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WASHINGTON: The United States is
deeply concerned about Israel’s report-
ed plans to build an additional 323 units
in settlements in East Jerusalem on top
of previously announced 770 units in
the settlement of Gilo, the US State
Department said.

Such action by Israel “continues this
pattern of provocative and counterpro-
ductive action,” State Department
spokesman John Kirby said in a state-
ment on Wednesday. Kirby called the
settlement activity “corrosive to the
cause of peace.”

In addition to the plans for East

Jerusalem and Gilo, Kirby cited plans for
other units, including 531 in Ma’ale
Adumim, 19 in Har Homa, 120 in Ramot,
and 30 in Pisgat Ze’ev. He also noted a
plan to legalize an outpost near
Ramallah; and tenders for 42 units in
Kiryat Arba. “These steps by Israeli
authorities are the latest examples of
what appears to be a steady acceleration
of settlement activity that is systemati-
cally undermining the prospects for a
two-state solution,” he said. According to
the advocacy group Peace Now, Israeli
authorities issued tenders for the con-
struction of 323 housing units in East

Jerusalem. Peace Now, which opposes
settlements, said the tenders were for
homes that were offered in the past and
never taken up. Last week, the Jerusalem
municipality filed construction plans for
770 housing units in the settlement of
Gilo, part of a 1,200-home project that
won initial ratification in 2012.

Israel says Jews have a right to live
anywhere in Jerusalem, a city it consid-
ers its “eternal and indivisible capital.”
Palestinians want East Jerusalem as the
capital of a state they seek to establish in
the occupied West Bank and the Gaza
Strip. The United States is also con-

cerned about increased demolitions of
Palestinian houses and buildings in the
West Bank and East Jerusalem, which
“reportedly have left dozens of
Palestinians homeless, including chil-
dren,” Kirby said.

The activity raises doubts over Israel’s
commitment to a negotiated settlement
with the Palestinians. Israel says it carries
out demolitions because Palestinians
had built them without permits.
Palestinians and foreign governments
monitoring settlement activities and
demolitions say permission is nearly
impossible to obtain. — Reuters
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ISTANBUL: The European Union and jour-
nalist associations expressed concern yes-
terday about a widening crackdown on
media in Turkey, calling on Ankara to
respect fundamental freedoms.

As a candidate nation for EU member-
ship, Turkey “needs to aspire to the high-
est possible democratic standard and
practices, including on the freedom of the
media,” said EU spokeswoman Maja
Kocijancic.

Turkey declared a state of emergency
following a failed July 15 coup attempt
that left 290 people dead, and is conduct-
ing a large-scale crackdown on people
suspected of ties to U.S.-based Muslim
cleric Fethullah Gulen, whom the govern-
ment accuses of masterminding the coup.
Gulen himself has denied any knowledge
of the attempted coup.

Turkey has detained nearly 16,000 peo-
ple for suspected links to the failed upris-
ing, and about half of them were formally
arrested to face trial. In total, more than
66,000 people have been suspended or
dismissed from their jobs in the wider
public sector for alleged ties to the Gulen
movement, according to the state-run
Anadolu news agency, including in health
care, education, the judiciary, ministries,
municipalities and even Turkey’s national
airline. “It is worrying that, following the
entry into force of the state of emergency
in Turkey, arrest warrants have been
issued against a large number of journal-
ists and a number of outlets have been
shut down,” Kocijancic told reporters in
Brussels.

Respect the law under
any circumstances

Kocijancic said it was “extremely impor-
tant the Turkish authorities respect under
any circumstances the rule of law, human
rights and fundamental freedoms.” Ankara
has defended the crackdown, saying it is
rooting out people affiliated with Gulen.
Authorities have issued warrants for the
detention of 89 journalists.  Dozens of
media organizations - most of them also
linked or formerly linked to Gulen - were
ordered shuttered late Wednesday. They
include 45 newspapers including the daily
Taraf newspaper, 16 television stations,
including a children’s channel, 23 radio
stations, 15 magazines and 29 publishing
houses. Gulen was a close ally of Erdogan
until tensions between the two came to a

head with corruption allegations against
Erdogan’s inner circle in 2013. For years,
media affiliated with Gulen had been
vocal supporters of Erdogan’s govern-
ment. Some say many of the media affect-
ed by the current crackdown backed
purges against other sectors in the past.
Reporting in the Taraf newspaper was
instrumental in the 2010 trial of pro-secu-
lar military officers accused of plotting
against the government. The officers were
later acquitted on the grounds that much
of the evidence was fabricated. But the
speed and scope of the current crackdown
has alarmed media rights groups.

“The situation came to a point where
local media’s fear of being arrested is lead-
ing to an increasing muzzlement of the
press, thus infringing fundamental human
rights such as freedom of expression and
the public’s right to know,” the
International Federation of Journalists
said. The IFJ said it and the European
Federation of Journalists were calling on
the EU “to take additional steps to hold
Turkish President Erdogan accountable for
press freedom breaches.”

Ozgur Ogret, the Turkey representative
for the Committee to Protect Journalists,
said the latest decree not only shut down
media outlets but also “grants cabinet
members (the power) to shut down any

other media if they deem it to be a threat
to national security.” “I fear this purge may
continue with other opposing media,
especially the Kurdish media,” Ogret said.

Whether those who have detention
orders issued against them “have commit-
ted a crime or did they become wanted
people due to their employer or political
stance is a valid question, considering
Turkey’s past press freedom record,” he
added. “The legal process should be about
evidence of wrongdoing, not political clas-
sification.” Amnesty International also
voiced concerns, saying the “ongoing
crackdown on civil society and the assault
on media freedom has reached disturbing
and unprecedented levels.”

Detentions and arrests have not been
limited to mainstream media, with several
people in the last week having detention
or arrest warrants issued against them on
charges of insulting the president or prais-
ing the coup on social media, according to
Anadolu. “The Turkish government’s news
media shutdown shows how the State of
Emergency law is being used to deny the
right to free speech beyond any legitimate
aim of upholding public order,” Human
Rights Watch said in a statement. Fraser
reported from Ankara, Turkey. Raf Casert
in Brussels and Cinar Kiper in Istanbul con-
tributed. — AP
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PARIS: French officials yesterday identified the second man who
attacked a Normandy church during morning Mass, saying he’s a
19-year-old from eastern France who was spotted last month in
Turkey as he supposedly headed to Syria - but who returned to
France instead. The prosecutor’s office identified him as Abdel-
Malik Nabil Petitjean following DNA tests on his corpse. A security
official confirmed that he was the unidentified man pictured on a
photo distributed to French police on July 22 with a warning that
he could be planning an attack.

Four days later, Petitjean and another 19-year-old local man,
Adel Kermiche, stormed the church in Saint-Etienne-du-Rouvray
during Mass on Tuesday.  They held five people hostage - the
priest, two nuns and an elderly couple - before fatally slashing
the priest’s throat and seriously wounding the other man.
Another nun at the Mass slipped away, raised the alarm, and the
attackers were killed by police as they left the church.

The attack was claimed by the Islamic State group, which
released a video Wednesday allegedly showing Kermiche and his
accomplice clasping hands and pledging allegiance to the group.
Petitjean was born in eastern France, in Saint-Die-des-Vosges, but
recently lived in the Alpine town of Aix-les-Bains where his mother
lives, the prosecutor’s office said. Kermiche was from Saint-Etienne-
du-Rouvray, where the attack took place in northwest France.

Youth held for questioning
A youth believed to be 16 was detained after the church

attack is still being held for questioning, the prosecutor’s office
said. A security official said Turkey spotted Petitjean at a Turkish
airport going to Syria on June 10, and that on June 29 he was
flagged to French authorities and immediately put on a special
watch list.

“But he didn’t go to Syria,” said the official, who was not
authorized to discuss the case and asked not to be identified by
name. “He turned around” and returned to France on June 11.
That information was gleaned as police and intelligence officials
tried to track back to learn the identity of the second attacker.

Although it’s not clear what caused Petitjean to turn around, in
recent months Islamic State propaganda has encouraged Western
recruits in particular not to join extremists in the war zones in Syria
or Iraq but to remain home and carry out attacks. —AP

ISTANBUL: Yesterday A woman walks past the headquarters of ‘Zaman’ news-
paper, after being closed by the government. — AP

SAINT-ETIENNE-DU-ROUVRAY, NORMANDY, FRANCE:
People gather to pay respect with flowers and candles next
to the church where a priest dead on Wednesday. — AP
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