
BERLIN: Yesterday Senior German offi-
cials called for a review of Germany’s
already strict gun laws after Friday’s
deadly shooting in Munich that claimed
the lives of nine people and the gun-
man, a deranged 18-year-old who was
obsessed with mass killings.

“Gun control is an important issue.
We must continue to do all we can to
limit and strictly control access to dead-
ly weapons,” German Vice Chancellor
Sigmar Gabriel, leader of the centre-left
Social  Democrats,  told Funke
Mediengruppe, which owns a series of
German newspapers.

Gabriel said German authorities were
investigating how the German-Iranian
dual national had gained illegal access

to the weapon - identified by police as a
9 mm Glock 17 pistol, the most widely
used law enforcement weapon world-
wide - despite signs that he had signifi-
cant psychological issues.

“Clearly we will have to have a dis-
cussion in the near future about
whether the current gun control laws
are sufficient,” said German lawmaker
Stephan Mayer,  a spokesman for
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s ruling con-
servatives in parliament. “The biggest
priority is to combat the illegal arms
trade since that could also reduce crime
and terrorism,” he said in a statement
yesterday.

The gunman, named by German
media as Ali David Sonboly, opened fire

near a busy shopping mall on Friday
evening, killing nine and wounding 35
more, before turning the gun on him-
self as police approached.

The Munich shooting was the third
act of  violence against civi l ians in
Western Europe - and the second in
southern Germany -  in eight days.
Officials said there were no signs of
any  l inks  in  th is  case  to Islamist
extremist groups.

German Interior Minister Thomas de
Maiziere, also a member of Merkel’s
Democrats, told the Bild am Sonntag
newspaper in a separate interview that
he planned to review German gun laws
after the attack, and seek improve-
ments where needed.

De Maiziere said German gun laws
were already very strict, which he con-
sidered appropriate, and it was critical
to understand how the shooter gained
access to the pistol used. “ Then we
have to evaluate very carefully if and
where further legal changes are need-
ed,” he said in an interview published
on Sunday.

Mayer and De Maiziere also cited the
current debate within the European
Union about a package of reforms that
would tighten gun controls within the
bloc and make it easier to trace the ori-
gin of guns purchased legally. The pro-
posed changes, which must still  be
enacted by EU member states, would
also set more stringent rules for deacti-

vating previously fully-functioning guns
and making them available for sale as
so-called decorations.

Member states have different crite-
ria for what does and does not consti-
tute a deactivated weapon, a legal
loophole exploited by criminals to
import weapons that have only been
superficially modified to appear non-
functioning.

The Glock 17 used by the Munich
gunman, which police said had had its
serial number filed away, was such a
“reactivated” weapon from the Slovakia,
the Sueddeutsche Zeitung newspaper
reported yesterday, citing law enforce-
ment sources. Sonboly obtained the
gun on the Internet, it said. —Reuters

German officials urge close look at gun laws in wake of shooting

CHENGDU, SICHUAN, CHINA: Britain’s
new finance minister Philip Hammond,
under pressure from his peers from
around the world, said yesterday that
there could be more clarity later this year
on how the country will exit the European
Union.

Several nations called on Britain dur-
ing weekend talks on the world economy
to explain how the politically fraught
Brexit process will unfold in order to avoid
adding a new drag on the long and slow
recovery from the financial crisis. “It’s right
at the top of the agenda here at the G20,”
Hammond said at the end of the two-day
meeting of the Group of 20 leading
economies in the Chinese city of
Chengdu. “It’s a new factor affecting the
global economic outlook and it has
increased the uncertainty which the
world economy faces.”

Britain was plunged into its biggest
political crisis in decades by the June 23
Brexit vote and so far it has resisted calls
from some other EU countries to trigger
quickly the two-year process for negotiat-
ing its exit from the bloc. Prime Minister
Theresa May, who has been in her job for
less than two weeks, traveled to Germany
and France last week to explain why she
needed time to come up with an exit
strategy. The EU’s top economic official,
Pierre Moscovici, said the bloc under-
stood that Britain should not be rushed
but “at the same time...let’s not waste
time, let’s not have too much uncertainty,
let’s act and choose as swiftly as possible.”

Hammond told reporters on Sunday
the two-year negotiating period, once
launched, represented “quite a tight
timescale” and Britain needed to go into it
with clear objectives. “We have to do that
before the start of the process because
when we serve that notice, we need to hit
the ground running,” he said.

But Hammond also showed he was
aware of the need for some clarity on

Brexit: “What will start to reduce uncer-
tainty is when we are able to set out more
clearly the kind of arrangement we envis-
age going forward with the European
Union.”

“If our European Union partners
respond to such a vision positively - obvi-
ously it will be subject to negotiation - so
that there is a sense perhaps later this
year that we are all on the same page in
terms of where we expect to be going, I
think that will send a reassuring signal to
the business community and to markets,”
Hammond said. May has said she does
not plan to launch the formal negotia-
tion period this year. It remains to be
seen if other EU countries would enter
informal talks with Britain before the for-
mal negotiations, something they have
previously ruled out.

Govt, bank of England
have to be ready

Financial markets have stabilised after
the initial shock of the referendum result
which saw the value of the pound plunge
by more than 10 percent and trillions of
dollars wiped off stock markets world-
wide. But economists are expecting
Britain to fall into a recession, according
to a Reuters poll. Hammond said he did
not think that a survey of British business-
es published on Friday, which showed the
sharpest fall on record in a purchasing
managers index, was a sign that the econ-
omy was in already in a recession. “What it
does is underscore the hit to confidence,”
he said. Hammond warned that Brexit-
related volatility in markets would be a
risk throughout the two-year negotiation
period. “We have to be ready as govern-
ment, the Bank of England has to be
ready as monetary authority, throughout
that period to respond to any instability
created by that uncertainty and to ensure
that the economy continues to operate
smoothly,” he said. —Reuters
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VATICAN CITY: Support for migrants is so cen-
tral to Pope Francis’ vision for the church that he
has made welcoming them a potential test for
those seeking entry to Heaven on Judgment
Day. The pontiff’s advocacy for refugee rights
faces a diplomatic test Wednesday when he
begins a five-day visit to Poland, where a pop-
ulist government has slammed the door on
most asylum-seekers. Francis is scheduled to
meet Polish President Andrzej Duda in Krakow’s
millennium-old castle atop Wawel Hill where, in
the neighboring cathedral, Polish national
heroes for centuries have been laid to rest. He
then will hold a question-and-answer session
with Poland’s bishops behind closed doors.

Ahead of the pope’s arrival, Polish Interior
Minister Mariusz Blaszczak defended the ruling
Law and Justice party’s opposition to immigra-
tion by citing the Bastille Day truck massacre of
84 people in Nice, France. Blaszczak argued that
such violence was an inevitable consequence of
multiculturalism. The pope suggests that reluc-
tance or refusal to shelter newcomers in need
conflicts with the parable of the Good
Samaritan, who offered aid to a robbed, wound-
ed stranger.

Addressing the faithful earlier this month in
St. Peter’s Square, Francis said that ultimately
“we will be judged on the basis of works of mer-
cy.” “The Lord will be able to say to us: ‘Do you
remember? That migrant, who so many wanted
to kick out, was me.’”

Inspire by example
Seeking to inspire by example, Francis in April

brought 12 Syrians back with him to Rome after
visiting a migrant camp on the Greek island of
Lesbos, where tens of thousands were stranded
after perilous crossings from nearby Turkey in
often overcrowded boats.

The Rev. David Hollenbach, a professor of
ethics at Georgetown University’s School of
Foreign Affairs in Washington, said the pope’s
championing of migrants is “politically impor-
tant and socially important, but also religiously
important to the identity of Christianity.”
Hollenbach, who like Francis is a Jesuit, said in a
telephone interview that the treatment of
migrants and foreigners is “central in the Bible.”

It’s also intrinsic to the pope’s definition of a
Christian. Returning in February from a pilgrim-
age to Mexico, Francis told reporters aboard his
plane: “I think that a person who thinks of build-
ing walls and not bridges isn’t Christian.” The
pope was responding to a question about
Donald Trump, the Republican US presidential
candidate, who says he wants to build a border
wall to bar Mexicans from the United States.

A Polish commentator, Adam Szostkiewicz,
said he expected the pope to raise Poland’s
opposition to aiding refugees during this week’s
visit because “this is the central theme of his
pontificate in Europe. This is a European prob-
lem.” Szostkiewicz said he expected the pope to
argue against Poland’s policy, which he com-
pared to Pontius Pilate’s attitude to the crucifix-
ion of Jesus: “We wash our hands. This does not
concern us.” But he forecast that any papal
appeal would spark only a momentary stir, not
any shift in government policy.

“It will be good if he says it, and it will be
commented on, but it will soon be forgotten,” he
said. Catholic figures in Poland have been widely
seen to reinforce the government’s nationalist
views. University of Maryland history professor
Piotr Kosicki recalled how a Polish priest railed
against Muslims, Jews and “leftists” during an
address to an Independence Day rally in Warsaw
in November. Kosicki, writing in the Catholic
magazine Commonweal, concluded that the
priest, Jacek Miedlar, represented “a nationalist
revival for which being Catholic and Polish
implies also being anti-European, anti-pluralist
and anti-liberal.”

The Church’s stance 
Some within the church have been struck by

how Poland’s anti-migrant stand is equated with

protecting the country’s Polish and Catholic
identity. “Turning away the refugees would not
have been so readily accepted by our society
had it not been done in the name of the defense
of Christianity and of being Polish,” wrote the
Rev. Leon Wisniewski, a Dominican friar, in the
Catholic intellectual weekly Tygodnik
Powszechny.

At the Vatican, the visiting spokesman for
Poland’s bishops conference was asked by The
Associated Press how Poland and the Polish
church might react to Francis’ insistence on wel-
coming migrants. “It’s not a black and white
question,” said the Rev. Pawel Rytel-Andrianik,
who stressed that Poland has taken in refugees,
most of them from countries with predominant-
ly Christian backgrounds. He said Polish bishops
had issued their own appeal for parishes to shel-
ter refugees the day before Francis, in
September 2015, similarly called on each parish
to host a family of refugees. Most of Poland’s
refugees come from Russia, Ukraine and other
neighbors in the former Soviet Union, not from
Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq or Africa, major sources
for people trying to gain European Union pro-
tection. The right-wing Polish government elect-
ed in October has refused to observe an EU-wide
agreement on sharing the burden of accommo-
dating tens of thousands of asylum seekers
largely stuck in Italy and Greece. —AP

Francis and Poland differ on 
migrants ahead of pope’s visit

‘Test for those seeking entry to Heaven’

VATICAN: Pope Francis walks with a group of refugees he invited to join him on the steps of St.
Peter’s Basilica during his weekly general audience in St. Peter’s Square on June 22, 2016. —AP

PARIS: French President Francois Hollande and French Environment Minister
Segolene Royal visit an exhibition during a ceremony marking the first anniversary
of the energy transition law, at the Elysee Palace on Friday. —AFP

PARIS: French President Francois
Hollande’s popularity rating has inched up
from near record lows this month, despite
heavy criticism he received over security
issues since the Bastille Day attack in Nice,
two polls showed.

Nineteen percent of those surveyed in a
BVA poll published on Saturday said they
had a favorable opinion of Hollande, up
from a record low of 18 percent in June.
The poll for Orange and Itele was conduct-
ed on July 20-21, days after a delivery man
in Nice killed 84 people when he drove his
truck through a crowd of revelers leaving a
July 14 fireworks display on the beach
front promenade.

A July 22-23 Ifop poll for the Journal du
Dimanche published yesterday showed a
bigger improvement, with those satisfied
with the president rising three percentage
points to a five-month high of 17 percent.

It had fallen to a near record low of 14
percent in June as Hollande’s government
faced a series of strikes and violent street
protests over a contested labor reform.

While that standoff has subsided as the
government forced the law through parlia-
ment despite opposition from leftwing
lawmakers, the government has been
heavily criticized over security since the
attack in Nice. Conservatives with an eye
on a presidential election nine months
away lost no time criticizing Hollande’s
Socialist government for not doing more
following last November’s terrorist attacks
in Paris that left 130 dead.

His Prime Minister Manuel Valls, who
was jeered by a crowd in Nice at a com-
memoration for the victims there, saw his
popularity rating dip in the BVA poll to a
record low of 24 percent from 25 percent
in June. In the Ifop poll his rating was
unchanged from June at 21 percent.

Hollande’s government has ordered an
inquiry into policing on the night of the
attack in the Riviera city in a bid to dispel
criticism that security was inadequate.
Known for tough talk on security and
immigration issues, conservative former
president Nicolas Sarkozy saw his rating
jump four percentage points to 24 percent
in the BVA poll.

That helped narrow some of the ground
between him and Alain Juppe, his main
rival to be the conservative Republicans’’
candidate for president. Juppe, who is not
seen as strong on security issues and was
left scrambling to sound tough after the
attack in Nice, saw his rating fall two per-
centage points to 42 percent, although he
remained the most popular politician,
according to the BVA poll.

Marine Le Pen,  leader of  the anti-
immigrant Front National party, saw her
rating in the BVA poll rise three percent-
age points to 27 percent after the Nice
attack. The attack led Hollande to reverse
plans to end a state of emergency in
place since the Nov. 13 attacks in Paris
and instead extend it another six months,
which lawmakers  approved on
Wednesday. —Reuters

hollande’s approval rating 
inches up despite Nice attack

LONDON: Britain’s vote to leave the
European Union must be binding, the
chairman of Britain’s ruling Conservative
Party said yesterday, and Article 50, which
formally starts the exit process from the
bloc, would be triggered before the next
election.

Patrick McLoughlin, who was made par-
ty chairman by new Prime Minister Theresa
May last week, told the BBC’s Marr Show
that the vote for Brexit meant Britain must
now get control of its own borders and that
immigration must be reduced.

Asked about a report in the Observer
newspaper that an “emergency brake” on
the free movement of people was being
discussed, which would allow Britain to
keep access to the European single market,
McLoughlin said: “let us see.” “I’m quite clear
that the referendum result is binding on
parliament,” he said.

The BBC reported on Saturday that days

before the June 23 EU referendum, then-
Prime Minister David Cameron telephoned
German Chancellor Angela Merkel to
appeal for concessions on the free move-
ment of people, though the idea was even-
tually shelved. Immigration was a core
issue in the campaign to leave the bloc,
with polls in the run-up to the referendum
showing worries about the number of peo-
ple arriving from the EU swaying the public
towards supporting Brexit.

McLoughlin also said Article 50 of the
Lisbon Treaty, which will begin Britain’s for-
mal divorce from the EU, would definitely
be triggered before the next national elec-
tion and that it would be difficult for Britain
to have an early election because of its
fixed-term parliament system. The next
parliamentary vote is due in 2020. A gov-
ernment lawyer told Britain’s High Court
earlier this week that Article 50 would not
be invoked this year. —Reuters

UK Conservative Party chairman 
says Brexit must be binding

CHENGDU, SICHUAN, CHINA: Britain’s Finance Minister Philip Hammond (C) speaks
with delegates after taking part in a “family photo” with other ministers and central
bank chiefs at the G20 finance ministers meeting yesterday. —  AFP

LAGOS: Militant group MEND, which wreaked havoc on
Nigerian oil facilities in the 2000s, said yesterday that it was in
back-channel talks with the government to end renewed vio-
lence in the oil-producing south.

“The Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta
(MEND) wishes to confirm that indeed it has been in prelimi-
nary talks with the federal government through oil compa-
nies and law enforcement agencies,” the group said in a
statement. 

It said the talks were aimed at “finding solutions to the
short, medium and long-term future of the Niger Delta
region”, home to the country’s massive oil and gas resources.
The group had last month called for a dialogue after a rival
group, the Niger Delta Avengers (NDA), claimed responsibili-
ty for a series of attacks on oil facilities.

Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari said last week that
the government was negotiating with militants through oil
companies and security agencies to end the string of attacks
since February that have slashed output and worsened the
country’s revenue targets.  The Avengers denied they were in
talks with the government. But MEND described the group
and other rival outfits as “criminals” and advised the govern-
ment to ignore them.  MEND’s campaign for a fairer share of
Nigeria’s multi-billion-dollar oil wealth for residents of the
delta dealt a substantial cut to output, until a 2009 govern-
ment amnesty ended the unrest. But the Avengers have
claimed a string of devastating attacks against the state-run
Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC) as well as oil
majors Shell, Chevron and Eni since February. —AFP

BERLIN: German Justice Minister Heiko Maas (L) and
German Vice Chancellor, Economy and Energy Minister
Sigmar Gabriel address the press on Saturday. —AFP

UK seeks to assuage global 
worries over path to Brexit

Nigeria’s MEND says in
talks over oil attacks


