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BATON ROUGE: Vice President Joe Biden and US Attorney
General Loretta Lynch are scheduled to speak at a Baton
Rouge vigil honoring the three law enforcement officers who
were killed by a gunman during a shootout outside a conven-
ience store.

Louisiana Gov. John Bel Edwards and relatives of the slain
officers also are expected to speak during the ceremony at
Healing Place Church, where a funeral was held last Friday for
Baton Rouge Police Officer Matthew Gerald, 41.

Gerald, Sheriff’s Deputy Brad Garafola, 45, and Police
Officer Montrell Jackson, 32, were shot and killed July 17 by
Gavin Long, an Army veteran from Kansas City, Missouri. Long,
29, also wounded three other officers before a SWAT officer
gunned him down.

Sheriff’s Deputy Nicholas Tullier was critically wounded
and has remained in a hospital since the shooting. Authorities
said Long was targeting police when he ambushed the offi-
cers in Baton Rouge, where racial tensions had been mount-
ing amid protests over a deadly police shooting. Alton
Sterling, 37, a black man, was shot and killed during a struggle
with two white police officers July 5. The killing was captured
on cellphone video and circulated widely on the internet.

Jackson, a corporal, was a 10-year veteran of the Baton
Rouge Police Department. He was married and had a 4-
month-old son. Days before he was shot to death, Jackson
posted a message on Facebook about the difficulties of being
both a black man and a police officer in the tumultuous after-
math of Sterling’s shooting.

“Please don’t let hate infect your heart. This city MUST and
WILL get better,” wrote Jackson, whose funeral was Monday.
Garafola, whose funeral was Saturday, is survived by a wife
and four children: sons ages 21 and 12, and daughters ages 15
and 7.

East Baton Rouge Sheriff Sid Gautreaux said Garafola “went
down fighting,” with surveillance video showing him firing at
the gunman as bullets hit the concrete around him. Gerald
was a former Marine and Army veteran who served three
tours in Iraq before joining the police force nine months ago.
His wife, Dechia Gerald - now a widow with two young daugh-
ters - called him “my blue-eyed rock” in a written tribute. She
expressed hope that his legacy will “bridge the gap and foster
peace in the country he lived, loved and died for.”—AP

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA: US President Barack Obama (L) waves with US Presidential nominee Hillary Clinton dur-
ing the third night of the Democratic National Convention at the Wells Fargo Center on Wednesday.—AFP

PHILADELPHIA: Hillary Clinton makes
her case for the White House day,
armed with a ringing endorsement
from President Barack Obama and the
crucial backing of the opponent she
beat to become the Democratic Party
candidate for November’s election.

Capping a Democratic Party conven-
tion that has sought to heal divisions
from a protracted primary battle, for-
mer Secretary of State Clinton, 68, will
accept the nomination to run against
Republican Donald Trump. In doing so,
she will become the first woman presi-
dential candidate of a major US  party.

In her speech in Philadelphia, Clinton
needs to make a convincing argument
that she can bring about change, while
still representing the legacy of Obama,
who is nearing the end of his second
term with high approval ratings. She
also needs to make inroads with voters
who find her untrustworthy.

Seeking to rally the party on
Wednesday night, Obama offered rous-
ing support for Clinton and an opti-
mistic view of the United States that he
contrasted with Trump’s vision.

Clinton, wife of former President Bill
Clinton and a former US senator, was
likely to issue a similarly upbeat mes-
sage.  She aimed to draw on an idea
that has driven her throughout her
career, that every American should be
given the chance to fulfill their poten-
tial, a campaign aide said. Clinton, who
will be introduced on the stage by her
daughter, Chelsea, was still working on
her speech on Thursday, the aide said.

In his speech, Obama urged

Democrats to enable Clinton to finish
the job he started with his election in
2008. “There has never been a man or
woman, not me, not Bill - nobody more
qualified than Hillary Clinton to serve as
president of the United States,” he told
the cheering audience.

“Tonight, I ask you to do for Hillary
Clinton what you did for me. I ask you
to carry her the same way you carried
me,” he said. As he finished, Clinton
joined him on stage where they
hugged, clasped hands and waved to
the crowd.

Clinton lost the Democratic nomina-
tion to Obama in 2008, and went on to
be his secretary of state from 2009 to
2013. She promises to tackle income
inequality, tighten gun control and rein
in Wall Street if she wins the Nov. 8 elec-
tion. Trump, a 70-year-old New York
businessman who has never held politi-
cal  office, is  running just ahead of
Clinton in a RealClearPolitics average of
recent national opinion polls.

He has hammered Clinton as
untrustworthy, and Republicans have
painted her as a Washington insider
who would represent a “third term” for
what they view as failed policies under
Obama’s two-term presidency.

Assault on Trump
The Democratic gathering began on

a note of discord on Monday, with back-
ers of Bernie Sanders, the US senator
from Vermont who lost the nomination
to Clinton, reluctant to get behind her
and noisily booing her name.

But Sanders himself has urged his

supporters to support her, and a string
of party leaders have warmly endorsed
Clinton.  That contrasted with last
week’s Republican convention in
Cleveland, where many party notables
showed their concern about Trump’s
rhetoric and policies by staying away.

Trump, a former reality TV star
whose campaign appearances have
been peppered with insults and tough
talk, has portrayed the country as being
under siege from illegal immigrants,
crime and terrorism and losing influ-
ence in the world. He has proposed a
temporary ban on Muslims entering the
country and a wall along the border
with Mexico to keep illegal immigrants
out. Speakers were scathingly critical of
him on Wednesday night.  Obama took
aim at his campaign slogan and prom-
ise to “Make America Great Again.”
“America is already great,” the president
said. “America is already strong. And I
promise you, our strength, our great-
ness,  does not depend on Donald
Trump.”

Vice President Joe Biden called
Trump an opportunist with no clue
about how to make America great. Vice
presidential nominee Tim Kaine, a US
senator from Virginia, said Trump is a “a
one-man wrecking crew” who cannot
be trusted in the Oval Office.

Former New York Mayor Michael
Bloomberg,  a  Republ ican-turned-
independent media mogul,  joined
t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  g a t h e r i n g  t o  c a l l
Trump’s presidential bid a “con” and
rip into his history of bankruptcies
and lawsuits.—Reuters
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Hindu man shot
dead in Pakistan

KARACHI: Unknown gunmen have shot dead a Hindu man
in a southern Pakistani town, police said, after a burnt
Quran prompted days of religious tension in the area. Police
were patrolling the streets in Ghotki, around 420 kilometers
north of Karachi in Sindh province, in an effort to halt any
potential unrest, authorities said yesterday. 

“Unknown gunmen yesterday (Wednesday) shot dead an
18-year-old Hindu boy and wounded another,” senior police
official Masood Bangash told AFP.

Bangash said another Hindu man was arrested in the
town four days earlier after burnt copies of Islam’s holy
book were found at  the local  mosque.  Pakistan has
extremely strict laws against blasphemy, including the
death penalty for insulting the Prophet Mohammad (PBUH)
Even unfounded rumors can stir mob lynchings and vio-
lence. “So far no arrests have been made in connection with
the shooting and it is too early to link the killing of Hindu
man with the Quran burning incident,” he added. Bangash
said that after several  days of  tension markets have
reopened and city life had returned to normal, but police
were patrolling in the area.

Pakistan is rife with violence against religious minorities,
with the Taleban and other militant groups regularly target-
ing Christian, Sikhs, Hindus,  Ahmadi and Shiite communi-
ties in the country.—AFP


