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LONDON: BAE Systems, the British maker of military equipment,
posted a modest increase in first-half profits yesterday on the
back of rebounding demand from governments worldwide. Net
profits rose almost five percent to £408 million ($536 million, 487
million euros) in the six months to the end of June, compared
with £390 million a year earlier, BAE said in a results statement.
“Despite economic and political uncertainties, governments in
our major markets continue to prioritize national security, with
strong demand for our capabilities,” said chief executive Ian King.

“In the United States, we are seeing encouraging signs of a
return to growth in defense budgets and improved prospects for
our core franchises.”In the UK, the result of the EU referendum
will lead to a period of uncertainty, but we do not anticipate any
material near-term trading impact on our business.” The maker of
Astute submarines and Eurofighter warplanes is gaining new
orders as mounting tensions between its main government
clients in NATO and China and Russia prompt a reversal of mili-
tary-budget cuts that followed the 2008 global recession.

BAE is also seeking customers in new countries and more rev-
enue from outside the defense area through acquisitions in

recent years to bolster its cyber-security business. The company
will meanwhile win an earnings boost after Britain’s parliament
gave the green light last week to replace the ageing submarines
that carry the nation’s nuclear arsenal. British lawmakers
approved the construction of four new submarines to carry the
Trident missile system and their nuclear warheads.

Kuwait’s order
An order that the company’s Italian partner in Eurofighter,

Leonardo-Finmeccanica SpA, signed in April to supply 28 of the
jets to Kuwait, will provide £1 billion worth of work for BAE, it
added yesterday.  Deliveries of the model, which BAE markets as
the Typhoon, continued to the UK and Saudi Arabia, while the
first five Hawk trainer aircraft for Saudi Arabia under a 2012 con-
tract were handed over in the first half, BAE said.  “Our business
benefits from a large order backlog, with established positions on
long-term programs in the US, UK, Saudi Arabia and Australia,”
added the group. “We are well placed to maximize opportunities,
deal with the challenges and continue to generate attractive
shareholder returns.”— AFP 
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Kuwait Consul in Frankfurt 
denies social media reports

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Consul General in the German city of
Frankfurt Dherar Altuwaijri has denied what has been posted
on social media networks regarding clashes between a
Kuwaiti national and German security men at Frankfurt air-
port. Commenting on a footage posted on these networks
regarding the incident, the Consul said that after contacting
officials at the airport, it was shown that the man, who was
quarrelling with the security men, was not a Kuwaiti citizen.
Altuwaijri urged users of social media to abide by accuracy
and objectivity. 

Sudan commends Kuwait’s 
support for Arab solidarity

KHARTOUM: Sudan’s Minister of Cabinet Affairs Ahmed Saad
Omar has lauded Kuwait’s stances backing solidarity among
the Arab states. During a meeting with the Kuwaiti
Ambassador to Sudan, Talal Mansour Al-Hajri whose term in
office has ended, the minister praised the embassy’s efforts to
boost bilateral ties. Omar reiterated his country’s keenness on
enhancing cooperation with Kuwait in administrative training.
He said that the courses organized by the Kuwaiti-based Arab
Institute for Planning, had opened up fresh prospects for bilat-
eral cooperation. He stressed Kuwait’s role for reconstruction
and development in Eastern Sudan. For his part, ambassador
Al-Hajri expressed appreciation for the cooperation shown by
the Sudanese officials during his term in office, as well as their
efforts to consolidate ties between the two countries. 

Iraq’s parliament endorses 
Kuwait aviation agreement 

BAGHDAD: Iraq’s parliament yesterday unanimously
voted to endorse an aviation agreement with Kuwait, the
latest in a series of agreements approved by Baghdad.
The majority of lawmakers voted to approve the agree-
ment, which was finalized by both nations back in 2013,
a media source said. “This agreement aims to facilitate
aviation exchange between Kuwait and Iraq,” the source
added. Moreover, the governments of both countries
sealed the deal during His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah’s visit to
Iraq in June 2013. 

Online shopping up by 
59% in the Middle East 

DUBAI: Online shopping in the Middle East went up by
59 percent according to recent international studies, said
a Kuwaiti businesswoman yesterday. Electronic shop-
ping specialist and owner of the (koot.com) website,
Luma Bourisly told KUNA that international reports by
the likes of (e-Marketer), a US independent research
company, revealed the number of Middle East online
shoppers have increased to around 20 million users. She
added that the value for online shopping in the region
was at $4.9 billion, adding that the number is expected
to reach $10 billion by 2018. The growth of the e-market
in the Middle East will benefit the consumers because of
the competitive prices and the easy access to online out-
lets through computers and smartphones, said Bourisly.
The Kuwaiti businesswoman encouraged Arab ladies to
take a chance and venture into this line of business to
discover their endless potential. 

KUWAIT: Acting Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah (right) receives US
Ambassador to Kuwait Douglas A Silliman. —  KUNA

WASHINGTON: US military officials have reiterated the impor-
tance of lasting relationships with nations in the region,
including Kuwait, in deterrence measures against hostile
threats. These measures include “efforts to formalize basing
with countries like Kuwait, Qatar and Bahrain, and a continued
focus on agreements in place for access, bases and oversight
with countries in the region,” an official said at a Pentagon
panel discussion.

Commander of US Central Command Army Gen Joseph L
Votel also pointed out “posture and presence, including
long-term military relationships with countries like Egypt,”
read a Defense Department statement. Other ways, Votel
suggested, are “building partner capacity and capability.”
Meanwhile, Acting Undersecretary of Defense for Policy
Brian McKeon noted to what he called “gray zone con-
frontations,” which he explained, “occur just below the lev-
el of armed conflict but involve military-backed coercion.”
Groups in the gray zone can use individually-small steps in

aggression, he said, whereby “taking no action will yield an
unacceptable outcome”. 

FM meets diplomats 
In another development, Acting Prime Minister and

Minister Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah yesterday received outgoing US Ambassador to Kuwait
Douglas A Silliman on the occasion of the end of his tenure.
The Kuwaiti minister lauded Ambassador Silliman’s efforts in
promoting ties, wishing him the best in his future ventures.
Meanwhile, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled met separately with new-
ly appointed Ambassadors of Germany and the Vatican to
Kuwait. The Foreign Minister affirmed that Kuwait was eager
to bolster relations with both Germany and the Vatican. He
welcomed the two Ambassadors and wished them the best
during their tenure. The meetings were attended by Deputy
Minister of Foreign Affairs Khaled Suleiman Al-Jarallah in addi-
tion to senior officials at the ministry. — Agencies 

US military officials underscore
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