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KUWAIT: Dominating the table during
the Holy Month of Ramadan, tradition-
al sweets such as ‘Al-Gubbait’, Cotton
Candy, and others become the most
common desserts enjoyed by Kuwaitis
of all ages. Shops selling these desserts
flourish during Ramadan with many
customers buying loads of these items
to satisfy their ‘sweet tooth’. “There are
certain kinds of traditional sweet pre-
pared for the Holy Month of Ramadan
and our shop takes care of attending

to the needs of the masses,” Abdullah
Ahmad Buftain, owner of Al-Kawakeb
(planets) shop said. Carrying on a lega-
cy which began in the mid-1940s,
Buftain said that the shop, established
by Rashed bin Jum’a Buftain, contin-
ued to serve Kuwaitis with the most
delicious sweets since opening.

He added that different sweets were
made to accommodate the needs of
clients each season. Sweets are made
100 percent local ly  with very few

materials being imported from abroad,
he noted. Buftain said that each type
of sweet was carefully prepared to
make sure that the final product was
topnotch. According to him, many of
the local sweets shared a common her-
itage amongst the countries in the
region; however, Kuwait did excel in
producing ‘Rahash’ ,  a  thick paste
dessert with a strong sugary flavor def-
initely not suitable for those with dia-
betes. —KUNA

Dessert shops flourish 
Kuwaitis enjoy ‘Al-Gubbait’, Cotton Candy

GCC nations make
‘substantial 

progress’ on oil
prices decline 

WASHINGTON: The International Monetary Fund (IMF) said
that Gulf Cooperation Council states have made “substantial
progress” in facing the impacts of the drop in oil prices, partic-
ularly on “fiscal consolidation.” Lower oil prices have pushed
up borrowing costs, reduced bank liquidity, dampened credit
growth and poses financial stability risks, while the conflicts in
the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region continue to
cause severe economic damage, read an IMF report.

The 51-page report mentioned that a sizable “fiscal, exter-
nal, financial, and structural” policy adjustment is needed to
face the “serious and persistent impacts” of the drop in oil
prices. “Most GCC oil exporters enter this challenging period
from a position of strength, having built up large financial
buffers during the years of high oil prices. “These resources
can be drawn down in the coming years to smooth out - but
not avoid - the adjustment to lower oil revenues,” it added.

However, the fiscal outlook remains “challenging despite
the consolidation measures adopted so far, and additional
sustained policy effort will be needed over a number of years,”
it said. “Policymakers will need to be proactive in addressing
the challenges posed by lower oil prices for the financial sys-
tem, and should step up structural reforms to boost medium-
term growth prospects.” It said that deep structural reforms
are necessary to improve medium-term prospects and facili-
tate much-needed diversification in order to create jobs for
the growing labor force. Outside the hydrocarbon sector, GCC
countries have a number of key enterprises that might gain
from privatization, like utilities, it mentioned.  —KUNA

Crime
R e p o r t

Fires, falls, car accidents
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Fire broke out in a flat in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh. Five
ambulances were dispatched as a precautionary measure.
Firemen told paramedics there may be three children trapped
inside. Farwaniya hospital was told to be on the ready. The
children were rescued by firemen, meanwhile a fireman was
taken to hospital for treatment of smoke inhalation.

Other accidents in Kuwait this week
A car accident took place on Sixth Ring Road near Saad Al-
Abdallah area. A 30 year old Kuwaiti suffered a shoulder
injury. Another car accident took place on Kabd road injur-
ing a 22 year old Kuwaiti in the head. In another vehicle
accident, a  48 year old Indian complained of pain in the
chest and leg, as his car flipped over on King Faisal road. A
car accident on King Fahad Road resulted in a 50 year old
Egyptian sustaining head and pelvis injuries.

Accidental falls
A 19 year old bedoon suffered a compound fracture in his left leg
after falling from a high place in industrial Ardhiya. An Egyptian
sustained a right thigh injury after falling in Jabriya. He is 56 years
old. A 58 year old Indian sustained a wound in the head, pain in
the back and bruised legs following a fall in Jaber Al-Ahmad city.
A 30 year old Thai died of injuries he sustained from a fall. He had
fractured skull and severe bleeding. A 30 year old Indian sus-
tained a deep wound in the head after falling in Wafra farms.

Pay their fines online

Interior Ministry Assistant Undersecretary for Traffic
Affairs Major General Adballah Al-Muhanna said that
starting Sunday (and for one month), the traffic depart-
ment will open all locked traffic violations - except for vio-
lations of driving without a license for non-Kuwaitis, high
speed and 2016 violations. He said violators can pay their
fines via Interior Ministry’s website, or traffic departments,
in addition to service centers in the governorates.

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Police arrested the following
while begging in various residential
and commercial areas.
l Iman Yahya Ersan Al -Zula ikhat

(Jordanian) - Family visa sponsored
by Yahya Habis Kareem.

l Majida Yahya Habis (Jordanian) -
Family visa, sponsored by her father
Yahya Habis  Kareem. They were
arrested whi le  begging in
Shuwaikh.

l Shah Murad Mousa (Pakistani  -
working in a farm) - Visa sponsored
by Mohammad Hamyan Nafel Al-

Arada. He was arrested near Yarmuk
co-op.

l Thajliya Mislem Khalaf (Bedoon).
She was arrested in Sabah Al-Nasser
area and had KD 27 on her.

l Hamda Ouda Hazzaa (Bedoon). She
had KD 102 with her.

l Yasmeen Hassan Ibrahim
(Lebanese) - She was sponsored by
Hassan Anwar Ibrahim.  She was
begging in old Salmiya area market.
She had KD 33 with her.

l Yanthaya (Indian) - She was beg-
ging in  f ront  of  Al  Khurainej
mosque and her visa was sponsored
by Hanan Abdelhussein Karam.

l Hiwata Natriji Lilian (Sri Lankan) -
She was arrested while begging in
Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh malls.

l Nuaimat  Fa isa l  ( Jordanian)  -
Arrested while begging with KD 35
in her possession.

l Najah Nour-eddein  Al -Sayed
Abdallah (Egyptian) - Sponsored by
Jaber Farghaly Suleiman Ramadan,
with her children Alhassan Jaber,
Alhussein Jaber and Mustafa Jaber.
They were caught begging in front
of Al-Tarkeet mosque in Khaldiya.
Some of the suspects have been

deported. Juveniles were sent to juve-
niles care.

Beggars arrested


