
NEW DELH: Two Muslim women have
been beaten up at a railway station in
central India on suspicion of carrying
beef, an offence in many parts of the
Hindu-majority country, police said
yesterday. The meat the women were
carrying has since turned out to be
buffalo, but police in Madhya Pradesh
state  sa id  they  were  attacked on
Tuesday at a busy station, apparently

after a group of vigilantes raised sus-
picions.

Video footage broadcast on local tel-
evision channels showed a group of
women slapping, kicking and punching
the two as a large crowd gathered. The
two women were subsequently arrest-
ed on suspicion of carrying beef.  Tests
found it was actually buffalo, and they
now face the lesser charge of carrying

commercial quantities of meat without
a license. Cows are revered by Hindus
and slaughtering them is illegal in most
Indian states.

Several states also bar the sale and
possession of beef, and there has been
a recent upsurge in attacks by vigi-
lantes from the Hindu right on people
suspected of killing cows. 

“We had prior information and had

deputed force to arrest them but unfor-
tunately some people attacked them,”
said Manoj Sharma, district police chief
of  Mandsaur where the incident
occurred.

None of the people who attacked
the two women had been arrested for
the assault, Sharma said. It comes days
after a group of low-caste Hindu men
were beaten by vigilantes in the west-

ern state of Gujarat on suspicion of
killing a cow-a charge they denied. The
men said they were taking the dead
cow to be skinned-a task commonly
given to low-caste villagers in India,
where the animals roam freely. 

Opposition parties raised the latest
attack in parliament yesterday and
demanded the government act against
vigilante groups. — AFP

2 Indian Muslim women beaten for carrying beef

DHAKA: Bangladesh yesterday launched a
hunt for the survivor of a police raid on an
extremist hideout which killed nine suspect-
ed Islamists who claimed to belong to the
Islamic State group. Investigators hope the
escaped extremist and another man who was
arrested during a major gunfight in Dhaka
Tuesday will shed light on the group’s pro-
claimed ties with the IS. “We’ve alerted all
checkpoints in the capital in a bid to arrest
him (the escapee),” deputy commissioner of
Dhaka Metropolitan Police, Masud Ahmed,
told AFP.

Officers believe the nine slain extremists
were part of the same group that killed 22
people during an attack on an upscale Dhaka
cafe on July 1 — an attack claimed by IS.
Police said they recovered IS’s black flag and
robes from the Dhaka hideout, but main-
tained the extremists are actually members
of the domestic Islamist group Jamayetul
Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB). “We’re con-
ducting an investigation. Hasan has claimed
that they were IS members,” a senior security
official told AFP, referring to a 25-year-old
arrested in the raid who is being treated in
hospital. “We suspect he is one of the leading
members of the group.”  

Investigators are also trying to retrieve
information from a laptop and several mobile
phones recovered in the raid. IS has claimed
responsibility for dozens of murders of reli-
gious minority members and foreigners in
Bangladesh in recent months. Bangladesh
authorities, however, have steadfastly main-
tained that the IS has no presence in the
world’s third-largest Muslim majority nation.
They blame homegrown groups such as JMB.
Following the Dhaka cafe attack, IS released
photos of five gunmen posing with the
group’s flag. They also published gruesome
images of the carnage before commandos
ended the siege. — AFP
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NEW DELHI: India has been plagued with often
deadly political disputes for decades: A decades-
old confrontation between protesters and armed
forces in Kashmir has claimed tens of thousands
of lives. A festering conflict with Maoist rebels
cuts a wide swath across many of the country’s
states. A host of insurgencies fuel violence in the
northeast.

Many of these conflicts date back to India’s
independence in 1947 from British colonial rule,
when maps were drawn without adequate con-
sideration given to the schisms it would create
between ethnic groups. Many other disputes
stem from centuries of discrimination and
exploitation that still have not been addressed or
resolved. These long-simmering conflicts could
have an impact on how quickly India, the world’s
fastest-growing economy, succeeds in its aim of
becoming a leading global power. A look at three
major conflicts:

MAOISTS
India’s Maoist conflict began as an armed

struggle in the late 1960s, when poor peasants in
the village of Naxalbari in West Bengal state
demanded land rights. The uprising was crushed,
but the conflict spread across vast tracts of central
and southern India. Rebels inspired by Chinese
revolutionary leader Mao Zedong have been
fighting ever since, staging hit-and-run attacks
against Indian authorities. They demand a greater
share of wealth from the area’s natural resources
and more jobs for farmers and the poor.

Just last week, at least 10 Indian paramilitary
soldiers were killed in an ambush by Maoist
rebels in dense forests in the eastern Indian state
of Bihar. The government’s response was to send
more troops, but the rebels had fled deep into
their forest hideouts. Since the 1980s, Maoist
rebels have recruited thousands of poor villagers
and indigenous tribespeople, training them in the
use of arms and explosives to target government
officials, security forces and state installations.
Over the past decade, the rebels have acquired
smuggled Chinese-made shoulder rocket launch-
ers, and explosives and mines that they have used
to deadly effect.

The government has called them India’s great-
est internal security threat. Thousands have died
on both sides, but little has changed in the strug-
gle. Many Indians have grown weary of the con-
flict. Politicians debate whether a military opera-
tion to flush the rebels out of their jungle hide-
outs is preferable to offering better economic
opportunities to assuage the rebel fury.

NORTHEAST INSURGENCIES
In India’s remote northeast, government

forces battle dozens of ethnic insurgent groups
who push a welter of demands ranging from
independent homelands to maximum autonomy
within India.  More than 21,000 people have
been killed in insurgency-related violence in
northeast India, according to the South Asia
Terrorism Portal.

The most prominent of those conflicts, that of

the Naga people, has been on the boil since the
mid-1950s. Naga leaders Isak Chishi Swu and
Thuingaleng Muivah signed a truce with New
Delhi in 1997 and been engaged in peace talks
ever since. Swu died earlier this month, but
Muivah said the peace talks would carry on.
“Things are on track and we are expecting to
reach an acceptable solution to the long-stand-
ing Naga issue soon,” Muivah said recently.
Several other insurgencies in the northeastern
states of Mizoram, Manipur, Tripura and Assam
- al l  of  which share borders with either
Myanmar or Bangladesh - are keeping Indian
security forces on a near-constant counterin-
surgency mode.

The government has cease-fire agreements
with more than 40 insurgent groups in the region,
and over the years it has signed peace agree-
ments with six. Those deals gave ethnic groups
more autonomy, but India has rejected their
demands for separate homelands. This resulted in
the splintering of several insurgent groups, with
some factions carrying on with hit-and-run guer-

rilla strikes. Neighboring Bhutan and Bangladesh
are cooperating with Indian authorities to expel
insurgent leaders and cadres operating from their
territories. New Delhi is trying to reach a similar
agreement with Myanmar.

KASHMIR
Clashes between protesters and Indian forces

in the Indian-controlled portion of Kashmir this
summer again highlight the challenge that the
restive Himalayan region has posed for Indian
policymakers ever since it was split between India

and Pakistan shortly after the two archrivals
gained independence in 1947. New Delhi initially
grappled with largely peaceful anti-India move-
ments in its portion of Kashmir. However, political
blunders, broken promises and a crackdown
against dissent resulted in a full-blown armed
rebellion against Indian control in 1989.
Thousands of Kashmiris crossed over to Pakistani-
controlled Kashmir for arms training, returned
with guns and grenades, and joined the armed
struggle against India for a united Kashmir, either
under Pakistan rule or independent of both.

Kashmir became a battleground, with rebel
groups ratcheting up bloody attacks aimed at
Indian security forces and pro-India Kashmiri
politicians. India responded with a massive milita-
rization of Kashmir, saying it was fighting a
Pakistan-sponsored proxy war. Soldiers empow-
ered with emergency impunity laws carried out a
brutal military crackdown. 

At least 68,000 people have died in Kashmir
since 1989. Kashmir rebels suffered a major set-
back after 9/11, as the US pressured Pakistan to

rein in militants. The militancy was largely
crushed, but many Kashmiris remain opposed to
Indian rule. In recent months, demonstrations by
unarmed protesters have often led to intense
clashes between rock-throwing Kashmiri youths
and armed government soldiers. New Delhi and
Islamabad have yet to find common ground to
resolve the dispute. The churning is again produc-
ing a new generation of homegrown militants,
something which has deeply worried Indian
establishment. —- AP 
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ASSAM: In this June 7, 2014 file photo, relatives mourn by the coffin containing the body of a
police officer Nityananda Goswami, who was killed in a rebel attack, as they load his body in a
vehicle during his guard of honor function in Gauhati, in the northeastern Indian state. — AP 

NEW DELHI: A 44-year-old activist who has
been on a hunger strike for nearly 16 years
to protest alleged brutality by India’s mili-
tary said Tuesday that she will end her fast
and run in state elections. Irom Sharmila
told a court in the northeastern state of
Manipur that she’ll give up her fast on Aug
9 and stand as an independent candidate
in elections early next year.

Sharmila has not eaten any food volun-
tarily since Nov 5, 2000, when she began
her protest against an Indian law that sus-
pends many human rights protections in
areas of conflict. Three days earlier, 10 civil-
ians were killed by paramilitary troops in
Malom, a small town on the outskirts of
Imphal, the Manipur state capital. Three
days after she started her hunger strike,
she was arrested on charges of attempting
suicide - a crime in India - and prison offi-
cials at a government hospital in Manipur
have since force fed her through a tube in
her nose.

“The only way to bring change is elec-
toral process. I will stand as an independ-
ent candidate from Malom constituency,”

Sharmila told reporters outside the court
on Tuesday, according to a statement from
Amnesty International. She said the single
issue on her agenda would be the removal
of the law that allows the military to act
with impunity. The Armed Forces Special
Powers Act is in effect in Indian-ruled
Kashmir and northeastern areas wracked
by separatist insurgencies. The law says
troops have the right to shoot to kill sus-
pected rebels without fear of possible pros-
ecution and to arrest suspected militants
without a warrant. It also gives police wide-
ranging powers of search and seizure.

It prohibits soldiers from being prose-
cuted for alleged rights violations unless
granted express permission from the feder-
al government. Such prosecutions are rare.
Sharmila has spent most of her detention
in the hospital, where doctors make sure
her condition is stable. She also is required
to report to a local court every 15 days. Her
long hunger strike has garnered her sup-
port from across the world, and Amnesty
International has called her a prisoner of
conscience. — AP 

MAI JA YANG: Leaders of Myanmar rebel
armies held talks in a war-hit border town
yesterday, state media reported, as they
prepare for a major peace conference with
a government desperate to end insurgen-
cies that have plagued the country.
Myanmar has been racked for half a centu-
ry by ethnic rebel wars in its resource-rich
frontier states, leaving tens of thousands
dead or displaced.

Some groups have signed ceasefires but
several other rebel armies are still fighting
the nation’s army —  including in the
northern state of Kachin, where yesterday’s
talks were held. Aung San Suu Kyi, the
democracy activist leading the country’s
first civilian government, says ending the
fighting is essential if Myanmar is to rise
from the ashes of junta rule. She wants to
restart full peace talks within weeks. This
week’s summit, held in a Kachin town rav-
aged by years of warfare, brought together
“leaders representing 17 ethnic armed
groups to search for common ground in
working toward a federal system for the
country”, state-run Global New Light of
Myanmar reported yesterday. The negotia-
tors, many sporting traditional clothing,
gathered in a hall in Mai Ja Yang, a town
ringed by displacement camps on the bor-

der with China, which also sent an envoy to
the talks. Peace is hard to secure.

Distrust in the still-powerful military
runs deep and the rebel groups themselves
are divided-with four pulling out of the Mai
Ja Yang talks at the last minute. The con-
flicts are complex and fuelled in part by the
illegal trade in drugs, timber and jade,
much of which is funneled across the bor-
der to China.  Rebels use the proceeds to
buy guns. The former military-backed gov-
ernment launched a peace dialogue but
failed to secure a nationwide ceasefire with
all groups. 

Suu Kyi has promised a greater level of
federal autonomy in a bid to secure peace,
but has yet to spell out how it would work.
It is a promise her independence hero
father also made in 1947. It was ignored
by the junta that took control several
years after his assassination and ruled over
Myanmar for almost 50 years. Suu Kyi’s
ability to wrest a peace deal or decentral-
ize the government will depend heavily
on the support of the military, which
remains a potent political and economic
force. It holds the keys to any charter
changes, runs crucial government min-
istries and dominates the economy’s most
lucrative sectors. — AFP 

IMPHAL: In this Wednesday, Aug 20, 2014 file photo, Irom Sharmila, center, walks out
of a security ward after her release in Porompal district. — AP 
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NEW DELHI: India has signed a billion-dollar
deal with Boeing to buy four maritime surveil-
lance planes, defense and aviation sources said
yesterday, as it looks to counter China in the
Indian Ocean. The deal for four P-8I aircraft fol-
lows India’s earlier purchase of eight of the
planes from the American aerospace giant in
2009. “The deal has been signed. The delivery
dates are being worked out,” a defense ministry
source told AFP, adding that the deal was worth
more than a billion dollars.

India has already deployed its original eight
long-range P-8I aircraft to track submarine
movements in the Indian Ocean. The navy is
looking to beef up its fleet to strengthen its
capabilities against submarines and surface
ships. “India has a vast maritime border and
these planes are meant for long-range surveil-
lance,” a Boeing official told AFP, adding that a
clause in the earlier agreement provided for
New Delhi to purchase four more planes. “The

navy will likely deploy them in the Indian Ocean
and Bay of Bengal to counter Chinese influence
in the seas,” the official said.

India, the world’s number one defense
importer, is in the midst of a multi-billion dollar
upgrade of its Soviet-era military hardware. The
country has signed several big-ticket defense
deals since Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
Bharatiya Janata Party stormed to power in
2014. Other deals have been mired in bureau-
cratic wrangles, however, notably the agree-
ment to buy 36 Rafale fighter jets from France’s
Dassault Aviation which has been pending
since 2012. 

Modi’s government has raised the limit on
foreign investment in the defense sector and
encouraged tie-ups between foreign and local
companies. Modi, a hardline Hindu nationalist,
has also called for the manufacturing of
defence equipment locally and cut down
reliance on expensive imports. — AFP 

KACHIN STATE: In this photograph taken on July 26, 2016, a Myanmar armed rebel
secures a hilltop overlooking Mai Ja Yang where Myanmar ethnic rebel leaders and
representatives are gathering for a four day summit in the town controlled by the
Kachin Independence Army. — AFP 
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KATHMANDU: At least 58 people have died in
floods and landslides triggered by heavy rains
in Nepal, the government said yesterday.
Another 20 people are missing and the Nepal
army is racing to evacuate hundreds more from
flooded villages as the waters rise. The home
ministry spokesman said 58 people were con-
firmed dead and another 20 were still unac-
counted for.

“Our teams are working continuously in
search and rescue operations, as well as to pro-
vide relief,” deputy spokesman Jhanka Nath
Dhakal told AFP. Images released by the army,

which is involved in the operation, showed vil-
lagers waiting on rooftops to be evacuated in
motorboats. 

Scores of people die every year from flood-
ing and landslides during the monsoon rains in
Nepal and neighboring India. Earlier this
month, two children were killed when a school
in the capital partially collapsed in heavy rains.
The situation is particularly desperate this year
because millions of Nepalis are still living in
tents or makeshift huts after a devastating
earthquake that killed nearly 9,000 people in
2015. — AFP 
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