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JERUSALEM: Nine months ago, Dareen
Tatour posted a poem on Facebook
about her frustration over spiking vio-
lence between Israelis and Palestinians.
Days later, Israeli police banged on her
door in the middle of the night and
arrested her, accusing her of inciting vio-
lence on the social network.

Tatour, an Arab citizen of Israel, is one
of several hundred people detained in
recent years for allegedly spreading
incitement. Hoping to further clamp
down on what it sees as the driving force
behind a 10-month spate of Palestinian
attacks, Israel is now preparing a law that
aims to rein in content on social media,
including Facebook, a platform it says
plays a central role in inspiring attackers.

Critics say Israel is going too far, and
that the new legislation will make it easi-
er to violate freedom of expression,
especially of Israel’s Arab citizens. “Where
is the democracy here? There is no
democracy. Voicing your opinion is the
only medium for an individual in a
democracy,” Tatour, 34, said by phone
from the apartment outside Tel Aviv
where she was confined to house arrest
after spending three months in jail. She
has no access to the internet and is
forced to wear an electronic ankle moni-
tor. Tatour says her poem was never a
call to violence, but rather an expression
of anger against what she saw as Israel’s
excessive use of force. In it she writes:
“Resist, my people, resist them ... And fol-
low the caravan of martyrs.” She has
been charged with incitement to vio-
lence and support for a terror organiza-
tion for a series of posts last October,
including one in which she voiced sup-
port for a Palestinian uprising, according
to the indictment.

Before being arrested, Tatour worked
in elderly care but is now out of a job.

She wrote poetry as a hobby, sharing her
pieces with close friends and 4,000
Facebook followers. She read her poems
in public only on three occasions. She
says she was somewhat politically active,
attending protests supporting
Palestinian causes several times a year.

Literary figures 
More than 150 literary figures, includ-

ing pro-Palestinian authors Alice Walker
and Naomi Klein, are calling for Tatour’s
release. The current violence erupted in
mid-September over tensions surround-
ing a Jerusalem site holy to both
Muslims and Jews. Since then, Israel has
repeatedly pointed to examples of social
media content that it says fueled attacks,
from drawings depicting Jews being
killed to instructions on how best to stab
an Israeli.

The Palestinians say such content -
like the violence - is the result of frustra-
tions over nearly 50 years of Israel’s occu-
pation and a lack of hope. The latest
wave of attacks has killed 34 Israelis and
two visiting Americans, mostly in stab-
bings. More than 200 Palestinians have
been killed at the same time, the majori-
ty of whom are said by Israel to have
been attackers. The rest were killed in
clashes with Israeli troops.

In a bid to extinguish what they see
as the wellspring of the violence, Israeli
police scour social networks, sifting
through hundreds of thousands of posts
that may be deemed as inciting to vio-
lence. Posts that directly call for or
encourage murder immediately set off
alarms, but officials also look for certain
keywords, the type of exposure a post
gets in terms of followers or likes and
whether the user is affiliated with a mili-
tant group.

The police declined to say how many

people are on the monitoring team,
when it began operating or what tools it
uses to scour Arabic social media sites.
Shlomi Avramzon, a Justice Ministry offi-
cial who heads a team that assesses con-
tent for incitement, says the process has
built-in checks so as not to infringe on
freedom of expression.

He says that unlike other crimes in
Israel, police need to receive permission
from the state attorney’s office before
they can launch an investigation. If the
state attorney’s office wants to issue an
indictment, it must first receive clearance
from the attorney general. According to
police figures obtained by the Israeli
Movement for Freedom of Information,
426 Arabs were arrested for incitement
between 2011 and 2015, much of it on
social media. The figures did not differ-
entiate between Palestinians and Arab
citizens of Israel. Some 64 Jews were
arrested during that time.

Justice Ministry 
Over the last year and a half, the

Justice Ministry said 45 indictments had
been served, the majority against Arabs.
Palestinians in the West Bank are bound
by Israeli military law, which has its own
rules on incitement. The military says 100
indictments have been issued against
Palestinians for incitement offenses since
last November.

Suhad Bishara, the acting director of
Adalah, an Arab legal rights group, said
that some investigations into incitement
are justified but others challenge posts
“that fall clearly within the realm of free
expression.” The new social media law,
dubbed “the Facebook Law,” would
enable courts to order social networks to
remove posts in cases in which the user
cannot be found or is not under Israel’s
jurisdiction. Israeli authorities identify
inciting material and seek the court
order. It is not clear if the law could be

enforced. Public Security Minister Gilad
Erdan said authorities could sue
Facebook if it did not comply with the
court order for any damage that the
incitement causes.

Erdan, one of the law’s sponsors, told
The Associated Press that as a test, Israel
asked Facebook to remove 74 posts it
said amounted to incitement.  Facebook
agreed to remove 24, a sign Erdan said
pointed to a need to hold social net-
works accountable for content their
users post. “We are left with no choice in
order to protect the public other than
advancing a law that will give us a legal
tool to act against internet companies,”
Erdan said. “I’ve called on Mark
Zuckerberg to take responsibility.”

Erdan denied that Israel is infringing
on freedom of expression, insisting it
was preferable to investigate people for
potentially incriminating posts, even if
they were innocent, rather than risk vio-
lence. Another draft bill by an opposition
lawmaker goes further, seeking to force
social networks to self-monitor for incite-
ment or face a fine. 

Facebook did not respond to repeat-
ed requests for comment.  Facebook’s
website says it reviews “reports of threat-
ening language” and removes “credible
threats of physical harm to individuals.”
Aaron Mackey, a legal fellow at the
Electronic Frontier Foundation, a US
group promoting civil rights in the digi-
tal world, said it was unlikely that the
California-based Facebook would be
bound by the Israeli law. Such legislation
was a slippery slope toward censorship
of its Arab minority, he added. “It can
become problematic when a policy
intended to prevent certain speech
about violence is actually used to repress
speech from certain disempowered
communities.” —AP

Israel takes on Facebook in battle against incitement

RIYADH: Saudi authorities executed four citizens yes-
terday convicted of killing six members of their tribe,
the interior ministry said. The killings took place due
to a land dispute among members of the Quthami
tribe, the ministry said in a statement on the official
SPA news agency.

The four, including three brothers, were executed
in the western city of Taif, bringing to 105 the num-
ber of death sentences carried out in the kingdom
this year. Saudi Arabia’s growing use of the death
penalty has prompted Amnesty International to call
for an “immediate” moratorium on the practice.

The kingdom imposes the death penalty for
offences including murder, drug trafficking, armed
robbery, rape and apostasy. Most people executed are
beheaded with a sword. On Thursday, authorities car-
ried out the 100th execution of the year. “Saudi Arabia
is speeding along in its dogged use of a cruel and
inhuman punishment, mindless of justice and human
rights,” said Amnesty’s Middle East and North Africa
head Philip Luther.

“At this rate, the Kingdom’s executioners will soon
match or exceed the number of people they put to
death last year,” he said. Amnesty says the kingdom
carried out at least 158 death sentences in 2015, mak-
ing it the third most prolific executioner after Iran and
Pakistan. 

Amnesty’s figures do not include secretive China.
“The Saudi Arabian authorities must immediately

establish an official moratorium on executions and
abolish the death penalty once and for all,” Luther
said. Murder and drug trafficking cases account for
the majority of Saudi executions, although 47 people
were put to death for “terrorism” offences on a single
day in January. They included prominent Shiite cleric
Nimr al-Nimr, whose execution prompted Iranian pro-
testers to torch Saudi diplomatic missions, triggering
a diplomatic crisis between the two arch-rivals. —AFP

TRIPOLI: Unable to get specialist care for his
six-year-old daughter in Libya or a visa for
treatment abroad, Abdulhakim Shaybi bought
a motor boat and set off with her last month
across the Mediterranean.

Two-and-a-half hours into their journey
from Sabratha in western Libya, they reached a
European ship deployed to rescue migrants. “I
raised a white flag to the ship in a sign of
peace,” Shaybi told Reuters by phone this week
from the I tal ian city of  Genoa,  where his
daughter Sajida, who has the rare blood cell
disease aplastic anemia, is now undergoing
tests. “My friend told them that we have a sick
little girl.”

The story was quickly picked up on social
media as an illustration of the tragic conse-
quences of Libya’s health system collapsing
amid poor security, a funding crisis, and chron-
ic shortages of staff and medicine.

Problems only seem to have become more
acute since a UN-backed government arrived
in Tripoli in March aiming to end the armed
conflict and political turmoil that has plagued
Libya for years. It is gradually trying to assert
its authority, but remains opposed by some
factions on the ground.

Shaybi said he decided on the boat trip
after visiting Tripoli Central Hospital earlier this
year and finding it “in a disastrous condition,
one hundred times worse than before. There

was no nursing staff at night, no medicine, and
no health care at all.”

Sorry state
The hospital is now in a sorry state, afflicted

by power and water cuts and star ved of
resources. Three months ago the emergency
room was shut after one male nurse was shot
and another was beaten. The morgue has run
out of space because staff are waiting for
authorization to bury unclaimed bodies. Of
250 foreign nurses, just 40 are left, and female
Libyan nurses are afraid to work because of
security threats.

“We are only conducting emergency opera-
tions now,” General  Manager Mukhtar al-
Habbas told Reuters. “We have no anaesthetic,
sterilising materials, or medical gauze, so how
we can work?” It is a similar tale across Libya.
About half of the country’s 159 hospitals are
either closed or barely delivering services, said
Haroon Rashid, a World Health Organization
official.

Before the uprising that toppled Muammar
Gaddafi in 2011, Libya had some of the best
health indicators in the region, he said, though
it was also unusually dependent on foreign
doctors and nurses, using its oil income to
employ them on generous terms. But some 80
percent of those workers have left, depriving
medical facilities of specialist care needed in

neonatal units or to treat high rates of casual-
ties from traffic accidents.

The WHO says indigenous malaria cases
have recently resurfaced in the south, and it
fears a re - emergence of  pol io as well  as
increasing resistance to HIV drugs due to users
switching between different brands because of
lack of supply. In a country where substance
abuse is widespread, there are no detoxifica-
tion centers.

Political turmoil, corruption, and financial
pressure caused by a steep fall in oil earnings
have cut off funding to health facilities, yet
Libya’s  underlying wealth means foreign
donors are reluctant to give. “Everyone is say-
ing that Libya is a rich country, and they may
have frozen assets but they have nothing in
hand,” said Rashid.

At the Tripoli Medical Centre, the largest
state hospital in the capital, metal donation
boxes have been placed at the entrance and
the walls of the pharmacy are bare. Some
equipment has been switched off by contrac-
tors who haven’t been paid, said General
Manager Mohammed Ehnaish, and the remain-
ing nursing staff are threatening to leave over
lack of salaries. “The treatment is non-existent,”
said Mohamed Maylood Al-Sabouh, whose
wife is a cancer patient there. “I buy from phar-
macies and sometimes I have to go to five to
six   before I can find the medicine.” —Reuters

Libyan health 
crisis sharpens 

Resources dwindle

SIRTE, LIBYA: A handout picture uploaded yesterday on the official Facebook page of
the media centre of the forces of Libya’s Government of National Accord’s (GNA) mili-
tary operation against the Islamic State group in Sirte shows members of forces loyal
to Libya’s unity government walking in a building used by the Islamic State group to
manufacture explosives after they seized it. —AFP

BAGHDAD: Iraqi security forces and civilians gather at the scene of a bomb in
Kadhimiyah district yesterday. —AP

BAGHDAD: A suicide bomber attacked a
security check point in northern Baghdad
yesterday, killing at least 14 people, Iraqi
officials said. The bomber, who was on foot,
detonated his device at one of the busy
entrances of the Shiite district of
Kadhimiyah, killing at least 10 civilians and
four policemen, a police officer said. At
least 31 other people were wounded, he
added.

Three more civilians were killed and 11
wounded in a bomb explosion in an out-
door market in Baghdad’s western suburb
of Abu Ghraib, another police officer said.
Two medical officials confirmed the casual-
ty figures. All officials spoke on condition of
anonymity as they were not authorized to
release information.

In an online statement, IS group claimed
responsibility for the Kadhimiyah attack,

saying it targeted a gathering of security
forces and Shiite militia members. The
Associated Press could not verify the
authenticity of the statements, but they
were posted on a militant website com-
monly used by the extremists.  Security
forces and public areas, mainly in Shiite
neighborhoods, are one of the most fre-
quent targets for the Islamic State group,
which controls key areas in mainly north-
ern and western Iraq.

Since late last year, the group has suf-
fered a string of territorial losses, most
recently last month in Fallujah, where it was
driven out by Iraqi forces after occupying
the city for more than two years. But the
extremists have continued to carry out
near-daily bombings in and around
Baghdad, as well as complex attacks in oth-
er countries. —AP

Suicide attack in Baghdad 
kills at least 14 people

DUBAI: I ran confirmed yesterday the
detention of an Iranian-American visiting
the country, the latest in a string of arrests
of dual nationals in the past year.

Asked about reports of the arrest of a
dual citizen on national security charges,
Judiciary spokesman Gholamhossein
Mohseni Ejei told a weekly news confer-
ence: “ The report on the arrest of an
Iranian-American dual national is correct,”
the semi-official Fars news agency said.
“But I don’t know what the charges are. The
person was arrested in Gorgan ... but the
trial may be held in Tehran,” Mohseni Ejei
added.

It was not immediately clear if he was
referring to the case of San Diego,
California-based Robin Reza Shahini who
was detained while visiting his mother in
the northeastern city of Gorgan earlier in
July, according to the Los Angeles Times
and other Western media.

In the past nine months, Iran’s
Revolutionary Guards have arrested at least
six dual-national Iranians, their friends and
family members say, the highest number of
Iranians with dual-nationality detained at

one time in recent years to have been
acknowledged. The government has con-
firmed most of the detentions, without giv-
ing details of any charges.

The Iranian government does not recog-
nize dual nationality, which prevents rele-
vant Western embassies from seeing indi-
viduals who have been detained.

In March, the US State Department
issued a warning noting that Iranian-
Americans are particularly at risk of being
detained or imprisoned if they travel to
Iran.  According to former prisoners, fami-
lies of current ones and diplomats, in some
cases the detainees are kept to be used for
a prisoner exchange with Western coun-
tries. In January, the United States and
Iran reached a historic prisoner swap deal
that saw Iranians held or charged in the
United States, mostly for sanctions viola-
tions, released in return for Americans
imprisoned in Iran. Several Iranian dual
nationals from the United States, Britain,
Canada and France are being kept behind
bars on various charges, including espi-
onage or collaborating with a hostile gov-
ernment. —Reuters

Saudi executes 
four convicted 

of murder

Iran says detains Iranian
American dual national 

TEL AVIV, ISRAEL: Israeli Public Security Minister Gilad Erdan speaks during an
interview with The Associated Press in his office. —AP

TRIPOLI: Forces loyal to Libya’s unity gov-
ernment said yesterday they had seized a
building used by the Islamic State group
to manufacture explosives in its coastal
stronghold.

The bomb factory is the largest to be
captured by fighters allied with the Tripoli-
based Government of National Accord
(GNA) since they launched an operation to
retake Sirte in May, the forces said on
Facebook.

They said the building was in the
southeast of Sirte, the hometown of slain
dictator Moamer Kadhafi which IS has
controlled since June 2015. The pro-GNA
forces shared images of the building
including several rooms containing explo-
sive devices, cables and mobile phones. 

The fall of Sirte, 450 kilometres (280
miles) east of Tripoli, would be a major
blow to IS, which has faced a series of set-
backs in Syria and Iraq. The two-month
battle for Sirte has killed around 280 pro-
government fighters and wounded more
than 1,500, according to medical sources
at the unity forces’ command centre.

The pro-GNA forces are mostly made up
of militias from western Libya established
during the 2011 revolt that overthrew
Kadhafi. A militia set up to guard the coun-
try ’s main oil  facil it ies has also been
advancing on IS. The GNA was the result of
a UN-brokered power-sharing agreement
struck in December, but it has yet to be
endorsed by Libya’s elected parliament
based in the country’s far east. —AFP

Libya loyalists take IS 
bomb factory in Sirte


