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LONDON: In this Aug. 12, 2012 file photo Team Russia celebrates winning the gold medal during the rhythmic gymnastics group all-around final at the 2012
Summer Olympics, in London. Olympic leaders stopped short yesterday of imposing a complete ban on Russia competing in the Rio de Janeiro Olympic Games,
handing individual global sports federations the responsibility to decide which athletes should be cleared to compete. (inset) Russian Sports Minister Vitaly
Mutko speaks to the media in Moscow, Russia, yesterday. — AP

LAUSANNE: Olympic leaders stopped short yesterday of
imposing a complete ban on Russia from the Rio de
Janeiro Games, leaving individual global sports federa-
tions to decide which athletes should be cleared to
compete. The decision, announced after a three-hour
meeting of the International Olympic Committee’s exec-
utive board, came just 12 days before the Aug. 5 open-
ing of the games. “We had to balance the collective
responsibility and the individual justice to which every
human being and athlete is entitled to,” IOC President
Thomas Bach said.

The IOC rejected calls from the World Anti-Doping
Agency and many other anti-doping bodies to exclude
the entire Russian Olympic team following allegations
of state-sponsored cheating.

Russia’s track and field athletes have already been
banned by the IAAF, the sport’s governing body, a deci-
sion that was upheld Thursday by the Court of
Arbitration for Sport, and was accepted by the IOC
again yesterday.

Calls for a complete ban on Russia intensified after
Richard McLaren, a Canadian lawyer commissioned by
WADA, issued a report Monday accusing Russia’s sports
ministry of overseeing a vast doping program of its
Olympic athletes.

McLaren’s investigation, based heavily on evidence
from former Moscow doping lab director Grigory
Rodchenkov, affirmed allegations of brazen manipula-
tion of Russian urine samples at the 2014 Winter Games
in Sochi, but also found that state-backed doping had

involved 28 summer and winter sports from 2011 to
2015. But the IOC board, meeting via teleconference,
decided against the ultimate sanction, in line with
Bach’s recent statements stressing the need to take indi-
vidual justice into account.

“An athlete should not suffer and should not be sanc-
tioned for a system in which he was not implicated,”
Bach told reporters on a conference call after yester-
day’s meeting. Back acknowledged the decision “might
not please everybody.”

JUSTICE
“This is not about expectations,” he said. “This is

about doing justice to clean athletes all over the world.”
Russian Olympic Committee president Alexander
Zhukov presented his case to the IOC board at the
beginning of yesterday’s meeting, promising full coop-
eration with investigations and guaranteeing “a com-
plete and comprehensive restructuring of the Russian
anti-doping system.”

The IOC also rejected the application by Russian
whistleblower Yulia Stepanova, the 800-meter runner
and former doper who helped expose the doping scan-
dal in her homeland, to compete under a neutral flag at
the games.

The IOC said Stepanova, now living in the United
States, did not meet the criteria for running under the
IOC flag and, because she had committed doping viola-
tions, did not satisfy the “ethical requirements” to com-
pete in the games. However, the IOC added that it

would invite her and her husband, Vitaly Stepanov, to
attend the games.

While deciding against an outright ban, the IOC said
it was imposing tough eligibility conditions, including
barring entry for the Rio Games of any Russian athlete
who has ever been sanctioned for doping.

The IOC said it would accept the entry only of those
Russian athletes who meet certain conditions set out
for the 28 international federations to apply.

SPORTS POWERHOUSE
The federations “should carry out an individual analy-

sis of each athlete’s anti-doping record, taking in
account only reliable adequate international tests ... in
order to ensure a level playing field,” the IOC said.

The committee asked the federations to examine the
information and names of athletes and sports implicat-
ed in the McLaren report. Any of those implicated
should not be allowed into the games, it said.

The IOC said the federations would have to apply
their own rules if they want to ban an entire Russian
team from their events in Rio, as the IAAF has already
done for track and field. Russian entries must be exam-
ined and upheld by an expert from the Court of
Arbitration for Sport, the IOC said.

Russian athletes who are cleared for the games will
be subjected to a “rigorous additional out-of-competi-
tion testing program.”

The IOC also reiterated its “serious concerns” about
the weaknesses in the fight against doping, and called

on WADA to “fully review their anti-doping systems.” The
IOC said it would propose measures for more trans-
parency and independence.

The decision for the IOC was loaded with geopolitical
ramifications. Never has a country been kicked out of
the Olympics for doping violations. And Vladimir Putin’s
Russia is a sports powerhouse, a huge country seeking
to reaffirm its status on the world stage, and a major
player in the Olympic movement. Many international
Olympic officials and federation leaders have close ties
to Russia, which has portrayed the exclusion of its track
athletes and calls for a complete ban as part of a politi-
cal, Western-led campaign.

Putin, citing the US and Soviet-led boycotts of the
1980 and 1984 Games, said the Olympic movement
“could once again find itself on the brink of a divi-
sion.” And former Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev
wrote an open letter to Bach on Friday to plead
against a blanket ban.

Anti-doping leaders had argued that the extent of
state-backed doping in Russia had tainted the country’s
entire sports system, and the only way to ensure a level
playing field was to bar the whole 

team, even if some innocent athletes will lose out.
Russia faces a possible ban from the Paralympic Games.
Citing evidence in McLaren’s report of doping among
Russian Paralympic athletes, the International
Paralympic Committee said Friday it will decide next
month whether to exclude the country from the Sept. 7-
18 event in Rio. — AP

IOC stop short of complete ban on Russians 

RIO DE JANEIRO: The Olympic Village in Rio opened its
doors to the world’s athletes yesterday, less than two
weeks before the Games begin-but Australia immediately
boycotted the facility, calling it “simply not safe or ready.”

The criticism was another embarrassing blow for
host Brazil, which is struggling to show all will be well
with the 2016 Olympics to open August 5, despite low
ticket sales and general public apathy amid a deep
recession.  The Olympic Village, a 31-building complex
located in the Barra da Tijuca district in the west of Rio
de Janeiro, is meant to house more than 18,000 athletes
and coaching staff over the coming weeks.  Some of the
Brazilian delegation were to move yesterday into the
official lodgings, which are all fairly basic shared rooms
fitted with anti-mosquito devices to prevent the spread
of Zika. Hundreds of thousands of condoms are also
being supplied.

But Australia’s delegation spurned the Village as
being riddled with problems, especially with wiring and
plumbing, and said its athletes would continue to be
put up in nearby hotels for the time being.  “Problems
include blocked toilets, leaking pipes, exposed wiring,
darkened stairwells where no lighting has been
installed and dirty floors in need of a massive clean,” the
head of the Australian team, Kitty Chiller, said in a state-
ment. The system failed a test on Saturday in which taps
and toilets were turned on in apartments on several
floors, she said. “Water came down walls, there was a
strong smell of gas in some apartments and there was
‘shorting’ in the electrical wiring.” She said other delega-

tions, including those from Britain and New Zealand,
were experiencing the same problems.

Chiller said she would reassess the situation at the
Village after further tests on plumbing and fire safety,
but cautioned that “there is much work to be done.”

As dire as the Australian description of the Village
sounded, one of the 207 delegations to bed down in
the facility was more relieved yesterday to find out its
athletes would be able to make it to Rio.  Russia, whose
participation had been uncertain following revelations
of state-run doping, hailed a decision by the
International Olympic Committee to not impose a blan-
ket ban on all its sportsmen and women.  

BOOSTED SECURITY 
If all the obstacles in the Village are surmounted, the

athletes will find a self-contained community planned
to have all the services they need over the 17-day
Olympiad.  There is even a “mayor” to head up the ath-
lete welcoming ceremonies: Janeth Arcain, a retired
Brazilian basketballer who won a silver Olympic medal
in 1996 and a bronze in 2000.

Security, naturally, will be high around the complex,
and around Rio generally. 

The arrest Thursday of 10 Brazilians suspected of
planning attacks during the Olympics revived memories
of the Munich Games in 1972 when an armed
Palestinian group took Israeli athletes hostage and
killed 11 of them.  However, Brazilian Justice Minister
Alexandre de Moraes said the suspects were “absolutely

Olympic Village opens 
to Australia boycott

RIO DE JANEIRO: (L-R) Brazilian former basketball player and Mayor of the Olympic Village, Janeth Arcain, the
President of the Brazilian Olympic Committee Carlos Nuzman and Rio de Janeiro’s Mayor Eduardo Paes cut the
ribbon during the opening ceremony of the Olympic Village in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, yesterday. — AFP

amateur”, “disorganised” and had no specific targets.
But recent attacks, such as the one on July 14 in Nice,
France that killed 84 people, have prompted officials to
bolster their security plans, notably by reinforcing

checks and screenings.
From Sunday, some 50,000 police and soldiers are

being deployed in Rio to protect sports venues, tourist
spots and key transport areas. — AFP


