
MOTHERWELL, Scotland: Cooling tow-
ers, blast furnaces and coking coal. The
grit and humor of steelworkers heading
to early-morning shifts. That was
Motherwell before the steelworks closed
and the “Steelopolis” of Scotland became
another tattered, post-industrial town
trying to a find its place in a service econ-
omy. Had this been south of the border,
maybe Robert Butcher, whose father lost
his job when the Ravenscraig steelworks
closed in 1992, would have channeled his
resentment toward the European Union.
But unlike many blue-collar voters in
England and Wales, Butcher doesn’t see
how leaving the 28-nation bloc would
benefit declining industrial towns like
Motherwell that were once the backbone
of the sprawling British Empire.

“Britain is not what it was. It thinks it is.
But it’s not. And it’s as simple as that,” said
Butcher, a 52-year-old metal worker, fix-
ing his car in the front of an abandoned
home not far from the former
Ravenscraig worksite. In one of the defin-
ing splits of last week’s EU referendum, all
32 council areas in Scotland as well as
Northern Ireland went against their
southern neighbors and voted for Britain
to stay in the bloc. Even towns shattered
by the demise of shipyards, coal mines
and steelworks made the calculus that
quitting the EU wouldn’t turn things
around for them. “I think it’s a lot to do
with the Scottish independence move-
ment,” said Tasmina Ahmed-Sheikh, one
of the 54 legislators representing the
Scottish National Party in the British
Parliament.

A lawyer and former actress, Ahmed-
Sheikh said the SNP’s enthusiastic cam-
paigning for continued British EU mem-
bership helps explain why Scotland voted
to “remain.” The party leads the local
Scottish government and spearheaded
an unsuccessful campaign for Scottish
independence in a 2014 referendum. “It
really is unfathomable to imagine
Scotland not being part of the EU,” she
said, outside her constituency office in
Alloa, a town once known for its wool
industry. “People up and down the coun-
try are thinking that they’re going to
wake up tomorrow and it’s all going to be
a really bad dream.”

Immediately after the vote, SNP
leader and Scottish First Minister Nicola
Sturgeon raised the possibility of a
repeat referendum on Scottish inde-
pendence, saying it’s unfair for Scots to
be pulled out of the EU against their will
simply due to the larger numbers of
English voters. In Edinburgh, a pictur-
esque university city where kilt-wearing
bagpipers entertain tourists on the Royal
Mile, 74 percent voted to “remain” - the
highest in Scotland. The overall win for
the “leave” side in Britain appeared to
deepen the animosity toward England
among some Scots.

Shock 
Others were just shocked by the out-

come. “The day that the result came out I

was on my way to one of the agricultural
shows in Edinburgh,” said Lindsay Wright,
a 23-year-old celebrating her degree in
veterinary medicine. “And the atmos-
phere there was just one of dismay, and
sort of ‘What will happen now, how will it
affect our livelihoods?’”

She said perhaps Scots voted differ-
ently from the English and the Welsh
because they already had thought
through the consequences of leaving the
EU when they voted in the 2014 inde-
pendence referendum. Leaving Britain
would have meant leaving the EU, too, at
least temporarily. In that 2014 ballot, 55
percent of Scots voted to stay in the UK.
To be sure, not all Scots feel the same
way about Europe. Unionists marching
Saturday with British flags and Protestant
banners in the annual Orange Order
parade in Glasgow rejected the assertion
that Scotland was being dragged out of
the EU by other parts of the UK.

“There’s isn’t a Scottish vote, there
was a UK vote,” said Findley McLaughlin,
a penny whistle player in the Protestant
Boys marching band. “The SNP have got
an agenda, 100 percent. They just want
to break up the (United Kingdom). And
it’ll never work.” Anthony Ridge Newman,
an associate researcher at the University
of Glasgow, said Scottish nationalism has
changed the way Scots “view their place
in the United Kingdom and the way they
view their place in Europe.” However, he
said, there’s a contradiction in how the
Scottish National Party calls for inde-
pendence from Britain while still wanting
to remain part of the larger EU.

Motherwell, southeast of Glasgow,
belongs to an area where 62 percent of
voters backed remaining in the EU.
Places with the same recent history of
decline in England and Wales typically
voted “leave” by a similar margin. Iron
works and coal mines made Motherwell
one of Scotland’s most important indus-
trial centers in the 19th century. The
Ravenscraig steelworks opened in 1957
and its closure in 1992 left hundreds of
steelworkers jobless and affected thou-
sands of related businesses. “It was all
right for them that went and got their
redundancy,” Butcher said in a thick
Glaswegian accent, taking a break from
replacing a bulb on his headlights. “But if
you didn’t get a job within a year, you
had to start living off the money.”

The cooling towers came down in
1996 but the Ravenscraig site is still
undergoing redevelopment. Derelict and
polluted land is still being cleaned up to
be reopened for residential or commer-
cial developments - a project partially
funded by the EU. Asked why he thought
industrial towns in England and Scotland
voted so differently despite sharing so
many traits, Butcher said it comes down
to how they view their place in the
world. “There are a lot of things England
likes with the EU, but they don’t run it,”
he said. “And that’s their only problem,
when they don’t run it. They like to have
the last say.” — AP 

Why Scotland, unlike its 

neighbors, voted to stay 

LONDON: Britain’s Conservative party started voting
yesterday to replace outgoing Prime Minister David
Cameron following his resignation in the wake of
Britain’s shock decision to leave the European Union.
Interior minister Theresa May is the clear frontrunner,
pitching herself as a sober operator capable of unify-
ing a party fractured by last month’s referendum and
of leading Britain out of the EU. The new leader will
also have to ease fears over Brexit’s effect on the
economy, with the Bank of England on Monday
moving to boost bank lending as it warned that risks
to financial stability “have begun to crystalize”. 

May has said she does not plan to invoke Article
50, the formal procedure for leaving the EU, until the
end of the year at the earliest, despite pressure from
European leaders for a quicker divorce. May cam-
paigned for Britain to stay in the EU but now says
that “Brexit means Brexit” and has ruled out an early
election or a second referendum - both seen as pos-
sible ways of rowing back from the result. One of her
leading rivals, Andrea Leadsom, who campaigned
for Britain to leave, has said she wants exit negotia-
tions to be “as short as possible” in order to avoid
“prolonged uncertainty”.

The ruling party’s 330 MPs will vote for one of five
candidates, with the least popular being eliminated
ahead of similar votes to reduce the shortlist to two.
The party’s 150,000 members will then decide the
winner, with the result to be declared on Sept 9.

Brexit’s ‘Sad Heroes’ 
The race took a dramatic turn last week when

justice minister Michael Gove announced his candi-
dacy, delivering a stinging attack on pro-Leave ally
Boris Johnson moments before he was expected to
announce his own bid. A wounded Johnson pulled
out of the contest but the affair appears to have
turned some MPs against Gove. Leadsom received
Johnson’s backing on Tuesday. “Andrea Leadsom
offers the zap, the drive, and the determination
essential for the next leader of this country,” said the
former London mayor. “She possesses the qualities
needed to bring together leavers and remainers in
the weeks and months ahead.”

The vote has shaken Britain’s political order,
plunging both the Conservatives and opposition
Labour party into chaos. Leading Brexit campaigner,
MEP Nigel Farage, resigned as head of the UK
Independence Party on Monday, saying his “political
ambition has been achieved”. “The Brexit heroes of
yesterday are now the sad heroes of today,” European
Commission president Jean-Claude Juncker told the
European Parliament. “Those who have contributed
to the situation in the UK have resigned, Johnson,
Farage and others. They are as it were retro-national-
ists, they are not patriots,” he said. “Patriots don’t
resign when things get difficult, they stay.”

Britain’s negotiations to leave the EU will form a
key plank of each leadership bid, and May told MPs
on Monday that the status of EU residents already
in Britain was up for debate. Gove and Leadsom
have said EU citizens should be given guarantees
they can stay. 

Labour Crisis Talks 
Leadsom insisted she would drive a hard bargain

with Brussels, if elected. “I know how to strike a deal
in a tough negotiation,” she said. May, who cam-
paigned to stay in the EU, has already secured the
support of 115 MPs, while Leadsom has 40 declared

supporters. Outsiders Stephen Crabb and Liam Fox
complete the line-up. Further rounds of voting will
be held on Thursday and the following Tuesday until
two candidates remain.

In the Labour Party, leader Jeremy Corbyn is
still clinging to his job, despite being defeated in
a non-binding no-confidence vote of Labour law-

makers angry at his lacklustre campaigning to
stay in the EU. Deputy leader Tom Watson was set
to hold emergency talks on Tuesday with influen-
tial trade union leaders in an attempt to force
Corbyn’s resignation, but the leader posted a mes-
sage to party members on Monday, promising he
was “carrying on”.  — AFP 
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LONDON: British Secretary of State for Justice and leadership candidate for Britain’s ruling
Conservative Party Michael Gove gives a thumbs-up to photographers as he arrives for a cabi-
net meeting at 10 Downing Street yesterday. — AP 
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KALININGRAD, Russia: On the curb-
side outside the civilian airport in
Kaliningrad, Russia’s Baltic Sea outpost,
a group of about 20 servicemen in
Russian navy uniforms lined up earlier
this month, waiting for a bus to take
them to their base. “We are an addi-
tional reinforcement,” one of the young
men, who said he and his colleagues
had flown in that day, told Reuters as
they waited on the rain-soaked tarmac.
He gave no further details.

Russia and NATO are each building
up their military capability across east-
ern Europe, spurred by the conflict in
Ukraine which has prompted officials
on both sides to talk of the risk of a
new, Cold War-style confrontation. For
Russia, a strategic centerpiece is here in
Kaliningrad. A relic of the Soviet Union,
it is a small piece of Russian territory
sandwiched between NATO members
Poland and Lithuania, allowing the
Kremlin to project its military power
into the alliance’s northern flank.

During a three-day visit by Reuters
earlier this month, there was ample vis-
ible evidence of Russia enhancing its
military presence. Trucks moved mili-
tary equipment from a port to loca-
tions inland, small groups of service-
men flew in, work was under way to
boost security near one base and
extensive construction was taking
place at another base housing a mili-
tary radar system. Reuters was able to
see only a glimpse of what the Russian
military is doing in Kaliningrad. Much
of the region is off-limits to foreigners
without a special permit and at one
point men in civilian clothes ordered
photos of military infrastructure delet-
ed. The Russian defence ministry did
not respond to questions about its
deployments in Kaliningrad.

But much of the activity tallied with
what military analysts and Western
diplomats say Russia is doing: prepar-
ing to station new missiles in
Kaliningrad and build a web of anti-air-
craft systems that could challenge
NATO aircraft over the Baltic states and
parts of Poland. Russia’s military build-
up will be on the agenda when leaders
of NATO member states meet in
Warsaw on July 8 for an alliance sum-

mit. Russia says it has been forced to
respond because NATO is drawing
closer to its borders.

“When it comes to threats in the
(Kaliningrad) area, indeed we can talk
of an increase in the intensity of Russia’s
aggression in recent days,” Poland’s
Defence Minister Antoni Macierewicz
told Reuters. “These threats have a very
important, dangerous role, always pres-
ent in NATO’s thinking - these are anti-
access activities, which are a serious
threat to the alliance.”

Radar Station
Kaliningrad was born after World

War Two when Soviet troops occupied
the German port of Koenigsberg. The
war left most of the city bombed to
rubble. The remaining German popula-
tion was expelled and the city annexed
to the Soviet Union, resettled with
Russians and renamed Kaliningrad in
honour of a Soviet leader who died in
1946. After the breakup of the Soviet
Union in 1991 it became a Russian
exclave, with no land borders with oth-
er parts of Russia.

According to NATO planners, Russia
is using Kaliningrad to pursue what is
known as an anti-access/area denial
(A2/AD) strategy for surrounding areas.
That involves a strategic layering of
surface-to-air missiles to block off
NATO’s air access, if needed, to the
three Baltic states and about a third of
Poland. Some Western officials believe
the Baltic states, which have large eth-
nic Russian minorities, could be seized
by Moscow, much as Russia took con-
trol of Ukraine’s Crimea region two
years ago.  Moscow says it has no such
intention, but needs to beef up its
defences because of NATO buildup in
the Baltic.

Unlike Ukraine, the Baltic states are
part of NATO, which means the alliance
would be bound to act to protect them
from any threat to their territory. A
European Union diplomat who focuses
on security said Russia’s strategy for
adding anti-air capability in Kaliningrad
“will only progress - the process is cen-
tralized and well-coordinated”. “And the
Russians spend the greatest amount of
financial resources on those capabili-

ties,” the diplomat said. “The question is
what is it intended for?”

The biggest construction works
seen by Reuters were at the Pionersky
Radar Station, on Kaliningrad’s north-
ern coast. The radar itself, whose range
covers all of Europe and which gives
early warning of air attack, became
operational in 2014. Now, the military
is expanding the infrastructure around
it.  Trucks carrying sand and gravel
could be seen driving into the base.
Dump trucks, a truck-mounted crane
and an excavator were parked nearby.
Construction workers walked in and
out of the base, some in camouflage
trousers. “The station is strategic for
Russia, that’s where a lot of work is
going on,” said a soldier based there.

Information posted on the website
of Russia’s Federal Agency for Special
Construction, which carries out con-
struction projects for the military, said
work was underway to build barracks,
a heating plant, canteens, a medical
station, storage units, a firefighting sta-
tion, a social club and sports facilities.
New buildings could be seen behind
the gate into the base.  Two local
sources said the new accommodation
could house up to several hundred
service personnel.

Military activity could also be
observed in the region’s main city, also
called Kaliningrad. Military trucks
could be seen emerging from the
Kaliningrad port - a civilian facility that
has a military section - and heading to
other parts of the region. Several of the
trucks were carrying small artillery
pieces.  Others had containers on the
back, and in other cases the cargo was
concealed beneath a tarpaulin.

At a third location, near the town of
Svetlyi, a watchtower just off the road
had been renovated, and a swathe of
forest around it had been freshly felled
to improve sight lines from the tower.
Two local sources familiar with the mil-
itary set-up in the region said the
watchtower was part of a chain of
security to protect a military com-
pound near Svetlyi that stored the
arsenal of Russia’s Baltic Fleet, head-
quartered at the nearby port of
Baltiysk. — Reuters 

Russia Baltic outpost digs 

in for standoff with NATO

PARIS: A French inquiry into the terror attacks
that rocked Paris in 2015 yesterday recommend-
ed a fusion of the country’s intelligence services
after the “global failure” of the country’s myriad
agencies. The parliamentary inquiry was set up
in February to probe possible security failings in
the run-up to the two major jihadist attacks in
Paris last year that left 147 people dead. “The
two big intelligence bosses admitted during
their hearings that the 2015 attacks represent a
‘global intelligence failure’,” said Socialist law-
maker Sebastien Pietrasanta.

France currently has six different intelligence
units answering to the interior, defense and
economy ministries. After 200 hours of hearings,
lawmakers found that the different agencies had
struggled to communicate about known
Islamists who had either been under surveil-
lance, in prison or had their phones tapped at
some point before carrying out attacks. The
president of the commission of inquiry, former
judge Georges Fenech, said the barriers
between the various intelligence services led to
the surveillance of Charlie Hebdo attacker Said
Kouachi being lifted when he moved from Paris
to the northeastern city of Reims.

The next time he was heard of was when he

and his brother Cherif opened fire at the satirical
weekly in Paris on January 7 last year, killing 12
people. Two days later, Amedy Coulibaly, who
met Cherif in prison, took shoppers hostage at a
Jewish supermarket, killing four people. He also
shot dead a policewoman in Paris.  Justice
Minister Jean-Jacques Urvoas said during his
hearing that Coulibaly - a known radical and
repeat offender - represented intelligence fail-
ings within the prison system, having been
released from custody without being put under
surveillance.

The French system of judicial supervision,
whereby terror suspects not deemed dangerous
enough to be remanded in custody are instead
ordered to report regularly to the police, also
contained “weaknesses”, said Pietrasanta. Samy
Amimour, who was involved in the attack on the
Bataclan concert hall on November 13, when a
team of jihadists killed 130 people across Paris
nightspots, was able to travel to Syria in 2013
despite a ban on leaving France. The lawmakers
heard from an anti-terrorism judge that terror-
ists were subject to the same level of surveil-
lance as small-time crooks who peddle marijua-
na when released from prison under court
supervision. — AFP

France attacks probe 

urges intel overhaul


