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Filmmaker James Cameron and Hollywood
star Sigourney Weaver were surprised by
a fan proposing to his girlfriend as they

celebrated the 30th anniversary of sci-fi classic
“Aliens” on Saturday. The pair were swapping
nostalgia and behind-the-scenes anecdotes at
San Diego Comic-Con when the man got down
on one knee during the audience Q&A section
and popped the question. The lucky lady said
yes, prompting Cameron, 61, to remark: “May

you be happy and have many spawn.” Cameron
and Weaver, 66, were joined by other cast
members including Lance Henriksen, Michael
Biehn, Paul Reiser and Bill Paxton as well as
producer Gale Anne Hurd.

The panel was asked for details of progress
on an upcoming fifth “Alien” film to be made by
“District 9” and “Elysium” director Neill
Blomkamp. Although it has not been officially
announced, Blomkamp himself has given inter-

views confirming that he plans at least one
sequel with Weaver in the lead role. The filmmak-
er announced on Twitter last October that the
project had been put on hold while “Alien” direc-
tor Ridley Scott worked on “Alien: Paradise Lost,”-
the sequel to his “Alien” prequel “Prometheus.”
Weaver told Comic-Con however that a script
had been completed and that Blomkamp “has
work to do and I have work to do, but I’m hoping
when we finish those jobs we’ll circle back and

do it.” The pair started developing ideas while
Weaver was shooting Blomkamp’s 2015 robot
movie “Chappie,” she said.

“That whole first day we spent talking about
it, and four months later, I got a script that was
so amazing and gives the fans everything they
are looking for, plus innovates in a lot of ways
that immediately, to me, became a part of the
world,” Weaver added. Weaver made her name-
and received an Oscar nomination-for playing

Ellen Ripley, a tough-as-nails warrant officer
and pop culture icon widely viewed as one of
the most significant female protagonists in cin-
ema history.  But the actress admitted to the
Hall H audience she can’t bear to watch Hurd’s
hit horror series “The Walking Dead.” Carrie
Henn, who played young survivor Rebecca
“Newt” Jorden in her only film role and is now a
fourth grade teacher, said students’ parents
show up with DVDs for her to sign. — AFP

Writer and director James Cameron, from left, producer Gale Anne Hurd, and actors Sigourney Weaver, Bill Paxton, Lance Henriksen, Michael Biehn, and
Paul Reiser attend the “Aliens: 30th Anniversary” panel on day 3 of Comic-Con International. — AP/AFP photos

Actress Sigourney Weaver attends the “Aliens:
30th Anniversary” panel during Comic-Con
International 2016.

‘Aliens’ marks 30th anniversary
with marriage proposal

It was the largest data leak in United
States history, fueling a firestorm
over the issue of mass surveillance

that resonated with Americans and
ignited around the world. Oliver Stone’s
hotly-anticipated “Snowden” tells the
story of NSA whistleblower Edward
Snowden in dramatic form for the first
time-but the movie almost never made
it to theaters. “Frankly, it was turned
down by every major studio. The script
was good, the budget was good, the
cast was good. It was definitely... self-
censorship,” Stone, 69, told San Diego
fan convention Comic-Con International
on Thursday. 

“I don’t believe there was an enemy
such as the NSA lurking in the back-
ground. But definitely self-censorship is
a huge issue in this industry, and it
blocks so much of the truth from com-
ing out.  “Every studio, every corporate
board that runs the studio, more than
the studio people, said no.” Snowden
was charged by US authorities with espi-
onage and theft of state secrets after
releasing thousands of classified NSA
documents to journalists Glenn
Greenwald, Laura Poitras and Ewen
MacAskill in 2013.

Considered a traitor by some and a
hero by others, the 33-year-old fled to
Hong Kong and was given political asy-
lum in Russia after the US revoked his
passport. He now leads a reclusive life
there.  The documents he leaked
revealed the extent of surveillance pro-
grams run by the NSA and started a
debate about privacy and the role of
state security agencies which still rages
today.

‘Old-fashioned gentleman’ 
Stone was joined on stage at Comic-

Con by cast members Zachary Quinto,
Shailene Woodley and Joseph Gordon-
Levitt-who plays Snowden and accom-
panied the director to Moscow to meet
the exiled security contractor. Gordon-
Levitt describes Snowden as “very
polite... almost an old-fashioned gentle-
man” who came across as warm and
optimistic about how technology can
strengthen democracy. “We sat and
talked for hours. It was interesting
because I think most people that sit
down and talk with him are approach-
ing him from the position of politics,”

the actor said. “I was trying to get to
know him on a different level because I
can read about his politics. I wanted to
understand who he was. We got to sit
down and have a meal. I think you can
tell a lot about a person by how they are
when you sit and eat with them.” Stone,
a trenchant critic of the American politi-
cal establishment, bought the movie
rights to “The Snowden Files,” a chronicle
of the affair by Luke Harding of Britain’s
Guardian newspaper. He also based his
screenplay on political thriller “The Time
of the Octopus” penned by Snowden’s
Russian lawyer, Anatoly Kucherena. The
Moscow-based attorney told AFP in
2014 he had written the novel-which
Stone likens to George Orwell’s 1984 —
because he could not remain indifferent
to his client’s ethical dilemma.

‘Rules broken in secret’ 
“I have become a witness to the

moral paradox, so to speak. I have
become imbued with his emotional
state, he transported me into his world,”
said Kucherena. Gordon-Levitt believes
comparisons of the NSA scandal with
the totalitarianism Orwell wrote about
might be missing a “more complicated
and subtle” issue thrown up by the
Snowden case. “To me, the question is
not about whether you need privacy or
whether you don’t need privacy,” the 35-
year-old Californian told the Comic-Con
panel. “The question is that we are
promised privacy in the constitution
and if the government is going to
change those rules, then they have to
be open about that.

“That to me is actually even more
important than the questions of privacy
and mass surveillance in the Snowden
story-the question of government trans-
parency.” Gordon-Levitt says he would
welcome an open, public debate about
whether mass surveillance of the popu-
lation is a good idea, or even an affec-
tive bulwark against security threats.
“The problem was that decision wasn’t
made out in the open. The rules were
broken in secret, and then lied about,”
he added. Independent production
company Open Road, which picked up a
best film Oscar for “Spotlight” in
February, agreed to distribute the movie
in the United States, with its release
scheduled for September 16. — AFP

File photo shows (from left) Writer/director Oliver Stone, actors Joseph
Gordon-Levitt, Shailene Woodley and Zachary Quinto attend the “Snowden”
panel during Comic-Con International 2016 at San Diego Convention Center in
San Diego, California. — AFP

Snowden film ‘almost
killed’ by self-censorship

Warner Brothers pulled back the curtain
on its slate of upcoming blockbusters
on Saturday at a star-studded presenta-

tion to thousands of die-hard San Diego Comic-
Con fans. The studio took over the fanfest for two
hours, with Conan O’Brien as host, to premiere its
hotly anticipated DC Comics movies and non-
superhero offerings. Stars onstage at the 6,500-
seat Hall H included “Wonder Woman” lead Gal
Gadot and Ben Affleck, who reprises his turn as
Batman in “Justice League.”  A beat-boxing Will
Smith was joined by Jared Leto, Margot Robbie
and director David Ayer for “Suicide Squad.” Next
spring’s “Kong: Skull Island” was presented by
Tom Hiddleston, Brie Larson and John Goodman
and there was a first look at Harry Potter spin-off
“Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them” with
Eddie Redmayne and Colin Farrell.

Warner’s first exclusive of the session was a
sneak peek at “Wonder Woman,” which saw the
Amazonian-alias Diana Prince-moving away from
the lush island of Themyscira into modern civiliza-
tion.  Near the start of the action-packed trailer
soldier Steve Trevor, played by Chris Pine, asks
Prince: “Have you never met a man before? But
what about your father?” “I had no father. I was
brought to life by Zeus,” Wonder Woman replies.
The movie is scheduled to hit theaters on June 2,
2017, focusing on a character introduced earlier
this year in “Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice.”

‘Good versus evil’ 
“It’s an honor and a privilege,” a visibly trem-

bling Gadot told the Comic-Con devotees about
bringing the character to the big screen. “She has
the heart of a human and the strength of a god-
dess.” Robbie’s comic book baddie Harley Quinn
is one of the most hotly-anticipated characters
among all the films due to emerge from Warner’s
“DC Extended Universe” films. The studio pre-

miered the first trailer for “Suicide Squad,” which
comes out on August 5, at last year’s Comic-Con
and has since released plenty of footage. 

Fans were ecstatic nevertheless when they
were shown the film’s final trailer, which featured
the bubblegum-popping Quinn using her martial
arts skills to dispatch an adversary in an elevator.
“Everyone was doing all this action-I was doing it
wearing heels,” Robbie said of the shoot, which
took place last year in Toronto and Chicago.  Will
Smith appeared to be having the most fun, jok-
ing with fans and telling the hall: “This is not a
movie about good versus evil. This is a movie
about bad versus evil.”

Zack Snyder took to the stage to treat fans to
an unexpected first trailer for his latest movie
“Justice League,” which is due for release on
November 17 next year. The movie reunites all
three “meta-humans” in Snyder’s “Batman v
Superman”: Wonder Woman, played again by
Gadot; Batman, Ben Affleck’s second outing as
the Caped Crusader; and Henry Cavill ’s
Superman.

‘Lumos maxima!’ 
The Flash (Ezra Miller), Cyborg (Ray Fisher) and

Aquaman (Jason Momoa) make up the remain-
ing members of the crime-fighting team. The
joke-laden trailer is a marked contrast from
“Batman v Superman,” which was heavily criti-
cized for its dark tone and taking itself too seri-
ously.  At one point in the preview, Batman turns
to Aquaman, smiling mischievously and asks: “I
hear you can talk to fish?” Superheroes may have
dominated the day, but a first look at next year’s
“Kong: Skull Island,” drew the loudest gasps from
the Comic-Conners. The movie, like previous
incarnations, focuses on an expedition to Kong’s
home island but this time is set in the 1970s.

The trailer hinted at a distinctly military flavor
to Jordan Vogt-Roberts’s take on Kong, offering a
split-second first look at the giant ape after two
minutes of helicopters and explosions. “What’s
not cool about choppers and napalm and King
Kong?” the director said. Finally, Oscar-winning
actor Eddie Redmayne hit the stage alongside
Colin Farrell  to show off a new trailer for
“Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them,” which
comes out on November 18. For a few minutes
there was magic in the room as Redmayne hand-
ed out wands to the entire audience, leading
them in shouting “lumos maxima!” to light up the
hall. In previous years much of the footage
shown at Comic-Con, America’s largest pop-cul-
ture convention, has been exclusive to the fans
present in Hall H Studios have begun dropping
footage online simultaneously, however, in
response to leaks of bootlegged footage at previ-
ous conventions. — AFP

Warner wows Comic-Con
with blockbuster previews

Director David Yates, from left, and actors Eddie Redmayne, Katherine Waterston, Alison Sudol,
Dan Fogler, Colin Farrell, and Ezra Miller attend the “Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them”
panel on day 3 of Comic-Con International. — AP/AFP photos

Eddie Redmayne waves a wand at the
“Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them”.

Director Zack Snyder, from left, and actors Ben Affleck, Gal Gadot, Ray Fisher, Ezra Miller, Jason
Momoa, and Henry Cavill attend the “Justice League”.

Ezra Miller, dressed as a wizard, attends the
“Justice League”.


