
DHAKA: Bangladeshi police said yesterday one of
the men they shot dead during the siege of a Dhaka
cafe on the weekend may have been a hostage killed
by mistake, while the hunt for accomplices of the
gunmen who killed 20 people focused on six sus-
pects. Police yesterday named five Bangladeshi gun-
men who stormed the restaurant in Dhaka’s diplo-
matic zone late on Friday. Most of the victims in the
violence claimed by Islamic State were foreigners,
from Italy, Japan, India and the United States.

It was one of the deadliest militant attacks in
Bangladesh, where Islamic State and Al-Qaeda have
claimed a series of killings of liberals and members of
religious minorities in the past year. The government
has dismissed those claims, as it did the Islamic State
claim of responsibility for Friday’s attack. Pictures of
five young men clutching guns and grinning in front
of a black flag were posted on an Islamic State web-
site hours after the attack, along with the claim of
responsibility, but despite that, authorities have
ruled out a foreign link.

Police believe that Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB), an outlawed domestic group that
has pledged allegiance to Islamic State, played a sig-
nificant role in organising the band of privileged,
educated young attackers. Confusion over exactly
how many gunmen were involved was at least part-
ly cleared up on Tuesday when police said among
the six people security forces killed when they

stormed the building to end a 12-hour stand-off
was Saiful Islam Chowkidar, a pizza maker at the
Holey Artisan restaurant.

“We killed six people in the restaurant. A case has
been registered against five. The sixth man was a
restaurant employee,” Saiful Islam, a top police offi-
cial investigating the attack, told Reuters. “He may
not be involved,” he said, adding that the investiga-
tion was going on. An employee of the cafe, shown
a photo of a man killed at the eatery and wearing a
chef’s outfit, identified him as Chowkidar, and said
he had worked there for 18 months. Police named
five men as attackers in a case filed on Tuesday to
allow them to launch official investigations, includ-
ing questioning families of the militants for clues as
to what turned them into killers. Two other suspects
are in hospital.

‘Guided’
Police said they were hunting for six members of

the JMB who were suspected of organising the
attack. “Six members of JMB have been shown as
accused in the case.  We are trying to arrest them
because they could be the mastermind,” Islam said.
The JMB has been accused of involvement in many
of the killings over the past year and Islam said police
were interrogating more than 130 of its members
already in custody in the hope of gleaning clues. “We
don’t know who is the mastermind behind the

attack. We just know that these boys were guided to
launch an attack on the restaurant,” he said.

The five named in the case filing were Nibras
Islam, Rohan Imtiaz, Meer Saameh Mubasheer,
Khairul Islam and Shafiqul Islam. The attack marked a
major escalation in the scale and brutality of violence
aimed at forcing strict Islamic rule in Bangladesh,
whose 160 million people are mostly Muslim. It has
shocked the country, as have details emerging about
the well-to-do lives of some of the gunmen.

At least three of the gunmen were from wealthy,
liberal families who had attended elite Dhaka
schools, in contrast to the traditional Bangladeshi
militant’s path from poverty and a madrassa educa-
tion to violence. Three of the attackers had been
missing since the beginning of the year, police have
said. Two had attended a private university in
Malaysia, one of whom, Nibras Islam, was not partic-
ularly religious, according to a student who played
football with him at a private college in Dhaka
between 2009 and 2011. 

“We are in touch with investigators in Malaysia
and they are sharing all the information but as of
now we have not found any links with international
militant groups,” Islam said. One of the dead gunmen
was from a poor family and had studied at a madras-
sa and another hailed from a lower-middle class
background, said another senior police official who
declined to be identified. — Reuters 
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YANGON: Khin Htar Kyu was in her late teens when
she left her village in Wakema Township in Myanmar’s
southern Ayeyarwady Region with a younger sister to
find work in Yangon to help pay the debts of her farm-
ing family. On arrival she took the first job she was
offered and began work as a live-in housemaid with a
family in Sanchaung Township. Four years have passed
and the 23-year-old has rarely had a day off. She usual-
ly works from 4 am to 10 pm to cook, clean and take
care of young children, earning US$85 per month and
free meals and lodging. “Sometimes, I want to take one
day off during the week but I can’t,” Khin Htar Kyu said.
“I was happier as a farmer, I had a lot of quiet and free-
dom. I need not care about anything except my crops.”

Across Myanmar, there are tens of thousands of
girls like Khin Htar Kyu who leave their families to
become a domestic worker and send money home.
The urban migration is a longstanding practice in
Myanmar but the process of relatives or neighbors
connecting girls with wealthier families is being
replaced by recruitment agencies and unregistered
brokers, prompting calls for more to be done to ensure
they are treated well and know their rights.

Women and child rights activists say they usually
receive little pay and lack labour rights protection, and
the maids are often young - or underage - and vulnera-
ble to various forms of abuse by their employer. Naw
Aye Aye Hlaing, programme manager with Yangon-

based non-governmental organisation Women Can Do
It, said workers usually don’t complain as they are iso-
lated in their employers’ homes and lack support when
they want to report abuses.

“Myanmar has no special support group to help
housemaids as they are seen as unimportant workers,”
she said, adding that more must be done to ensure
proper treatment of workers. “Housemaids should be
set reasonable tasks ... (and) employers should be
responsible for creating a safe working environment,”
said Naw Aye Aye Hlaing.

Vulnerable and Unprotected
Aung Myo Min, executive director at NGO Equality

Myanmar, said many maids are children from poor
families who cannot care for them. They are placed
with wealthier households and provide free labour in
return for a roof over their heads. “Some of these chil-
dren have a lower status than domestic workers - they
just get a meal and shelter, not money, for their work,”
he said. Maung Maung Soe, a lawyer in Yangon, told
Myanmar Now, an independent website supported by
the Thomson Reuters Foundation, that maids are often
poorly fed, lack proper sleeping quarters and are regu-
larly beaten.

Yet, court cases against abusive employers are rare
as maids lack legal avenues to complain. “They have lit-
tle legal protection as there are no (labour) laws to pro-

tect housemaids against employers. But if they are
accused of stealing money from their employer they
can easily be prosecuted,” said Maung Maung Soe, who
has provided legal aid to abused workers. Files at
Yangon Regional Police Headquarters obtained by
Myanmar Now show authorities recorded only eight
cases of criminal abuse of maids by employers in the
whole country between 2011 to 2015, four cases of
which were in Yangon.

In only one case an employer was sentenced. Kyi
Hla Myint, a man from Yangon’s Bahan Township,
received three years in prison with hard labour in
February 2014 for beating a 14-year-old girl, burning
her hands with cooking oil, and locking her up in a
room without food. In 2013, a 14-year-old house-
maid filed a complaint with police over beatings on
her head, back, arms and chest by members of a fam-
ily in North Dagon Township who employed her for
four years. Three of them are now facing criminal
prosecution.

Legal Protection Needed
Rights activists said the cases are just the tip of the

iceberg as many abuses go unreported because vic-
tims lack the knowledge to stand up to their employ-
ers or because issues are quietly settled by employers.
“Only if housemaids have major injuries on their bod-
ies can they have enough proof for a police complaint.

Otherwise, it is very difficult for them,” said Maung
Maung Soe. Aung Myo Min, of Equality Myanmar, said
the government should draw up legal protections for
domestic workers and inform them of their rights.
“Housemaids need to know how and where they can
file complaints against abuses by employers,” he said.

Nyunt Win, deputy director-general at Factories and
General Labour Laws Inspection Department, said the
Ministry of Labor, Immigration and Manpower has held
talks with civil society organisations over drafting a law
to set a minimum age for domestic workers and pro-
vide basic labour rights, such as working hours and
holidays. He acknowledged the workers’ situation was
poorly regulated. “There are many controversial issues
regarding housemaids, including working hours and
off-days,” Nyunt Win said, before adding that maids
“should not refuse to prepare meals or wash clothes at
the time when their employers come home”.

Myanmar Now contacted several lawmakers in the
ruling National League for Democracy but none knew
of the draft law. The Yangon Kayin Baptist Women’s
Association has created an organisation called
Protection for Women in Household Services that tries
to ensure girls are employed by families who treat
them well. Naw Phaw Wah, the director of the organi-
zation, said her staff have helped about 100 maids find
safe jobs and carry out regular visits to check on their
working situation. — Reuters 

DHAKA: A Bangladeshi politician spoke yes-
terday of his horror to learn his son was
among the suspects who murdered foreign-
ers at a Dhaka cafe, and said many young
men from wealthy, educated families were
going missing. Imtiaz Khan Babul said his 22-
year-old son Rohan Imtiaz, who was killed
when commandos stormed the cafe on
Saturday, had been a top-scoring student
whose behavior gave no hint he was radical-
ized before he disappeared last December. “I
was stunned and speechless to learn that my
son had done such a heinous thing,” a tearful
Babul told AFP. “I don’t know what changed
him. There was nothing that would suggest
that he was getting radicalized. He hardly
read any religious books.”

Babul, an official with the ruling Awami
League party, said he believed his son may
have been “brainwashed” online. He had not
seen Rohan since travelling to India in
December with his maths teacher wife, leav-
ing their three children in Dhaka. In the
months following Rohan’s disappearance,
Babul lobbied senior party officials to help
find his only son and even scoured the city’s
morgues. As he searched, he met other fami-
lies who had suffered the same fate. “I met so
many parents whose boys had gone missing,”
he said. “Even yesterday, one of them was
saying that I was lucky that I got the body of
my boy. Some of them are not so lucky.”

Security forces shot dead six men when
they stormed the cafe, bringing the all-night
siege to an end, while one suspected attack-
er was taken alive and is being questioned.

Police initially identified all six as suspected
attackers, but yesterday they said they were
looking into whether one was a kitchen
worker who was held hostage. Relatives of
Saiful Islam Chowkider raised the alarm after
recognizing the 39-year-old among the pic-
tures of the suspects police released after the
siege. “We protested. We said he was never a
militant. He was hardworking man and one
of the best pizza and pasta makers in
Bangladesh,” Chowkider’s cousin Solaiman
told AFP. “We went to the military, but they
would not hand over the body, they said he
was a suspect.”

Diplomat Concerns
Witnesses say the perpetrators of the

attack, claimed by the Islamic State group,
spared the lives of Muslims. The 20 people
killed included nine Italians, seven Japanese,
a US citizen and a 19-year-old Indian student.
Yesterday, the bodies of the Japanese victims
arrived on a government plane in Tokyo. All
had worked with the government-run Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) in
Bangladesh. Authorities said an aircraft carry-
ing the bodies of the nine Italian victims had
flown out of Dhaka early Tuesday.
Bangladesh’s foreign minister met diplomats
Tuesday following the attack, the worst by far
targeting the international community in
Dhaka. Hundreds of foreign firms operate
out of Bangladesh and its clothes manufac-
turing industry is the lifeblood of the econo-
my, accounting for more than 80 percent of
exports. — AFP 

Politician stunned by 
son’s role in attack

NEW YORK: The United States celebrated the
July Fourth holiday on Monday with parades,
baking contests and picnics draped in red,
white and an extra layer of blue, as police
ramped up patrols because of concerns about
terrorism and gun violence. Millions of
Americans marked independence from Britain
with celebrations as boisterous as a music-
packed party by country music legend Willie
Nelson for 10,000 people at a race track in
Austin, Texas, and as staid as colonial-era cos-
tumed actors reading the Declaration of
Independence at the US National Archives in
Washington.

“It’s a good day for reflecting on the posi-
tive things about America - the sense of free-
dom that you can go after and achieve what-
ever you want,” said Helen Donaldson, 48, the
mother of a multi-ethnic family of four adopt-
ed teens living in Maplewood, New Jersey.
Donaldson, a white Australian immigrant,
cheered with her two New Jersey-born
African-American daughters, both 12 and
dressed in red, white and blue, as a recording
of the Star Spangled Banner played to kick off
a children’s relay race.  Nearby, in the baking
contest tent, 13-year-old Nate Fisher entered
his cherry blueberry tart into competition. “I
have high hopes,” he said, flashing a smile.

History was made in the traditional hot-
dog-eating contest at New York’s Coney Island
when long-time champion Joey “Jaws”
Chestnut took back the Mustard Yellow
International Belt from last year’s upstart win-
ner Matt Stonie. Chestnut set an unofficial new
world record by downing 70 hotdogs in 10
minutes - topping his previous record of 69
franks. In the women’s division, Miki Sudo suc-
cessfully defended her title by eating 38 hot-
dogs in 10 minutes.

With the holiday taking place days after
attacks in Baghdad, Dhaka and Istanbul, the
New York Police Department deployed eight
new “vapor wake” dogs, trained to sniff out
explosives on a moving target in a crowd. The
department’s presence this holiday was
boosted by nearly 2,000 new officers just days
after they graduated on Friday from the New
York City Police Academy. “You’re going to see
a lot of people in heavy vests, helmets and
long guns and they can respond at a
moment’s notice to any incident,” NYPD Chief
of Department James O’Neill told a news con-
ference. “There’s also a lot you won’t see.”

Chicago Braced for Violence
Police in Chicago, which has seen a spike

in gun murders this year, announced a
stepped-up presence with more than 5,000
officers on patrol over the long weekend, tra-
ditionally one of the year’s most violent, said
Chicago Police Superintendent Eddie
Johnson. The Chicago Tribune said at least
three people had been killed and 34 wound-
ed over the holiday weekend by Monday
evening. Dry weather forecasts across the
country thrilled fireworks lovers, although
some spots in Michigan have been so rain-
starved that pyrotechnic shows were can-
celed in a handful of communities near
Detroit because of the risk of fires.

A 19-year-old tourist in New York’s Central
Park suffered a severe foot wound on Sunday
after an apparent homemade firework
exploded when he jumped off a rock and
stepped on the device, authorities said. In
Compton, California, a 9-year-old girl’s hand
had to be amputated when she was injured
after unwittingly picking up a lit firework,
media said. —  Reuters 

Red, white and extra blue as 
tight security marks I-Day 

Isolated and lacking rights, Myanmar maids toil

DHAKA: People offer flowers to pay their respects to the victims of the attack on Holey Artisan Bakery yesterday. — AP 

Bangladesh police may have 
killed hostage by mistake 

Six men killed by police; five named in case filing

NEW DELHI: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
inducted 19 new ministers into his cabinet yester-
day to bolster his two-year-administration but
drew criticism that he was backtracking on a prom-
ise of lean government. The ministers, announced
by the government, were sworn-in at a ceremony
at the presidential palace but their portfolios were
not immediately announced. A top government
source told Reuters Modi had dropped five of cabi-
net colleagues. A formal announcement on the
changes was expected later on Tuesday.

With the expansion, the size of Modi’s cabinet
has swelled to 78 - one of the biggest in years and

a far cry from Modi’s 2014 election promise of
“minimum government and maximum gover-
nance”. “If this was a reform-minded government,
you would be reducing the numbers of people and
portfolios, shedding ministries,” said Manoj Joshi, a
political expert at Observer Research Foundation in
New Delhi. “What you can read from this is that it is
not particularly efficient or concerned about gov-
ernance,” Joshi said, referring to Modi’s ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party.

Modi swept to power in May 2014 on a promise
of jobs and growth. However, critics have ques-
tioned his government’s performance and political

analysts say the ruling party suffers from a short-
age of experienced members. A number of new
ministers hail from India’s backward castes, mem-
bers of which are widely expected to play a critical
role in an election in the most populous state of
Uttar Pradesh next year.

That state election is likely to have a bearing on
Modi’s bid to retain power in a general election,
due by 2019. “His eyes are set on his re-election in
2019,” said Neerja Chowdhury, an independent
political analyst. “He has given representation to
the social groups that voted for him in the last gen-
eral election.”

Modi expands cabinet into one of biggest

NEW DELHI: Indian President Pranab Mukherjee (third left) stands Prime Minister Narendra Modi (fourth left) and with newly inducted
ministers at a swearing-in-ceremony at the Presidential Palace yesterday. — AP 

NEW YORK: Fourth of July fireworks explode in front of the Lower Manhattan skyline as
seen from Brooklyn Bridge Park on Monday. — AP 


