
MANCHESTER: Former Manchester United player Paul Scholes has questioned
whether the club should pay a world-record fee for Juventus midfielder Paul
Pogba, saying the 23-year-old is not in the same bracket as the likes of Cristiano
Ronaldo and Lionel Messi. United have been negotiating with Juventus over
the transfer of Pogba, who is a top target for new manager Jose Mourinho,
according to media reports in Britain. Scholes was Pogba’s team mate when the
latter was a teenager at United and feels despite his obvious talent, the France
international has a long way to go before he can stake his claim as
one of the world’s top players and command a record fee.  “He
was a very talented young player, I played with him and I knew
how good he was,” Scholes, who is playing in a futsal tourna-
ment in India, told the Times of India daily.  “I just don’t think he
is worth 86 million pounds ($112.75 million). For that sort of
money, you want someone who is going to score 50 goals a
season like Ronaldo or Messi. Pogba is nowhere there yet.”
Scholes also praised Manchester City’s capture of Borussia
Dortmund midfielder Ilkay Guendogan for a fee worth
around 20 million pounds, according to British
media reports. —Reuters
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NEW YORK: Rio-bound US Olympian Sandi Morris soared to
the highest outdoor pole vault in the world this year when she
cleared 4.93 metres at Houston on Saturday. The mark, during
an American Track League meeting, superseded Russian
Yelena Isinbayeva’s clearance of 4.90 metres as the best out-
door mark for 2016. Only world outdoor record holder
Isinbayeva and American Olympic champion Jenn Suhr have
ever jumped higher, giving the US a strong 1-2 punch for next
month’s Olympics. Isinbayeva will miss the Games because of
the Russian ban. “I’m crying you guys!! I just broke the
American Record!” the 24-year-old Morris said on Twitter. USA
Track & Field officials, however, said Morris, the world indoor
silver medallist, would receive credit only for the best outdoor
pole vault ever by an American since records in the event can
be established both indoors or out. Suhr holds the American
record of 5.02 metres set indoors in 2013 with a pending
record of 5.03 metres from earlier this year indoors, the officials
said. Morris’s indoor best is 4.95 metres, a mark she set in
defeating Suhr for the 2016 US indoor title.—Reuters

Morris soars to year’s 

top outdoor pole vault

ROME: Juventus are set to smash Italy’s transfer record by snatching striker
Gonzalo Higuain from Napoli after triggering his release clause of 94.7 million
euros ($104 million), Italian media said yesterday. All that remains is the
Argentine poacher’s signature, which is regarded as a formality, local press said.
“It’s all true. Gonzalo Higuain will live in Turin,” declared the Turin daily La
Stampa, considered the voice of the Agnelli family-which runs Juventus. He will

be “the lethal weapon” that the Italian champions have been
crying out for, it added, calling the move the “coup of the

summer”. Higuain, 28, who has been linked with a number
of top clubs around Europe, is expected to sign for four
years with a salary of 7.5 million euros a year.  The trans-
fer-the most expensive in the history of Italian football-is
a warning of intent from Juve, who could recoup more
than that with the possible sale to Manchester United of
midfielder Paul Pogba. That transfer saga is reported to be
ongoing. Despite helping Napoli to second place behind

Juve last season, Higuain is reportedly keen to move to Turin
because of the club’s raised profile among Europe’s elite

after several years on the sidelines. —AFP
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CHICAGO: With Charley Hull back in action on
Saturday, England cruised into the final singles
matches along with the United States and
Taiwan at the LPGA’s International Crown team
event.  Jodi Ewart Shadoff and Holly Clyburn
routed Pornanong Phatlum and Pornani
Chutichai of Thailand 7 and 5. Hull, sidelined by
illness on Friday, returned and teamed with
Melissa Reid to beat sisters Ariya and Moriya
Jutanugarn 3 and 1 as England won Pool B with
nine points.

Thailand had taken the lead with birdies at
the second and fourth by Moriya, but Hull reeled
off four straight birdies at the fifth through
eighth to put England 2 up.

Reid birdied the ninth to stretch the lead
before Ariya stepped up with two birdies and a
chip-in eagle on the 16th hole to keep within
striking distance.  The group walked to the 17th
hole with England 2 up. Both Thai players missed
their birdie chances and then conceded the hole
and the match.  “I was gutted not to be out
there, but I thought it would be the best thing
for me today to rest because I really didn’t feel
well,” Hull said of missing her match on Friday
after dealing with a fever and her asthma.  

The United States, who lost two tight match-
es against England on the opening day, finished
second in Pool B with seven points after Cristie
Kerr and Lexi Thompson defeated Ai Suzuki and
Ayaka Watanabe of Japan 4 and 2, and Stacy
Lewis and Gerina Piller beat Mika Miyazato and
Haru Nomura, 3 and 1.  “It’s pretty huge consid-
ering the way we started out, but we pulled it
out,” Kerr said. “We can get some rest since we
don’t have go to into a playoff.  “We will have a
team meeting and figure out our strategy for
tomorrow.” Taiwan lead Pool A and were assured
of going through after Candie Kung and Teresa
Lu halved their match with China’s Feng
Shanshan and Feng Simin for their seventh point
of the competition.

CHINA IN THE HUNT    
China were lying second in the group on six

points after Lin Xi Yu and Yan Jing teamed to
beat Tseng Ya-Ni and Cheng Ssu-Chia 5 and 4.
Lin, like playing partner Yan 20, had six birdies
and an eagle on the day and won four holes.

That was despite leaving her putter at the
hotel on Saturday morning and playing with one
borrowed from the club pro.

“I have to thank to all my teammates because
after they all know it, it’s obviously my very big
mistake, but my partner and Simin and
Shanshan, they just kept telling me, ‘it’s OK, it’s
OK, just relax,’” she said.  “I borrowed a putter
from the club pro here, and yeah, I have to thank
him as well.”

Two Pool A matches between South Korea
and Australia were still on the course when
thunderstorms halted play at the Merit Club.
South Korea’s Amy Yang and Chun In-gee were 1
up over Aussies Minjee Lee and Su Oh through
15 holes and Ryu So-Yeon and Kim Sei-Young of

South Korea were 2 up through 14 over Karrie
Webb and Rebecca Artis.  With the top two
teams in each group and one wild card going
through to the deciding singles, two spots were
still open. The country with the most points at
the end of the weekend lifts the trophy. —AFP
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GURNEE: Lexi Thompson, left, and Cristie Kerr congratulate each other after finishing second
in their pool Saturday, during the third round of the LPGA’s UL International Crown golf tour-
nament in Gurnee, Ill. The United States advanced to singles round.— AP

OAKVILLE: Jared du Toit, of Canada, reacts after sinking an eagle on the 18th hole
during the third round of the Canadian Open golf tournament, Saturday, in Oakville,
Ontario. — AP

Snedeker leads amateur du 

Toit, Johnson in Canadian Open

OAKVILLE: Jared du Toit was in position to
become the first Canadian to win the
Canadian Open in 62 years - and the first
amateur to break through on the PGA Tour
in 25 seasons.

Brandt Snedeker was in a little better
position. US Open champion Dustin
Johnson was right there, too. “I think I’m
going to be the most-hated man in Canada
tomorrow, but it’s going to be a lot of fun
trying to figure it out,” said Snedeker, the
2013 winner at Glen Abbey who eagled the
par-5 18th on Saturday for a 6-under 66
and a one-stroke lead over du Toit and
Johnson. Du Toit matched Snedeker with
an eagle on 18, holing a 40-footer for a 70.
On Friday, du Toit rebounded from a triple
bogey and bogey with three straight
birdies.

“I’ve never kind of been in this kind of
pressure, this atmosphere before,” said du
Toit,  an Arizona State senior from
Kimberley, British Columbia. “I’m here hav-
ing fun and trying to go and play golf. It
hasn’t set in so far, but loving every minute
of it.” Pat Fletcher, born in England, was the
last Canadian winner in 1954 at Point Grey
in Vancouver, British Columbia. Carl Keffer
is the only Canadian-born champion, win-
ning in 1909 and 1914. Albert Murray, a
Canadian also born in England, won in
1908 and 1913. Doug Sanders was the last
amateur to win the event in 1956, and Phil
Mickelson - then also an Arizona State stu-
dent - was the last amateur winner on the
tour in the 1991 Northern Telecom Open.

“I’m honestly just out here to have some
fun and enjoy the atmosphere,” du Toit said.
“Obviously, I want to play well tomorrow,
but it’s kind of my first go at it. Win or lose,
I’m happy with the way this week’s gone.”

He has Snedeker’s attention. “He’s great,”
Snedeker said. “For a 21-year-old kid, to be
playing golf here is awesome, let alone to
do it in your national open. I mean, I can’t
imagine the nerves this kid has to be play-
ing as great of golf as he has. I’m looking
forward to meeting him. I’m looking for-
ward to playing with him, and I’m going to
do everything I can to help him have a
great day tomorrow.”

OVERPOWERED
Snedeker overpowered the 18th, hitting

a 378-yard drive and 121-yard approach to
set up the 6-footer. “Now I know what it
feels like to be Dustin Johnson,” Snedeker
said about his drive on 18. 

“Just had downwind, greens and fair-
ways are so firm, if  you get it.
Unfortunately, them being firm, you have
about 2 yards to get the ball in the fairway.

I hit it right on my line, one of the best
swings I’ve made all day. Hit hard and took
off. Had a lob wedge into 18, perfect lob
wedge, able to hit a good one and rip it in
there about 6 feet and make a putt.”

Johnson, tied for the lead with Luke List
after each of the first two days, birdied 18
for a 71. “I had a rough day on the greens,”
Johnson said. “It didn’t feel like I was hitting
bad putts. I don’t know, ball was not going
in the hole. Hit a lot of good shots out there
that didn’t end up very good. I still feel like
I’m playing well, driving it really well and
that’s the big key for me. Tomorrow, hope-
fully, get some putts to roll in.”

Snedeker had five straight birdies on
Nos. 2-6, bogeyed 11 and 15 and birdied
the par-5 16th. The 35-year-old American
won in February at Torrey Pines for his
eighth PGA Tour title. “I felt comfortable on
the greens all week and was hitting my line
today,” Snedeker said. “It’s funny, you get a
round like today, I had a bunch of putts
that were really easy to read. They were
edge putts I could be firm with and aggres-
sive with and I was able to take advantage
of them.” Steve Wheatcroft and Alex Cejka
were 7 under. Wheatcroft had a 64, and
Cejka shot 69. “I’m excited. I know I’ve been
playing really well,” Wheatcroft said. “My
swing has really been clicking the last few
weeks. 

MISERABLE YEAR
I’ve had a miserable year. I just haven’t

been able to put anything together. I made
some swing changes about a month ago or
two weeks ago in Alabama, so I know it’s
coming.” Jon Rahm, du Toit’s former Arizona
State teammate, was in the group at 6
under in his fourth start since turning pro-
fessional. The Spaniard eagled 16 and
birdied 18 in a 72. Matt Kuchar also was 6
under after a 70.

“I was hoping for a big round today, but
kind of stalled out just a little bit,” Kuchar
said.  “Course is tough. I didn’t drive it quite
as well as I had first two days, and it’s so
crucial, driving it well.”

Top-ranked defending champion Jason
Day was tied for 28th at 2 under after a 69.
He shot a 76 on Friday after opening with a
69. “Definitely kept the ball out in front of
me today,” Day said. “It was easier obviously
today teeing off early. Greens were a lot
more receptive. The fairways were a lot
more receptive, as well, so they weren’t
bouncing into the rough or they weren’t
bouncing into the rough over the greens.”

List also was 2 under after a 77. He had a
triple bogey and two double bogeys on the
back nine.  — AP

LONDON: European Tour chief executive Keith
Pelley plans to introduce six-hole tournaments
complete with blaring music in a bid to shake up
golf’s staid image.

Pelley succeeded George O’Grady last year
and has already introduced measures aimed at
tackling slow play as he tries to capture a
younger audience for the sport.

However, Pelley’s announcement that six-
hole sprint formats could be included on the
European Tour schedule from 2017 is a signifi-
cant leap.  “Golf and tennis has to be a little more
open to letting the youth actually participate,”
the Canadian told BBC Radio Five on Sunday.
“ There’s no question that is something we
believe in as well.  “Let’s be honest-and scientific

data proves this-attention spans are decreasing
as opposed to increasing and it’s completely dif-
ferent when the choice people have to consume
content now is so different than it was 35-40
years ago.

“So you have to change, people’s time is so
precious that golf-I think every golf course being
built needs to be six holes, six holes, six holes-so
that people can go at the beginning before they
go to work.” Pelley highlighted the success of
Twenty20 cricket in boosting attendances as a
reason for change.

“From our perspective, as the gatekeepers of
the professional game, we are looking to create
a format that would be six holes,” he said.  “That
could be an hour, an hour-and-a-half content

programme... which would be very entertaining.
“Yes, there would be a shot clock, yes there

would be music being played, and PA announce-
ments, and players would be dressed a little dif-
ferently, and maybe they would only play with
five or seven clubs.” Pelley said he envisaged
players representing their countries “so you
could probably see England playing Scotland in
a six-hole matchplay with time clocks and music
and so forth going on and it would be an aspira-
tional goal to be even remotely as successful as
Twenty20 cricket.

“If you’re not prepared to change, if you’re
not prepared to be innovative, if you’re not pre-
pared to take chances, then I do believe that the
sports that aren’t will fall behind.” —AFP

European Tour exec wants six-hole events

OAKVILLE: Dustin Johnson, of the United States, walks with off the 8th tee with Jim Furyk, right, and Billy Hurley III, center, during the second
round of the Canadian Open golf tournament in Oakville, Ontario. — AP


