
DINARD:  Gareth Bale will have the
taunts of team-mates past and present
echoing in his memory when he takes to
the field for Wales in today’s Euro 2016
semi-final against Portugal.

Bale saw five major tournaments
come and go over the first 10 years of his
career, but with Wales having ended
their 58-year wait on the international
sidelines, the 26-year-old is making up
for lost time.

Chris Coleman’s side have created a
sensation by reaching the last four in
France and it has given Bale reason to
recall with a smile the jibes to which he
was once subjected.

“I have had a lot of abuse over the
years,” the Real Madrid forward told
reporters at the Wales media centre in
Dinard, northwest France. “Just when
we used to lose and when we were
(ranked) 100th in the world. 

You have nine weeks’ holiday instead
of two. “It is good to finally be in a
major tournament, actually doing great
things with our national team. It is great
to be a part of.” Should Bale reach the
final, he could find himself facing
Germany midfielder Toni Kroos, his
Madrid team-mate, who took a dim view
of Wales’s chances prior to the tourna-
ment. “I remember Toni Kroos saying
we’d only have three games. So it would
be nice to meet him in the final,” Bale
said with a smile.

“It was a good laugh and a joke, a bit
of banter. But we’ve obviously exceeded
a lot of people’s expectations. We under-
stand that and we’re just enjoying it
now.” Wales’s stunning 3-1 victory over
Belgium in the quarter-finals took the
team into uncharted past their previous
best major tournament showing of a

last-eight finish at the 1958 World Cup.
But Bale says that the atmosphere

within the Wales camp is “exactly the
same”, with regular quizzes helping to
prevent the players dwelling on the
enormity of what they have achieved.

DENMARK AND GREECE INSPIRATION 
“We’re still doing our quizzes,” said

Bale, who is on a quiz team with Chris
Gunter, Joe Allen, Hal Robson-Kanu,
Danny Ward and Ben Davies.

“We won again today. That is six in a
row now. We’re on fire!” The squad have
also been watching as many games at
the Euro as possible.  Bale praised the
unrated Iceland for their “amazing jour-
ney” to the quarter-finals, where they
lost 5-2 to France. With Wales now flying
the flag alone for the minor nations,
Bale is  drawing inspiration from
Denmark and Greece,  who defied
expectations to win the European
Championship in 1992 and 2004
respectively.

Having arrived in France after a sec-
ond Champions League triumph with
Madrid, Bale had his eyes on the final
from the start-unlike some of his team-
mates, who have had to hastily
rearrange holiday and even wedding
plans as Wales have voyaged deeper into
the tournament.

“I fully believed that we could do
something. That is why I booked my holi-
day for the 11th (the day after the final). I
am not like the others,” he said.

“I fully believed that we could do
something. You see the fairytale of
Greece and Denmark and stuff, and you
think: ‘Why can’t we do it?’” Inevitably,
Wednesday’s game has been portrayed
as a shootout between Bale and his
Madrid team-mate Cristiano Ronaldo,
who captains Portugal.

Former Wales midfielder Ryan Giggs,
who has played with both players,
entered the debate on Monday, telling
CNN that on current form, he would
want Bale in his team over the Portugal
number seven. But Bale gives the com-
parisons short shrift. “It’s irrelevant, to
be honest. Everyone says it’s me and
Ronaldo, but it’s Wales v Portugal,” he
said. “We could both not have a kick all
game and a team will win, so it’s really
not about us. I’m sure the press will hype
it up, but I know full well it’s about us as a
team.” — AFP

EVIAN:  Germany face hosts France in the
Euro 2016 semi-finals tomorrow in the
midst of an injury crisis, but buoyed by
memories of their flooring of Brazil at the
same stage of the 2014 World Cup.

The Marseille clash will be another test
of Germany’s mettle after their historic
quarter-final defeat of Italy. Die Mannschaft
are without three stars with defender Mats
Hummels suspended, plus striker Mario
Gomez and midfielder Sami Khedira injured.

Captain Bastian Schweinsteiger is highly
doubtful with a knee strain, but neverthe-
less the world champions are relishing the
French challenge.  Joachim Loew has com-
pared the situation to two years ago when
Germany stunned hosts Brazil 7-1.

France’s 5-2 hammering of minnows
Iceland in the quarter-finals on Sunday

means the hosts come to Marseille with
hopes high-game on, says Loew. “The
majority of the people in the stadium will
be behind France, the country is now full of
this euphoria, this energy,” said Germany’s
head coach.

“It’s great when it’s like this. “In Brazil, it
was just the same. There were 200 million
behind the team and we coped well,” he
said with a heavy hint of understatement.

MIDFIELD CHANGES 
A scoreline similar to the sensational 7-1

drubbing is very unlikely, but the message
from the German camp is clear-challenge
accepted.

“France will have gained a lot of confi-
dence from their victory, but they know,
regardless of our personal situation, what

we can do. I’m looking forward to the game,”
said Loew. Thomas Mueller and Mario
Goetze, who will replace Gomez, are likely
to start up front in Marseille as Loew hinted
at a 4-4-2 line-up, rather than the 3-5-2
which beat Italy.

But a new face is set to be seen in the
middle. Either Emre Can of Liverpool or
Borussia Dortmund’s Julian Weigl is set to
parter Toni Kroos in the defensive midfield
with Khedira out and Schweinsteiger strug-
gling.  “We’re going to have to make
changes and find solutions,” said Loew.  I
trust any of my players in the squad, but I
won’t play anyone who is not 100 percent
fit.” He was full of praise for France’s star-
studded attack of Olivier Giroud, Dimitri
Payet and Antoine Griezmann, all of whom
scored against Iceland. As it was against

Italy, who Germany had never previously
beaten at a major tournament, this is anoth-
er tie steeped in history, while France will
want revenge.

FRENCH REVENGE 
Les Bleus lost to Germany in the 2014

World Cup quarter-finals at Rio de Janeiro’s
Marcana, thanks to Mats Hummels’ first-half
header. And France has never fully forgiven
Germany for their penalty shoot-out defeat
in the controversial semi-finals of the 1982
World Cup finals in Spain.

An epic 3-3 draw, with four goals scored
in extra-time, came down to a penalty
shoot-out which Germany won 5-4, but the
match is remembered for a brutal incident.

France’s Patrick Battiston was knocked
unconscious, with two teeth missing and

three cracked ribs, after a collision with
Germany goalkeeper Harald Schumacher.

Although no foul was given by the refer-
ee it did nothing for diplomatic relations
between the European neighbours. Loew
deflected any questions of the 1982 match,
but talked up the current French team, who
he believes will be harder to beat than Italy.

“France are harder to predict, they are
more flexible,” said Loew after their win over
Iceland. “They had a few problems to get
into the tournament, but you could see that
the early goal freed them up and were 3-0
up at half-time.

“They will have almost a fanatical sup-
port behind them in Marseille and forwards
in form, like Giroud, Griezmann and Payet.
“I’ve always said they are amongst the
favourites. I love games like this.”  — AFP

Brazil memories buoy battered Germany for France

LONDON:  New Manchester United manag-
er Jose Mourinho announced his return to
English football yesterday by reminding the
world that he is a proven winner who will
tell his players to forget the past three years
of under-achievement and instead target
success.

In a news conference at Old Trafford
before 25 camera crews from around the
world, Mourinho covered a wide range of
issues from transfer targets to the need for
Wayne Rooney to continue playing as a
striker and the departure of Ryan Giggs.

He seemed determined to deflect atten-
tion away from himself to “the biggest club
in the world”.  The 53-year- old,  who
described himself as “the Special One” and
then “the Happy One” during similar media
conferences to announce his arrivals at
Chelsea in 2004 and 2013, adopted a more
serious and less showy approach yesterday.

“I want everything. I want to win match-
es, I want to play well. I want to score goals,
I don’t want to concede goals. I want every-
thing,” he said.

Improving on last year’s fifth place would
not be sufficient, he said, indicating that he
intended to return United, who won the last
of their 20 league titles in 2013, to their for-
mer position of dominance.

“There are some managers who won the
title 10 years ago, some have not won a title
ever. The last time I won the title was one
year ago. So if I have something to prove,
imagine the others.

“For Manchester United fans for so many
years success was just routine but the last
three years I want to forget. I will never be
able to work without success. I feel a bit
frustrated that I am not playing Champions
League.  I  do not  hide I  chase Sir  Alex
(Ferguson’s)  records in the Champions
League.”

Turning to Rooney, Mourinho suggested
the 30-year-old’s future lay up front and not
in midfield where England manager Roy
Hodgson employed him in a failed experi-
ment at the European Championship in
France.

“In football there are many jobs but the
most difficult to find is the guy who puts
the ball in the back of the net.  (Rooney)
will never play 50 metres away from the
goal. He will be a nine, 10, 9.5, not a six or
an eight. You can tell me his pass is amaz-

ing but my pass is amazing too without
pressure.”

Mourinho, who was out of work for five
months after being sacked by Chelsea, said
former United manager Ferguson had
offered him two pieces of advice on joining
the club: to bring an umbrella to cope with
the notorious Manchester weather and a
bottle of wine for them to share.

The Portuguese also addressed the sud-
den departure of Giggs from the club after
29 years, denying that the decision had
been down to him. “It’s not my responsibili-
ty that Ryan is not in club. The job Ryan
wanted was the manager’s job and the club
decided that was the job for me.

“Ryan wants to be a manager and made
a decision, which was brave and honest. I
would never stop him coming back, I would
always say yes.”

Mourinho bridled at suggestions he did
not promote young players, saying he had
promoted 49 players from academies, but

admitted he intended to sign another big-
name player to bring to four the number of
close-season signings at United.

“We decided four targets. From these tar-
gets, we have three. Until we don’t have the
fourth, we are still working hard.  Myself
and the structure. When we have the fourth,
I will breathe.”

United have already signed Villarreal
defender Eric Bailly and PSG striker Zlatan
Ibrahimovic while Dortmund midfielder
Henrikh Mkhityaran is on his way to the
club. They have also been heavily linked
with a 100-million-pound ($131.37-million)
move for Juventus’s Paul Pogba, their for-
mer player, but Mourinho did not say if the
Frenchman was a target.

United’s first game under Mourinho will
be against  Borussia  Dor tmund in the
International Champions Cup in Shanghai
on July 22. Their Premier League season
begins with a trip to Bournemouth on Aug.
13. — Reuters

Wales jibes fire Bale 
for Euro semi-final

MANCHESTER: Manchester United’s new Portuguese manager Jose Mourinho poses with a
scarf on the pitch during a photocall at Old Trafford stadium in Manchester, northern England,
yesterday. Jose Mourinho officially started work as Manchester United manager at the club’s
Carrington training base yesterday. The 53-year-old was appointed as United boss in May after
the sacking of Dutchman Louis van Gaal. — AFP 
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LONDON:  Tomas Berdych fired a verbal volley at
Wimbledon after being forced to play on into the twi-
light gloom then return yesterday to book his place in
the quarter-finals.

The Czech 10th seed was locked at 4-6, 6-3, 7-6
(10/8), 6-7 (9/11) with compatriot Jiri Vesely when their
fourth round tie on Court Three was finally suspended
on Monday.

Play finished a few minutes after the 9:19pm sunset
in London and conditions were gloomy even before
going into the lengthy tie-break. All other matches had
been called off for the evening.

The pair returned for the final set yesterday, which
2010 Wimbledon runner-up Berdych won 6-3, claiming
victory on his eighth match point.

“I can’t really see. That’s the fact. I was just asking to
stop. When I ask, I’ve been told, ‘It’s too late, you have to
finish that’,” he said of the fourth set tie break. “The refer-
ee tells you that the Hawk-Eye is not in operation any-
more. I don’t know why actually we have to play in
those situations when a very accurate machine is not
able to operate. I don’t think the human eye can see
better than that. That’s another fact.

“I experienced this for a third time in a row. So I’m
actually getting used to it.”

Berdych asked if the match could be moved under
the lights of the Centre Court roof, as has happened
before with matches suspended due to darkness. Play
can continue on Centre Court until 11:00pm.

But the frustrated Berdych said he had been literally

left in the dark. “I was asking for it. Especially when I’ve
been playing for last couple of days consecutively. I just
felt like there would be a chance to finish. But there was
not really a clear answer why not,” he said.

PLAYER POWER CALL 
Two years ago, Berdych was involved in the latest-

ever finish on Wimbledon’s outside courts, when he lost
to Marin Cilic at 9:38pm on June 27, 2014 — a full 16
minutes after sunset. Berdych called for more player
power in deciding whether to carry on in fading light.

“We should have definitely some word in that
because we are the ones who are on the court. We are
the ones that are performing,” he said.

“The decisions are made by people who are sitting at
the chair. That’s a bit unfair in this sense.” However,
“when you feel that you can’t really change any deci-
sion, it’s really pointless to try”.

Berdych next faces France’s 22-year-old Lucas Pouille,
the 32nd seed, in Wednesday’s second match on Court
One. It is only the second time the 30-year-old has
reached the last eight since his run to the final six years
ago. “I practiced with him one day before the tourna-
ment started. That’s the only time we’ve spent on the
court together. 

“There are plenty of things to see about his game.
That’s what I’m going to do and prepare with my team,”
said the Czech number one. “Hopefully everything
goes well, I can make the match done-and finally have
a day off.”  —  AFP

Berdych blasts Wimbledon 
duelling in the dusk

WIMBLEDON: Czech Republic’s Tomas Berdych returns to Czech Republic’s Jiri Vesely during their men’s singles
fourth round match on the ninth day of the 2016 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Lawn Tennis
Club in Wimbledon, southwest London. — AFP


