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BERLIN: Wolfgang Niersbach, the former
president of the German Football
Association (DFB), said yesterday that he
will appeal the one-year ban imposed on
him by FIFA’s ethics committee.  The 65-
year-old was banned on Monday over mis-
conduct surrounding Germany’s success-
ful 2006 World Cup bid. 

Niersbach resigned from the German
FA last November amid accusations the
DFB used a slush fund of 10 million Swiss

francs (6.7 mill ion euros, $8 mill ion,
according to the exchange rate at that
time) in 2000 to buy the right to host the
tournament. Niersbach confirmed reports
to SID, an AFP subsidiary, that he wants “to
lodge an appeal after consultation with
my lawyer” and wants to “get written rea-
sons for the judgment if nothing else”.

FIFA’s ethics committee found
Niersbach guilty of failing to report find-
ings about possible unethical conduct and

conflicts of interest during the bidding
process. In 2006, the former sports jour-
nalist was the vice-president of the 2006
World Cup organising committee and was
in charge of media and marketing.
Niersbach says he has “acknowledged and
regretted” his mistakes, but described the
punishment as “inappropriate and exces-
sive”.  He had hoped to have his name
cleared before the hearing in Zurich,
although investigators had wanted a two-

year ban.  Niersbach had insisted that
quitting his job should have been punish-
ment enough because he was not directly
accused of paying bribes or financially
benefitting from corruption. 

The ethics committee suspension has
forced his immediate removal from posts
he currently holds on the FIFA Council and
UEFA executive committee.  FIFA opened a
probe on March 22 targeting six people
including Niersbach and Franz

Beckenbauer, the German football legend
and World Cup organising committee
chief,  over their roles in the bidding
process, amid allegations of bribery.

The FIFA investigation followed the
release of a report commissioned by the
DFB which found that Germany may have
bought votes to secure the tournament.
The report linked Beckenbauer to a sus-
pect deal with disgraced former FIFA big-
wig Jack Warner. — AFP 

Ex-German FA boss Niersbach to appeal FIFA ban

SHENZHEN: Borussia Dortmund’s players attend a training session with teammates in Shenzhen, south China’s Guangdong province yesterday,
ahead of the International Champions Cup football match between Manchester City and Borussia Dortmund. — AFP 

MILAN: Gonzalo Higuain “betrayed” Napoli by
joining rivals Juventus, claimed club owner
Aurelio De Laurentiis despite pocketing 90m
euros ($98.8m, £75.3m) for the sale of the
Argentine striker.

In the most unlikely move of the Serie A
summer transfer period, Higuain ended his
fairytale three-year spell with Napoli on
Tuesday when he agreed to a record five-year
deal with the Italian champions that is expect-
ed to earn him 7.5m euros a year. As Juventus
fans mostly rejoiced, their Napoli counterparts
reacted by posting photos of their idol’s
Napoli shirt in the toilet. And De Laurentiis,
despite a bulging bank account, was not far
behind in slamming the 28-year-old striker
whose record tally of 36 goals last season took
Napoli to the brink of ending their 26-year
wait for the Serie A title.

He told Corriere dello Sport: “Some people
say that to speak of betrayal is exaggerated,
but I think the opposite because there is the
full sense of betrayal in this (Higuain) choice
because of the ingratitude shown.

“Obviously I have to consider the role
played by Juventus, but I expected a different
kind of behaviour (from Higuain).”  Higuain
was feted as the King of Napoli only two
months ago when he broke Gunnar Nordahl’s
66-year-old record of 35 goals in a single Serie
A season as the Azzurri battled Juve for a
‘scudetto’ title they last won in 1990. In the
end, Napoli finished second but Higuain was
undoubtedly the star of last year’s campaign.
De Laurentiis slapped a 94.7m euros buyout
clause into his contract but when Juventus
offered 90m euros over two instalments, the
Napoli owner buckled. De Laurentiis conceded
the transaction was above board. But he said
Higuain’s snap decision to quit Napoli, follow-
ing advice from his brother and agent, reflect-
ed the “unscrupulous” nature of the modern
game. “True, there was the clause so there was
no formal impropriety... but the unscrupulous
nature of football means there is no respect

for sentiment,” added De Laurentiis.
“We understood, as soon as Higuain’s

brother spoke, that we might run the risk of
having to look for a new centre-forward. “But
we didn’t think that risk was serious, or that he
(Higuain) could simply wipe clean his three
years spent with Napoli.” Higuain was under-
going a medical in Turin on Wednesday morn-
ing ahead of signing a five-year deal that will
make him the third most expensive signing in
history after Gareth Bale and Cristiano
Ronaldo. He will be officially unveiled today.

But Higuain’s shock move to what remains
the most potent, revered and hated club in

Italy was met with mixed reaction. For Italian
icon and one-club man Francesco Totti, who is
set to play his final season with Roma, it is a
disaster that smacks more of “business than
passion”. “Look at what’s happened now with
Gonzalo Higuain leaving Napoli for Juventus.
It’s a disaster,” said Totti. “But, it’s completely
normal now that when a foreigner comes to
Italy he has the possibility of going to another
team to make more money.”

Napoli already had their sights set on Inter
Milan striker Mauro Icardi, although Polish inter-
national Arkadiusz Milik (Ajax) is tipped as a
more realistic replacement for Higuain. — AFP

Ungrateful Higuain 
‘betrayed’ Napoli

NAPOLI: Juventus’ forward Gonzalo Higuain from Argentina holds his jersey at the Juventus’ head-
quarter in Turin yesterday. In the most unlikely move of the Serie A summer transfer period,
Higuain ended his fairytale three-year spell with Napoli on Tuesday when he agreed to a record
five-year deal with the Italian champions that is expected to earn him 7.5m euros a year. — AFP 

COVENTRY: Joe Hart’s below-par perform-
ances at Euro 2016 mean he should no longer
be considered an automatic choice as
England’s number one goalkeeper, according
to former international great Peter Shilton.
England were surprisingly knocked out by
rank outsiders Iceland in the last 16 in France
last month and Manchester City keeper Hart
acknowledged he “didn’t perform personally
to the level that’s required to push through to
the quarter-finals”.  “It wasn’t a good tourna-
ment for Joe, his concentration levels didn’t
seem to be great,” Shilton told Reuters in an
interview while playing in this week’s
Farmfoods British Par-3 Golf Championship at
Nailcote Hall near Coventry.  “I think maybe
he’s come back to the pack, alongside Jack
Butland and Fraser Forster, and it’s all to play
for now. All goalkeepers make mistakes but
the best ones make fewer and he obviously
came unstuck at the Euros.”

Shilton is England’s most capped keeper,
having made 125 appearances for his country
between 1971-90.  The twice former
European Cup winner with Nottingham
Forest in 1979 and 1980 believes Hart, 29, is
over-rated.  “I’ve always said I don’t think Joe
is as good as a lot of people think he is,” said
the 66-year-old Shilton. “He’s a good keeper
but he’s prone to making errors, and not just
for England. “There’s competition now and in
my eyes he’s not an automatic choice at the
start of this season.  “New manager Sam
Allardyce has reportedly said that Joe was too
highly strung in the tunnel before games in
the Euros and he is going to tell him to calm

down but after 60-odd games for England
you should know that anyway.”

Shilton said Stoke City keeper Butland and
Southampton rival Forster were getting bet-
ter all the time.  Butland’s chances of going to
Euro 2016 were wrecked when he fractured
his ankle in a 3-2 friendly win over Germany
in Berlin in March. “I  think they ’re both
improving,” said Shilton in reference to the
two England goalkeeping understudies.
“They’ve both had some bad luck.

“Butland was very unlucky when he
injured his ankle but I believe he’s got charac-
ter and will come back strongly this year.”

Shilton did not exactly give a ringing
endorsement to the Football Association’s
decision this month to bring in Allardyce as
manager to replace Roy Hodgson. “A lot of
people may be looking at a couple of things,
a) Sam has never won a big trophy and b) the
style of football he plays,” said the former
Southampton, Stoke, Leicester City and Derby
County keeper. “Sometimes though a manag-
er can only play a style with the players he’s
got. Sam’s an Englishman, he’s experienced,
he’s come up through the ranks ... and he
seems a logical choice.  “You do want an
Englishman in charge but by the same token
you want the right man in charge,” said
Shilton. “We could maybe have put in Harry
Redknapp, who plays a better type of foot-
ball, with a younger man under him.

“But he’s been out of the game for a cou-
ple of years now and that’s probably gone
against him. Hopefully Sam can pick up the
debris left from the Euros.”    — Reuters

LONDON: Five most expensive transfers
after I talian champions Juventus
splashed out 90 million euros ($98.8m,
£75.3m) to prise Argentina striker
Gonzalo Higuain away from Napoli on
Tuesday:

Gareth Bale (WAL) Spurs to Real
Madrid £85.1m 2013

Welsh forward whose performances
for an attractive Spurs side launched Real
into a massive bid. The English side could
not refuse such advances and let their
star man go. He has built on his career at
the Santiago Bernabeu with two
Champions League titles, scoring in the
final of the first of the two against
Atletico Madrid. His experience in La Liga
helped him lead Wales in their memo-
rable run to the Euro 2016 semi-finals.
Bale also scored a stunning winner in the
Copa del Rey final against Real’s arch
rivals Barcelona in 2014.

Cristiano Ronaldo (POR) Manchester
United to Real Madrid £83.7m 2009

Real Madrid came calling for the
Portuguese master with what was then a
world-record bid. Ronaldo was keen to
join anyhow, and since arriving in the
Spanish capital he has become their all-
time top goalscorer and consistently set
records in the Champions League, which
he has won three times in his career,
twice with Real. He has achieved all this
despite the hottest of competition from
Barcelona’s Argentinian superstar Lionel
Messi, who still leads in the overall La
Liga scoring charts. 

Gonzalo Higuain (ARG) Napoli to
Juventus £75.3m (90m euros, $98.8m)

2016
Juventus paid the biggest fee for a

domestic transfer in history when they
matched Higuain’s buy-out clause of 90
million euros to bring the Argentinian to
Turin from Napoli on Tuesday. The 28-
year-old former Real Madrid striker top-
scored in Serie A last season with a
record-equalling 36 goals as Napoli fin-
ished second to Juve. Coach
Massimiliano Allegri led Juventus to a

record fifth consecutive league title in
2016, but he will be hoping that Higuain
can help his side improve in Europe, after
following up their 2015 Champions
League final defeat to Barcelona with a
last-16 exit at the hands of Bayern
Munich.

Luis Suarez (URU) Liverpool to
Barcelona £75m 2014

Barcelona didn’t hesitate to sign the
striker despite his shame at the World
Cup finals when for the third time he bit
an opponent, this time Italy defender
Giorgio Chiellini. 

As a result Suarez was unable to play
competitively or train with them for four
months, but once his ban was over he
repaid them in full. No disgraceful inci-
dents have followed and he ended his
first season with them by scoring in the
Champions League final win over
Juventus. His trident attacking partner-
ship with Messi and Neymar yielded a La
Liga record for three forwards of 122
goals that campaign. Scored a hat-trick
to seal the league title for Barca last term
and went on to complete the domestic
double in a season in which he grabbed
a staggering 58 goals.

Neymar (BRA) Santos to Barcelona
£71.5m 2013

Off the pitch alleged shenanigans
over how much went to the player, his
family and to the selling club itself have
dogged Barcelona over the transfer of
Neymar, who on the pitch has shone for
them in their brilliant three-pronged
attack. The Brazilian shrugged off an
injury that ended his 2014 World Cup
campaign early to play a pivotal role in
Barcelona’s Champions League success. 

Like Suarez, he scored in that final
against Juventus, and collected La Liga
and Copa del Rey winners medals. 

There was no let up last term either as
he scored in the cup final against Sevilla.
Legal problems still hover over the trans-
fer despite a high court judge ruling that
he didn’t believe it could be pursued in
the courts-as the prosecutor takes issue
with that decision. — AFP

SHENZHEN: Pep Guardiola denied dictating to
his Manchester City players exactly what they
can eat and said none were overweight, after
Gael Clichy claimed the new manager had
banned junk food and exiled out-of-shape
stars. Speaking in China, where City are on a
money-spinning pre-season tour, the French
defender told the Guardian newspaper and
other British media that former Barcelona and
Bayern Munich coach Guardiola had wasted no
time in laying down the law.

“You often hear managers say being healthy
is really important. With him, if your weight is
too high, you’re not training with the team.
That is the first thing and you can hear it a lot,
but for my part it’s the first time any manager
has really done it,” Clichy said.

“So we have a few players who are not train-
ing with the team yet. “He cut out some juice
and pizza and all the heavy food is not allowed,”
added the 31-year-old. 

There has been plenty of attention paid to
Guardiola’s new regime on and off the pitch
since his high-profile arrival this summer, but
the Spaniard denied taking a dictatorial
approach with his players. “The nutritionist is

the boss. I’m not a chef. He decides what they
have to eat,” he said, speaking in the southern
Chinese city of Shenzhen, the latest leg of their
stop-start China tour. He also denied his players
had returned to training out of shape: “No, they
are not overweight.”I want my players fit. For
me that is important... I need to get my players
absolutely fit.”

‘NO HOLIDAY’ 
City’s pre-season preparations took a hit on

Monday when their derby against Manchester
United was called off because of the poor pitch
at Beijing’s “Bird’s Nest” Olympic Stadium, fol-
lowing heavy rain. Guardiola, who will be under
pressure to inspire ambitious City to silverware
in his first season, now wants to get on with the
business of playing football. He revealed that
the club were making a frantic push to line up
an English Championship or non-league club
for a friendly next week to replace the lost
Beijing game. “We haven’t travelled here to
China for just a holiday, we have travelled here
to play games,” said Guardiola. “Maybe it’s a les-
son for the people who organised the games.
The pitch is the most important thing.”

The City players arrived in Shenzhen on
Tuesday and were given scorching late after-
noon workouts, and again Wednesday, as they
dusted off the disappointment of the cancelled
Manchester derby. 

Guardiola said he had been enjoying put-
ting the City squad through its paces and
assessing the quality at his disposal.

“Every manager has his own ideas,” he said.
“But it’s impossible to achieve even one victory
if the players don’t want it. They are comfort-
able with the challenge and they are trying to
understand me and I am trying to understand
them as soon as possible.”

The heat in Shenzhen remains as it was in
Beijing - baking - but there seems little chance
of any similar heavy downpours.

So City have been able to get on with the
business at hand-getting match ready for
Borussia Dortmund, who breezed past United
4-1 in Shanghai last Friday.

Guardiola’s men can expect much of the
same Thursday from last season’s Bundesliga
runners-up in front of what is expected to be a
sell-out crowd of around 40,000 at the
Shenzhen Universiade Stadium. — AFP

No Man City players overweight: Guardiola

SHENZHEN: Manchester City’s head coach Pep Guardiola attends a team training session in
Shenzhen, south China’s Guangdong province yesterday. — AFP
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