
NAIROBI: Israel and Kenya should work hand-in-
hand against terrorism, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said in Nairobi yesterday during the
second leg of a four-nation Africa tour. Saying
Kenya and Israel “face the same challenges” of
terrorism, Netanyahu cited the 2013 attack on
the Israeli-owned Westgate shopping mall in
Nairobi in which at least 67 people were killed
by four gunmen. “We have also experienced sim-
ilar attacks in our country,” Netanyahu said.
“Working together will  help us defeat the
scourge of this terror even faster.”

On Monday the prime minister visited
Uganda to commemorate the 40th anniversary
of the Israeli raid on Entebbe airport in which
his brother Yonatan was k i l led rescuing
hostages held by German and Palestinian
hijackers. Despite his personal loss, Netanyahu
said the raid was, “a devastating blow to inter-
national terrorism.”

In Nairobi the Israeli leader promised to share
intelligence and provide “direct assistance”
aimed at saving lives. “There is a raging battle

with terrorism,” Netanyahu said. Relations
between Africa and Israel have been strained
over the years. In the 1960s the Arab-Israeli con-
flict drove a wedge between African countries,
many of which were embroiled in liberation
struggles, and the Jewish state.

Later, wars between Israel and its neighbors
in 1967 and 1973 led North African nations to
urge sub-Saharan African states to cut ties with
Israel, which many did. Israel’s support for the
apartheid regime in South Africa - which ended
in 1994 - also soured relations with much of the
rest of the continent. Yesterday, Kenyan
President Uhuru Kenyatta said the hatchet had
since been buried. “We have had difficult rela-
tions with Israel as a continent, but the world
has changed and we can’t live in history,” he said.
“We will find more ways to cooperate and our
relationship can only become stronger.”

The two leaders also discussed investment
opportunities, student exchanges, easing of visa
restrictions and opportunities to employ Israeli
technologies in health, water and agriculture

development. “Israel is coming back to Africa
and Africa is coming back to Israel,” Netanyahu
said, insisting that Kenya and Israel share “com-
mon opportunities” as well as threats. “Africa has
no better friend outside of Africa in the practical
needs of security and development than the
state of Israel,” he said.

On the eve of Netanyahu’s tour Israel
announced a relatively modest $13 million aid
package to strengthen economic ties and coop-
eration with African countries. Israel’s business
with Africa constitutes only two percent of its
foreign trade, leaving plenty of room for growth
while demand for its defence expertise and
products is rising. It also sees African countries
as potential allies, particularly at the United
Nations and other international bodies, where it
is regularly condemned over its occupation of
the West Bank and blockade of the Gaza Strip.
Netanyahu is due to visit Rwanda today, where
he will meet with President Paul Kagame and
visit a memorial to the 1994 genocide, before
travelling to Ethiopia. — AFP 

NAIROBI: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (left) and Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta shake hands at State House yesterday. — AP 
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DORADAL, Colombia: More than 20 years after Colombian
drug lord Pablo Escobar died in a gunfight with police, a
strange legacy survives him: His pet hippos. Look out of the
window in the dead of night in the village of Doradal and
you may see one plodding down the street. Police killed or
locked up Escobar’s drug gang, but not the hippos in his
private zoo. Left to themselves on his Napoles Estate, they
bred to become what’s said to be the biggest wild hippo
herd outside Africa - a local curiosity and a hazard.

“I was going to football training this morning about
6:30 and there was one in the meadow, opposite the
school,” says Lina Maria Alvarez, 12. Just outside the vil-
lage, Diego Alejandro Rojas, 19, shines a flashlight on a
black mass grazing among the tall grass. Its eyes catch
the light and shine like glowworms. “They come from the
Napoles Estate along the canal after nightfall,” Rojas says.
“They are like the village pets. I’m more afraid of the
snakes than the hippos.”

Hippo Paradise 
David Echeverri Lopez, a biologist from the regional

environmental corporation Cornare, says it is the biggest
herd of wild hippopotamuses outside of Africa. The have
thrived in this green spot in northern Colombia, but
Echeverri warns they are a hazard for the local area and its

environment. They break fences and defecate in the rivers.
“This is a paradise for them,” said local veterinarian Jairo
Leon Henao. “They have no predators so they are more at
peace than they would be in their natural habitat and they
have been reproducing faster.”

Hippo Aggression 
Escobar bought four hippos from a zoo in California and

flew them to his ranch in the early 1980s, Echeverri says. He
now estimates there are about 35 in the area. Doradal and
the Escobar’s old ranch lie 190 km from the city of Medellin,
which gave its name to his cartel. Escobar was one of the
richest and most powerful criminals ever. His racket grew
into a multi-million dollar business that dominated the
cocaine trade and was blamed for numerous killings. Like
his gang, hippos can very fierce, naturalists say.

“If they get aggressive they pose a risk to Colombian
biodiversity. They could displace native fauna” such as
otters and endangered manatees, Echeverri says. “It is an
invasive species and very resistant to everything. They car-
ry diseases that can kill livestock,” Echeverri says, standing
by the lake at Hacienda Napoles, where hippos’ giant
snouts and ears poke out of the water. They threaten fish-
ing too. “They pollute the water courses where they defe-
cate,” Echeverri says. — AFP 

ISTANBUL: Receptionist, waiter, hairdresser, pastry-
seller: these are the jobs of the ambitious young
Syrians who abandoned their dreams in Damascus
to start from scratch in Istanbul. In Fatih, a densely-
packed neighborhood that serves as a hub for Arabs
in Turkey’s biggest city, the traces of home are every-
where. The delicate scent of Aleppo’s famous soap
floats out of storefronts, mingling with the enticing
aromas of the pistachio and almond pastries sold
throughout Syria.

Rafik carefully piles a kilo of sticky baklava into a
cardboard box bearing the legend “Treats from
Damascus” in Arabic. “I designed the logo for the
shop and the packaging myself,” says the 27-year-old
- a brief return to the creativity of his former days as
an artisan wood carver. “I always fought to study
what I wanted. I was passionate about it and nothing
could turn me away from art and design.”

But that was before the war that has been rav-
aging his homeland since 2011 - and before the
army of Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad began call-
ing up young men like him for conscription. “It
wasn’t bombs that I fled - it was the possibility of
becoming one of those people throwing the bombs,”
says Rafik, who like other refugees would only give
his first name. Further up the road, Ahmad dozes in
the summer heat at the restaurant where he waits
tables, before the arrival of the first customers after
the Ramadan fast ends at nightfall. 

“My parents gave everything so I could do my
accountancy studies,” says the 24-year-old, whose
sad eyes don’t match his bright smile. “Today I find
myself far from them, in a country where I haven’t
mastered the language and where, as a waiter, I
have to do everything in the restaurant.” But Ahmad
has no regrets over his decision to head to Istanbul
two years ago - even though he earns only 900
Turkish lira ($310) a month as a waiter and has to
share a flat with three other Syrians to cover the
rent. “I had the choice between war and exile, and I
didn’t even hesitate,” he says.

‘We have No Country’ 
Turkey has taken in 2.7 million people from

neighboring Syria since the start of the brutal con-
flict. Ankara has refused to grant them official
refugee status, referring to them as “guests”, though
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan signalled recently
that they could eventually be granted citizenship.
Very few have work permits and many struggle to
eke out a living on odd jobs. Around a tenth live in
refugee camps, the rest in towns and cities - includ-
ing some 350,000 who have come to Istanbul.

Nour, 26, arrived in the city alone a few months
ago and now works as a receptionist in a language
school founded by a fellow Syrian. She won’t go into
details about what pushed her to leave behind her
“family, work and love life”, saying simply that she left
for “ideological reasons”. “I know I’m luckier than a lot
of other Syrians who live in tents or who beg in the
street, but that’s not enough to make me happy
here,” she says, her voice cracking.

But she expresses pride at how young Syrians in
Istanbul are doing their best to fit in.  “I feel like I can
be useful to my compatriots here,” she said. “Since
our country can’t offer us anything anymore, we
have to adapt to the Turks who have welcomed us
and learn their language. Our students are mainly
young Syrians in their 20s and 30s. They are very
motivated and in less than six months they’re get-
ting by in Turkish.” Maher, a 29-year-old hairdresser,
learnt his Turkish on the Internet. “It’s quick and real-
ly efficient. If you’re motivated you can do anything,”
he says. In Damascus he had his own salon; here,
he’s working for someone else. “It’s not exactly the
future I dreamed of,” he admits. “I hope I can go
home one day.” But pastry-seller Rafik doesn’t see
himself ever going back to Syria. “In 1948 the
Palestinians thought they’d be going home in a few
days - look where they are today,” he says. “We don’t
have a country anymore,” he adds, handing a box of
cakes to a customer. — AFP 

DORADAL, Colombia: A hippo is seen at the Hacienda Napoles theme park, once the
private zoo of drug kingpin Pablo Escobar, at his Napoles ranch in Antioquia depart-
ment on June 22, 2016.  — AFP 

SKARAMANGAS, Greece:  “B for book, C for
car...” repeat a dozen six and seven-year-olds in
an English class taught by two refugee volun-
teers in a makeshift classroom at a Greek
migrant camp. There will be no summer holi-
days for these pupils, who have to make up for
lost time as Greece prepares plans to educate
around 8,500 refugee children, starting in
September. The volunteer teachers from Syria,
an engineer and a university student, are
among about 20 refugees giving lessons to 670
students between the ages of six and 13 at the
Skaramangas camp in the suburbs of Athens.

Half of the refugees in the camp - Syrians,
Afghans and Iraqi Kurds - are under the age of
17. With only two classrooms set up in shipping
containers, each child receives about two
hours of classes per week, including lessons in
their native languages - Arabic, Dari and
Kurdish - plus English and maths. “It’s only a
drop,” says Syrian engineer Bazel Shrayyef, but
still “the start of a return to normality” for the
children who have faced war and exile and are
in danger of becoming apathetic from a life put
on hold.  

The volunteer teachers say rebuilding ties
to school is essential for the children. “We have
children who are eight to 10 years old who
don’t even know how to hold a pen or write
their name in their language,” says Syrian Luaay
Koman Al Babille, a former student of palaeog-
raphy in Aleppo, who initiated the education
efforts at the camp. In a makeshift teachers’
lounge, also inside a container, he puts togeth-
er textbooks from Syrian programs on the
Internet, careful to remove anything that could
aggravate tensions.

According to the NGO Save the Children,
which has warned of the risk of a lost genera-

tion, the refugee children stuck in camps in
Greece on average have not been in school for
a year and a half.  And more than a fifth of
school-age children have never set foot in a
classroom.

‘Children are Angry’ 
In Skaramangas, refugees wait to know

where they will be relocated in the European
Union, or if they will be given asylum in Greece
- so they don’t know where they will be living
in six months to a year from now. “In our classes
it’s hard for students to concentrate for a long
time, we have to keep getting them to pay
attention,” says Ianni Baveas, one of the local
volunteers who teaches the children Greek. “A
lot of the children are angry,” adds her fellow
volunteer Poppy Paraskevopoulou.

She says she has been waging a battle with
charity groups, the administration and the
army which manages the refugee camp to get
eight more classrooms to have a real education
program. The challenge for Greece, where
some 50,000 refugees are stranded after the
closing of Europe’s borders through the Balkan
countries in late February, is to create a school
program for the children in the camps.

The Greek education ministry is working on
it, incorporating the initiatives like the one in
Skaramangas and the pool of volunteers who
have fostered solidarity with the refugees. The
program set to start in September would
include classes to integrate the students, in the
camps or at public facilities, ahead of proper
schooling. But there are many difficulties in
achieving that goal. The refugee population is
very mixed and still very unsettled. And nation-
al education is underfunded in debt-wracked
Greece after six years of austerity.  — AFP 

No summer break for migrant 
schoolchildren in Greek camp

ATHENS: Children follow English lessons in a container converted into a classroom
on June 24, 2016 at the refugee camp of Skaramangas. — AFP 

Odd jobs in Istanbul for young Syrians 

Drug lord’s pet hippos roam Colombian village

MAIDUGURI, Nigeria: Halima cries as her
mother Yagana lifts her up to be weighed.
The one-year-old girl’s belly protrudes over
legs that are barely more than paper-thin
skin and bone. The baby has been treated
for severe acute malnutrition for a week
since arriving in the city of Maiduguri,
northeast Nigeria, weighing just 4.5 kg. The
course of high-energy food supplements
has helped her put on 0.7 kg.  But she is still
hardly bigger than a healthy newborn. 

Flies crawl on her face as she sits on her
mother ’s lap at the nutrition clinic.
Volunteers clean up her diarrhoea from
the floor and Yagana wipes her daughter’s
bare bottom with a dirty rag. Yagana, from
the village of Dire, in the Mafa area of
Borno, once had six children. Halima is the
only one still alive. “Soldiers told us to
leave, just leave, leave,” she said. Baby
Halima “just fell sick. We had no food.”

Humanitarian Emergency 
Northeast Nigeria has been torn apart

for the last seven years by Boko Haram
insurgents. At least 20,000 people have
been killed and more than 2.6 million
others left homeless by the Islamist fight-
ers. But as Nigeria’s military recaptures
territory from the militants in the remote
region, the full effects of the conflict are
being laid bare as aid agencies are finally
able to move in. With homes and busi-
nesses destroyed and farmland devastat-
ed, the United Nations has warned that
some 50,000 children could starve to
death this year in Borno state alone if
nothing is done.

“We estimate that there will be almost
a quarter of a million children under five
suffering from severe acute malnutrition
in Borno this year,” said Unicef Nigeria
representative Jean Gough. “Unless we
reach these children with treatment, one
in five of them will die. We cannot allow
that to happen.” Doctors Without Borders
(MSF) has said at least 188 people died in
the month to June 22, mainly from diar-
rhoea and malnutrition, in Bama, some 70
km from Maiduguri.  — AFP 

Boko Haram tragedy:
Malnutrition rising

ISTANBUL: Syrian and Turkish people walk in a street next to shops with Arabic lettering on
Monday in the Fatih neighborhood. — AFP 

MAIDUGURI: This photo taken on
June 30, 2016 shows a young baby
boy suffering from severe acute mal-
nutrition in the Muna informal settle-
ment on the outskirts of the capital of
Borno State. — AFP 


