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July 27 is a significant day in the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea. This day 61 years pre-
viously the United States, which had boasted of

being “strongest” in the world, surrendered to the
Korean people.

Day of Victory
Early in the morning of June 25, 1950, the United

States started the Korean war by instigating the south
Korean puppet army, in pursuit of its wild ambition of
securing a bridgehead leading to its realization of
world supremacy.

To this end, it hurled into the war a huge armed
force two million strong, including its armed forces,
troops of 15 vassal of, enemy army and even the rem-
nants of the former Japanese army. It vouched that
the destiny of Korea would be “finished within 72
hours” at the outset of the war.

However, the Korean war produced an event wor-
thy of special mention in the war history of mankind.
The US suffered tremendous losses in the war: over 1
567 120 soldiers, including some 405 490 US soldiers,
were killed or captured, and over 12 220 aircraft, 3
250 tanks and armored vehicles, 13 350 vehicles, 560
warships and vessels of various types, 7 690 guns, 925
150 small arms and other war equipment were
destroyed. The loss it suffered was nearly 2.3 times as
much as that it had suffered in the four-year Pacific
War during WWII. It had boasted of having won in
more than 110 wars of aggression previously, but was
defeated for the first time since its founding.

The DPRK, a small country in the East, wrought a
miracle unprecedented in history of the world of
repulsing the multinational force in disguise of the
“United Nations Forces.” 

The army and people of the DPRK defeated the
enemy’s numerical and technical superiorities by
means of their ideological, strategic and tactical ones.
Such adroit strategies and tactics as immediate and
decisive counteroffensive of the Korean People’s
Army, strategic temporary retreat and the formation
of the second front by the regular army, position and
tunnel warfare, ambush, and movements of aircraft-
and tank-hunting and snipers’ teams smashed to
smithereens the military and technological superiori-
ties much vaunted by the West.

The United States had no other option but to sign
the Korean Armistice Agreement, similar to their sur-
render documents, on July 27, 1953. The then US
President Dwight Eisenhower spoke through the
radio 59 minutes after the AA was signed that it was
tragically bitter.

July 27 was marked as the day of great victory for
the Korean people who shattered the myth of “might-
iness” of the US and reliably defended freedom and
independence of the country.

History of Victory
The United States, instead of drawing due lesson

from the past Korean war, has aggravated the tension
on the Korean peninsula through ceaseless military
provocations.

Typical is the incident of the US armed spy ship
Pueblo that occurred in January 1968. 

The armed spy ship of the US navy, having intrud-
ed into the territorial waters of the DPRK, was cap-
tured by the Korean People’s Army navy. When this
happened, the United States made such a racket as to
immediately start a war, deploying a large armed
force in and around the Korean peninsula. US politi-
cians demanded the DPRK should apologize and
return the Pueblo. If the latter would refuse to do so,
they threatened, nuclear weapons would be used.

In the face of the US blackmails the DPRK gave a
resolute answer that it would “retaliate for the ‘retalia-
tion’ of the enemy and return an all-out war for an all-
out war” and became fully prepared for an all-out
confrontation with the US. Overpowered, the US
could not but sign a document on apologizing to the
DPRK for the espionage and hostile acts the Pueblo
had committed and assuring no more violation of the
territorial waters of the DPRK by any warship in the
future.

The then US President Johnson deplored that it
was the first letter of apology in the history of the US.
Afterwards the US constantly committed provoca-
tions, such as the incident of its large espionage
plane EC-121 in April, 1969, Panmunjom Incident in
August, 1976, the first nuclear crisis on the Korean
peninsula between 1993 and 1994 and the recurrent
nuclear crisis in the new century, driving the situation
on the Korean peninsula to the verge of war. All the
incidents, however, ended in its failure and in victory
of the Korean people.

Recently the US has continuously conducted
maneuvers of war provocation jointly with south
Korea by enlisting huge armed forces and military
hardware, including nuclear-powered submarines,
such as Key Resolve and Foal Eagle war rehearsals.

To cope with the ever more undisguised anti-DPRK
policies and nuclear war games by the US, the DPRK
has taken resolute measures. One of them was the
missile launches taken place in the DPRK. The Korean
army and people hold it as their steadfast principle
and firm will to answer the provocation with immedi-
ate counterattack and return a sacred war of national
reunification for a war of aggression.

The DPRK knows no idle talk and is countering the
nuclear threats by the hostile forces with nuclear
weapons, and their missiles with the same ones. July
27, V-day of the Korean people, will shine forever
along with the DPRK’s ever-victorious showdowns
with the US. 

NOTE: The article is submitted by the embassy of
DPRK.

KABUL: Kabul was plunged into mourning
yesterday after its deadliest attack for 15
years killed 80 people and left hundreds
maimed, reigniting concern that the Islamic
State group was seeking to expand its
foothold in Afghanistan.

Tempers were frayed a day after the
twin bombings that tore through crowds of
Shiite Hazara protesters, as many anxiously
searched hospitals and morgues, looking
among the mutilated bodies for missing
relatives.

The attack in the majority Sunni country
highlighted the risk of sectarian disharmo-
ny in a nation that has largely avoided the
bloody strife between Sunnis and Shiites
that plagues much of the Muslim world. “I
promise you that I will avenge the blood of
our loved ones on the perpetrators of this
crime, wherever they are,” President Ashraf
Ghani said, declaring Sunday a national day
of mourning.

The bombings occurred as thousands of
Hazara protesters had gathered to demand
that a multi-million-dollar power line pass
through their electricity-starved province
of Bamiyan, one of the most deprived areas
of Afghanistan.

The site of the attack, which Ghani
renamed as “Martyr’s Square”, remained lit-
tered with scorched metal, charred flesh
and personal items including shoes, ID
cards and protest banners with messages
such as “Don’t eliminate us”. 

Many protesters defiantly camped there
overnight, holding candlelight vigils and
reciting Koranic verses even though the
government announced a 10-day ban on

public gatherings on security grounds.
Dozens of graves were dug with shovels
and excavators at a nearby hilltop ceme-
tery, where coffins were brought in, draped
in traditional burial shrouds. 

Many who survived with grievous
wounds overwhelmed city hospitals, with
reports of blood shortages and urgent
appeals for donors swirling on social
media. “ The lines of Afghan men and
women who queued to donate blood for

their injured compatriots was a poignant
indicator of the Afghan peoples’ resilience
and solidarity in the face of terrible vio-
lence,” the United Nations said.

‘Heinous attack’   
IS, which controls territory across Syria

and Iraq, claimed the bombings in a state-
ment carried by its affiliated Amaq news
agency, calling it an attack on a “gathering
of Shiites”. The devastating attack in the
capital represents a major escalation for IS,

which so far has largely been confined to
the eastern province of Nangarhar where it
is notorious for brutality including behead-
ings. The Afghan government is currently in
the middle of an operation backed by
NATO airstrikes against IS in Nangarhar,
after Ghani earlier this year claimed that
the group had been defeated.

NATO this month said the group’s influ-
ence was waning as it steadily lost territory,
with fighters largely confined to two or
three districts in the province from around
nine in January. “There is no doubt that IS is
under intense pressure in Nangarhar, and
they are desperate to reassert themselves
with attacks such as the one in Kabul,” ana-
lyst Ahmad Saeedi told AFP.

The Taleban, who are in the middle of
their annual summer offensive and are
more powerful than IS, strongly denied any
involvement in Saturday ’s attack. The
National Directorate of Security,
Afghanistan’s main intelligence agency,
said the attack was masterminded by Abu
Ali,  an IS commander in Nangarhar ’s
volatile Achin district.

The bombings, which killed at least 80
people and wounded 231, mark the dead-
liest single attack in Kabul since the Taliban
were toppled from power in a 2001 US-led
invasion, the UN said. The killings sparked
an avalanche of global condemnation, with
the United Nations labeling the direct
assault on civilians a “war crime”.

“This heinous attack was made all the
more despicable by the fact that it targeted
a peaceful demonstration,” the White
House said. —AFP
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KABUL, AFGHANISTAN: Afghans help a man who was injured in a deadly explosion
that struck a protest march by ethnic Hazaras, at a hospital on Saturday. —AP

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia: Tens of thou-
sands of Cambodians marched yesterday in
the funeral procession for a leading gov-
ernment critic who was fatally shot in an
attack that raised suspicion of a political
conspiracy. A farm worker who was caught
red-handed told police he killed Kem Ley,
45, over a $3,000 loan. However, the sus-
pect’s wife said the family was too poor to
lend so much money. Cambodia has a bru-
tal history of political violence.

Although there was no overt political
sloganeering during the procession, the
huge crowds reflected the massive anti-
government sentiment that could pose a
challenge to Prime Minister Hun Sen, who
was a frequent target of Kem Ley’s criti-
cism.

Since the July 10 murder, Kem Ley’s
body had been kept at a Buddhist temple
in Phnom Penh, Cambodia’s capital, for
people to pay respects. It was placed in a
glass casket on a decorated vehicle that set
out at dawn and took almost 12 hours to
complete a largely motorized 70-kilometer
(43-mile) journey to his hometown in Takeo
province for a Monday funeral.

A float carrying Kem Ley’s widow, Bou
Rachana, and children, dressed in the
Buddhist mourning color of white, drove
ahead of the hearse, which was followed by
people on foot, motorcycles, cars and
motor rickshaws. Some carried his portraits.
Most of the marchers wore white T-shirts
with pictures of Kem Ley, and some had
printed slogans: “Wipe your tears and con-
tinue your journey.” Many also waved reli-
gious and Cambodian flags in what
appeared to be one of the biggest public
rallies in Cambodia in recent times.

Crowd numbers were hard to estimate,
because the procession was constantly
moving and many were in cars and other
vehicles. However, with people gathered all
along the route, and large numbers also at
the destination, claims of 100,000 or
200,000 were credible.

The last such turnout was when opposi-
tion leader Sam Rainsy returned from exile
on July 22, 2013. Sam Rainsy, the strongest
rival to Hun Sen, survived a 1997 grenade
attack on a rally of his followers that killed
16 people and wounded more than 100.
No one was ever brought to justice in the
incident.

Kem Ley is the most prominent
Cambodian government critic to be killed
since trade union leader Chea Vichea in
2004. Many yesterday’s crowd spoke of
their admiration for Kem Ley, who was
known mainly for his commentaries on
radio broadcasts from overseas outlets
such as Voice of America. Most mass media
in Cambodia is under the control of the
government and its supporters.

“I regarded him as my god because of
his bravery, cleverness. His death was as if I
had lost something personal,” said Chhun
Eang, holding Kem Ley’s portrait. She said
she traveled from northwestern
Battambang province, some 300 kilometers
(186 miles) away, to attend the procession.
“Why are good people like him always
killed?” she said in between sobs.

Long Kiet, a 70-year-old retiree, said
Kem Ley was killed because he criticized
the government. “They are not scared to kill
anyone who dares to criticize them. It does-
n’t matter if he or she speaks right or not,”
Kem Ley said. Several lawmakers from Sam
Rainsy’s Cambodia National Rescue Party
also joined the procession, and Sam
Rainsy’s Facebook page carried the event
live.

As the convoy passed, onlookers bowed
their heads with both hands placed togeth-
er in respectful salutation. Several hundred
police, including units in riot gear, were
deployed along the route, particularly visi-
ble in front of Hun Sen’s office, where anti-
riot trucks and tear gas guns were on
standby.

Hun Sen has promised a thorough
investigation into the killing, which came at
a time of political tension that began last
year with legal and other pressures by the
government on the Cambodia National
Rescue Party. Sam Rainsy is abroad to avoid
being jailed on legal charges many consid-
er poliically motivated.

Opposition leaders and Global Witness,
a British activist group whose work was
occasionally the subject of Kem Ley’s radio
commentaries, have suggested a political
conspiracy behind the killing. One of his
most recent commentaries was about a
report issued by Global Witness that
alleged that Hun Sen and his family had
enriched themselves and kept power
through corruption. —AP
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PHNOM PENH, CAMBODIA: Cambodian Buddhist monks chanting a sutra lead the
funeral procession of Cambodian leading government critic Kem Ley yesterday. —AP

KATHMANDU, NEPAL: Nepal’s prime min-
ister resigned yesterday shortly before he
was to face a confidence vote in parliament
that he expected to lose, further aggravat-
ing political instability in the Himalayan
country.

Prime Minister Khadga Prasad Oli’s 9-
month-old government had lost its majori-
ty support this month after the Maoist par-
ty pulled out of the coalition, accusing Oli
of failing to honor power-sharing agree-
ments.

In a nationally televised speech in parlia-
ment, Oli said yesterday that the way he
was forced to resign would have far-reach-
ing implications for the country and lead to
further political instability. “The opposition
parties hatched a conspiracy for narrow
interests, and I am stunned by that,” he said.

“I have already submitted my resigna-
tion letter to the president and have
informed the speaker about the resigna-
tion, paving the way for the election of a
new prime minister,” Oli said in the speech,
which came an hour before the confidence
vote was to be held.

A change in government is nothing new
in Nepal, with Oli the eighth prime minister
in the past 10 years. Maoist party chairman
Pushpa Kamal Dahal is now expected to try
to form a new coalition government with
the help of the Nepali Congress and some
other groups.

The Maoists are former communist
rebels who fought government troops for
10 years until they signed a peace agree-
ment. The Maoist party’s major complaint
was that Oli’s government failed to take
proper legislative action in favor of the
Maoist cadres facing trials for wartime
crimes.

The Maoists had launched a decade-
long insurgency beginning in 1996 and
joined the political mainstream after reach-
ing a deal with the government in 2006.
Alleged wartime crimes and human rights
violations committed by the Maoists and
the security forces have yet to be
addressed.

The insurgency claimed the lives of
more than 15,000 people and injured or
displaced tens of thousands of others. —AP

NEW DELHI: India’s government has refused to renew the
visas for three Chinese journalists working for China’s offi-
cial Xinhua News Agency, an official said yesterday, mean-
ing they will have to leave the country by the end of this
month.

The official declined to disclose the reasons for the
refusal to renew the visas - a move that comes amid ten-
sions between the two countries - but said Xinhua could
send replacements for the journalists.

The official said that the three had received several visa
extensions and that one of them has been in India for the
past seven years. The official spoke on condition of
anonymity because he was not authorized to talk to
reporters.

Yesterday a report in The Hindu newspaper said the
three traveled to the southern Indian city of Bangalore
recently and met exiled Tibetan activists, which became an
issue with India’s government. — AP
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KATHMANDU, NEPAL: Nepal’s Khadga Prasad Oli addresses the parliament before
being appointed as the new Prime Minister on Oct. 11, 2015. —AP

LIMA: Disgraced Peruvian ex-president
Alberto Fujimori,  serving a 25-year
prison term for corruption and crimes
against humanity, has requested a par-
don due to ill health. The 77-year-old
has been in and out of the hospital in
recent months for a series of health
problems. “Alberto Fujimori has filed a
pardon request with the Justice Ministry.
It will be processed under due constitu-
tional and legal terms,” council of minis-
ters chief Pedro Cateriano said in a
Twitter post.

The reason for the request-his sec-
ond-was not specified.  He has previous-
ly had gastric problems, cataract surgery
and five operations for a cancerous
growth on his tongue. Fujimori’s children
have asked President Ollanta Humala to

grant him a reprieve on health grounds.
But the president rejected the request in
2013, saying medical reports indicated
Fujimori’s condition was not sufficiently
serious.

Under Peruvian law, granting pardons
is a presidential prerogative. Alberto
Fujimori’s latest hospitalization came 12
days after his daughter Keiko narrowly
lost Peru’s presidential election to center-
right candidate Pedro Pablo Kuczynski.

Fujimori, who was president from
1990 to 2000, was first jailed in 2007
and convicted in 2009 for his role in
killings by a death squad targeting sup-
posed members of the Shining Path
guerrilla group in the 1990s. He has also
been convicted of embezzlement and
bribery. —AFP

Ailing ex-president Fujimori 

seeks pardon in Peru
India refuses to 

renew visas for 3 

Chinese journalists


