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Muhammad Ali, who riveted 

world as ‘The Greatest’, dies

‘Float like a butterfly and sting like a bee’ 

KUWAIT: Any expat caught begging during Ramadan
will be subjected to immediate deportation, said a press
statement by the Ministry of Interior yesterday. The
Ministry of Interior has set in place a plan, in conjunc-
tion with the Municipality and the Ministry of Awqaf
and Islamic Affairs, to track down beggars in areas
known for their congregation such as near mosques,
shopping centers, malls and certain neighborhoods, to
name a few, said the statement.

Continued on Page 13

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah congratulated the Kuwaiti public and expatriates
on the advent of the holy month of Ramadan. An Amiri
Diwan statement said yesterday that HH the Amir, HH the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and the Al-Sabah family will be receiving well-wishers on
the first, second and third days of Ramadan between 9:00
pm and 10:00 pm at the Al-Sabah Diwan at Bayan Palace. It
also expressed best wishes of more prosperity, safety and
development for the Arab and Muslim worlds. — KUNA 
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PHOENIX: He was fast of fist and foot - lip, too - a heavy-
weight champion who promised to shock the world and did.
He floated. He stung.  Mostly he thrilled, even after the punch-
es had taken their toll and his voice barely rose above a whis-
per. He was The Greatest. Muhammad Ali died Friday at age
74, according to a statement from the family. He was hospital-
ized in the Phoenix area with respiratory problems earlier this
week, and his children had flown in from around the country.

One of Ali’s daughters described her father’s last moments
in an Instagram post, saying his heart wouldn’t stop beating
for 30 minutes after all of his other organs failed. Hana Ali

said the family was surrounding her father, hugging and kiss-
ing him, holding his hands and chanting an Islamic prayer,
while his heart kept beating as his other organs gave out. “No
one had even seen anything like it. A true testament to the
strength of his Spirit and Will!” she wrote.

With a wit as sharp as the punches he used to “whup”
opponents, Ali dominated sports for two decades before
time and Parkinson’s disease, triggered by thousands of
blows to the head, ravaged his magnificent body, muted his
majestic voice and ended his storied career in 1981. He won
and defended the heavyweight championship in epic fights
in exotic locations, spoke loudly on behalf of blacks, and
famously refused to be drafted into the Army during the
Vietnam War because of his Muslim beliefs. 

Revered by millions worldwide and reviled by millions
more, Ali cut quite a figure, 6-foot-3 and 210 pounds in his
prime. “Float like a butterfly, sting like a bee,” his cornermen
exhorted, and he did just that in a way no heavyweight had
ever fought before.  — AP

SEE PAGES 19 & 20

MANILA: In this Oct 1, 1975 file photo, spray flies from the head of challenger Joe Frazier as heavyweight
champion Muhammad Ali connects with a right in the ninth round of their title fight. Ali, the magnificent
heavyweight champion whose fast fists and irrepressible personality transcended sports and captivated the
world, has died, according to a statement released by his family on Friday. He was 74. —AP  
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