
PHILADELPHIA: US President Barack Obama was to step
onto the Democratic convention stage yesterday to
champion former political foe Hillary Clinton, defend his
own legacy and bury Donald Trump’s chances of reach-
ing the White House. Clinton on Tuesday became the first
woman to win the presidential nomination of a major US
political party, teeing up the November showdown with
Republican Trump. Democrats had “put the biggest
crack” yet in the glass ceiling for women, she said in a
video message to the convention.

But Trump launched a pre-emptive attack at an incen-
diary press conference, contemptuously putting down
Obama as a “disaster” and making a provocative call for
Russia to hack Clinton’s email. It came only hours before
Obama was to take the stage at the Democratic National
Convention to make the case that America’s first black
president should be followed by its first female president.

Delegates earlier heard a deeply personal testimonial
from former president Bill Clinton, who described a great
friend, wife and mother who suffers the slings and arrows
of politics to be “the best darn change-maker” Americans
could hope for. The current commander-in-chief was like-
ly to offer a harder edge. Expect Obama to “focus on how
secretary Clinton has the judgment, the toughness, and
the intellect to succeed him in the Oval Office,” said White
House spokesman Eric Schultz.

In the twilight of his second term, Obama faces ever-
dwindling opportunities to address the nation, mold his
legacy and influence the 2016 race. But yesterday, the
44th president had a prime-time chance when he
appeared before thousands of delegates in Philadelphia
and tens of millions of viewers at home. The White House
said Obama has been working on his speech for weeks.
Yet this touchstone presidential moment has been a
decade or more in the making. The address bookends
Obama’s career-launching address to the Democratic
convention in 2004, his contentious 2008 primary battle
with Clinton and his eight years in office.

Aides said Obama was to make a familiar case for what
has been achieved during his two terms, highlighting
America’s recovery from the Great Recession. 
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MPs demand Iran apology 
for offending HH the Amir

Dashti jailed for 14 years, six months in absentia
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: A number of MPs yesterday strongly criticized
Iran over remarks aired by Fars news agency deemed
insulting to HH the Amir, who a day earlier criticized Iran
in a speech at the Arab summit. MP Abdullah Al-Turaiji
said the government must summon the Iranian ambassa-
dor to officially protest the abusive statements by the
Iranian news agency and demand an official apology.

He said that if Iran does not
send an apology, the govern-
ment should recall the Kuwaiti
ambassador from Tehran and
take other diplomatic meas-
ures, especially since the insult
was directed at the head of
state. Turaiji said the National
Assembly will not accept Iran’s
continuous interference in
Kuwait’s internal affairs and is
expecting an urgent move by
the government. If nothing happens, the Assembly may
call for an emergency session to debate actions to take or
the Assembly bureau may hold a meeting in the presence
of the prime minister and other ministers.

MP Mohammad Al-Jabri called on the government to
issue a clear response against those who undermine the
Amir. MP Ahmad Al-Azemi also strongly condemned Iran
for its abuse of HH the Amir and insisted that Kuwait
should not accept Iran’s interference in its internal affairs
and should reject Iran’s terror acts.

Continued on Page 13

Abdulhameed Dashti

QAMISHLI, Syria: Residents gather at the site of a bomb attack in this northeastern city yesterday. — AFP (See Page 13)

NEW YORK: Saudi Arabia and Kuwait late on
Tuesday presented a complaint to UN Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon regarding repeated transgres-
sions and assaults committed by Iranian military
boats over the waters of the submerged area adja-
cent to the area divided between Saudi Arabia and
Kuwait. The permanent missions of Saudi Arabia and
Kuwait to the UN, in the complaint, informed Ban of
the Iranian assaults over the waters of the Divided
Submerged Area, on which Saudi Arabia and Kuwait
solely have exclusive sovereign rights to explore and
benefit from its natural wealth.

According to the document, the latest incident of
these infringements was committed by one vessel
and two armed speedboats displaying the Iranian
flag. Each boat had three armed individuals
onboard, as this infringement took place at 13:35 on
Wednesday, April 20, 2016, while another infringe-
ment of an Iranian Hendijan 1401 vessel took place
at 07:32 on Thursday, April 21, 2016.

These two vessels and two boats approached the
Al-Dorra well No. 3 (D3) in the Al-Dorra field (coordi-
nates 63 58 28 North, 16 06 49 East) existing inside 
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By A Saleh

KUWAIT: MP Khalil Al-Saleh said his proposal to impose
fees for health services presented to expats who come
to the country on a visit visa, that he submitted at the
start of the last parliamentary term, has been accepted
by the government although it was opposed by the for-
eign ministry when it was discussed at the parliamen-
tary health committee on May 23, 2016.

He said the government was convinced that the pro-
posal is correct and a first step towards reducing the
pressure on government hospitals and stop medicine

wastage. Saleh said that imposing a comprehensive
health policy for visitors to Kuwait will guarantee lesser
squandering and preserve public funds, besides limit-
ing the chaos in presenting treatment and activating
the role of the private sector.

He said the proposal commits the sponsor who
applies for a visa for an expat to attach a health policy,
and based on that, the visitor receives health service in
private hospitals while in the country. He said his pro-
posal is similar to what is available in the region, stipu-
lating that those who wish to visit to produce a health
insurance policy to receive the service free of charge.

Govt accepts plan to impose 
health insurance on visitors

KUWAIT: Kuwait Scientific Center, one of the bodies
of the Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of
Sciences, announced the death of its CEO and
Chairman Mijbel Suleiman Al-Mutawa yesterday fol-
lowing a sudden heart attack. He was 62 years old.
The Scientific Center ’s Public Relations and

Marketing Manager
Nawaf Al-Rudaini said
the center was saddened
by the death of Mutawa,
especially since he was at
work on Tuesday with his
usual vibrancy.

Rudaini said Mutawa,
who was head of the
center since its establish-
ment in 2000, was
known for his politeness
and encouraging
Kuwaiti youth in order to

create a generation able to take over future respon-
sibilities and enhance the scientific and knowledge
level in Kuwait. He said efforts of Mutawa and his
outstanding administrative skill enabled the center
to cover its operating expenses from its own rev-
enues, to be the only center of its kind in the world
to make this achievement. He added the Scientific
Center did not only place itself on the map of Kuwait
and the Middle East, but it also left a mark on the
world map as an advanced scientific center during
the reign of Mutawa. — KUNA 
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