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NOUAKCHOTT: The situation in Syria, Iraq,
Libya, and Yemen as well as the Palestinian
cause in addition to counter-terrorism efforts
are several topics expected to be highlighted
in the upcoming 27th Arab summit in
Mauritania.

Held for the first time since Mauritania
joined the Arab League in 1973, the
Nouakchott summit’s agenda will focus on
solutions to the various problems plaguing
the Arab region. The summit is also expected
to touch on means to enhance cooperation
among members of the Arab League.

Arab League Secretary General Ahmad
Abul-Gheit is expected to address the meet-
ing, to be attended by leaders and top officials
with his speech highlighting what is needed
to be done to solve problems in the Arab
world. Abul-Gheit’s speech will also focus on
the Palestinian cause, calling for a just solution
to end the long struggle of the people of
Palestine.

Resolutions
All draft resolutions are set to be forwarded

to Arab leaders during the summit, said Arab
League Secretary General’s spokesman
Mahmoud Afifi on Saturday. The draft resolu-
tions concern current political, economic and
social affairs that aim to boost joint Arab
action, Afifi told a press conference after the
conclusion of the preparatory meeting on for-
eign ministers’ level in Nouakchott’s, where
the leaders’ Summit is due to take place today.

Afifi revealed that some Arab countries
voiced reservations over draft resolutions
related to Iranian interventions in Arab affairs,
as well as the issue of condemning Turkish
incursion in Iraqi soil. Afifi was referring to
Lebanon, which has a large Shia population
and is home to the powerful Tehran-backed
militant group Hezbollah, as Beirut acts as the
only dissenting voice among the League’s
Member States.

However, Afifi said that Abul-Gheit was
working to narrow the gaps in a bid to reach
mutual understanding among Member States,
either in camera or on bilateral levels. Pointing
out that the ongoing bloody Syrian conflict is
topping the Summit ’s agenda, Minister
Plenipotentiary Afifi at the same time denied
any attempts to thwart holding the Summit,
appreciating Nouakchott’s record preparation
to host the annual gathering after Morocco’s
apology.

Yemen
Meanwhile, Yemeni Foreign Minister

Abdulmalek Al-Mekhlafi highly appreciated
the State of Kuwait ’s host of peace talks
among Yemeni parties. “We greatly appreciate
the State of Kuwait’s hosting of Yemeni talks,”
Mekhlafi said in a statement after the prepara-
tory Arab Foreign Ministers’ meeting, noting
that Kuwait hosted Yemeni talks in the 1960s
and 1970s.

He said the Yemeni parties were keen on
the success of the UN-sponsored talks, “but
you can’t expect things to be as you wish
them to be,” as the government, Ansrallulah
and the General People’s Congress failed so far
to achieve a solution.

He hoped the coming days would have
good news that would restore peace all over
Yemen and before the ultimatum set by
Kuwait. Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-
Jarallah has recently said that Kuwait set a 15-
day ultimatum for the Yemeni parties to reach
an agreement. 

Kuwait’s support 
Separately, a senior Arab League official

praised Kuwait’s support to the Arab nation
and causes. Kuwait addresses the Arab issues
“as if they were Kuwaiti causes,” Assistant
Secretary General for Palestine and the
Occupied Territories Said Abu-Ali said on the
sidelines of the Arab foreign ministers’
preparatory meeting. He referred to Kuwait’s
support to the Arab causes as “historical and
distinguished,” and is not confined to finance,
but extends to the economic, cultural and
social spheres. His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s participa-
tion in the Nouakchott summit reiterates the
depth of the Kuwaiti role serving the Arab
causes, he noted. Abu-Ali recalled His
Highness the Amir’s role in support of the
Palestinian cause since he was a foreign minis-
ter. Also, Palestinian Foreign Minister Riadh Al-
Malki commended the strong relations with
the State of Kuwait, which has been a solid
supporter of the Palestinians. In a statement
after the preparatory Arab Foreign Ministers’
meeting, Malki said Kuwait, whether His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah or the government, has been
backing the Palestinian cause since the early
beginnings.

Kuwait, he noted, allocated $200 million to
rebuild the Gaza Strip following the Israeli
aggress against the besieged enclave. Malki
described the relations between Kuwait and
Palestine as “excellent,” noting the Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled’s visit to Palestine, which
resulted in the formation of a ministerial com-
mittee.

Humanitarian role
In the meantime, Arab foreign ministers

lauded His Highness the Amir for the great
humanitarian role he has been playing on the
Arab arena. The expression of gratitude was
included in the blueprint of the Arab Summit
resolutions that have been submitted by the
ministers to the top leaders.

The ministers praised His Highness the
Amir, the Humanitarian Leader, for the role he
had played regarding the Syrian crisis, as well
as Kuwait’s hosting of three international con-
ferences for aiding the Syrian people, in addi-
tion to the planned  convention for support-
ing education in Somalia.
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KUWAIT: The 27th Arab Summit, that kicks
off in Mauritania’s capital Nouakchott today
and lasts for two days, is the first the West
African country hosts in history. The 27th
Arab leaders’ summit was originally set to be
held in Morocco, but the Kingdom apolo-
gized for not hosting the major annual
event, for the lack of “objective circum-
stances that guarantee a successful Arab
summit.”  Mauritania soon offered to host
the summit.The Nouakchott summit comes
amid various challenges and crises facing
several countries in the Arab region; namely
the war on terror and the situation in Syria,
Iraq, Libya and Yemen. The following is a
chronology of previous Arab summits:

Palestine
The Anshas Extraordinary Summit in

Alexandria, Egypt was held on May 28 and
29, 1946 in support of Palestine. It was
attended by seven Arab states.  Participants
in the summit prioritized the Palestinian
cause, and warned of a Zionist threat, and
stressed that any developments in Palestine
will affect all Arab nations.

A decade later, November 1956, the
Beirut Extraordinary Summit was held to
address the Tripartite Aggression, the
British-French-Israeli attack on Egypt. It was
attended by nine Arab leaders who empha-
sized Egypt’s sovereignty over the Suez
Canal according to the October 13, 1956 UN
Security Council resolution 1888. The leaders
hailed the Algerian people’s struggle to
attain independence.

Then the 1st Regular Arab Summit was
held in Cairo in January, 1964, calling for dis-
solving disagreements among the Arab
states, establishing a joint military command
for Arab armies, and considering Israel a
danger that threatens the Arab nation. Then
the 2nd Regular summit was held in Egypt’s
Mediterranean city of Alexandria,
September 5 to 11, 1964. It called for boost-
ing the Arab military defense capabilities, as
well as enhancing the Arab cooperation in
the fields of nuclear research for peaceful
purposes, economy, culture, and media. It
also urged the establishment of an Arab
court of justice and welcomed the formation
of the Palestinian Liberation Organization
(PLO). The 3rd Regular summit was held in
Casablanca, Morocco, September 13 to 17,
1965, calling for the support of the
Palestinian cause in all international forums.
The Arab leaders also called for non-prolifer-
ation of nuclear weapons, and dissolving
international conflicts peacefully. The sum-
mit witnessed the signing of the Arab
Solidarity Charter.

1967 War
The 4th Regular Arab Summit took place

in the Sudanese capital, Khartoum, on
August 29, 1967 following the Israeli 1967
War. The Arab leaders then announced the
three Nos; no peace with Israel, no negotia-
tions with Israel, no recognition of Israel.
They also agreed to establish Arab Fund for
Economic and Social Development (AFESD).

On September 23, 1969, the 5th Regular
Arab Summit was held in Rabat, but was
adjourned without making any resolutions.
The 3rd Extraordinary Arab Summit was
held in Cairo on September 27, 1970 to dis-
solve a Palestinian-Jordanian conflict.

The 6th Regular Arab Summit was held
from November 26 to 28, 1973 in Algeria
and demanded the withdrawal of Israel from
all occupied Arab territories including
Jerusalem. It also called for giving the
Palestinian people their legal rights. The
summit welcomed Mauritania’s joining the
Arab League.

The 7th Regular Arab Summit, held in
Rabat, Morocco, October 26-29, 1974,
stressed the importance of liberating all
Arab territories seized in the June 1967
attack, as well as rejecting all that might
affect Arab sovereignty over Jerusalem. The
summit acknowledged the PLO as the only
legal representative of the Palestinian peo-
ple. Saudi Arabia called for a mini extraordi-

nary Arab summit in support of Lebanon.
The summit, held in Riyadh on October 16-
18, 1976 with the participation of six Arab
states, rejected the division of Lebanon and
called for reconstruction in the country. The
8th Regular Arab Summit convened in Cairo
on October 25- 26, 1976. It approved the res-
olutions made by the Riyadh summit and
urged the Arab states to contribute to the
reconstruction of Lebanon.

Camp David agreement
The 9th summit, held in Baghdad from

November 2 to 5, 1978, reiterated support to
the PLO and rejected the Israeli-Egyptian
Camp David agreement, saying it opposed
the resolutions made by the Arab summits.

The Arab leaders agreed to boycott Egypt
and to temporarily freeze its membership in
Arab League. They also decided to transfer
the Arab League’s headquarters from Egypt
to Tunisia. The 10th Regular Arab Summit
was held in Tunis, November 20- 22, 1979.
The Arab leaders condemned once again
the Camp David agreement and the Israeli-
Egyptian peace agreement. They called for
consolidating relations with then the
Organization of the Islamic Conference
(OIC), the Organization of African Unity
(OAU), the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM),
and other organizations. The summit
stressed Lebanon’s full sovereignty on all its
territories, and the importance of preserving
its national unity and independence, reject-
ing Zionist efforts to seize the southern part
of the country. The 11th Regular Arab
Summit, held in the Jordanian capital of
Amman, November 25-27, 1980, approved a
joint Arab action program for facing Israel. It
also okayed the Arab National Economic
Charter. The Moroccan city of Fes hosted the
12th Regular Summit, held on two phases,
the first on November 25, 1981 while the
second was on September 6-9, 1982. The
summit approved King Fahd’s project for
peace in the Middle East, which offered an
Arab project for peace. The Arab leaders tak-
ing part in the Summit denounced the
Israeli aggression against Lebanon, reaffirm-
ing support to the country regarding the
implementation of the UN Security Council
(UNSC) resolutions which demanded Israel’s
withdrawal to the internationally-acknowl-
edged borders.

Iraq-Iran war
Casablanca, Morocco hosted the 4th

Extraordinary Arab Summit on August 7-9,
1985, which reiterated full commitment to
the Arab Solidarity Charter, forming two
committees to clear the Arab atmosphere.
The summit emphasized a strong will to put
a rapid end to the Iraq-Iran war through a
peaceful, just, and honorable solution. The
participants also denounced all forms and
sources of terrorism, topped by Israel’s ter-
rorism in and outside the Arab occupied ter-
ritories. The 5th Extraordinary Arab Summit
was held in Amman on November 8-11,
1987, as the Arab leaders denounced Iran’s
occupation of Iraqi areas and expressed full

support to Iraq in defending its soil. The
summit also condemned Iran’s aggression
against Kuwait, calling for guaranteeing
freedom of navigation in the Arabian Gulf. In
addition, the Amman Summit declared sup-
port to Saudi Arabia and whatever measures
the Kingdom took for securing safe perform-
ance of Hajj, condemning any acts of riot at
the Holy Sites. The Arab leaders  denounced
anew all forms and sources of terrorism,
rejecting attempts to stigmatize national lib-
eration movements as terrorism.  They also
backed a proposed international conference
for the Middle East peace under the UN
umbrella. On June 7-9, 1988, the 6th
Extraordinary Summit was held in Algiers,
calling for full  support to the Palestinian
Intifada (Uprising). It also called for organiz-
ing the proposed international conference
for peace in the region under the UN
umbrella, taking international legitimacy
and the UN resolution as references.
Casablanca hosted the 7th Extraordinary
Arab Summit on May 23-26, 1989, welcom-
ing Egypt’s full-membership return to the
Arab League. It reiterated support to estab-
lishing an independent Palestinian State,
urging the world to recognize it and allow it
to practice sovereignty over the Palestinian
territories. The summit urged the conflicting
Lebanese parties to fully and permanently
abide by a ceasefire agreement. The Iraqi
capital of Baghdad was host to the 8th
Extraordinary Arab Summit, May 28-30,
1990, which called for backing the
Palestinian Intifada and condemned the
Jewish immigration and settlement in
Palestine. As for Lebanon, the Baghdad sum-
mit reaffirmed that Al-Taef Agreement was
the framework likely to maintain the inter-
ests of all Lebanese people, as the only way
to avoid violence and to achieve peace and
stability in the country. The summit also
denounced the US threats against Libya,
and the UN Congress’s resolution recogniz-
ing Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.

Iraqi Invasion
In the aftermath of the Iraqi invasion and

occupation of Kuwait on August 2, 1990,
Cairo hosted the 9th Extraordinary Summit,
August 9-10, 1990, which condemned the
aggression and its consequences. The sum-
mit emphasized Kuwait’s sovereignty and, at
the same time, denounced Iraq’s threats to
the rest of GCC states. Arab countries
responded to demands by Saudi Arabia and
decided to send troops to defend the
Kingdom and the region.

The Egyptian capital again hosted the
10th Extraordinary Summit, June 21-23,
1996 which in principle, approved  setting
up an Arab Court of Justice.  It entrusted the
Arab Economic and Social Council, an affili-
ate of the Arab League, to take the neces-
sary steps for setting up an Arab free trade
zone. The summit urged the continuation of
the Middle East peace process as a strategic
goal and choice based on the Madrid
Conference. It demanded that Israel join the
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) as well as
making the Middle East region free of
weapons of mass destruction. 

The 11th Extraordinary Summit was held
in Cairo October 21-22, 2000, upon a call by
Saudi Arabia to work out mechanisms to
support the Palestinian cause and to main-
tain the Arab and Islamic identity of Al-Quds.
The summiteers established Al-Quds Fund
with a capital of $200 million, and to support
the families and dependents of those killed
in the Palestinian uprising. Al-Aqsa Fund was
also founded with $800 million for projects
to preserve the Arab and Islamic identity of
Al-Quds, and to back the Palestinian econo-
my and reduce dependency on Israel in this
respect.

With t the start of the new millennium,
the 13th Regular Arab Summit was held in
Amman in March 27-28, 2001. Summiteers
then asserted solidarity with the Palestinian
people to restore their legitimate rights. The
Summit also reiterated the UAE’s sovereign-
ty over the three islands, the Greater and

Lesser Tunb and Abu Mousa, and supported
the procedures and peaceful measures tak-
en by the UAE to regain its sovereignty over
them.

Arab Peace Initiative
The 14th Regular Arab Summit was held in

Beirut on March 27-28, 2002. A peace initia-
tive proposed by King Abdullah Bin
Abdulaziz for the Middle East was adopted
and dubbed the “Arab Peace Initiative.” The
Summit urged support with worth $ 330 mil-
lion to the Palestinian Authority over six
months.  Participants also called for an extra
$150 million to be allocated for the Al-Aqsa
and Intifadha Funds to assist development in
Palestine. The Summit supported Lebanon’s
efforts to liberate territories occupied by
Israel, including the Shebaa Farms. It also con-
demned Israel’s occupation of the Syrian
Golan Heights. The conferees renewed their
denouncement of all forms of terrorism. They
urged Turkey to reach a final agreement on
water-sharing regarding the Euphrates and
Tigris River waters with Syria and Iraq.  The
15th Regular Arab Summit took place in
Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt on March 1, 2003. The
Arab leaders then asserted their condemna-
tion of using force against Iraq and threaten-
ing the security of any Arab nation. 

On March 22-23, 2004 the 16th Regular
Arab Summit was held in Tunisia, and con-
demned continued Israeli violence against
the Palestinian people and government. It
reaffirmed support for Lebanon’s fight to lib-
erate areas occupied by Israel, including the
Shebaa Farms. During the summit, the lead-
ers pledged to pursue reform and moderniza-
tion in their countries by consolidating dem-
ocratic practices and increasing participation
in political and public life. They reaffirmed
their stance against terrorism.

The 17th Regular Arab Summit was held in
the Algeria, March 22-23, 2005. The leaders
reiterated their commitment to the Arab
Peace Initiative, and condemned Israel’s con-
tinued construction of a separation barrier.
They reaffirmed the ICJ’s decision in this
regard. The leaders affirmed their solidarity
with Syria and condemned the US Syria
Accountability Act, which they considered a
violation of international law and UN resolu-
tions. The Summit reiterated its stance
against terrorism and praised the outcome of
the International Terrorism Conference held
in Riyadh a month earlier. In Khartoum,
Sudan, where the 18th Regular Summit was
held March 28-29, 2006, the major theme on
the agenda was the situation in Palestinian .
The Leaders reaffirmed their commitment to
the 2002 Arab Peace Initiative; which also
happened again during the 19th Arab
Summit that took place in Riyadh on March
28, 2007. The 20th Arab Summit took place in
Damascus, Syria on March 29-30, 2008, and
reiterated support for communications
between the United Arab Emirates and Iran
to resolve the issue over UAE’s peacefully.
Meanwhile, the 21st Arab Summit, held in
Doha, Qatar on March 30, 2009, supported
Sudan and rejected the arrest warrant issued
by the International Criminal Court against
Sudanese President Omar Al-Basheer. Arab
countries’ support for Sudan was renewed
during the 22nd Arab Summit, held in Sirte,
Libya on March 27-28, 2010.

Syrian crisis
The 23rd summit, held in Baghdad, Iraq on

March 29, 2012, called for dialogue between
the Syrian government and the opposition,
while the 24th summit, held in Doha, Qatar
on March 26, 2013, recognized the National
Coalition as the legitimate representative for
the Syrian people. The 25th summit, hosted
by Kuwait on March 25-26, 2014, called for
finding solutions necessary for the critical sit-
uations that the Arab World is going through,
and supported Arab nations that went
through political transitions. Meanwhile, the
26th Arab Summit, held in Sharm El-Sheikh
on March 28-29, 2015 saw a decision to form
a joint Arab military force to ‘protect the Arab
national security.’ —KUNA
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