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Meanwhile, the criminal court yesterday sentenced con-
troversial MP Abdulhameed Dashti to14 years and six
months in jail in absentia for insulting Saudi Arabia and
Bahrain and urging people to join Lebanon’s Hezbollah. The
court sentenced Dashti, who has been living in Britain for
the past four months, to 11 years and six months for insult-
ing Saudi Arabia on Twitter, calling on people to join the
Lebanese group Hezbollah and spreading false news about
alleged Saudi interference in Kuwaiti institutions. In a sec-
ond case, he was sentenced to three years in jail for insult-
ing Bahrain and the 2011 Saudi military intervention in the
Gulf nation to assist the government against protests.

Dashti, a staunch supporter of Tehran and Syrian
President Bashar Al-Assad, described the verdicts on his
Twitter account as “very strange” and “oppressive”, and
vowed that he will not back down. He did not say
whether he will come back to contest the jail terms.

According to the ruling, if Dashti returns to the country,
he will be arrested immediately to start serving the sen-
tence. He will not be able however to challenge the rul-
ings while he remains overseas.

Dashti also faces several other similar cases of mainly
insulting Saudi Arabia on Twitter or issuing statements to
the media, accusing the Saudi government and the
Wahhabi religious school, predominant in the kingdom,
of spreading terrorism in the region and the world. MPs
repeatedly debated Dashti’s controversial statements
against Saudi Arabia and demanded in a session a few
months ago to revoke his membership in the house. But
eventually, the Assembly accepted a letter from Dashti
claiming he was undergoing medical treatment in Britain.

In May last year, Dashti filed a request to question the
foreign minister over Kuwait’s participation in the Saudi-
led attack on Yemen’s Houthi rebels, but the Assembly
rejected the move, saying it was against the constitution.
Dashti was elected in the July 2013 general polls.

MPs demand Iran apology for offending...
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the Saudi-Kuwaiti submerged divided zone, which
may lead to confrontations that threaten peace and
security in this region, noted the joint document. It is
known that Saudi Arabia and Kuwait solely have exclu-
sive rights to explore and benefit from the hydrocar-
bon wealth in the Dorra field and the divided sub-
merged area.

The governments of Saudi Arabia and Kuwait express
“their deep demurral and dissatisfaction about these
repeated assaults and transgressions; and demand from

the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran to stop
these transgressions and assaults in order to preserve
their interests,” it stressed. It also asked for negotiations
to begin with Saudi Arabia and Kuwait as one party, and
Iran as the other party, to determine the maritime
delimitation separating the waters of the divided sub-
merged area and the waters of the Iran in accordance
with the provisions of international law. Nevertheless,
both the governments of Saudi Arabia and Kuwait did
not receive any response from the government of Iran
despite their repeated call for negotiations to deter-
mine these borders, it noted. — KUNA 

Saudis, Kuwait file complaint at UN...
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Obama will also try to leverage his vast popularity
among Democrats to unify a party scarred by the bruis-
ing primary campaign between Clinton and leftist Bernie
Sanders. The four-day confab in Philadelphia - the City of
Brotherly Love - has so far been less than fraternal.

Despite entreaties from party leaders, Sanders’ sup-
porters have booed a pastor who mentioned Clinton’s
name and even jeered Sanders when he did the same.
Having fought his own bitter primary against Clinton
eight years ago, Obama could offer a conciliatory mes-
sage. But so far in the campaign, Obama’s most potent
role has been as a foil to Trump.  Early yesterday, he told
NBC that while “anything is possible” when it came to
November’s election, Trump appeared unprepared.
“What I think is scary is a president who doesn’t know
their stuff and doesn’t seem to have an interest in learn-
ing what they don’t know,” he said, referring to Trump.

Trump hit back at a press conference near Miami,
essentially inviting Russia to hack into Clinton’s email,
and deriding Obama as “the most ignorant president in
our history”. “Russia, if you’re listening, I hope you’re able
to find the 30,000 emails that are missing,” Trump said,
referring to emails Clinton sent and received while secre-
tary of state but deleted on grounds they were personal
and not work-related. The FBI concluded this month that

Clinton had been “extremely careless” in her handling of
classified material via a private email server, but did not
recommend that she face criminal charges.

Republicans see the missing emails as a smoking gun,
however. Clinton’s campaign fired back: “This has to be
the first time that a major presidential candidate has
actively encouraged a foreign power to conduct espi-
onage against his political opponent,” spokesman Jake
Sullivan said. “This has gone from being a matter of
curiosity, and a matter of politics, to being a national
security issue.”

Obama has already tried to convince voters that
Trump does not have the judgment or demeanor to be
commander-in-chief. The 44th president has contrasted
the seriousness of the task at hand - fighting the Islamic
State group, addressing high levels of gun violence, heal-
ing racial divides - with the tone of Trump’s insult-laced
populist campaign. Delegate-goers got another dose of
that message on Monday, when First Lady Michelle
Obama spoke. “I want someone with the proven strength
to persevere, someone who knows this job and takes it
seriously, someone who understands that the issues a
president faces are not black and white and cannot be
boiled down to 140 characters,” she said. While the White
House has posited a Clinton win as a third Obama term, a
Trump presidency would almost certainly undo key parts
of Obama’s legacy. — AFP 

Clinton makes history with  nomination...

QAMISHLI, Syria: A massive bomb blast claimed by the
Islamic State group killed at least 44 people and wounded
dozens yesterday in the Kurdish-majority Syrian city of
Qamishli. It was the largest and deadliest attack to hit the city
since the beginning of Syria’s conflict in March 2011. Syrian
state media gave a toll of 44 dead and 140 injured in the
bombing, which hit a western district of the city where several
local Kurdish ministries are located.

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights
monitor gave a toll of 48 dead, adding that children and
women were among those killed. Kurdish officials said the
attack was carried out by a suicide bomber driving an explo-
sives-laden truck, adding that the blast detonated a nearby
fuel container. An AFP journalist saw devastating scenes in the
bomb’s aftermath, with distraught civilians, some covered in
blood, staggering through rubble past twisted metal and the
burned-out remains of cars.

One man running along the streets was completely cov-
ered in blood, his shirt drenched red. He was gripping the arm
of a small boy whose face was grey and red with blood and
dust. They ran past a hysterical woman who was crying and
screaming, her clothes torn. A girl and boy stood next to her,
apparently in shock. Children could be heard screaming as
smoke rose from small fires that continued to burn amongst
the rubble. Civilians and local security forces with guns slung
across their backs worked to carry the dead and wounded
from the remains of damaged and destroyed buildings.

US Probes Civilian Casualties 
The Islamic State group claimed the attack in a statement

circulated on social media, calling it “a response to the crimes
committed by the crusader coalition aircraft” in the town of
Manbij, a bastion of the jihadist group in Syria’s Aleppo
province. Kurdish fighters have been a key force battling the
jihadists in north and northeastern Syria and are the main
component in the Syrian Democratic Forces alliance currently
seeking to oust IS from Manbij. They are backed by air strikes
launched by the US-led coalition fighting IS in Syria and Iraq.

Civilians have been caught up in the fighting and yester-
day, 800 residents fled the town for areas under SDF control,
the Observatory said. Also Wednesday, a spokesman for the
US-led coalition said it had opened a formal investigation to

determine whether its strikes near Manbij last week had killed
civilians. The Observatory reported that 56 civilians were killed
in strikes as they fled a village near Manbij on July 19, and
Colonel Chris Garver said there was sufficient credible evi-
dence of civilian victims to warrant a probe.

Qamishli is under the shared control of the Syrian regime
and Kurdish authorities, who have declared zones of
“autonomous administration” across parts of north and north-
east Syria. It has regularly been targeted in bomb attacks,
many of which have been claimed by IS. But a source in the
Kurdish Asayesh security forces told AFP that “this is the
largest explosion the city has ever seen”.

The area that was targeted houses several Kurdish admin-
istration buildings including the defense ministry and was
considered a secure zone, with multiple checkpoints and
security measures in place. “This blast is the biggest in
Qamishli in terms of both the toll and the damage since the
beginning of the war,” Observatory director Rami Abdel
Rahman said.

Hospitals Swamped 
Local officials said hospitals in the city had been swamped

with casualties from the attack. And Syrian state television car-
ried an appeal from the governor of Hasakeh province, where
Qamishli is located, urging residents to “go to public and pri-
vate hospitals to donate blood for the victims of the terrorist
bombings”. More than 280,000 people have been killed in
Syria since the war began with anti-government protests that
were met with a regime crackdown.

In Aleppo city, at least 18 people were killed in govern-
ment air strikes and artillery fire Wednesday on rebel-held
neighborhoods in the east of the city, the Observatory said.
The Syrian army, meanwhile, officially announced it had sev-
ered “all the supply routes and crossings used by terrorists to
bring mercenaries, weapons and ammunition into eastern
neighborhoods of Aleppo”. The opposition-held east has been
effectively under siege since July 7, when government forces
advanced within firing range of the sole remaining route in.
Aleppo was once the country’s economic powerhouse but it
has been ravaged by war and divided roughly between gov-
ernment control in the west and rebel control in the east since
mid-2012. —  AFP 

Massive IS bombing kills 
44 in Syrian Kurdish city

Mountains from the South African Drakensberg mountain range on the outskirts of Harrimsmith are seen cov-
ered with snow after an unusual cold front gripped the country yesterday. A cold front moving in from the west
brought snow to parts of KwaZulu-Natal and the Free State. Stormy weather across the country has caused
chaos and disaster. — AFP 

PHILADELPHIA: Former US president Bill Clinton addresses the second day of the Democratic National
Convention at the Wells Fargo Center on Tuesday. — AFP 


