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Before the liberation of Kuwait, while
we were gathering around a fire, a
friend looked at me with a smile and

said: ‘The boil has burst’. This happened
while military vehicles patrolled residential
areas, tanks roared on roads, Iraqi intelli-
gence knocked our doors in search for
resistance fighters, antiaircraft guns roared
above schools, black rain fell like drops of
tar because the raindrops mixed with the
smoke resulting from burning oil wells,
silent questions clouded children eyes,
women were ver y fr ightened and men
were too sad yet full of faith. 

My friend’s smile at that gloomy time
showed that he had grown impatient and

that  what  happened was inevitable,
because ever  s ince i t  was  subjec t  to
Ottoman power, Iraq has been a threat to
Kuwait, which naturally enough, used to
keep silent and opt for wisdom and talks.
This made successive Iraqi regimes contin-
uously  threaten Kuwait ,  and thus  my
friend’s words were true. 

Threats had been constant like a boil
that keeps swelling until it starts develop-
ing pus inside, make a patient irritated
until this boil bursts and throws out what it
contains. Describing the threats as a ‘boil’
came back to my mind while I was watch-
ing the recent developments in Bahrain
that  has got  used to constant foreign
threats, until those threats became more
like a seasonal ceremony related to the
development of incidents there. 

Whenever the Bahraini  government
practices its authorities within its own bor-
ders, sovereignty and on its own issues
and concerns, threats and intimidations
pour in. However, this time threats exceed-
ed Bahrain and went as far as setting the
entire region on fire, which is a very bad
omen and another huge boil! 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

Seasonal threats

Al-Qabas

By Salah Al-Sayer 

Crime
R e p o r t

Suspicious bags
Security authorities went on alert after two sepa-

rate calls about two suspicious bags. Interior Ministry
operations received a call from a citizen about a bag
near Batla Al-Basman Mosque in Andalus, so explo-
sives experts went to the area and checked the bag
but did not find anything. The second call was from
Siddeeq about another bag but nothing was found.
The callers are being summoned for questioning.

Drug possession
Rabiya police sent a citizen to the Drug Control

General Department (DCGD) when they found 120
Captagon tablets and two heroin joints with him. A
security source said a police patrol suspected a man in
a car, so they asked him for his ID. He seemed scared
and nervous, so he was searched and the drugs were
found with him. Meanwhile, two citizens were arrested
by special forces with 61 tablets on Fahaheel
Expressway and were sent to the DCGD. 

Firearm found
Low tide led to the discovery of a firearm and 500

rounds buried at a beach. Interior Ministry operations
received a call from an Asian expat who works as a
guard at a chalet, saying he found a weapon and
rounds buried at the beach. Ahmadi security men
rushed to the area and recovered the stash.

Client freed
Hawally police freed a woman detained by the owner

of a salon in Salmiya following a dispute between the
two. A security source said the citizen called police and
asked them to help her out of a problem she got into
when she went to a salon. A dispute took place with the
owner, who did not let her leave. Police freed the woman,
then took both women to the police station, where they
exchanged charges.—Al-Rai and Al-Anbaa

KUWAIT: A citizen attacked his father with a knife, who
only suffered a superficial cut. The suspect was arrested by
Ahmadi detectives after escaping from the house located
in Fahd Al-Ahmad. A security source said a call came from a
citizen claiming his drug addict son pulled a knife at him
and attempted to stab him. Detectives located the suspect
and arrested him after stiff resistance, and he was taken to
the detectives department for interrogation.

Drug dealers caught
Drugs Control General Department’s (DCGD) Director

Col Waleed Al-Duraei sent a British national to the public
prosecution charged with bringing in drugs for sale. Duraei
received a tip about plans by the Briton to get marijuana in
a parcel, so a plan was made to catch him red-handed. A
source said that information was received about the expat
going to the air cargo department to get the parcel, and
when he was on his way home, he was arrested.
Meanwhile, a bedoon was arrested as four kilograms of
shabu were found in his house. A source said the bedoon
was convinced to sell 50 gm to an undercover agent, and
was caught with the marked notes.

Bootlegger caught
Criminal detectives arrested a Danish man with 28

imported liquor bottles, trying to sell them in Hawally.
Detectives received a tip about the man trading in import-
ed liquor. He was arrested in Shaab with the 28 bottles. He
was sent to DCGD. Meanwhile, two Indian men were arrest-
ed by Hawally police with 30 bottles of liquor in Salmiya
during an sale. A police patrol saw a car in an open area, so
they approached it and found two Asians buying and sell-
ing liquor. Both were sent to concerned authorities.

Fight
Jahra police broke up a fight between two citizens in a

mosque in Qasr, and one of them suffered injuries. A secu-
rity source said worshippers could not control the fight, so
police went to the mosque. Investigations are underway.

Ahmadi man
stabs father

Al-Anbaa

Happy Eid
My friend’s smile at that

gloomy time showed that
he had grown impatient
and that what happened

was inevitable

Everyone faces daily traffic jams, but
what are the reasons? The most com-
mon one is  perhaps the mobile

phone. When the red light turns green, we
wait for cars to start moving, but they do
not move until the light turns red again.
When you look around, you see everyone
busy with their phones, some taking pic-
tures, others talking on the phone, while
others are busy with Instagram, Facebook
or other social media. 

Ever y day when I  dr ive,  I  see many
things. Once I saw a girl driving her car and
taking selfies, without consideration to
those behind or in front of her. Once when I
was trying to make a turn, I saw a young

man slowing down with his phone in one
hand sur f ing Instagram, and I  wonder
about those who Snapchat while driving!

The question that presents itself is: What
is so important that deserves attention
while driving? Recklessness and not com-
plying with traffic laws leads to catastro-
phes and accidents. Before picking up his
phone for any of the reasons that we men-
tioned above, he will find that his life is
more valuable than entertaining others at
his expense.

Security authorities should activate and
stiffen the laws with regards to using the
phone while driving, because the majority
of jams are caused by the phone. Not only
traffic jams, but most car accidents that
lead to death have mobiles as the main rea-
son. So we request the security authorities
not to stop at fines, but also revoke the
license and  confiscate the mobile, so we
will not have ‘mobile jams.’ 

—Translated by Kuwait Times

Mobile jams
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By Dr Nermin Al-Houti
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KUWAIT: The Ministry of Public Works announced yester-
day the partial opening of a 1.25km directional ramp on
the Jahra Road Development Project which connects to
the new entrance ramp extending 1.5km into the recently
opened 4 km section of the elevated Jamal Abdul Nasser
Development Project’s viaduct heading from Grenada to
Kuwait city to serve the hospital area. The directional ramp
is a 30 meter high (4th level) division from the recently
opened portion of the elevated Jahra Road viaduct,  oppo-
site to the General Traffic Department, connecting to the
Jamal Abdul Nasser’s project 8m high (3rd level) ramp over
the hospitals road. Road users accessing this directional
ramp will now be able to connect to Jamal Abdul Nasser
Street and this is the first of many future openings that will
connect both the Jahra Road and Jamal Abdul Nasser
Street Development Projects.   

Landmark opening 
Engineer Ahmad Al-Hassan, the Assistant

Undersecretary for the Road Engineering Affairs Sector at
the Ministry of Public Works, commented: “This is a land-
mark opening as it connects together two of Kuwait’s
largest and most strategic projects - The Jahra Road
Development Project and The Jamal Abdul Nasser Street
Development Project. As both service residential, commer-
cial, medical and educational areas, the openings we have
had, and will be having in the coming year will provide an
even greater ease of movement to road users.”

“This is the latest in a series of partial openings wit-
nessed on the Jahra Road Development Project. There has
been a noticeable improvement felt by all road users and
with more openings scheduled, we expect to see an even
greater flow of traffic in the areas serviced by this project.
As with every opening, The Ministry of Interior and the
General Directorate of Traffic have been working closely

with us, and inspections have been carried out to ensure
that all safety standards and necessary opening proce-
dures have been met. In order to ensure minimal disrup-
tion, the ramp opening took place during a low-traffic peri-
od,” added Yasser Boudastour, Project Engineer at the Jahra
Road Development Project.

Almost finished
The Project Engineer of Jamal Abdul Nasser Street

Development Project, Engineer Mahmoud Ramadan, reit-
erated  that the main bridges and structures of the project
are nearing the finish line, with the remaining works
including the final technical installations and finishing, in
addition to the completion of the relocation and refurbish-
ment of services and utilities. 

“The Ministry of Public Works is still committed to follow
up on the partial openings progress of its two projects as
planned in coordination with other engineering ministries
and associated parties, and we ask all road users to follow
the instructions of traffic and adhere to the speed limits on
the road for their own safety in order to continue works on
the project sites with minimal inconvenience” added
Engineer Mahmoud

The mega projects involves the construction of approxi-
mately 38 km of viaducts for both projects - a 17.7 km in
Jahra Road including 7.3 km of mainline Jahra Road, 2.4 km
of bridges on linked roads and 8.0 km of ramps, including a
trough at the 2nd Ring Road intersection, 10 pedestrian
bridges, and service roads - whereas in Jamal Abdul Nasser
Street, 18 km of viaducts include 8km of the mainline and
10 km of exit/entry ramps at 3 main interchanges, in addi-
tion to a 760 m trough at the 2nd Ring Road intersection, 8
pedestrian overpasses with 20 km of service roads. Both
projects include a series of major service and utility reloca-
tion and revamp. 

Public Works Ministry announces
latest partial road openings

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank recently concluded its
annual girgian visits to a number of organiza-
tions and associations as part of its corporate
social responsibility Ramadan program. The
visits aimed at encouraging community
engagement, solidarity, and charity in Kuwait
while drawing smiles on people’s faces during
the blessed Month of Ramadan. Burgan
Bank’s Corporate Communications represen-
tatives took part in the visits by distributing
hundreds of girgian gift bags to people while
providing fun-packed days of activities. The
bank’s visits covered the Palliative Care Center
(PCC) for Cancer Patients, Abeer 2 Voluntary
Team for Mentally Disabled, the Kuwait
Psychological Medicine Hospital and Kuwait
Sports Club. The bank also distributed girgian
gifts to the children at Moevenpick Hotel and
Resort Al-Bida’a during their summer camp.
Through this Kuwaiti tradition, the bank’s gir-

gian visits awakened a sense of kindness and
giving within the hearts of all people, during
the holy month of Ramadan. Burgan Bank will
continue portraying its dedication to being a
key player in Kuwait’s social fabric and will fur-
ther initiate heartfelt activities throughout the
year. It is worth mentioning that Burgan
Bank’s support to this initiative falls under its
recently launched full-fledged community
program entitled ‘ENGAGE’ - Together to be
the change. 
This program sheds light on important
aspects affecting every segment of the socie-
ty by promoting social welfare through edu-
cational, cultural, social and health initiatives.
Burgan Bank’s approach to ‘ENGAGE’ begins
with a vital principle that as a Kuwaiti financial
institution, its conduct and policies should be
aligned with the needs and interests of the
Kuwaiti society. 

Burgan Bank awakens a sense of
sharing through its girgian visits


