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DUBAI: Bahrain’s top Shiite cleric went
on trial yesterday on charges of illegal
fund raising and money laundering,
judicial sources said, just weeks after
the Sunni-ruled kingdom revoked his
cit izenship.  Sheikh Isa Qassim is
accused of collecting funds illegally and
has deposited more than $10 million in
his private bank accounts, attorney gen-
eral Haroun Al-Zayani said in a state-
ment on the official BNA news agency.

Qassim, considered the spiritual
leader of the majority Shiite community
in Bahrain,  al legedly kept other
amounts in cash to avoid legal controls,
said the statement, accusing him of hid-
ing the source of the money.
Authorities also accused him of pur-
chasing properties worth more than
one million dinar ($2.65 million) in an
attempt to legitimize the funds. Two of
his aides, Sheikh Hussein Mahrus and

Mirza Al-Obaidli, are also on trial in the
same case.

The three defendants did not appear
in court for the hearing, held amid tight
security, witnesses said. The next hear-
ing will be on August 14. On June 20,
Bahrain said it had revoked Qassim’s cit-
izenship, accusing him of sowing sectar-
ian divisions. Since then dozens of
Shiites have staged a sit-in outside his
home in the village of Diraz, which

authorities have cordoned off.  The
move against Qassim prompted criti-
cism from Bahrain’s Western allies as
well as its foe Iran, which the kingdom
accuses of fuelling unrest among its
Shiite community.

Bahrain has been shaken by unrest
since security forces crushed Shiite-led
protests demanding a constitutional
monarchy and an elected prime minis-
ter in 2011. Despite repeated calls from

their Western allies, Bahrain’s rulers
have made no concessions to the Shiite
opposition and have intensified a crack-
down on critics. 

This month, a court ordered the dis-
solution of the kingdom’s main Shiite
opposition bloc, Al-Wefaq, which was
the largest group in parliament before
its lawmakers resigned en masse in
protest at the crushing of demonstra-
tions. — AFP 
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SURIF, Palestinian Territories; Israeli forces
fired anti-tank missiles at a house in the West
Bank after a shootout overnight, killing a Hamas
member accused of a deadly attack on a rabbi,
authorities said yesterday. Several other people
were arrested in the hours-long raid in the vil-
lage of Surif, near Hebron.

Military footage showed a house being hit
with an anti-tank missile then further demol-
ished with an earthmover. The military said sol-
diers surrounded the house where the Hamas
member was hiding out and exchanged fire with
him. Afterwards, the house was struck with anti-
tank missiles and the militant’s body was found
inside. He was identified as Mohamed Fakih, 29,
and Hamas hailed him as a “martyr”.

“After extensive research, we found the hide-
out of the terrorist who killed Michael Mark,”
Colonel Roman Gofman, commander of the
brigade that led the operation, said in a video
distributed by the military. “We besieged the
house and exchanges of fire took place after he
opened fire at the soldiers. We responded and
the terrorist was killed in battle. His house was
destroyed on him.”

Soldiers carried away Fakih’s body and arrest-
ed three people, who were led away with their
eyes covered and loaded into military vehicles,
an AFP photographer witnessed. The official
Palestinian news agency reported five people
were arrested and said several villagers were
injured, with Palestinian ambulances denied

access to the site by Israeli soldiers. The Israeli
army reported three arrests over the course of
the investigation that began after the July 1
attack that killed the rabbi. It called them part of
a cell “affiliated with Hamas”, the Islamist move-
ment that runs the Gaza Strip and which has a
strong presence in parts of the West Bank, par-
ticularly Hebron.

Flashpoint city 
The July 1 attack saw a car targeted by gun-

fire south of Hebron, leading to a crash that
killed Mark and wounded three family members.
It was among a series of attacks in the Hebron
area at the time, including a June 30 stabbing by
a Palestinian in the Jewish settlement of Kiryat
Arba that killed a 13-year-old girl. Hebron is the
scene of frequent tensions in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. Several hundred Israeli set-
tlers live in the heart of the city under heavy mil-
itary guard among around 200,000 Palestinians.

Fakih had served time in Israeli jail for links
to the Islamic Jihad movement and joined
Hamas while in prison, according to Israel’s
Shin Bet security service. It issued a statement
saying a Palestinian security official was arrest-
ed earlier this month on suspicion of driving
Fakih to the scene of the rabbi attack. Fakih’s
brother and cousin were also held on suspicion
of helping him to hide after the attack, the
statement added.

Hamas said in a statement it “hails the Al-
Qassam martyr Mohamed Fakih, who was mar-
tyred after a gun battle that lasted more than
seven hours with occupation forces in Surif.” The
Al-Qassam Brigades are Hamas’s armed wing.
Violence in the Palestinian territories and Israel
since October has killed at least 218 Palestinians,
34 Israelis, two Americans, an Eritrean and a
Sudanese, according to an AFP count. Most of
the Palestinians killed were carrying out knife,
gun or car-ramming attacks, according to Israeli
authorities. Others were shot dead during
protests and clashes, while some were killed in
Israeli air strikes in the Gaza Strip. — AFP 
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House hit and demolished by anti-tank missiles

SURIF: Palestinian inspect the house that was severely damaged in an exchange of fire
between Israeli soldiers and Palestinians during an operation to find the men accused of mur-
dering an Israeli rabbi earlier this month. — AFP 

ANKARA: Turkey ’s justice minister
Monday denied claims by a human rights
group saying that suspected plotters of
the July 15 coup have been subjected to
torture in detention. Bekir Bozdag, minis-
ter of justice, said on his Twitter account,
“ There has not been any torture or
assault of detainees in custody,” in
response to allegations by Amnesty
International. Bozdag added, “The claims
of torture and assault make up a package
misinformation campaign formed by
members of the Fetullah Terrorist
Organization/Parallel State Structure
(FETO/PYD), one which is untrue and dis-
torted.” The group said Sunday that it had
evidence the detainees have been tor-
tured as well as beaten and even raped.

Meanwhile, the Justice Ministry issued
a statement saying that Turkey is a con-
stitutional state, and that it meets nation-
al and international criteria on human
rights law even amid a state of emer-
gency. “The health conditions of the

detainees were checked by doctors after
the detention and during custody, in line
with detention regulations,” the state-
ment said. The ministry added that con-
trary to Amnesty claims that Turkey lacks
an institution which monitors detention
conditions, Turkey’s Human Rights and
Equality Institution is continuing to fulfill
its duties.

The deadly coup attempt began late
July 15 when rogue elements of the
Turkish military tried to overthrow the
country’s democratically elected govern-
ment, killing at least 246 people and
injuring more than 2,100 others. The gov-
ernment said the attempted coup was
organized by followers of US based
preacher Fetullah Gulen. Gulen is
accused of a long-running campaign to
overthrow the state through infiltrating
Turkish institutions, particularly the mili-
tary, police, and judiciary, forming a par-
allel state. - Report courtesy of Turkish
Embassy of Kuwait 
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BEIRUT: Syrian government air
strikes and artillery fire killed at
least 16 civilians yesterday in
rebel-held neighborhoods in the
east of Aleppo city, a monitor
said. The Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights
said seven people had been killed
in the Sakhur neighborhood and
another seven in Al-Ansari district.
Two more were killed in the
Sukari and Bustan Al-Qasr neigh-
borhoods, the monitor said,
adding that the toll could rise
because people were still trapped
under the rubble. The renewed
strikes came as Syria’s army offi-
cially announced it had surround-
ed the rebel-held east of the city.

Opposition neighborhoods of
Aleppo have been effectively
besieged since July 7, when gov-
ernment troops advanced to
within firing range of the sole
remaining supply route into the
east. They have continued to
advance, seizing the road itself
and at least one rebel-held neigh-
borhood in the north-west of the

city. “Our armed forces... cut all the
supply routes and crossings used
by terrorists to bring mercenaries,
weapons and ammunition into
eastern neighborhoods of
Aleppo,” the army said in a state-
ment carried by official media.

It added that “in order to stop
the bloodshed” fighters were
being offered the opportunity to
lay down their arms, “settle their
situations” and remain in or leave
Aleppo. A day earlier the military
said it had sent text messages to
residents and fighters in Aleppo
urging rebels to lay down their
weapons and identifying “safe
passages” for civilians wishing to
leave. Once Syria’s economic pow-
erhouse, Aleppo has been rough-
ly divided between rebel control
in the east and government con-
trol in the west since mid-2012.
More than 280,000 people have
been killed in Syria since the con-
flict began in March 2011 with
anti-government protests that
were met with a regime crack-
down. — AFP 
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ISTANBUL: Women walk at a shopping street. — AP

ANKARA: Turkey’s prime minister warned
yesterday that the crackdown following a
failed coup was not over, as authorities
issued arrest warrants for dozens of former
newspaper staff. A senior minister also
revealed that a major army shake-up had
been planned just before the putsch-sug-
gesting elements in the military made the
dramatic move because they knew they
were about to be purged.

Since the attempted power grab on the
night of July 15, more than 15,000 people
have been detained and more than 8,000
of them remain in custody, according to
the latest interior ministry figures. “The
investigation is continuing, there are peo-
ple who are being searched for. There could
be new apprehensions, arrests and deten-
tions,” Prime Minister Binali Yildirim told Sky
News, according to the network’s transla-
tion of his remarks. “The process is not
completed yet,” he said.

In the attempted coup, renegade sol-
diers sought to topple President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan but were stopped by
crowds of civilians and loyalist security
forces. At least 270 people were killed on
both sides. Turkey blames the botched
putsch on US-based preacher Fethullah
Gulen, who strongly denies the accusations
and demands that the United States resist
calls for his extradition. But Yildirim said
Turkey was “determined” to secure his
removal. “We shared all the details with
them and, from this point on, the task falls
on the shoulders of the US government,”
the prime minister said.

‘Planned purge’ 
Energy Minister Berat Albayrak, who is

Erdogan’s son-in-law, said Turkish authori-
ties had been planning a major purge of
the military and other institutions to
remove Gulen-linked elements ahead of
the coup attempt. He suggested parts of
the armed forces had wanted to act against
the government as they knew they were
about to be expelled.

“They were going to take really impor-
tant steps to remove Gulenist officers and
generals from the armed forces. We were
already working on this,” said Albayrak, who

was with Erdogan on the coup night.
Turkey yesterday issued arrest warrants for
47 former staff of the once pro-Gulen
Zaman newspaper suspected of links to the
reclusive cleric. An official who declined to
be named said the swoop covered “execu-
tives and some staff including columnists”,
describing Zaman as the “flagship media
organization” of the Gulen-led movement.
In March, Zaman and its English-language
sister newspaper Today’s Zaman were tak-
en over by state-appointed administrators
and it has since taken a strongly pro-gov-
ernment line. 

Several former staff are believed to have
since left Turkey. The official insisted the
warrants were not related to what individ-
ual columnists had previously said or writ-
ten. But “prominent employees of Zaman
are likely to have intimate knowledge of
the Gulen network and as such could bene-
fit the investigation”, the official explained.
Earlier in the week, Turkey issued another
42 arrest warrants for journalists which
London-based rights group Amnesty
International described as a “draconian
clampdown on freedom of expression”.
Sixteen of those 42 have so far been
detained, according to state-run news
agency Anadolu.

New military shake-up 
A large-scale shake-up of the Turkish

armed forces is expected to be announced
when the country ’s Supreme Military
Council meets today. With 143 generals and
more than 3,000 soldiers arrested on suspi-
cion of coup links, there are gaping holes in
the command structure which will have to
be filled. Tens of thousands of Turkish civil-
ians have also lost their jobs since July 15.
Erdogan is set to visit Russia on August 9 to
repair ties harmed by the downing of a
Russian warplane by Turkish jets last year, in
an apparent shift in diplomatic strategy.
“We will see more developed relations and
that is what needs to take place,” Yildirim
said of ties with Russia. The EU meanwhile
appointed a new ambassador to Turkey and
repeated warnings that Ankara must
respect democracy and human rights for
ties to prosper. — AFP 
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DAHRIYA, Palestinian Territories:
When a Palestinian doctor stopped
to help a family of Israelis targeted
in a West Bank shooting, it was
hailed as a rare moment of com-
passion in a bitter conflict. Ten
months of violence between
Israelis and Palestinians have deep-
ened suspicions between the two
sides, with doctors and medics say-
ing they come under greater scruti-
ny at times of increased tensions.
Some Israeli and Palestinian medics
say they have been attacked while
working, but all insist that politics
is far from their minds when they
respond to a medical emergency.

Ali Shroukh, who lives in the
town of Dahriya in the Israeli-occu-
pied West Bank, said he did not
think twice when he rushed to assist
the Israeli shooting victims, and
rejected the label “hero”. Shroukh
was on his way to Al-Aqsa mosque
in Jerusalem to pray on July 1 when

shots were fired at a car carrying a
family of Israeli settlers south of the
flashpoint West Bank city of Hebron,
causing a crash that killed the
father. He said he stopped to help
even though he knew from the car’s
number plate that the passengers
could be Israeli settlers. “I am not a
hero,” Shroukh told AFP. “I followed
my religion, my conscience and my
profession. It is a humanitarian mis-
sion to stop and help.”

Stark example 
He said doctors “make an oath

to help an enemy before a friend”.
Shroukh said he has received mes-
sages of congratulations from
around the world, including from
Palestinian and Israeli doctors,
praising him for putting politics
aside. But keeping politics out of
the medical profession, like most
things in the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict, is near impossible. Medics

Palestinian medics caught 

in the turmoil of conflict

DAHRIYA, Palestinian Territories : Palestinian doctor, Ali Shroukh,
walks down the stairs at his private clinic on July 11, 2016 in the
southern West Bank village . — AFP 

have been accused of bias and of
abandoning wounded people from
the other side. One stark example
of this is in Jerusalem.

The Israeli government does not
formally draw a distinction
between predominantly Jewish
west Jerusalem and Palestinian-
dominated east Jerusalem, which
Israel occupied in 1967 and later
annexed. But the Israeli medical
service Magen David Adom (MDA)
says it will only enter parts of east
Jerusalem with a police escort for
security reasons-which can lead to
delays of more than 30 minutes in
people receiving vital treatment,
some medics say. In their absence,
the Palestinian Red Crescent (PRCS)
tries to fill the gap, while MDA first
responders who live in east
Jerusalem or volunteers from the
United Hatzalah group also rush to
the scene, often on motorbikes, to
provide first aid until ambulances
arrive. Palestinian Ramzi Batesh,
who works for United Hatzalah, said
the rescue group established an east
Jerusalem branch of the originally
Jewish organization because the
time gap was leading to lives lost.

Medics threatened 
Responders in east Jerusalem

are all  Palestinians, except for
Jewish volunteer Josh Wander. He
said he has had stones thrown at
him as he raced to provide care
while wearing his yarmulke skull
cap, but that those in need are

rarely concerned about his religion.
“I have never faced hostility from
the people calling me,” Wander
said. “I have only found apprecia-
tion from the people in need. (But) I
have had issues in the past going
into certain neighborhoods and
coming out of certain neighbor-
hoods.”

Violence since last October has
killed 217 Palestinians and 34
Israelis, with Israeli authorities say-
ing that most of the Palestinians
killed were carrying out knife, gun
or car-ramming attacks. Palestinian
medics say they are regularly pre-
vented from reaching wounded
people by Israeli soldiers, and AFP
journalists have witnessed soldiers
threatening medics. A video that
circulated last year showed Israeli
forces firing pepper spray at PRCS
medics during a dispute amid
clashes in the West Bank. Last year,
an Israeli woman claimed that PRCS
medics refused to treat members of
her family after an attack near a set-
tlement in the West Bank in which
her husband and son died.

A fine line 
The Israeli government accused

PRCS of failing to remain neutral,
with wide Israeli media coverage
condemning the medics. However
an internal probe by the
International Committee of the Red
Cross later rejected the claim that
its Palestinian affiliate refused to
treat Jewish victims. — AFP


