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Sensual Van Herpen 
If Dior may have lacked invention, the brilliant Dutch

designer Iris van Herpen made up for it in spades. In what
was the most poetic and subtly suggestive show of the
season thus 

far, she created a line of exquisite high tech dresses
inspired by the Japanese concept of “seijaku”, of “finding
serenity amidst life’s chaos”. Three dresses in particular
stood out amongst creations presented like art installa-
tions in a baroque church to the sound of Zen bowl music
played live by Japanese musician Kazuya Nagaya. The first,
an almost transparent bubble dress made from more than
“one thousand .. hand-blown glass bubbles in transparent
silicone, creates a bioluminescent prism around the body,”
the designer said. Another sheer creation used a similar
technique to coat “tens of thousands of Swarovski water
drop crystals” to give the idea of “wet skin covered in dew
drops”.

While the third exuded a subversive sensuality with
pearl-coated cotton and tulle cut to resemble opening oys-
ters.  Van Herpen, however, said it was inspired by the
study of “cymatics, which visualizes sound waves”. “For me
it is very important to show that fashion can do different
things. Innovation is needed, craftmanship, showing that
there is a different way of making a garment. We have to
move on,” she told AFP. “I was very inspired by my visits to
Japan, it is a beautiful culture,” she added. In contrast,
Schiaparelli paid homage to its famous “Circus” collection
of 1938, when its founder Elsa Schiaparelli roped in surreal-
ist artists including Salvador Dali and Jean Cocteau to help
her design her fabrics. — AFP

Models present creations for Chanel during the 2016-2017 fall/winter Haute Couture collection fashion show in Paris. — AP/AFP photos


