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By Attorney Fajer Ahmed

Domestic

workers

The countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) in the past 10 plus years have changed
drastically and significantly for the good. We

had skyscrapers shoot up, millions of jobs created,
a dominant art and culture scene, SMEs flourish-
ing, active youth citizens and a World Cup coming
up in Qatar, as well as a world expo on its way to
the UAE.  

We also had a flock of people from all walks of
life seeking jobs in the GCC, becoming a necessary
component of our societies. So it is no surprise
that the GCC has also been under a lot of scrutiny
in the press, both nationally and internationally,
over the treatment of these workers. Although the
international media has exaggerated the situation
in some accounts, forgetting that some of the
companies that mistreat blue collar workers are
also run by expats, it is also important to acknowl-
edge that theirs is a situation that needs address-
ing in order for us to change for the better. 

The number of domestic workers in the GCC is
pretty large, with an estimated 2.4 million across
the six countries. Yet, many of these countries
exclude domestic workers from any regular
employment laws. So it’s only fair to say that cur-
rently our religion of Islam, culture and our morals
play a role as important as the law on how we treat
domestic workers. With that said though, the law
in Kuwait has recently changed to the better, mak-
ing Kuwait the only GCC country to do so. I hope
that the other countries will follow suit, as it is a
very important and critical matter that cannot be
ignored. I have answered below a few recent ques-
tions that I have received from domestic workers.

New law
Question: I am a domestic worker and I am

wondering how the new law affects me. Can you
explain please?

Fajer: The new bylaw states the following: 
• The minimum salary of any domestic workers

is KD 60 per month, and just to make things more
clear, some embassies have set a minimum wage
for their workers that is higher than KD 60. So KD
60 is the bare minimum. 

• There will be 12 hours of work maximum, and
for any additional hours worked, the worker will be
compensated with overtime pay.

• The domestic worker will have 30 paid days off
per year.

Being abused
Question: I am being abused. I work 19+ hours

a day without rest. I am not allowed to have my
phone (I am emailing you from the house’s iPad)
and I barely get food. Help me. What can I do? 

Fajer: First things first, assess your situation. If it
is life-threatening, please go to the shelter. The
Kuwaiti government has set up a beautiful and
safe shelter for those that need it. If your case is
not life threatening yet critical, please contact your
embassy. If you don’t have an embassy, you can
email me and I will forward your case to the
Society of Social Workers). Please include the fol-
lowing details when emailing me: 

1) Your name
2) Your ID number
3) The name of your boss
And any other information you think is vital.

Please contact your country’s embassy if there is
one in Kuwait.

Unwanted
Question: I came to Kuwait four months ago,

and my boss doesn’t want me to work with him
anymore, so he sent me to another house, but
they don’t want me either. So I was told that they
are buying me a ticket and sending me home. But I
don’t want to go home. What can I do? 

Fajer: Unfortunately, you can only be trans-
ferred to another household if you have been in
Kuwait a year. That means you might have to go
back home. I understand that you don’t want to as
you have probably invested to be here. If you were
under the Kuwait labor law, then your boss would
have had to pay you the rest of your contract or at
least give you three months’ notice, but this is not
the case with domestic workers! 

I hope the above has brought some insight to
the situation and I hope that we hold a better
future for foreigners coming to work in our region.

For any legal questions or queries, email
ask@fajerthelawyer.com.

Legalese

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A 15-member gang was arrested
by residency detectives for harboring
absconding maids and offering their serv-
ices to other people in exchange for mon-
ey. The residency detectives department
said the gang was operating under several
bogus offices’ names, and used to send
maids to homes, who later escaped and
returned to the office. Those arrested were
found either absconding or wanted by
authorities. All were sent to concerned
authorities.

Visa forgery
Residency detectives arrested a Syrian

man named Mohammad Obaid for forging
documents to get a family visa for his wife
and son. The department said the Syrian
received a residency permit for his wife and
son without meeting the conditions, as his
salary in the work permit is KD 200, which
gave rise to suspicions. Investigations
showed that he received the approval
based on submitting an application in the
name of another expat whose name
matches his and meets the conditions,
while the other man did not know about it.

Fatal crash
Two vehicles collided on Sixth Ring

Road, prompting Subhan Fire Center to
respond. An Egyptian man was found
dead and his body was handed to the
forensics department. Three injured per-
sons were taken by paramedics.

Detour opened
The traffic department said a detour

and two roundabouts will be opened
across from Dasman palace at dawn today
to build a tunnel that links south Kuwait
City with its northeastern areas in order to
complete the First Ring Road project, in
addition to linking Ahmad Al-Jaber Road
with Shuhada and Abdullah Al-Ahmad
Roads to enhance traffic flow and manage
vehicle movement.

Drugs found
Central prison security men found sev-

eral joints containing what is suspected to
be drugs and mobile phones with an
inmate. The inmate is a Bangladeshi, and
the substances were found in his cell.
Legal action has been taken against him.

No injuries in fire
South and north Salmiya fire depart-

ments put out a fire in garbage behind Al-
Fanar Mall in Salmiya. The flames were
contained before they could spread to
nearby areas. No injuries were reported.

Injured fireman rewarded
Kuwait Fire Service Directorate’s (KFSD)

Deputy Director General for the
Prevention Sector Maj Gen Khalid Rakan
said a financial reward will be given to
injured fireman Fahd Mansour Al-Fureih, in
addition to promoting him, based on the
instructions of State Minister for Cabinet
Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Al-Abdullah Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah and Director General Lt
Gen Yousuf Al-Ansari.

KUWAIT: This handout photo released by the Interior Ministry yesterday shows members of a gang arrested for
harboring runaway maids and running illegal domestic help activities.

A vehicle that was involved in a fatal two-car collision
reported at Sixth Ring Road yesterday.

Firefighters tackle a blaze reported behind Al-Fanar Mall in Salmiya.

The second vehicle involved in the accident.

15 suspects arrested for

harboring absconding maids

Gang members offered illegal domestic help services

Abdaly case appeal sent

to public prosecution

Stolen cables blamed for power cuts
By A Saleh and Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The appeals court sent the state
security Abdaly case to the public prosecu-
tion to decide whether to appeal at the cas-
sation court or not. The appeals court sen-
tenced the cell ’s 25 Kuwaitis and one
Iranian varying sentences including death
for one and life for another, and sentenced
others to four years in jail, fines or acquittal.

Diesel price
The committee studying subsidies

decided to raise diesel and kerosene prices
to 100 fils per liter from the current 90 fils.
This means diesel and kerosene prices for
August will return to their levels six months
ago, particularly in November, during which
prices dropped from 100 fils to 70 fils.

Research and development
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation is consid-

ering signing memorandums of under-
standing (MoU) and agreements for the oil
industry, especially in the field of research,
development and technology with South
Korea’s National Oil Company and SK
Innovation Company. The second agree-
ment will be with India and a third will be
with Norway. The oil sector is trying hard at
all levels to implement an ambitious strate-
gy despite the transient crises it faces, be
they major or minor. The major oil projects
that are being executed confirm that the
executing team achieved at least 90 per-
cent of its strategic goals with the National
Assembly’s support.

Power cuts
Ministry of Electricity and Water (MEW)

said the reason behind power cuts in the
camels stables and Kabd areas of Farwaniya
governorate is due to stolen cables. The
ministry said repairs are being done with
new lines by the emergency team and con-
tracting companies. Separately, MEW start-
ed operations in seven secondary trans-
formers in Sector E of Sabah Al-Ahmad resi-
dential city in order to provide nearby
homes with power. MEW said the judicially
empowered team at the water operating
and maintenance department is issuing
citations in all Kuwait governorates, and
asked people to adhere to rules and regula-
tions in this regard. The team found viola-
tions such as washing yards in front of
homes and washing cars with hoses, which
carries a fine of KD 500.

Bus stops
The Municipal Council Secretariat

General asked Kuwait Municipality to take
the necessary action towards the approval
of the Municipal Council to place bus stops
on Taawon Road from Bidaa Roundabout to
Messila Bridge. It also asked to take neces-
sary action with regards to designing new
residential areas and provide services for
Jaber Al-Ahmad residential city. In other
news, the finance ministry asked Kuwait
Municipality to provide it the boundaries of
several plots of land of the site allocated for
media firms in Ardiya to the Industry Public
Authority, and inform the finance ministry
about it.

KUWAIT: Minister of Commerce and
Industry Dr Yousef Al-Ali yesterday affirmed
significance of the memorandum of under-
standing worked out by the ministry with
the national financial inspection depart-
ment for combating money laundering and
terrorism-financing.

This accord aims at exchanging informa-
tion and secret data “and placing them
within legal frameworks,” said the minister
on sidelines of signing the MoU with the
head of the financial inspection unit and
the chairman of the national commission
for combating money-laundering and

financing-terrorism, Talal Al-Sayegh.
It complies with relevant international

agreements and those of the United
Nations, Minister Al-Ali added, indicating
that the MoU “lays the groundwork for the
cooperation and information swap”
between the two departments.

Meanwhile, Sayegh said the MoU con-
forms with the national strategy for boost-
ing “the combat against these phenomena.”
The financial inspection division was set up
in 2013 to collect and process information
about suspected money laundering opera-
tions. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The domestic product amounted to KD 40.033 bil-
lion growing by 1.8 percent in 2015 on yearly basis, while
data for 2014 showed a minor growth estimated at 0.5 per-
cent, Kuwait Central Statistical Bureau said in a report
released yesterday. The local product dropped during 2014-
2015 due to the drastic oil price fall, where the decline
reached 6.3 percent and 25.6 percent. Income per capita
also dropped from KD 11.003 in 2014 to KD 08.095 in 2015.
Rise of the domestic product by 1.8 percent in 2015, along
with the population growth, resulted in cutting the income
per capita from KD 9,605 to KD 9,444, by 1.4 percent.
Contributions of the oil sector to the national product, in
shadow of the falling crude prices, dropped by 46.1 percent
in 2015 compared to 63.4 percent in 2014. —KUNA

Kuwait domestic
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KUWAIT:  Minister of Commerce and Industry Dr Yousef Al-Ali (center) attends the
signing ceremony. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

Two Kuwaiti departments cooperate

against money-laundering, terrorism

KUWAIT: The US Embassy’s Consular
Section wil l  hold two Student Visa
Days on Thursday, August 4, 2016; and
on Thursday, August 18 to support
students currently studying or plan-
ning to study in the United States.
Students are welcome to apply for
their visas on any day, however on
August 4 and 18 student applicants
will be given priority.

Earl ier  in July,  the US Embassy ’s
Consular Section held its first student
visa day, on July 21, helping nearly 250

students apply for their visas and get
to their universities on time.

Encouraging Kuwaiti students to
pursue higher educational opportuni-
ties in the US is one of the top priori-
ties of the US Mission. Students should
visit www.ustraveldocs.com to apply
for their visa and schedule their inter-
view. Student applicants should bring
an original 1-20 and a SEVIS receipt to
their appointment. Follow us on our
social media platforms for updated
information.

Student Visa Days in

August at US Embassy

Gold downward for

2nd week: Report
KUWAIT: Gold price dropped to $1.322 per
ounce pursuing a downward tendency for
the second week in a row, following a six-
week bullish trend, buoyed by relative
recovery of the US dollar value, according
to Sabayik Al-Kuwait for commerce and
precious metals trade company.

Gold was also affected with risk appetite
on part of the stock markets, post the posi-
tive results by the stock markets, following
positive declarations by majority of compa-
nies in Q2 2016, as well as continuing
decline of the euro and the sterling pound.

Sabayik Al-Kuwait said in its report,
issued yesterday, that fall of the euro and
sterling pound came after the European
central bank announced, on Thursday,
maintaining the interest rate unchanged.
Profit generation also contributed to slash-

ing the ounce value, where on Wednesday
it stood at $1.  313.

It forecast rebound where the ounce
value would exceed $1.330, and probably
would climb to $1.375, within the coming
month, advising investors to wait til l
August 4th or 5th when the picture will
become clearer and the central banks
declare their next financial policies.
Meanwhile, silver closed at $65.19 per
ounce. — KUNA


