month of Ramadan, which
ends next week with the Eid Al-Fitr festival. Videos posted
on social media showed people running after the SUV con-

voy of Abadi as he departed Karrada after touring the
scene, throwing pavement stones, bottles of water, empty
buckets and slippers, venting their anger at the inability of
the security forces to protect the area.

Another video posted on social media showed a large
blaze in the main street of Karrada, a largely Shiite district
with a small Christian community and a few Sunni
mosques. Reuters TV footage taken in the morning showed
at least four buildings severely damaged or partly col-
lapsed, including a shopping mall believed to be the tar-
get, and gutted cars scattered all around. The toll climbed
during the day as rescuers pulled out more bodies from
under the rubble and people succumbed from their

injuries. Comments posted on social media accused securi-
ty forces of continuing to use fake bomb detectors at
checkpoints filtering traffic in Baghdad, five years after the
scandal broke out about a device commonly known as the
‘magic wand’.

A police officer in Baghdad confirmed these hand-held
ADE 651 detectors were still in use. They were sold to Iraq
and other nations by a British businessman who was jailed
for 10 years in 2013 in the United Kingdom for endanger-
ing lives for profit.

In a second attack, a roadside explosive device also
blew up around midnight in a market in Al-Shaab, a Shiite
district in the north of the capital, killing at least two peo-

ple, police and medical sources said. Iraqi forces on June 26
declared the defeat of IS militants in Falluja, a historic bas-
tion of Sunni insurgency, following a month of fighting.

Now the militants were “trying to compensate for their
humiliating defeat in Falluja,” said Jasim Al-Bahadli, a former
army officer and security analyst in Baghdad. “It was a mis-
take for the government to think that the source of the
bombings was restricted to just one area,” he said. “There
are sleeper cells that operate independently from each oth-
er.” Falluja was the first Iraqi city to fall to Islamic State in
January 2014. Abadi said the next target of the Iraqi forces
is Mosul, the de facto capital of the militants and the largest
city under their control in both Iraq and Syria. —Agencies

IS bombings kill 125 in Baghdad
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After confirming that Menhali posed no danger, the
policemen let go of the Emirati man, who said he col-
lapsed and needed treatment in hospital. Menhali had
been in the United States since April for treatment after a

brain stroke suffered last year, said Emarat Al-Youm,
another UAE daily. Anti-Muslim incidents have spiked in
the United States on the back of deadly IS attacks in the
West that prompted presumptive Republican presiden-
tial nominee Donald Trump to call for a temporary ban
on Muslims entering the country. — AFP

UAE calls to avoid national dress abroad
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through bonds and sukuk, Saleh said. The remaining
part of the deficit will be financed from the state reserve
fund, he said.

Saleh said that the actual budget deficit in the
2015/2016 fiscal year which ended on March 31 is KD 5.5
billion, the first actual deficit to be posted by Kuwait after
16 years of surpluses.

Saleh warned that although the financial position is
currently strong, the country is facing serious challenges
that endanger the stability and sustainability of the state
finances.  Revenues in the budget are projected at KD
10.24 billion while spending was estimated at KD 18.9 bil-
lion, thus leaving a shortfall of KD 8.66 billion. Oil income
was estimated at KD 8.8 billion which was calculated at an
oil price of $35 a barrel instead of $25 a barrel initially. Oil
income, which traditionally made up around 95 percent of
the revenues when prices were high, is projected to con-
tribute just 86 percent this year. Head of the Assembly
budgets committee MP Adnan Abdulsamad said that the

wages bill accounts for more than half of the budget and
subsidies account for 15 percent.

He said that current expenditures make up 85 percent of
spending.  A number of MPs called on the government to
diversify and restructure the domestic economy to cope
with a prolonged period of low oil prices. Meanwhile, MP
Awdah, head of the educational affairs committee, quit his
parliamentary seat after the National Assembly refused to
debate two investigations on corruption cases yesterday.
The assembly only delayed the debate until next term.

During the debate on restoring the preventive deten-
tion, the interior minister stressed that the ministry agen-
cies were ready to prevent any terrorist attacks on Kuwait.
The amendment increases preventive detention at police
stations from two to four days and to 21 days from 10 days
at the public prosecution. Detention periods were reduced
in 2012 by the opposition-dominated assembly.  Before
closing the assembly term, Speaker Marzouk Al-Ghanem
emphasized on the “historic” achievements of the National
Assembly. He declared the term closed and said the next
term will start in October.

Kuwait plans to tap debt markets to cover...

BAGHDAD: Iraqi men mourn over bodies after they lost five members of their family in a suicide bombing that ripped through Baghdad’s busy shopping district of Karrada, during their funeral in the holy
Iraqi city of Najaf yesterday. — AFP
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“Your Lord has decreed that you should worship nothing
except Him and show kindness to your parents; whether either or
both of them attain old age, never say to them “Uf!” nor scold
either of them.  Speak to them in a generous fashion.  Serve them
with tenderness and humility...” (17:23).  

Aside from these Quranic verses, Muhammad (PBUH) advised
his followers in innumerable traditions to be good to others.  For
example, he said, “Do you know what the rights of a neighbor
are?  If a neighbor seeks your help, extend it to him. If a neighbor
asks you for a loan, lend him.  If your neighbor becomes poor,
then help him financially and attend to his poverty if you can. If
your neighbor becomes ill, then visit him. If your neighbor is hap-
py on certain gain, then congratulate him. If your neighbor is suf-
fering a calamity, then offer him condolences. If your neighbor
dies, then attend his funeral. Do not raise your building over his
building, so that he would have no sun exposure or wind pas-
sage.  Do not bother your neighbor with the smell of your cook-
ing, unless you intend to offer him some” (Tabrani, 101).Detailing
the behavior of a loving neighbor is more meaningful than a sim-

ple order to love them.
The holy Quran and Muhammad (PBUH) did not directly com-

mand us to “love one another” because love (the feeling) is a
byproduct of positive actions and attitudes. Instead, we are com-
manded to treat one another with justice, respect, forgiveness,
patience and kindness.  By acting in this way, we can arouse the
feeling of love for others in ourselves, and vice versa. 

Islam insists on principle-driven love, a love that is proactive
and action-based, not reactive and emotion-based.  How impor-
tant is love?  Muhammad (PBUH) said to his companions, “You
will not enter Paradise until you have faith; and you will not com-
plete your faith until you love one another” (Muslim).  Through
compassion, charity and generosity, Ramadan is the perfect
opportunity to develop what we all need in our lives - love for
one other.

Courtesy of the TIES Center, whose mission is to empower
Kuwait’s expats through social and educational services that pro-
mote a positive and productive role in society, and to facilitate
opportunities for intra- and interfaith interactions that promote
social solidarity. For more information, please call 25231015/6 or e-
mail: info@tiescenter.net. 

Love: Lessons of Ramadan

LONDON: Kuwait Embassy in the UK issued a number
of instructions to follow by Kuwaitis visiting Britain this
season, whether it is for tourism or medical treatment.
In a statement issued yesterday, the embassy under-
lined the importance of committing to the type of
entry permit visa issued by the British Embassy in
Kuwait.       

Recently, Kuwaiti citizens have been entering the UK
for medical care using tourism visa, which is a violation
of the country’s law, it explained. Meanwhile, the
embassy said citizens must show a two-way ticket to
British immigration officials adding that the UK author-
ities have deported Kuwaitis who had only one-way
tickets. — KUNA

Advisory to Kuwaitis travelling to Britain


