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In another development, the lower court will look on
July 27 into a lawsuit calling to stop the ministry of pub-
lic works from demolishing a historical mosque situated
on a road project site in Kuwait City. The decision to
demolish the 123-year old mosque came under fire
from MPs and activists, who strongly criticized the gov-
ernment for failing to save the mosque. The court will
decide if the demolition can be stopped or at least

delayed until the issue is carefully studied.
MP Saleh Ashour yesterday sent a series of ques-

tions to Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Khaled Al-Sabah about an online campaign by two
clerics to raise funds for Yemen’s Dammaj city. The
lawmaker asked the minister if he had taken any
action against the two clerics for launching the
fundraising campaign without a government license.
He asked if the minister had referred them to the pub-
lic prosecution for interrogation.

Law regulating Internet media comes into...
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Erdogan will probably try to capitalize on the large size of
the crowd of all political persuasions to try and reassert full
control over the country, a NATO ally and an important partner
in the US-led fight against Islamic State. In another demonstra-
tion of unity after the coup, which was staged by a faction
within the armed forces, the head of Turkey’s air force issued a
rare statement stressing “absolute obedience” to the chief of
the military General Staff. Some members of the air force were
involved in the coup. The chief of the military General Staff,
Hulusi Akar, who was held hostage by the plotters on the night
of July 15, condemned the plotters yesterday as “cowards in
uniform” who had greatly harmed the nation and the army.

Erdogan, who narrowly escaped capture and possible death
during the attempted coup, has declared a state of emergency,
allowing him to sign laws without prior parliamentary approval
in a drive to root out supporters of the coup. His critics fear he is
using the abortive coup to wage an indiscriminate crackdown
on dissent. Turkish authorities have suspended, detained or
placed under investigation more than 60,000 soldiers, police,
judges, teachers, civil servants and others in the past week.
Yildirim said on Saturday authorities had taken around 13,000
people into custody over the coup attempt, including 8,831 sol-
diers. He pledged they would have a fair trial.

Rights group Amnesty International said it had received
credible evidence of detainees being subjected to beatings
and torture, including rape, since the coup attempt. “It is
absolutely imperative that the Turkish authorities halt these
abhorrent practices and allow international monitors to visit
all these detainees in the places they are being held,” said
Amnesty’s Europe director John Dalhuisen in a statement. In
Ankara, a senior official denied Amnesty’s claims, saying:
“The idea that Turkey, a country seeking European Union
membership, would not respect the law is absurd. We cate-
gorically deny the allegations and encourage advocacy
groups to provide an unbiased account of the legal steps
that are being taken against people who murdered nearly
250 civilians in cold blood.”

Turkey has undergone a seismic shift since the night of vio-
lence when renegade soldiers sought to topple Erdogan but
were stopped by crowds of civilians and loyalist security forces.
In the latest reaction, Yildirim said Turkey would disband
Erdogan’s 2,500-strong Presidential Guard, almost 300 of
whose members have been detained. Under new emergency
powers, those detained can be held without charge for 30

days, a move Amnesty said increased the risk of torture or oth-
er maltreatment of detainees.

But for now, the crackdown appears to be broadly popular.
“The state of emergency is a good thing and it’s good that
many people have been arrested and that the length of deten-
tions has been extended,” said demonstrator Harun Kalyancu,
34, a furniture designer and supporter of the ruling party. “If
people lost their jobs they must be guilty.” Zuhal Tolbert, 56,
who is retired, said the government should be more inclusive.
“The government has to think about the mistakes they have
made they have to think about the other half of the popula-
tion.  (who did not vote for them),” she said. “We all have to
come together.”

Erdogan has accused US-based Muslim cleric Fethullah
Gulen, who has many followers in Turkey, of masterminding
the abortive coup. In his first decree Erdogan ordered the clo-
sure of thousands of private schools, charities and foundations
with suspected links to Gulen, who denies involvement in the
coup. The CHP and other political parties swiftly joined the rul-
ing Islamist-rooted AKP in condemning the coup attempt,
mindful of four other military interventions in Turkey in the
past 60 years. The last full-scale coup in 1980 led to mass
arrests of politicians and others, torture and executions.

Taksim Square, like much of Istanbul and other cities, is
awash with Turkish flags and CHP supporters were also carry-
ing pictures of their hero Kemal Ataturk, the soldier who
founded the secular republic on the ashes of the Ottoman
Empire in 1923. Supporters of Erdogan’s AKP, which has ruled
Turkey since 2002, have generally tended to use religious sym-
bols and rhetoric. But the coup has united both sides in a blaze
of nationalist fervor. Istanbul’s AKP mayor, Kadir Toptas, has
provided free public transport for the rally.

Opposition parties have mixed backing for purging coup
supporters with calls for reconciliation and restraint. “Turkey
should completely be purified from the rule of the putsch,”
said a “Taksim Declaration” issued by the CHP’s Kilicdaroglu.
“The state should not be governed by anger and revenge.
The culprits of the putsch should be tried lawfully with the
understanding of abiding by the rule of law,” it added.
Turkey’s Supreme Military Council (YAS) will meet under
Erdogan’s supervision on July 28. Erdogan told Reuters in an
interview on Thursday that he would restructure the armed
forces and bring in “fresh blood”. After the coup, Western
countries pledged support for democracy in Turkey, but have
also expressed concern over the scale of subsequent purges
of state institutions. — Agencies 

Turkish parties rally together 
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now decided to go public about their talks,” it added.
Israeli army radio on Sunday aired an Arabic telephone
interview with Eshki, chairman of the Jeddah-based Middle
East Centre for Strategic and Legal Studies, in which he
denied that his country had security links with the Jewish
state. “To my knowledge there is no cooperation in the
struggle against terrorism,” he said. He said that Israel would
only be able to make peace with the Arab world when it
had resolved the conflict with the Palestinians, in accor-

dance with the 2002 Arab proposal.
It calls for Israel to withdraw from the occupied territories

and resolve the issue of refugees with the Palestinians, lead-
ing to the creation of a Palestinian state, in exchange for nor-
malized relations with Arab countries. “Peace will not come
from Arab countries, but the Palestinians and the imple-
mentation of the Arab peace plan,” Eshki said. The radio
quoted him as saying the Israeli-Palestinian conflict “is not
the cause of terrorism, but it provides a breeding ground for
conflict in the region”. Egypt and Jordan are the only two
Arab nations to have made peace with Israel. — AFP

Saudis visit Israel, meet govt official
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The UN has set August as the target date for talks to
resume. Yesterday, Damascus said Syria “is ready to con-
tinue the Syrian-Syrian dialogue without any precondi-
tions, in the hopes that this dialogue will lead to a com-
prehensive solution”. 

The statement, carried by state news agency SANA and
quoting an unidentified foreign ministry official, said Syria
would be “ready to coordinate air operations against ter-
rorism as part of the agreement between Russia and the
United States”. Moscow has sought to work with
Washington on military action against the jihadists of the
Islamic State group and Al-Qaeda affiliate Al-Nusra Front.

Yesterday saw heavy clashes in the northern town of
Manbij, where the Syrian Democratic Forces alliance is
pressing its campaign against IS, the Observatory said. It
reported at least five SDF fighters and 18 IS militants
killed, as well as eight civilians trying to flee Manbij. The
US-led coalition has carried out air strikes against IS
since September 2014, and Russia began its own bomb-
ing campaign in support of Assad’s forces a year later. 

Last week US Secretary of State John Kerry met his
Russian counterpart Sergei Lavrov and Russian President
Vladimir Putin in Moscow. They agreed on “concrete
steps” to salvage the failing truce and fight jihadist fac-
tions, without announcing details. Kerry and Lavrov are
expected to meet again in Laos this week.— AFP 

Air strikes hit four hospitals in Aleppo

Ty Lang, of Montrose, Colorado, brings down his steer in the steer wrestling event during the first day of the Cheyenne Frontier Days Rodeo on Saturday at Frontier Park Arena in Cheyenne, Wyoming.— AP 


