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BEIJING: Beijing and Tokyo were at loggerheads
Tuesday over accusations Japanese warplanes
locked their fire control radar onto Chinese aircraft,
as state-run Chinese media said the country need-
ed to be ready for “military confrontation” else-
where. Beijing has long been embroiled in fierce
territorial disputes with Tokyo over Japanese-con-
trolled islands in the East China Sea, and with a
host of littoral states over the South China Sea,
which it claims almost in its entirety.

Chinese vessels and planes regularly enter
waters and airspace near the East China Sea
islands, called Senkaku in Japan and Diaoyu in
China. China’s defense ministry late Monday
accused Japanese fighter jets of using their fire
control radar to lock onto two Chinese aircraft on
“routine patrol” in the Air Defence Identification
Zone (ADIZ) it declared unilaterally in 2013. The
aggressive move generally means an attacker is
ready to fire weapons at a target.

Japan’s deputy chief cabinet secretary Koichi
Hagiuda denied the accusation yesterday, telling
reporters that Tokyo’s Self-Defence Forces had
scrambled F15 jets to monitor Chinese aircraft.
“There are no facts showing that we took provoca-
tive action against Chinese military planes,” he said.
In 2013, Tokyo demanded Beijing apologise when
it said a Chinese frigate had locked its fire-control
radar onto a Japanese destroyer in international
waters.

The row over the islands has seen relations
between the world’s second- and third-largest
economies plunge in recent years, before recover-
ing slightly, although they remain poor. Beijing is
also involved in a separate set of territorial disputes
with other littoral neighbors over its extensive
claims in the strategic and resource-rich South
China Sea. It has rapidly built up reefs and outcrops
into artificial islands with facilities capable of mili-
tary use. The issue has raised tensions in the region
and with the United States, which has key defense
treaties with Japan and other allies in the area. 

Yesterday, China began a week of naval exercis-
es in waters around the Paracel Islands, in the
northern part of the sea. They came a week before
a United Nations-backed tribunal in The Hague
rules on a case brought by the Philippines chal-
lenging China’s position. Beijing has boycotted the
hearings and is engaged in a major diplomatic and
publicity drive to try to delegitimize the process.

Bitter Pill of Humiliation’ 
In an editorial yesterday, the Global Times - a

newspaper owned by the People’s Daily group that
often takes a nationalistic tone - said China should
accelerate the build-up of its defense capabilities
and “must be prepared for any military confronta-
tion”. “Even though China cannot keep up with the
US militarily in the short-term, it should be able to
let the US pay a cost it cannot stand if it intervenes

in the South China Sea dispute by force,” it added.
Beijing also accuses Tokyo of interfering in the

South China Sea, where it is not a claimant but has
strengthened ties with some of the Asian giant’s
rivals, including the Philippines. China bases its
maritime claims on a vaguely defined “nine dash
line” dating back to maps it produced in the 1940s,
and has been asserting them more aggressively in
recent years. Manila lodged its suit against Beijing
at the Permanent Court of Arbitration (PCA) in ear-
ly 2013, saying that after 17 years of negotiations it
had exhausted all political and diplomatic avenues
to settle the dispute.

The tribunal will issue its ruling on July 12,
though China has consistently rejected its right to
hear the case and has taken no part in the pro-
ceedings. At a regular briefing yesterday, Chinese
ministry of foreign affairs spokesman Hong Lei reit-
erated that Beijing rejected all third-party resolu-
tions of the dispute. The hearing would “in no way
help peace and stability” in the region, he said,
adding: “We will  not accept any settlement
imposed on us.”

The arbitration case had been orchestrated by
the Philippines and the US to portray China as “an
outcast from a rules-based international communi-
ty”, said an editorial in the China Daily. The newspa-
per, which is published by the government, added:
“It is naive to expect China to swallow the bitter pill
of humiliation”. —  AFP 

SYDNEY: Temporary Australian Electoral Commission workers sort through absen-
tee ballot papers yesterday. — AFP 

JAKARTA: As the call to prayer rang out across the
Indonesian capital, Sutikno faced a dilemma - the
devout Muslim needed to set off through Jakarta’s noto-
rious traffic to pick up his wife but did not want to miss
out on worshipping. However for him and others jug-
gling the demands of hectic, 21st century life and piety

in the crowded capital of the world’s most populous
Muslim-majority country, a solution has just pulled up.

The “mosque-mobile” started cruising through
Jakarta in June as the Islamic holy month of Ramadan
drew to a close, aiming to ensure Muslims did not miss
out on prayers by setting up in busy places, such as

near festivals and sports events. Sutikno, a middle-
aged office worker who like many Indonesians goes by
one name, came across the van parked between a
sports stadium and shopping malls, and it proved a
godsend. “I was supposed to go to a mosque that is
quite far away but then I saw this one,” he told AFP. “I
just parked my car and performed my prayers here. I
can save time and go and pick up my wife faster.”

The green and white van has been specially adapt-
ed to become a mobile place of worship. At prayer
time, the sides of the vehicle open up and a small
stage is extended, from which the imam preaches.
Prayer rugs are rolled out in front of the van, with
space for up to 100  people, and a handful can worship
inside the vehicle. It also provides special robes for
women and a tank of water for the faithful to ritually
cleanse themselves before praying. The mosque start-
ed operating in Jakarta with a team of four in the final
week of Ramadan, a month of fasting and piety, but
plans to continue afterwards. 

The van offers its services between 3:00 pm (0800
GMT) and 7:00 pm (1100 GMT) for two prayer sessions,
at a time traffic is bad as millions flood out of down-
town areas and head back to satellite cities. Muslims
are supposed to pray five times a day. During
Ramadan, the crew running the Jakarta “mosque-
mobile” also serve snacks to people stuck in gridlock
when it is time to break their fast.

Overcrowded, Traffic-Choked Cities 
The van is run by the Archipelago Mosque

Foundation, an organisation that sets up and main-
tains mosques, with funding provided by Adira
Sharia, a group that provides Islamic-compliant
financing for motor vehicles. “We were concerned
that there was a lack of places of worship at crowded
spots such as music concerts, festivals and football
games. Sometimes people intend to pray, but
because there are no facilities, they skip it,” said
Hamzah Fatdri, director of the mosque foundation.

The Jakarta mosque-on-wheels has hit the
streets after the foundation launched a mobile place
of worship in the city of Bandung, southeast of the
capital on the main island of Java. The Bandung
mosque proved a success, offering prayer sessions
at 50 different locations in its first year of operation,
and the foundation hopes the van in the capital -
which is slightly larger than the Bandung model -
can do even better.

Indonesia is already home to some 800,000
mosques, including a large number in Jakarta and
other major cities. But with many people stuck in
gridlock at prayer time - particularly during
Ramadan - and ad hoc festivals and sports events
typically failing to provide facilities for praying, the
foundation believes the “mobile-mosque”  will be a
great help. — AFP 

China, Japan jets in close 

East China Sea encounter 
Chinese paper says should prepare for armed clash

‘Mosque-mobile’ makes praying easier in Jakarta

LIUZHOU, China: A general view shows the swollen Liujiang River in south China’s Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region yesterday. — AFP 

SYDNEY: Embattled Australian Prime Minister
Malcolm Turnbull defended his performance
after widespread calls for his resignation and
said yesterday he was confident of retaining
office after vote counting resumed in a
cliffhanger election. Electoral officials began
counting 1.5 million postal and absentee
votes that will be crucial to the result of
Saturday’s election, which is still seen as too
close to call. That process is likely to carry on
for days, possibly weeks, leaving Australia in a
political vacuum after Turnbull’s gamble in
calling an early election backfired badly with a
much bigger swing than expected against his
conservative coalition.

Turnbull’s Liberal-National coalition has so
far secured 68 lower house seats and the cen-
tre-left Labor opposition 67, according to pro-
jections by the Australian Broadcasting
Corporation, both agonisingly short of the 76
seats needed to form a majority government in
the House of Representatives. Ten seats remain
in doubt. Turnbull said in his first public com-
ments since Sunday that he took full responsi-
bility for his coalition’s campaign and that he
was still confident of winning a majority.

“There is no doubt that there is a level of
disillusionment with politics, with govern-
ment and with the major parties,” Turnbull
told reporters. “We need to listen very careful-
ly to concerns of the Australian people
expressed through this election,” he said.
Turnbull’s disastrous polling has led to attacks
from inside and outside his party after he
gambled and called elections in both houses
of parliament in an attempt to settle a queru-
lous upper house Senate.

The political stability he had sought has
evaporated, with a wave of independents win-
ning office, likely making it impossible for him
to push ahead with his reformist economic

agenda, including a A$50 billion ($37.7 billion)
corporate tax break. Labor leader Bill Shorten,
who has been appearing in what has been
described as a cross-country victory lap,
warned Turnbull against making any further
drastic decisions, and said Labor was ready to
work with all parties in parliament.

“I really think Malcolm Turnbull ... has done
a grave disservice to this country and he has
given us instability,” Shorten told reporters in
Queensland state. The election was meant to
end political turmoil that had seen four prime
ministers in three years. Instead, it left
Turnbull’s own leadership in question less than
a year after he ousted then prime minister Tony
Abbott in a party-room coup.

Turnbull is being blamed for a series of mis-
steps, beginning with triggering the double
dissolution of parliament in May, and a long
eight-week campaign that allowed time for
Labor to hit key issues like healthcare and com-
pany tax cuts. Abbott’s supporters, including
former chief of staff Peta Credlin and Senator
Cory Bernardi, have made blistering attacks on
Turnbull’s judgment. At the same time, inde-
pendents who could hold the balance of pow-
er have refused to commit to either the coali-
tion or Labor.

Former prime minister John Howard, a
hugely influential figure in conservative poli-
tics, joined Attorney-General George Brandis
and Treasurer Scott Morrison in urging unity
behind Turnbull. “This hasn’t been an out-
come we wanted but it’s not the end of the
world. People shouldn’t start slitting their
throats, certainly not Liberals,” Howard told
reporters. Peter Chen, a political analyst at the
University of Sydney, said the election had
exposed Turnbull as a failure. “I think probably
what he should be doing is cleaning out his
desk. He’s done,” Chen said. — Reuters  

Turnbull defies critics 

as vote count resumes

JAKARTA: This picture taken on June 28, 2016 shows Indonesian men offering prayers at a “mobile
mosque” outside a sports complex. — AFP 

SHANGHAI: Severe flooding across central and
southern China over the past week has killed
almost 130 people, damaged more than 1.9 million
hectares of crops and led to direct economic losses
of more than 38 billion yuan ($5.70 billion), state
media said yesterday. Premier Li Keqiang traveled
on Tuesday to Anhui, one of the hardest-hit
provinces, where he met residents and encouraged
officials to do everything they could to protect lives
and livelihoods. Li was also to visit Hunan province.

Heavy rainfall had killed 128 people across 11
provinces and regions and 42 people are missing,
state news agency Xinhua reported. More than 1.3
million people have been forced out of their homes,
it said. Weather forecasts predicted more down-
pours during what is traditionally China’s flood sea-
son. Xinhua said more than 1.9 million hectares of
cropland had been damaged and another 295,000
hectares had been destroyed, resulting in direct
economic losses of 38.2 billion yuan. More than
40,000 buildings have also collapsed, it added.

It was not clear how that would affect the sum-
mer grain harvest, which was expected to reach
140 million tonnes this year. The stormy weather
also took a toll on farm animals. In Anhui, the
flooding killed some 7,100 hogs, 215 bulls and
5.14 million fowl, the China News Service report-
ed. In the southern province of Hunan, torrential
rain and flooding had forced more than 100 trains
to stop or take detours since midnight on Sunday,
Xinhua reported.

In one city, about 3 tonnes of gasoline and diesel
leaked from a petrol station on Monday, contami-

nating floodwater that flowed into a river, it said.
Water in 43 rivers in the middle and lower reaches of
the Yangtze River had exceeded warning levels and

patrols were monitoring dykes, Xinhua quoted Chen
Guiya, an official with the Yangtze River Water
Resources Commission, as saying. — Reuters 

China floods kill 130, wipe out crops 
BANGKOK: Thailand’s Justice Ministry says
it has no plan to execute rapists who mur-
der their victims, saying such a harsh
penalty would provoke more rapists to kill.
The ministry ’s third-ranking official,
Tawatchai Thaikyo, posted the comments
Monday on his Facebook page amid grow-
ing outrage over the suspected rape and
murder of a 27-year-old teacher, whose
alleged attacker was a convicted rapist
who lived in her apartment building. The
woman’s death has prompted calls for
harsher penalties for rapes and capital
punishment for fatal rapes.

Capital punishment is legal in Thailand
for 35 different crimes, including drug
offenses, terrorism, national security crimes,
murder and fatal rapes. But in practice, the
death penalty is rarely used. The last execu-
tion was carried out in 2009 for two drug
traffickers. “If raping equals the death penal-
ty, it would encourage rapists to kill all vic-
tims to shut their mouths,” Tawatchai said.
“Wouldn’t it be better if we require all con-
victed rapists to undergo a rehabilitation
program and give them support to prevent
them from committing such crimes again?”

Part of the public anger is over the
prison system’s failure, in this case, to reha-
bilitate. The main suspect in the attack
Friday is a 27-year-old factory worker who
was released from prison last August after
serving less than two years behind bars for

raping a friend’s wife. He initially told police
that he lived a few doors down from the
teacher and knew her apartment door was
broken, so he sneaked in late Friday with
the intention of raping her but she fought
back so he killed her, local media reported.
He later changed his confession to say he
had no intention of raping but only wanted
to rob the teacher. Another neighbor found
the woman’s naked body, her throat
slashed, the day after the attack.

The suspect,  identified as Chatree
Ruamsungnoen, was arrested Saturday
and police canceled a subsequent reenact-
ment of the crime, which is common in
Thailand when suspects confess, over con-
cern he would be attacked by angry mobs.
The head of Thailand’s military govern-
ment also commented on the case, saying
he disagreed with the calls for capital pun-
ishment.

“Look at what other countries are doing
globally. Human rights laws have stopped
capital punishment in many countries
around the world,” Prime Minister Prayuth
Chan-ocha said, adding that severe penal-
ties alone won’t prevent rapes. Even if the
punishment were “three executions” it still
might not be enough to deter criminals, he
said. “Society has to help pressure them,”
Prayuth added, saying public condemna-
tion could be a greater deterrent than the
death penalty. — AP

Thai government rules out 

death penalty for rapists

BANGKOK: A car bomb in Thailand’s conflict-
hit south killed a policeman and wounded
two others yesterday, as the kingdom’s junta
chief vowed to boost security in the Muslim-
majority region during Ramadan. The blast,
which hit a police checkpoint sending debris
and a thick plume of smoke into the sky, is
the latest in a spate of attacks that have killed
more than 20 people during the Muslim holy
fasting month. 

Violence in Thailand’s “Deep South” - the
southernmost provinces bordering Malaysia -
tends to spike during Ramadan before rebels
return home for the Eid festival. The area has
been battered by 12 years of violence
between the Buddhist-majority state and
shadowy Muslim rebels seeking greater
autonomy for the culturally distinct
provinces. The region was annexed by
Thailand more than a century ago. Near-daily
shootings and roadside bombs have left
more than 6,500 dead since 2004, most of
them civilians. 

Yesterday’s car bomb, a rare form of attack,
was the second to strike the region in less
than two weeks. “The bomb was hidden
inside a pick-up truck. The suspects drove and
parked the truck at the checkpoint before
fleeing,” said Lieutenant Colonel Sompong
Rongyang, a police officer at the scene in
Nong Chik in Pattani province. A policeman’s
body was found after a bomb disposal team
cleared the site, police said, adding that two
others were hospitalized for burns. 

Thailand’s military, which seized control of
the country in a 2014 coup, has pledged to
jump-start peace talks with the insurgents,
but there has been little progress. The military
has however been credited with reducing vio-
lence with tougher security measures. Junta
chief Prayut Chan-O-Cha called Tuesday for
heightened safety in the area, which is ruled
under emergency laws and awash with mili-
tary officers, ahead of Eid this week. “We have
to step up security measures and all forces
must be on standby,” he said.  — AFP 

Car bomb kills policeman 

in rebel-hit south Thailand


