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WASHINGTON/ANKARA: Just before last
year’s nuclear deal with Iran, five US universi-
ties visited the country to explore renewing
educational ties that flourished before the
Islamic Revolution. The group, which included
representatives from Rutgers and the
University of Southern California (USC), found
a desire on both sides for more exchanges and
concluded that US students and scholars
would be warmly welcomed in Iran.

But there was a hitch - the head of the dele-
gation, Allan Goodman, was a former US intel-
ligence analyst. In March this year he was
attacked in hardline Iranian media reports
which have painted the June 2015 visit as a US
attempt to build an espionage network and
undermine the Iranian state. US officials and
Goodman’s employer, the Institute of
International Education (IIE), say that’s not the
case and that there was no US government
involvement in the trip.

Nevertheless, the negative press reports
have cooled efforts to rebuild educational ties
in the wake of the landmark nuclear deal, two
US officials said. They said the US government
is now cautioning American universities
against moving too fast and that the schools
themselves are treading warily. “People looked
at that backlash and said ‘Let’s go slow,’” said
one of the officials, who spoke on condition of
anonymity.

Goodman, who lists his intelligence back-
ground in his online biography, did not
respond to repeated interview requests.
Earlier in his career, he coordinated the daily
intelligence briefing President Jimmy Carter
received in 1979 and 1980, a period when the
Islamic Revolution toppled the Shah and
dozens of US diplomats were held hostage in
Tehran. The CIA declined comment on
Goodman’s intelligence past, saying it does
not discuss personnel matters. The State
Department and Iranian foreign ministry also
declined comment. The episode highlights the
political struggle between Iranians who want

to work with the United States and hardliners
who often raise espionage accusations and
fear opening up will undermine their rule. US
officials say it also illustrates the challenge of
establishing even seemingly innocuous
exchanges given Iranian mistrust of foreign
involvement in its affairs. 

That mistrust dates to Britain’s exploitation
of its oil, the CIA-sponsored coup that over-
threw its prime minister, Mohammed
Mossadegh, in 1953 and Shah Mohammed

Reza Pahlavi’s subsequent brutal reign. The
official said he had expected at least one
memorandum of understanding between a
US and an Iranian university to have been
signed by now. A senior Iranian official said it
appeared that the foreign ministry had “sus-
pended the issue”. The IIE’s mission is to
advance educational exchanges and access to
education worldwide. It administers the
Fulbright program that sends US students and
scholars abroad and brings foreign ones here.

‘Topple the Iranian Establishment’
In March, Mashregh, a Persian language

online news service allied with the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps, cast the delega-
tion’s visit as a way for Washington to create a
network of students to spy for the United
States after returning to Iran. It also said
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif invited the group, which included Ball
State University, Pitzer College and Wayne
State University. A second senior Iranian offi-

cial said Zarif “had invited the group.” The
Iranian foreign ministry declined to comment.

Zarif, who received his doctorate from the
University of Denver and served as Iran’s UN
ambassador, was Iran’s chief negotiator in the
nuclear deal, under which Tehran agreed to
restrict its nuclear program in return for relief
from US, European Union and United Nations
sanctions. He was regularly lambasted during
and after the nuclear talks by hardliners who
accused him of crossing Iran’s “red lines” over
the deal. “It seems that the government ... by
welcoming the American delegation’s visit, has
welcomed the American government’s plans
to topple the Iranian establishment,” Mashregh
said. Iran’s Ministry of Science, Research, and
Technology invited the delegation, according
to IIE spokeswoman Sharon Witherell. “The visit
was not part of any US government program,
and was not funded by the government,” she
said in an emailed statement, adding that the
group does not regard the criticism of
Goodman as a setback to its efforts. “There is
interest on both sides in reestablishing mutual-
ly beneficial academic ties.”

For current and former US officials, the criti-
cism is an unjustified attempt to discredit
Goodman, who has devoted nearly two
decades to educational exchanges and, in any
case, was an intelligence analyst rather than
an agent. Former US officials said Goodman
was at the CIA at a time when there was little
movement of analysts into operations. 

Given his past professional ties to the CIA,
Goodman would be “effectively disqualified
from current intelligence operations” because
he would be unable to establish the “cover” or
pretext that would be needed, said analyst
Steven Aftergood of the Federation of
American Scientists. “Raising alarms about spy-
ing is a convenient way for Iranian opponents
of US-Iran rapprochement to derail and under-
mine all contacts with Americans,” added
Aftergood, an expert on secrecy, national secu-
rity and classification policy. — Reuters
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SARAJEVO: A Bosnian Muslim man wearing a traditional Bosnian outfit fires a cannon from a vantage point overlooking Sarajevo to mark
the end of daily fasting on the final day of the Islamic holy month of Ramadan late on Monday.  With sunrise yesterday, Bosnian Muslims
started celebrations of Eid Al-Fitr. — AFP 

NEW YORK: Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump
on Monday defended a social media post he made two days
earlier that included an image depicting Democratic rival
Hillary Clinton against a backdrop of cash and a Star of David,
while Clinton called the image anti-Semitic. In a tweet on
Monday, Trump said he had not meant the six-pointed star to
refer to the Star of David, which is a symbol of Judaism.
Rather, he said, the star could have referred to a sheriff ’s
badge, which is shaped similarly except for small circles at the
ends of each of its six points, or a “plain star.”

The presumptive Republican nominee later released a
statement saying Clinton’s criticism of the image was an
attempt to distract the public from “the dishonest behavior of
herself and her husband”. He was referring to a heavily criti-
cized private meeting last week between former President Bill
Clinton and U.S.  Attorney General Loretta Lynch as an investi-
gation into Hillary Clinton’s use of a private email server while
secretary of state nears a conclusion.

His tweet came after Mic News reported on Sunday that
the image attacking Clinton - which included the words:
“History made” and, inside the star, “most corrupt candidate
ever!” - had been shared on a neo-Nazi web forum called /pol/.

Reuters confirmed the image was posted there on June 22 by
viewing a link to an archived version of a /pol/ page, although
the page has since been updated and the image removed.

“Donald Trump’s use of a blatantly anti-Semitic image from
racist websites to promote his campaign would be disturbing
enough, but the fact that it’s a part of a pattern should give
voters major cause for concern,” Clinton, the presumptive
Democratic nominee, said in a statement emailed to reporters
on Monday. The Nazis forced Jews to wear a Star of David on
their clothing to identify themselves during the Holocaust.

Trump posted and deleted the tweet on Saturday, then
tweeted a similar image in which the star was replaced by a
circle. On Monday, he lashed out at journalists for continuing
to report on the original tweet. “Dishonest media is trying
their absolute best to depict a star in a tweet as the Star of
David rather than a Sheriff’s Star, or plain star!” Trump wrote
on Twitter. Saturday’s incident was the latest departure by
Trump from a recent effort to appease Republicans worried
about his brash public persona by trying to appear more
restrained. The Republican convention, where Trump is
expected to be named the party’s nominee for the Nov. 8
presidential election, is two weeks away.

Trump defends ‘star’ tweet; 
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JAKARTA: An Indonesian suicide bomber
believed to be a supporter of the Islamic
State militant group attacked a police sta-
tion in the city of Solo yesterday, killing
himself and wounding a police officer,
security officials said. Indonesia has been
on heightened alert since Islamic State
claimed responsibility for its first attack in
the Southeast Asian country last January
in Jakarta, in which eight people were
killed including the four attackers.

Shortly after yesterday’s attack,

President Joko Widodo, who is from Solo
and a former mayor of the city, urged
calm and ordered police to arrest any-
one who may have been connected to
the bomber. “I have asked the police
chief to chase down the network and
uncover who is the suicide bomber,” the
president told reporters. “We hope peo-
ple remain calm on this last fasting day.
No need to be scared.” Police have
stepped up security at churches,
mosques, shopping malls and airports as

Indonesia, home to the world’s largest
Muslim population, prepares to cele-
brate the end of the Islamic holy month
of Ramadan. Police said the attacker det-
onated the bomb he was wearing short-
ly after driving his motorcycle into the
grounds of the police station in Solo,
which is known as a hotbed of religious
fundamentalism. A police officer who
tried to stop him from entering sus-
tained minor wounds.

Police said they believed the suicide
bomber was Nur Rohman, a suspected
follower of Bahrun Naim, an Indonesian
fighting for Islamic State in Syria. Naim is
believed to be one of the masterminds
of the Jakarta attacks in January.
Security officials fear that Naim and oth-
er Islamic State leaders were now asking
their supporters in Indonesia and in oth-
er countries to launch attacks at home,
instead of being drawn to the fight in
the Middle East. 

“What is happening in Indonesia is a
spillover of conflicts in the Middle East,”
Tito Karnavian, the of the National
Counterterrorism Agency, told reporters
in Solo. Southeast Asian militants fight-
ing for Islamic State in the Middle East
have said they have chosen one of the
most wanted men in the Philippines to
head a regional faction of the radical
group that includes Indonesians and
Malaysians, security officials said last
month. — Reuters 

IS-linked suicide bomber 

attacks Indonesia police

SOLO, Indonesia:  Police stand guard outside a police station in this
Indonesian city yesterday after a suicide bomber riding a motorbike blew
himself up in an attack on a police station.  — AFP 


