
BARCELONA:  Barcelona paraded Portuguese midfielder Andre Gomes at the
Camp Nou yesterday after his 55-million-euro capture from Valencia on a five-
year deal. The 22-year-old, part of Portugal’s European Championship-winning
side, has a release clause of 100 million euros ($110 mn, £84 mn) and will cost
an initial 35 million euros, with 20 million in add-ons. Gomes, who agreed the
move last week, said he chose the Spanish champions because he felt it gave
him the best chance to progress as a player. “Every club has its
own personality. The one that suits me the best is Barcelona,”
the player said, adding that he had rebuffed other offers to
move to other clubs. Gomes made 77 appearances for
Valencia in two seasons after joining from Portuguese side
Benfica. He was also believed to be a target of Barcelona’s bitter
rivals Real Madrid. Gomes is Barcelona’s fourth summer cap-
ture, after they re-signed Denis Suarez from Villarreal and
snapped up defenders Samuel Umtiti from Lyon and
Lucas Digne from PSG. — AFP
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LONDON: England’s Football Association plans to let teams make an
additional, fourth, substitution in extra-time from the quarter-finals
onwards of next season’s FA Cup, the governing body said yesterday. The
rule change, which still requires approval from the International Football
Association Board (IFAB), the game’s global law-makers, will see teams
who have made all three changes during the regulation 90 minutes of a
quarter-final, semi-final or final tie permitted one more substitute during
the 30 minutes of extra-time. FA chief executive Martin Glenn said on
www.thefa.com: “With the Cup now adopting a straight knock-out format
from the quarter-finals onwards (there will be no replays in any matches
from the stage), the introduction of a fourth substitute in extra-time will
bring extra intrigue and interest.” The additional substitute scheme is the
latest planned change to the FA Cup, the world’s oldest senior knockout
football competition, after officials decided to banish replays from the last
eight onwards in a bid to reduce fixture congestion. — AP
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BERLIN: Striker Yussuf Poulsen has turned down the chance to play for
Denmark at the Rio Olympics to help get newly promoted RB Leipzig ready for
the Bundesliga season. The 22-year-old was selected for the Danish team to play
at the Rio Games from August 5 to 21, but the forward has opted to stay behind
to help Leipzig prepare for their first season in Germany’s top flight, which
opens on August 26. The final for the men’s Olympic football tournament takes

place on August 20 and, had Denmark progressed that far, Poulsen
would have struggled to be included when Leipzig kick off their

first Bundesliga campaign the following weekend. Having only
been created in 2009, when energy drink manufacturer Red Bull

took charge, RB Leipzig have won three promotions in the last
seven seasons to reach the Bundesliga. And Poulsen wants to
be included for their opening match against Hoffenheim on
August 28. “It wasn’t an easy decision for me, for the last few

weeks I have been thinking a lot about my goals and made
my decision after some constructive talks with those in

charge at the club,” he told German daily Bild. — AFP

Poulsen turns down Rio to 
prepare for Bundesliga

WELLINGTON: Sonny Bill Williams passes
for a superstar in this part of the world
where rugby holds a rare pre-eminence
over all other sports.

When he competes in rugby sevens at
the Olympics in Rio de Janiero next month
it’s likely his light, which shines brightly in
New Zealand, will be eclipsed by stars in
sports with a bigger international reach.

But few athletes competing in these
Olympics could claim to approach Williams’
versatility and by the end, if rugby sevens
has captured a wider audience, Williams
likely will be among its most recognized
names. When New Zealand Rugby appealed
to its high-profile players to compete in sev-
ens at Rio, Williams was one of only two All
Blacks to answer the call: the other, Liam
Messam, didn’t make the final cut.

Williams has already to his credit two
Rugby World Cup winner’s medals, has
competed at a Rugby League World Cup
and also has collected titles in Super Rugby
and Australia’s National Rugby League. He
has been, also, the New Zealand profes-
sional heavyweight boxing champion.

To demonstrate prowess in rugby’s
three formats - rugby union, rugby league
and rugby sevens - and to excel also at box-
ing, even in the face of moderate opposi-
tion, proves that Williams is an athlete of
rare scope and talent.

The magnitude of his profile and popu-
larity should have brought him a windfall in
endorsements, yet he rarely promotes any-
thing other than charitable causes. And he
has made decisions throughout his career
which have come at a cost.

As a much younger man he quit a con-
tract in Australian rugby league to play rug-
by union in France for the Toulon club,
which is famous for its lavish salaries. That
hardened the view among detractors that
he flips from one club or sport to another,
pursuing only his own interests.

But Williams, who grew up with his par-
ents and four siblings in subsidized hous-
ing in the Auckland suburb of Mount
Albert, says his career choices have never
been based on financial considerations.

“My manager in my early 20s put me
into a bad investment and I was in debt,”
Williams recently told the New Zealand
Herald newspaper. “People thought I was
living the dream in Toulon but I had to pay
$750,000 to get out of my (rugby league)
contract.”

OFFERS
Williams recently signed a three-year

deal with New Zealand Rugby in the face of

more lucrative offers, mainly to pursue his
Olympic ambitions.

He was quickly accepted into the team
by veteran coach Gordon Tietjens, who rec-
ognized him as an athlete uniquely adapt-
ed to the modern sevens game. In its infan-
cy, sevens was a game populated by sprint-
ers and, even more recently, by players who
mixed speed with size.

Williams may lack outright pace but his
strength, fitness and his ability to pass in
tackles makes him ideally adapted to New
Zealand’s current style.

From the earliest stages of his career
Williams has been pursued by many club,
and as a younger player he allowed fame to
turn his head. But he says family and his
Muslim faith have given him peace and sta-
bility. “Never in my wildest dreams would
that young fella that went to Australia (to
play rugby league) be here right now,” he
told the Herald. “I used to be a bit of a scal-
lywag. I did a lot of bad things and went off
course but Allah was with me.”

GOOD HUMOR AND PATIENCE
Williams has shrugged off that past but

remains a polarizing figure. He is as much a
sporting celebrity as New Zealand has at
the moment and he bears that responsibili-
ty, the calls for autographs and selfies, with
good humor and patience. He is known for
random acts of kindness which, if he had
his way, would go unpublicized.

But some still doubt his commitment to
rugby and even question his ability. While
he has often insisted as a clause of his con-
tract the right to continue his boxing
career, his feats in the ring haven’t won
widespread credibility.

Some think he has trifled with the All
Blacks jersey, wearing it for the first time in
2010, giving it up after the 2011 World Cup,
then returning just in time to play in the
2015 World Cup. He also once rejected
selection in the New Zealand rugby league
team only to have a change of heart and be
reinstated at the expense of another player.

Some see those decisions as signs of
capriciousness and self-interest. In fact,
they seem consequences of his talent and
desire to please: when he returned from
rugby union to rugby league in 2012 he did
so to honor a handshake agreement made
many years before. Now Williams has the
chance to display his talent on a much
wider stage. It is an opportunity made
sweeter by the fact his sister, Niall, has been
chosen for the New Zealand women’s
teams, meaning two of the four Williams
siblings will be in Rio together. — AP

LONDON: Chris Froome underlined his love of
yellow with a third Tour de France triumph on
Sunday, now the British rider has his eyes on
Olympic glory alongside the golden sands of the
Copacabana.

The 31-year-old missed out on gold at
London 2012, settling for a bronze in the time
trial, but looks almost unbeatable at present and
will be the man to overcome in the Rio road
races.  Froome’s victory in the Tour’s individual
time trial last week, a brutal 17km uphill slog,
was so dominant that he finished 21 seconds
ahead of second-placed Dutchman Tom
Dumoulin who could miss Rio after breaking his
wrist in France.  

So the 31-year-old will be clear favourite for
TT gold over two laps of Rio’s 29.8km course
boasting the 1.2km Grumari hill, at an average
gradient of seven percent, and the 2.1km Grota
Funda climb plus a high-speed section next to
the Atlantic.  “It almost feels like a TT through the
Ardennes at points,” Team Sky rider Froome, who
claimed a third Tour de France title in four years
on Sunday, said.

“It’s not a mountain TT because you have this
flat section you do twice. Ordinarily I would say a
climber should do really well but with this flat
section you need someone who can really hold
the speed up at 55kmh on the flat. I really liked it.”
The time trials will be held on Aug. 10, with the
women doing just one lap of the 29.8km circuit.

INTRIGUING SPECTACLE
Before that, though, the men’s and women’s

road races taking place on the first weekend of
the Games will provide an intriguing and unpre-
dictable spectacle set against the backdrop of
Rio’s lush landscape.

The 144-strong men’s race on Aug. 6 will tack-
le 256.5km, taking in four laps of the Grumari
loop, a tricky cobbled section, and three loops of
the ‘Canoas/Vista Circuit’ including an 8.9km
climb, a fast descent and a 20km flat to the fin-
ish.  The 67-rider women’s race, over half the dis-
tance, will see Britain’s world road champion
Lizzie Armitstead and Dutch Olympic champion
Marianne Vos likely battling for gold.  Froome,
bidding to do what no man has ever done by
winning the road race and T T at the same
Games, cannot count on his usual selfless Team
Sky support for the mass-start race that begins
and finishes in Flamengo Park.

The five-man British team, like those from
other powerhouse nations, will probably work
together to maximise medal prospects, but fel-
low Sky riders Geraint Thomas and Ian Stannard
have eyes on the podium as will Adam Yates,
who finished fourth on the Tour, and Steve
Cummings who brilliantly won stage seven.
Italian former Tour de France winner Vincenzo
Nibali, Tour runner-up Romain Bardet of France,
Spain’s Alejandro Valverde, Poland’s mountain
man Rafal  Majka,  Por tugal ’s  Rui Costa,

Belgium’s Greg Van Avermaet and Froome’s
trusty Dutch Team Sky protector Wout Poels
will all be in the mix too.

FANS’ FEAST
Australian Richie Porte is another rider to

watch and his team mate Simon Clarke, a late
call-up for the injured Simon Gerrans, said the
race could be a feast for fans.  “It’s going to be
one of the most unique one-day races we’ve
ever seen,” Clarke, who said he will ride for Porte,
forecast.  “It’s going to be chaos.”

Slovakia’s road world champion Peter Sagan
is likely to concentrate on the cross-country
event having deemed the road race profile not
favourable.

Froome though, like most of the top riders,
has already familiarised himself with the rolling
Rio course and liked what he saw. Having raced
lightly early in the year with Rio a big priority, he
has plenty left in the tank.

“The second circuit, you literally go right next
to one of the Favelas there,” he said at Sky’s train-
ing camp in Mallorca this year. “It’ll be an amaz-
ing experience.  

“I just felt if there was a one-day course I
could win, it would look something like this.”
“Having said that, it’s such a complicated thing.
You can’t rely on too much teamwork with four
team mates and that amount of climbing. It’s
every man for himself.” — Reuters

OAKLAND: Oh yeah, Kevin Durant fully
planned on putting up the initial shot for the
U.S. as he played his first game at Oracle Arena
since joining the Golden State Warriors.

Kyrie Irving promised to get the ball in his
hands to do so, too. Cheered all night long by
his basketball-crazed new fan base, Durant
knocked down a 3-pointer on the Americans’
first touch and slammed home a dunk the very
next time down the floor. Then, another pretty
one-handed jam just a few minutes after that.
He scored the first 10 points for the United
States. What a performance for Golden State’s
newest big star to help lead the US Olympic
team past China 107-57 on Tuesday night for a
third dominant victory in as many exhibition
games.

“It was amazing. The atmosphere was great,
energy was great. The fans showed me major
love, so I appreciate that,” he said. “It was good
to get out there in front of them and play well.”

Durant, who finalized his two-year contract
with the Warriors on July 8, scored all 13 of his

points during a 131/2-minute span of the first
half while playing his first game at his new
home, Oracle Arena.

He was the first American player back on
the floor after halftime to get in some more
shots, all while Warriors general manager Bob
Myers stood close by along the sideline.

Booed in Los Angeles a couple days back,
Durant received a far friendlier reception in
the Bay Area he will  now call home. He
emerged for pregame warmups to huge roars.
He departed the court before the game to a
swarm of autograph hounds hanging over the
railings in the tunnel - and kindly obliged. One
person held a sign that read, “KD is not a
Villain.” “Certainly you wouldn’t want to be
introduced after KD in line,” said coach Mike
Krzyzewski, noting Durant’s big defensive
strides. “The crowd, the welcoming for Kevin
was fantastic. I know he appreciated it very
much.” Durant received a rousing standing
ovation when introduced along with Warriors
All-Stars Draymond Green and Klay

Thompson. Also cheered was former Golden
State forward Harrison Barnes, part of this past
season’s runner-up team that squandered a 3-
1 series lead to the Cleveland Cavaliers to miss
out on a repeat title.

SUPPORT
The sellout crowd went nuts again when

Durant checked back into the game at the
2:32 mark of the third quarter. “I didn’t lose
sleep over today. I just wanted to be myself. ... I
knew I was going to pull the first shot since
like yesterday. Luckily it went in,” he said. “I’m
not going to lie, it felt a little weird for these
fans to be cheering me on like that obviously
being somewhere for so long and then mak-
ing a change.”

Krzyzewski’s latest star-studded roster sure
looks untouchable just more than a week
before the Rio Games begin. DeMarcus
Cousins had 21 points and 11 rebounds,
Carmelo Anthony scored 20 points and
Thompson added 15 points with four 3-point-

ers and five assists.
Chants of “M-V-P! M-V-P!” greeted Durant in

the building where Stephen Curry has won the
past two NBA MVPs, becoming this first unani-
mous winner last season.

Curry - who opted out of playing for the
Americans in their Rio Olympic run - had a
courtside seat to watch with his wife, Ayesha.
He put on a little shooting show after the
game. Durant took a moment to chat with
Curry. Warriors assistant coach and former
member of the Thunder staff Ron Adams was
an early arrival to watch Durant’s warmup
routine. At his introductory news conference,
Durant joked, “Ron Adams was the only rea-
son I came.” 

“Being one of the best players in the world,
he’s easy to play with,” Krzyzewski said. Before
joining Golden State, Durant and the
Oklahoma City Thunder blew a 3-1 lead to the
Warriors in the Western Conference finals. He
is ready to chase a championship with Curry
and Co. Green, joined on the court by Durant

and Thompson, took the microphone before
tipoff to thank the fans. “We appreciate the
support,” he said. “We look forward to going
on to Rio and winning the gold.”

It will be the second straight Olympics the
Americans have three teammates on the ros-
ter.  Durant, James Harden and Russell
Westbrook represented the US four years ago
at the London Games.

The next stop for Krzyzewski’s team will be
in Chicago to face Venezuela on Friday night at
United Center before wrapping up its pre-
Olympic tour against Nigeria on Monday in
Houston. He wants the Americans to tone
down a little bit of the flash that he considered
his players having too much fun.

China, which lost to the Americans 106-57
on Sunday, and the US also meet in their
Olympic opener Aug. 6. A moment of silence
was held for former Warriors great Nate
Thurmond, a Hall of Famer who died earlier
this month at age 74 after a short bout with
leukemia. — AP

Durant shines in first game at new home arena

Sonny Bill Williams targets 
Olympic gold for N Zealand

LONDON: In this Oct. 24, 2015 file photo, New Zealand’s Sonny Bill Williams runs with
the ball during the Rugby World Cup semifinal match between New Zealand and South
Africa at Twickenham Stadium in London. Williams passes for a superstar in this part of
the world where rugby holds a rare pre-eminence over all other sports. — AP

From yellow to gold, 
Froome eyes road to glory

Chris Froome


