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MOSCOW: The Kremlin yesterday denied
Moscow was interfering in the US election cam-
paign after President Barack Obama refused to
rule out that Russia could be trying to sway the
vote in favor of Donald Trump. Hillary Clinton’s
campaign has blamed Russia for an embarrass-
ing leak of emails from the Democratic National
Committee, propelling the Kremlin to the heart
of American political debate as tensions
between Moscow and Washington linger
months before the US presidential elections.

“President Putin has repeatedly said that
Russia has never interfered and does not inter-
fere in internal affairs, especially in the electoral
processes of other countries,” Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov told reporters. The
Kremlin spokesman had earlier dismissed as
“absurd” claims that Russia was involved in the
hacking of emails that were released by
WikiLeaks. “Moscow has carefully avoided any
actions, any words that could be interpreted as
direct or indirect influence on the electoral
process,” Peskov said. “If you talk about some
suspicions regarding our country, then you need
at the very least to be precise and concrete,”
Peskov added.

Russian political analysts say that the Kremlin
has always preferred to work with Republican
politicians but play down Russia’s actual influ-
ence on the vote’s outcome. “The Kremlin has
traditionally considered that a Republican
administration is more convenient because it is
more pragmatic,” independent analyst Nikolai
Petrov told AFP. “It does not strive to interfere in
internal affairs, in the fight for human rights. In
this sense it is easier to negotiate with the
Republicans.” Petrov added that Moscow’s ability
to influence the US election campaign was limit-
ed, however, saying it was “not a situation in
which Russia could play an active role.” In an
interview with NBC News set to air Wednesday,
Obama said that “anything was possible” follow-
ing suggestions that Russia could have been
behind the hack. Obama told NBC he could not
speak about the precise motive for the hack or
subsequent leak but was aware of Trump’s posi-
tive comments about the Russian leadership.
“What we do know is that the Russians hack our
systems. Not just government systems, but pri-
vate systems,” Obama said. 

Working with Clinton 
Trump has made no secret of his admiration

for President Putin, leading some to suggest the
Kremlin strongman was working to help propel
the real estate billionaire into the White House.
In December last year, Putin praised Trump as “a
very striking man, unquestionably talented”. “It’s
not up to us to judge his virtues, that is up to US
voters, but he is the absolute leader of the presi-
dential race,” Putin said. Trump responded by
hailing Putin as a “strong leader, a powerful
leader”. Trump wrote on Twitter Wednesday that
Putin had called him a “genius”. 

Although the Kremlin has more experience
working with Clinton, who served as US
Secretary of State from 2009 to 2013 and was
US First Lady for eight years, it would find Trump
“easier to negotiate with,” according to Petrov.
Putin and Clinton have a history of directing
jabs at each other, with the Kremlin strongman
calling Clinton “weak” in a 2014 interview on

French television. He was speaking after Clinton
compared Putin’s meddling in Ukraine to
aggression by Nazi leader Adolf Hitler, drawing
scorn from the Kremlin. 

Analysts say that Trump’s calls to revamp US-
Russia relations are in the Kremlin’s interests
and have added weight to its preference for the
Republican candidate. Asked about his attitude
to Trump last month, Putin said: “Mr Trump has
said that he is ready for a full-scale revival of
Russian-American relations. What’s wrong with
that? We welcome that.

” WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange, speaking
Tuesday on CNN, refused to confirm or deny
that Russia was the source of the emails his
organization leaked. “We like to create maxi-
mum ambiguity as to who our sources are,”
Assange said. “Perhaps one day the source or
sources will step forward and that might be an
interesting moment. Some people will have egg
on their faces.” — AFP 

CARACAS: The Venezuelan government
asked electoral authorities Tuesday to
ban the opposition coalition seeking to
oust President Nicolas Maduro in a recall
vote, accusing them of massive fraud.
Ratcheting up the tension in a country
pushed to the brink of collapse by an
economic crisis, Maduro’s camp hit back
with a vengeance on the same day the
opposition was hoping to get a green
light to go ahead with its bid to hold a
recall referendum. “We have just asked
for the cancellation of the registration of
the Democratic Unity Roundtable (MUD),
for being involved in the worst vote fraud
in the country ’s history,” said Jorge
Rodriguez, Maduro’s designated aide to
monitor the recall process.

He accused the opposition of includ-
ing the names of thousands of dead peo-
ple, convicts and minors in a petition
submitted in May with 1.8 million signa-

tures requesting a recall vote. The oppo-
sition has denied such charges, accusing
the authorities of stalling. Tuesday was
the final day for the National Electoral
Council (CNE) to rule whether the oppo-
sition successfully collected at least
200,000 valid signatures, the first stage of
the long and winding recall procedures.

Near the end of the day, the CNE said
it would only meet Monday to examine
its auditors’ report on the petition. It did
not say when it would announce its rul-
ing. “The electoral authority will not
accept pressure,” it said in a statement. “It
is acting in strict compliance with the
law.” Maduro’s opponents are racing to
complete the process by January 10, the
cutoff to trigger new elections. After that
date-four years into the president’s six-
year term-a successful recall vote would
simply transfer power to Maduro’s hand-
picked vice president.

Off to farm 
Venezuela has sunk into crisis as glob-

al prices for its main export, oil, have col-
lapsed. The economy is set to contract
eight percent this year, its third year of
recession, a UN panel forecast Tuesday.
Food and medicine shortages, hyperinfla-
tion, looting, lynching and mounting
chaos are fueling growing discontent
with Maduro, who has declared a state of
emergency.

His labor ministry used emergency
powers Tuesday to issue a resolution
declaring that private companies must
send their employees to work on govern-
ment agriculture programs aimed at
curbing food shortages. Firms whose
workers are drafted into the programs
will not have to pay their wages, but will
have to cover their social security contri-
butions. No timeframe was given for the
resolution, which was described as tem-

porary. It comes after Maduro gave his
military sweeping powers over food pro-
duction and distribution earlier this
month. Maduro blames Venezuela’s crisis
on an “economic war” waged by wealthy
elites unhappy with his rule. Opponents
say the failure of his own socialist policies
is to blame.

Waiting game  
A recent poll found 64 percent of

Venezuelans would vote to remove
Maduro in a referendum. But time is not
on the opposition’s side. Even if the CNE
validates the initial recall petition, the
opposition will still have to collect anoth-
er four million signatures, or 20 percent of
the electorate, in just three days. If those
signatures are accepted, it would force a
recall referendum. To win it, Maduro’s
opponents would need more votes than
he won the election with in 2013 —

around 7.5 million. Maduro’s camp has
plenty of ways to stall. Besides seeking to
have MUD declared illegal, Maduro’s allies
have filed more than 8,000 legal chal-
lenges to the referendum drive with pros-
ecutors and the Supreme Court.

Protests loom 
Venezuela’s economic tailspin is

threatening Maduro and the leftist “revo-
lution” launched in 1999 by his late pred-
ecessor and mentor, Hugo Chavez. The
opposition’s referendum push comes
after it won legislative elections in
December, only to find its power stymied
by a Supreme Court it condemns as a
Maduro lapdog. Opposition leaders have
called nationwide demonstrations for
Wednesday to pressure the government.
But electoral authorities warned they
would halt the referendum process in the
event of violence. — AFP 
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Obama doesn’t rule out possibility 

PHILADELPHIA: A delegate wears a hat with a bubble-head doll of Democratic Presidential can-
didate Sec Hillary Clinton during the first day of the Democratic National Convention. — AP 

PHILADELPHIA: Former President Bill Clinton speaks during the second day session
of the Democratic National Convention. — AP  

PHILADELPHIA: When Hillary Clinton first
ran for president in 2008 she was badly
stung by a backhanded compliment from
rival Barack Obama, who called her “likable
enough” before going on to win the
Democratic nomination and the White
House. Eight years later, with her party’s
nomination to succeed Obama firmly in
hand, the question of her likability, trust-
worthiness and honesty still hangs over her
bid to become America’s first woman presi-
dent, this time in a Nov. 8 election against
Republican Donald Trump.

The Democratic National Convention in
Philadelphia this week is, in part, an effort
to reintroduce her to American voters, more
than half of whom view her unfavorably,
according to Reuters/Ipsos polling. The criti-
cisms have dogged her for years: She can
appear stiff in front of crowds, struggling to
show off the compassion her supporters say
she shares in private and leaving some vot-
ers with the impression she is not giving
straight answers to tough questions.
Clinton recognizes the problem, aides say.
“She knows that she has work to do to earn
people’s trust,” said Jennifer Palmieri,
Clinton’s communications director. “She also

realizes there aren’t some magic words you
can say to earn that trust overnight.”
Speaker after speaker at the convention
took the stage on Monday and Tuesday to
offer testimonials on her behalf, including
her husband, former President Bill Clinton,
who filled his prime-time speech on
Tuesday with anecdotes and private
moments shared by America’s best-known
political couple.

Gay basketball player Jason Collins told of
the support she offered when he went pub-
lic with his homosexuality; a grandmother
described how her daughter’s battle with
drug addiction inspired Clinton to address
the drug crisis. A parade of others offered
behind-the-scenes glimpses of the former
first lady, US senator and secretary of state,
describing how she drove through a blizzard
to attend a funeral, planned birthday parties
and visited survivors of the Sept 11, 2001,
attacks. Clinton’s personal image, which has
fluctuated during her 25 years in the public
eye, slumped after a divisive Democratic pri-
mary, a lingering controversy over her use of
a private email system while serving as the
top US diplomat, and repeated Republican
attacks on “crooked Hillary.” — Reuters 

PHILADELPHIA: Bernie Sanders loyalists warned
that the Democratic Party could rupture over the
nomination of Hillary Clinton after a volatile
night that saw a large group of Sanders dele-
gates and supporters exit the party’s national
convention to stage a sit-in at a nearby media
tent. They rejected Sanders’ call for unity even
after the Vermont senator took the symbolic
step of declaring Clinton the winner of the state-
by-state delegate count inside the convention in
Philadelphia.

“I suspect we are witnessing an event that
will fundamentally change American politics,”
said Cory James, 22, a college student from Flint,
Michigan, who expects the Democratic Party to
break apart over Clinton’s victory. Thousands of
activists have taken to the streets during the
convention this week to voice support for
Sanders, a liberal US senator, and his progressive
agenda. The “Bernie or bust” brigades that have
marched across the sun-warped city threatened

to disrupt Clinton’s moment as the first woman
to be nominated for president by a major US
political party.

“We all have this unrealistic dream that
democracy is alive in America,” said Debra Dilks,
of Boonville, Missouri, who spoke as a protest
broke up near Philadelphia’s City Hall. She said
she wasn’t sure she would even vote in
November. “Hillary didn’t get the nomination.
The nomination was stolen,” Dilks said.

Protests and walk-outs 
At the media tent protest, some had their

mouths taped shut, while a few others sponta-
neously sang, “This land is our land.” They said
they were holding a peaceful protest to com-
plain about being shut out by the Democratic
Party. In the streets outside, Sanders supporters
who had spent the day protesting began facing
off with police. They started scaling 8-foot walls
that blocked off the secure zone around the are-

na parking lot. Police and the Secret Service
immediately arrested four protesters, who will
be charged with entering a restricted area.

Protests continued into the night as Sanders
supporters and an anti-police brutality group
joined together. Later, another protester set an
Israeli flag on fire as people chanted, “long live
the intifada.” Others then came together for a
candlelight vigil. Earlier in the day, activists held
a midday rally at City Hall, and then made their
way down Broad Street to the convention site.
By early evening, a large crowd had formed out-
side the subway station closest to the arena. The
crowd consisted of an assortment of protesters
espousing a variety of causes, but mostly
Sanders supporters and other Clinton foes on
the left.

“I think people were hoping we could sway
the delegates and show that there really is a
movement here,” said Alexis Holmes, a school
janitor from Carbondale, Illinois, who has been
protesting in the city since Sunday. The long-
standing bitterness between Sanders’ support-
ers and Clinton’s seemed to grow worse over the
past few days after a trove of hacked emails
showed that officials at the Democratic National
Committee played favorites during the primaries
and worked to undermine Sanders’ campaign.
Sanders had urged supporters Monday to fall in
line behind Clinton for the good of the country.
But many were not swayed. Engineer Chris
Scully, of Troy, New York, said he opposes Clinton
because of her war record as US secretary of
state. He carried a “Jill Before Hill” sign Tuesday at
a demonstration at City Hall, in a nod to Green
Party candidate Jill Stein. As Scully spoke, a pass-
er-by called out: “That’s a vote for Trump!”

In a separate protest against police brutality
and racial injustice, about 500 people marched
down Broad Street to City Hall. Protest leader
Erica Mines told the crowd that it was an “anti-
police rally” and a “black and brown resistance
march” and instructed all white people to move
to the back. March participant Tiara Willis, of
Philadelphia, said she subscribes to the slogan
“I’m with her ... I guess.” She said she would not
back Trump and called Clinton, “the lesser of
two evils.” — AP 

Make Hillary likable again: 
Party seeks Clinton recast 

Sanders loyalists warn of 
split after Clinton victory

PHILADELPHIA: Former Democratic Presidential candidate, Sen Bernie Sanders, I-Vt, walks off
the stage after speaking to delegates during the first day of the Democratic National
Convention. — AP  

PHILADELPHIA: There have been millions
of words, decades of video and reams of
commentary devoted to the story of Bill
and Hillary Clinton. It’s been dissected,
defended and decried at kitchen tables and
on cable news, in tabloids and classrooms.
But on Tuesday night, as millions of voters
watched and with the political stakes as
high as they’ve ever been, the former presi-
dent tried to make sense of it all and make
the case for his wife, the newly minted
Democratic presidential nominee Hillary
Clinton. “In the spring of 1971, I met a girl,”
he began.

The former president’s tenth address to
a Democratic convention was by far his
most personal, a 42-minute tour through
wedding proposals and Halloween parties,
the deaths of parents and movie
marathons. Perhaps their worst moments -
the Monica Lewinsky scandal, impeach-
ment and legal battles that followed - were
conspicuously omitted though hinted at.
“She’ll never quit on you,” he said. “She nev-
er quit on me.”

Instead, Bill Clinton cast himself as a pas-
senger in his wife’s life, reshaping the story
of much of their decades in politics. The goal
was to make Clinton, perhaps the most
famous female politician in the world, yet a
public figure her aides claim remains
unknown, relatable to voters. He cast her as
a liberal heroine of her own story, who
fought for education reform, health care, civ-
il rights, the disabled, 9/11 first responders
and economically depressed rural areas.
“She’s the best darn change-maker I’ve ever
met in my entire life,” he said. “This woman
has never been satisfied with the status quo
on anything. She always wants to move the
ball forward. That is just who she is.”

Glass ceiling 
He dismissed the multiple views of his

wife, telling delegates and the nation: “One
is real, the other is made up.” He never once
mentioned GOP nominee Donald Trump by
name, dismissing Republican attacks on
Clinton as “made up” and a “cartoon alter-

native.” Rather, Bill Clinton focused nearly
exclusively on his wife’s achievements and
how she’d influenced him. “I have lived a
long full blessed life. It really took off when
I met and fell in love with that girl in the
spring of 1971,” he said. But it wasn’t only
Clinton who broke a glass ceiling on
Tuesday when she became the first female
nominee of a major party. Should she win
on Election Day, her husband will step into
a singular role in American history: first
gentleman.

The potential new title is perhaps the
strangest twist in a political career known
for its second acts. After health scares and
political missteps, the Comeback Kid, as he
was known in his first presidential race,
could come back to Washington one last
time. In 2012, he acted as a powerful val-
idator for President Barack Obama, electri-
fying the room as the party’s “explainer-in-
chief.”

Nearly 70, Bill Clinton is a bit frailer, a
touch shakier, though aides and friends say
his famous memory remains sharp. Some
say his administration’s legacy has been
repudiated by his own party, which shifted
left during Obama’s time in office. “God
bless him, Bill even looks old now,” said
Republican strategist Alex Castellanos. “He’s
not the once and future king, he’s the once
and past king.” But no one doubts that Bill
Clinton still wants to be at the center of the
action. While aides have said he will not get
a Cabinet post or a seat in the Situation
Room should his wife win, Clinton has
made clear that her closest adviser will
remain involved with her administration,
saying he’d likely have a role in managing
the nation’s economy.

They remain a “two for one” package, as
Bill Clinton famously said during his first
presidential race. But on Tuesday night, he
hinted, just barely, that Clinton perhaps is
finally getting her part of the deal. “I mar-
ried my best friend,” he said. “And I really
hoped that she choosing me and rejecting
my own advice to pursue her own career
was a decision she’d never regret.” — AP 

Bill Clinton tells a love story 
to make his case for Hillary


