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KUWAIT: Kuwait International Bank’s
football team is accomplishing one
win after another in the late Abdullah
Mishari Al-Roudan’s Ramadan indoor
football tournament. In addition to its
participation in this tournament that
enjoys an outstanding response for
many years, Al-Dawli is also the silver
sponsor of this event driven by its
social commitment towards the socie-
ty and aim to support all types of ini-
tiatives that target all segments, be it
humanitarian, sports, cultural and
many more.

Commenting on the successive vic-

tory, the Head of Corporate
Communications at KIB, Nawaf Najia,
expressed his delight in the triumph
achieved by Al-Dawli’s team that has
the best Kuwaiti and international
professional players. He added that
the bank’s team is taking steady steps
towards the finals after their big win
against professional teams like Atom
Sporting scoring 4/1, Martyr Fahad
Al-Ahmad (6/1) and Ministr y of
Defense (3/0).

Najia stated, “We are confident that
our team will reach the final match
and with the blessings of Allah, our

skilled and well-prepared team will
win the cup, as they have shown great
capabilities and athletic skills so far.”
He also thanked the organizers’ great
efforts and key role in encouraging all
society segments to exercise more for
a healthier lifestyle. He concluded by
saying that Al-Dawli’s participation in
this significant sports event is driven
from its constant strive to interact with
the youth and support their various
initiatives, especially sports that boost
their intellectual and physical activity
enabling them to enhance their skills
at all levels.

Al-Dawli scores big in Al-Roudan’s

Ramadan Football Tournament 

UTAH BEACH: Mark Cavendish’s African
team will be aiming for a Tour de France dou-
ble yesterday after the Briton’s victory on the
opening stage. Cavendish will  start the
183km ride from Saint-Lo to Cherbourg-en-
Cotentin in Normandy in the race leader’s
yellow jersey but it is his Norwegian team-
mate Edvald Boasson Hagen who holds a
better chance of winning due to the short,
uphill finish. But Boasson Hagen crashed in
the sprint finish in Utah Beach on Saturday.
“After a brilliant leadout job, Edvald Boasson
Hagen crashed in the final. 

Don’t worry though, EBH is okay & cele-
brating with us!” said Team Dimension Data
on Twitter.Boasson Hagen’s crash meant
Cavendish didn’t see him at the finish and
wasn’t even aware of the accident until told
by a journalist. “I’m so happy, we really want-
ed to win here today-the lads were incredi-
ble,” said Cavendish. “Edvald did the most
incredible turn there at the end. We didn’t
want him to lose any time because he could
win (and take the yellow jersey on Sunday).
“He rode out of his skin today. I didn’t even
know he’d gone down. “I was looking for-
ward to seeing him and was waiting for him
at the finish.”

Cavendish also paid tribute to his other
lead- out team-mates,  Austral ian Mark
Renshaw,  Austr ian Bernhard Eisel  and
Reinardt  Janse Van Rensburg of  South
Africa. Cavendish leads the overall stand-
ings by four seconds from Marcel Kittel and
six to Peter Sagan due to time bonuses on
the line. Most of the rest of the peloton are
10 seconds back. But Cavendish himself has
admitted it will be hard to keep the yellow
jersey. “We’ll see how the day goes, as you
saw today it ’s  quite windy around this
region,” he said.

Kittel to ‘strike soon’ 
Kittel,  who finished second ahead of

Sagan in third, was gracious in defeat and
vowed to come back stronger on another
day. In both 2013 and 2014 he had won the
opening stage of the Tour and wore the yel-
low jersey the next day. “No hard feelings
with this 2nd place. Was early in the wind &
Cav came fast from the back.  Congrats
@MarkCavendish!” he wrote on Twitter.

“And a  big  shout  out  to  my
@Etixx_QuickStep boys. Great work with
controlling the race and setting me up for
the final. We’ll strike soon!”

Kittel, who will wear the sprinters’ green
jersey as Cavendish will be in yellow, rejoiced
at his countryman Paul Voss taking the
polkadot jersey for top climber. “Happy for
@paulvoss86! He will wear the polka dot jer-
sey tomorrow. So, Germany still gets a jersey
after the 1st Tour stage.” Yesterday’s stage will
see a battle for king of the mountains points-
Voss picked up the only two on offer on
Saturday after getting in the breakaway.
There are four categorized climbs offering a

maximum five points.
If a breakaway doesn’t manage to stay

away, the finish will offer a chance for the
peloton’s renowned ‘punchers’ to claim a
stage win. Ardennes Classics specialists such
as Australian pair Simon Gerrans and Michael
Matthews, Spaniard Joaquim Rodriguez,
Ireland’s Dan Martin or Frenchman Julien
Alaphilippe should be vying for the stage
win. But the finish is sufficiently tough that
overall contenders including reigning cham-
pion Chris Froome and Colombian climber
Nairo Quintana will likely also be jostling to
try to snare some valuable seconds early in
the race. — AFP 

African cycling team hoping 

for Tour de France double

NORMANDY: Great Britain’s Mark Cavendish, wearing the overall leader’s yellow jersey, takes
the start of the 183 km second stage of the 103rd edition of the Tour de France cycling race
yesterday between Saint-Lo and Cherbourg-en-Cotentin. — AFP

DAYTONA BEACH: Brad Keselowski, driver of the #2 Detroit Genuine Parts Ford, pos-
es in Victory Lane after winning the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Coke Zero 400
Powered By Coca-Cola at Daytona International Speedway.—AFP

DAYTONA BEACH: Brad Keselowski had his
confidence shaken at Daytona International
Speedway more than once. He was a good
plate racer, but never could find his way to
victory lane at NASCAR’s most famous track.
That changed Saturday night with a domi-
nating performance that gave Team Penske
its 100th career Sprint Cup Series victory.

More important, it gave Keselowski his
long-awaited first win at Daytona.
Keselowski led a race-high 115 laps then
held off Kyle Busch on a two-lap shootout
that sent the race into overtime for one
additional lap. It gave him his fifth career
Cup win in a restrictor-plate race, but all the
others had come at Talladega. He won on
the Alabama track most recently in May. “I
don’t care if it’s not the 500. It’s Daytona.
This is huge,” he said. “I love this place.”

He loved it even when he came up frus-
tratingly short, or not even close at all.
Keselowski said his futility at Daytona was “a
kick in the you-know-what,” but he and his
No 2 Ford crew kept chipping away at it
even after he had a disappointing run in the
season-opening Daytona 500. “I got down
on myself here,” he said. “We came down
here for the 500 and quite honestly we ran
like dog crap, but my team worked on it. I
didn’t give up on them. I believe in my team
and my team believes in me and we went to
work and we put together a better car, and
it really showed with a great effort from the
whole team. I’m really proud of everybody.”

Marred race 
The race was marred by a 22-car acci-

dent that collected more than half the field
and thinned the competition for

Keselowski. It really only left Kyle Busch as a
legitimate contender, but a restart for a
two-lap shootout that sent it into overtime
forced Keselowski to earn the win. He easily
held off Busch, and challenger Kurt Busch
was eliminated when he was knocked out
of line by Joey Logano as they headed to
the checkered flag.

Trevor Bayne finished third and was fol-
lowed by Keselowski teammate Logano and
Ricky Stenhouse Jr. as Ford drivers took four
of the top five spots. Keselowski credited a
push from his teammate for helping him
shake the Busch brothers on the final
restart. “I was able to get Brad a good push
to clear and get a Penske car to victory lane,
which is really cool,” Logano said. “The 2 was
the fastest car and he deserved to win the
race.”

It was a plan to work together and dis-
rupt the Toyota contingent that used team-
work to dominate the Daytona 500. Instead,
Kyle Busch was the only Toyota driver to fin-
ish inside the top 10. Kyle Larson was sixth
and the highest finishing Chevrolet. He was
followed by Austin Dillon, who ended last
year’s race in an airborne accident, then
pole-sitter Greg Biffle and Clint Bowyer.
Michael McDowell was 10th. Tony Stewart,
seeking his fifth victory in his final race at
Daytona, was in contention until a late acci-
dent. He finished 26th. Dale Earnhardt Jr.
was the defending race winner, but never
contended Saturday night and finished
21st. He was involved in the 22-car accident
- his third consecutive crash in a plate race -
but was able to continue to the finish this
time. “Miserable night,” Earnhardt tweeted.
“Had some gremlins in the steering.” — AP

Brad Keselowski finally 

earns Daytona victory

WASHINGTON: World number one Jason Day
found only three fairways off the tee but bat-
tled to a one-under par 69 to share the lead
after Saturday’s third round of the World Golf
Championships Bridgestone Invitational. The
28-year-old Australian star, who defends his
first major title later this month at the PGA
Championship, stood on five-under par 205
after 54 holes at Firestone Country Club in
Akron, Ohio. “I hit some pretty errant shots out
there but my short game saved me,” Day said. “I
had to do something to save myself out there. I
got into some trouble.”

Level with Day atop the leaderboard was US
Open runner-up Scott Piercy of the United
States, who shot 67 Saturday. “The putter hasn’t
quite shown up yet,” Piercy said. “If I’m putting
solid and keep driving well, I’ve got a good
chance.” Day, seeking his fourth title of the year
and 11th US PGA trophy of his career, found
plenty of negatives to his round but one very
big positive to focus upon. “I’m still tied for the
lead and I haven’t hit the golf ball that well this

week,” Day said. “If I hit the ball decently and
give myself a chance on the greens, I feel like
I’ve got a good shot at winning tomorrow.”

Day’s wins this year came at the WGC Match
Play, the Arnold Palmer Invitational and the
Players Championship. The Aussie opened with
a 14-foot birdie and sank another from the
same distance at the sixth hole, but gave back
the shots with bogeys at the par-3 seventh,
missing a six-foot par putt, and eight, leaving
his approach shy of the green. Day hung on
down the stretch and took advantage of not
missing a fairway on the par-3 15th, dropping a
35-foot birdie putt.

Not ‘quite as hard’ 
Piercy, seeking his fourth career PGA victory

and the f irst  since last July ’s  Barbasol
Championship, found the Firestone fairways
easier to find than those at the US Open two
weeks ago at Oakmont. “Definitely after the
Open, hitting these fairways doesn’t seem quite
as hard,” said Piercy. “Making those fairways

here is part of the confidence you gain. I played
clean, solid and didn’t have a lot of stress.”
Piercy eagled the par-5 second hole, blasting
out of a greenside bunker and into the cup
from almost 50 feet away.

He put his approach inches from the cup at
11 to set up a birdie then made a 35-foot par-
saving putt at 14 after finding a fairway bunker
off the tee. Piercy dropped in a four-foot birdie
putt at 17 before closing with his lone bogey of
the day, finding the rough twice and a bunker
to fal l  from sole possession of the lead.
Sweden’s David Lingmerth was third on 206
after shooting 69 Saturday. “It played tough,” he
said. “You’ve got to just hang on out there and
give yourself some chances. Tomorrow will
hopefully be better.”

American Brian Stuard was fourth on 207
with last month’s US Open winner Dustin
Johnson and William McGirt of the United
States and South African Charl Schwartzel,
the 2011 Masters champion, sharing fifth on
208. —AFP 

Top-ranked Day clings to 

share of WGC Akron lead
Kyrgios in new Wimbledon 

row for ‘retarded’ blast

LONDON: Fiery Australian Nick Kyrgios was
at the centre of a new Wimbledon row yes-
terday when he was heard labelling one of
his own support team as “retarded”. The
incident, picked up by courtside micro-
phones, occurred during the second set of
his third round match against Feliciano
Lopez on Court One late on Saturday. The
Sydney Morning Herald claimed that
Kyrgios also accused his entourage of fail-
ing to get behind him.

Kyrgios was heard to complain that he
was “so p***** off” and adding: “Any of you?
Any of you? ‘Oh, it’s a game point, maybe I’ll
actually give him some support now. It’s a
game point, pretty big point’.” Earlier this
week, Kyrgios’s compatriot Bernard Tomic
was forced to apologise for using the word

“retard” during a Wimbledon press confer-
ence. Kyrgios will resume his match with
Lopez later yesterday with the third round
tie level at 6-3, 6-7 (2/7). The winner will
face second seed Andy Murray for a place
in the quarter-finals.

Murray defended Kyrgios on Saturday,
accusing the media of trying to provoke
him into a reaction. “Obviously I’m sure
over time he’ll start to do better and under-
stand better how to deal with all of the
attention and the questions and stuff,” said
the 2013 champion. “But sometimes he
hasn’t done loads wrong, and he’s got a
rough ride.” The 21-year-old Kyrgios, who
beat Rafael Nadal on his way to the quar-
ter-finals in 2014, has already been fined
$6,500 at Wimbledon this year. — AFP 


