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LITTLE EGG HARBOR, New Jersey: Oysters
were once so abundant in New Jersey that
vacationers would clamber off trains, wade
into the water and pluck handfuls to roast
for dinner. Their colonies piled so high that
boats would sometimes run aground on
them, and they were incorporated into nav-
igation maps. Even earlier, Native American
tribes would have oyster feasts on the
banks of coastal inlets. 

But over the centuries, rampant devel-
opment, pollution, overharvesting and dis-
ease drastically reduced the number of oys-
ters, here and around the country; many
researchers and volunteer groups estimate
oyster populations are down 85 percent
from their levels in the 1800s. That has
sparked efforts throughout the coastal
United States to establish new oyster
colonies, or fortify struggling ones. Though
small in scale, the efforts are numerous and
growing, and they have a unified goal:
showing that oysters can be successfully
restored in the wild, paving the way for

larger-scale efforts and the larger funding
they will require. 

While a main goal is increasing the num-
bers of succulent, salty shellfish bound for
dinner plates, oysters also serve other useful
purposes. They improve water quality; a sin-
gle oyster can filter up to 50 gallons of water
a day. They also can protect coastlines; the
hard, irregular oyster beds serve as speed
bumps that obstruct waves during storms.

“It’s many years and millions of dollars
away, but it is attainable,” said Steve Evert,
assistant director of the Marine Science and
Environmental Field Station at New Jersey’s
Stockton University, one of hundreds of
organizations working to start or expand
oyster colonies. Most of the projects are
small-scale, funded by government grants
and volunteer donations. 

Helen Henderson, of New Jersey ’s
American Littoral Society, which is growing
an oyster reef in Barnegat Bay, hopes suc-
cessful demonstration projects can lead to
an exponential increase in funding for big-

ger projects. “Nature has shown us this can
be done; we’re just giving it a kick-start,” she
said. “Hopefully funding will flow from that
once we can show successful outcomes,
and we can really make a difference on a
much larger scale.” 

The Barnegat Bay Partnership put up
$52,000 for the oyster project Stockton is
undertaking in New Jersey; matching funds
came from the university, the Littoral Society,
and a shellfish business that has invested
many times that amount on equipment and
oyster seedlings. Fledgling oysters need to
attach themselves to a hard surface in order
to grow, preferably a three-dimensional one
with plenty of nooks and crannies.

The projects usually involve dumping
shells onto the sea bed, where free-floating
oyster seed attaches to them, though some
projects pre-load the shells with tiny oyster
seedlings before dumping them at a reef
site. Some involve transporting more
mature oysters from established colonies to
new sites. Oyster restoration projects are

underway or have recently been completed
in San Francisco Bay; Puget Sound near
Seattle; New York Harbor and the Hudson
River; in coastal salt ponds in Rhode Island
and the state’s Narragansett Bay; in the
Carolinas, as well as Florida and the other
Gulf Coast states; New Hampshire; and par-
ticularly in Chesapeake Bay in Maryland
and Virginia, where some of the nation’s
biggest oyster restoration programs have
been underway for years.

In 2014, US fishermen and growers pro-
duced nearly 36 million pounds of oysters
worth nearly $250 million, according to the
National Marine Fisheries Service. But oyster
landings have plummeted from their heyday
in the 1800s. In Chesapeake Bay, 120 million
pounds of oysters were brought ashore in
1880; by 2008, the amount was around 1 to
2 million, according to the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration. “We’ve
knocked this resource down so far that it
would be impossible to get it back to 100
percent of its historic high,” said Bill

Goldsborough of the Chesapeake Bay
Foundation. “I’d feel wonderful if we could
get it back to 50 percent, but we’ll probably
fall short of that. But remember: Today we’re
in single digits, and it would still be a phe-
nomenal improvement.”

Businesses are getting involved, too.
Commercial shellfish processors, which
steam whelks, a type of sea snail used to
make scungilli salad, donate the animals’
large, crevice-filled shells to reef restoration
programs; North Carolina even gave a $1
per bushel tax credit to firms that donated
shells until discontinuing the incentive in
2013. Restaurants nationwide now collect
and donate shells to conservation groups
for use in reef-building. Dale Parsons Jr, a
fifth-generation oysterman from New
Jersey, has invested a small fortune in shell-
fish aquaculture, as well as wild oyster
restoration. “You have to listen to what
nature tells you,” he said. “The water is prov-
ing it can sustain oysters. We’re just trying
to help it along.”—AP

Maturing oyster recovery projects call for money

BUENOS AIRES: Hundreds of women turned
out in Argentina to breastfeed in public
Saturday, in protest at the removal of a moth-
er for nursing publicly in a Buenos Aires
square last week. Waving signs that read “No
repression; nursing is not up for discussion”
and “My breasts, my rights; I’m not interested
in your opinion,” some 500 women demon-
strated in support of Constanza Santos, who
police took from the square for nursing her
nine-month-old.

Instead of a sit-in, some called the protest a
breastfeed-in. Supporters said the case was
disturbing and that they were not going to let
mothers’ rights be trampled on. Similar
demonstrations were held in other cities,
including Mar del Plata, Tucuman and
Neuquen. “This is great because it sheds light
on a problem. And police need to be on the
public’s side and not work against them,” said
Argentine human rights activist Adolfo Perez
Esquivel, the 1980 Nobel peace laureate.—AFP 

Buenos Aires : Women are joined by other people as they breastfeed their children during a demonstration at a square in San Isidro, on the out-
skirts of Buenos Aires. — AFP 

Argentine mothers hold 
mass breastfeeding protest

Buenos Aires: Women breastfeed their children during a demonstration at a square in
San Isidro, on the outskirts of Buenos Aires.-AFP

LAGOS: Nigeria yesterday celebrated two
years without a new case of polio, in a major
stride towards Africa being declared free of
the devastating disease. 

If no new case is reported by July 2017,
Nigeria will be certified free of the virus, which
mainly affects children under five and can
leave its victims crippled or dead. As recently
as 2012, Nigeria seemed to be losing the bat-
tle against polio, recording more than half of
all global cases. But these days the disease is
only endemic in Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Nigeria has not seen a case of “wild” polio-
contracted person-to-person or through con-
taminated water-since July 24, 2014, when a
child was left paralyzed in the impoverished
northern state of Kano. Nigerian President

Muhammadu Buhari yesterday hailed the
progress towards wiping out polio, but said
more needed to be done keep up the momen-
tum. “The next major milestone for us as a
country is the certification of polio-free status
in 2017 by the World Health Organization,” he
said in a statement.

A sporadic case occurred in August 2014 in
Somalia but Nigeria is the last African country
where polio was endemic. “As long as a single
child remains infected, children in all countries
are at risk of contracting polio,” the WHO says
on its website. 

“Failure to eradicate polio from these last
remaining strongholds could result in as many
as 200 000 new cases every year, within 10
years, all over the world.”

Suspicion over vaccines 
Nigeria had struggled to contain the virus

after some northern states imposed a ban on
vaccinations in 2003. Immunization teams
were attacked and even killed as rumors
spread about vaccine safety-a phenomenon
also seen in Pakistan, where suspicions grew
after the CIA ran a fake vaccine drive to help
track down Al-Qaeda chief Osama Bin Laden
in 2011. In northern Nigeria, immunization
bans followed allegations by some state gov-
ernors and religious leaders that vaccines were
contaminated by Western powers to spread
sterility and HIV among Muslims. 

Independent tests ordered by the govern-
ment in 2004 declared that the vaccines were
safe, but hostility to vaccination drives has

remained in some areas. Boko Haram’s bloody
six-year Islamist insurgency has also created
major security issues for efforts to vaccinate
children in the north. Health Minister Isaac
Adewole said the government would get “peo-
ple out of their comfort zones to further
enhance the quality of polio campaigns, reach
children in difficult areas and continue to
improve routine immunization.” 

Buhari meanwhile pledged to work with
international partners “to ensure that this dis-
ease is wiped off the face of the earth for
good”. Nigeria has budgeted 12.6 billion naira
($42.5 million, 38.8 million Euros) in 2016 for
vaccinations and other programs to combat
childhood diseases such as polio, yellow fever
and measles, he added. Modibo Kassogue,

immunization manager in Nigeria for UNICEF,
told AFP that funding was crucial. “They must
also improve monitoring, increase levels of
routine immunization and strengthen the
overall health system to prevent the return of
polio,” he said.

And he said plenty needed to be done in
Nigeria to stop children dying of other dis-
eases. Treatable infectious diseases such as
malaria, pneumonia, diarrhea, measles and
HIV/AIDS account for more than 70 per cent of
the estimated one million under-five deaths in
Nigeria every year, according to UNICEF. “In
Nigeria, one child out of every 13 born dies
before reaching age one, and one in every
eight does not survive till their fifth birthday,”
Kassogue said. —AFP

Nigeria hails major step towards polio-free Africa
‘Next major milestone is certification of polio-free status’

DENVER: Authorities said Saturday that new
tests show there is no evidence of a marijuana
chemical in a Colorado community’s tap water
and they believe the initial tests were false.
Warnings not to drink the water were lifted
Saturday after multiple tests confirmed there was
no THC, marijuana’s psychoactive ingredient, in
the water.

“We are happy to report that the water advi-
sory is canceled immediately. Please resume any
and all water activities,” the sheriff’s office notified
residents on its Facebook page. Lincoln County
sheriff’s Capt. Michael Yowell said Saturday that
there is evidence that a shed covering a city well
was tampered with and that investigation is con-
tinuing. He said the manufacturer of the test kits
has been contacted to find out why some tests
came back positive.

“There never was THC in our water supply. We
did get multiple tests showing the possibility of
THC, but independent tests taken by different peo-
ple at different times and places showed no evi-
dence of THC,” Yowell said. He said a shed covering
the well head was broken into, but there was no
indication who was responsible or when it
occurred. Yowell said the shed is only protected by
a padlock, like many other wells on Colorado’s east-
ern plains, but someone gained entry by breaking
into a side of the shed. Yowell said many communi-
ty wells are at risk of being contaminated.

“It’s not tamper-resistant, someone with bad
intentions could get into almost any well in
America if they wanted to,” he said. Bottled water
was distributed to residents after officials said
Thursday that some field tests showed evidence
of the chemical, and more tests were ordered. No
illnesses were reported in Hugo, a town of about
730 people some 100 miles southeast of Denver.
Commercial marijuana cultivation, product man-
ufacturing, testing facilities and retail marijuana
stores are banned in Hugo, although they are
legal elsewhere in the state.—AP

First home delivery
of medical marijuana

made in Florida
TALLAHASSEE, Florida: The first organization authorized
to dispense medical marijuana in Florida has made its first
home delivery. Kim Rivers, CEO of Trulieve, said Saturday
that the company has delivered low-THC medical cannabis
to a patient in Hudson, Florida, who is suffering from dysto-
nia, a condition characterized by chronic muscle spasms
and seizures. Hudson is in Pasco County, near Tampa.

Trulieve and Hackney Nursery, which is the dispensing
organization for Northwest Florida, received processing
and dispensing authorization from the state Department
of Health on Tuesday. Trulieve plans to begin in-store sales
at a dispensary in Tallahassee on Tuesday. Patients suffer-
ing from cancer, epilepsy, chronic seizures and chronic
muscle spasms can order medical marijuana by contacting
their physician, as long as both are listed in a state registry.
Department of Health spokeswoman Mara Gambineri said
only 15 doctors are currently in the state’s registry.

The legislature gave limited approval to medical mari-
juana in 2014 with many expecting it to be available early
in 2015. The process, though, got bogged down by legal
challenges and administrative delays. Christian Bax, direc-
tor of the Office of Compassionate Use, told the Florida
Senate’s Regulated Industries subcommittee during a hear-
ing that he expected medical marijuana to be available in
September. Some of the distributing organizations were
optimistic that they could have it ready by mid-summer.

Dispensing organizations can do home delivery
throughout the state. Six approved organizations have
received cultivation authorization but Trulieve is the only
one that has received dispensing authorization.
According to an Office of Compassionate Use webinar
held last month, dispensaries are expected to be in 18
cities by the time all organizations are up and running.

Trulieve will have medical marijuana initially available
in a concentrated oil, tinctures, gel capsules and vape car-
tridges. By law, the marijuana must be low in tetrahydro-
cannabinol (THC), which produces the euphoric state for
users, but is high in cannabidiol (CBD) which has been
effective in preventing seizures. In March, the legislature
approved an extension of the Right to Try law, allowing
patients with terminal conditions to receive high-THC
cannabis. Rivers said Trulieve expects to have that avail-
able next month. — AP

New tests show no pot chemicals 
in Colorado town’s water

BEIJING: Siberian tigers at a wildlife park in Beijing mauled a
woman to death and wounded another when they stepped out
of their car in an enclosure, a Chinese state-run newspaper said.
A tiger pounced on one of the women after she got out of a pri-
vate car in which she was touring the Beijing Badaling Wildlife
World on Saturday, the Legal Evening News reported.

The second woman was killed by another tiger that leapt
at her after she stepped out of the vehicle to try to help her
companion, the report said. The Yanqing district government

confirmed in an official microblog post that the tiger attack
took place at the park, which lies at the foot of the Great
Wall. It offered few details but said the injured person was
being treated.

Visitors are allowed to drive their own vehicles around the
park, but are forbidden from getting out while in certain enclo-
sures, the report said. A woman who answered the phone at the
park refused to comment on the attack, saying only that the park
was closed for two days due to forecasts of heavy rain. —AP

Tiger mauls woman to death 
in Chinese wildlife park tour

COLORADO: In this photo, law enforcement personnel guard a water well in Hugo, Colorado. — AP


