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The Amiri Diwan thanks 
Ramadan well-wishers

KUWAIT: The Amiri Diwan expressed yesterday grati-
tude to citizens and residents who congratulated His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and Al-Sabah
Family on the occasion of the Holy Month Ramadan.
The Diwan expressed congratulations to citizens and
residents on the blessed occasion, wishing them all the
best and more prosperity for Kuwait under the wise
leadership of His Highness the Amir and His Highness
the Crown Prince. 

US ambassador to Qatar 
apologizes over flag video

DUBAI: The US ambassador to Qatar is apologizing online to
those offended by a video of American troops in front of a
Qatari flag. Ambassador Dana Shell Smith wrote yesterday on
Twitter to a series of users that she “apologized to the gov-
ernment of Qatar” and asked the US military to investigate
the incident. The US Embassy in Doha confirmed the tweets
sent on the ambassador’s account were genuine, but
declined to immediately discuss the video. Qatar’s Foreign
Ministry said it summoned Smith over the video. The video
online showed two US soldiers in fatigues standing in front of
a US and a Qatari flag. One soldier appears to jokingly act like
he can’t say the name Qatar, likely due to security reasons. 

EPA, PAAET sign MoU in 
environment research

KUWAIT: The Environment Public Authority (EPA) and
the Public Authority for Applied Education and Training
(PAAET) signed a memorandum of understanding to
boost cooperation in environmental scientific research.
The agreement involves sharing experience, organizing
events to bring awareness towards environment protec-
tion and providing technical consultation in the field,
EPA Director General Sheikh Abdullah Ahmad Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah said in a statement while signing the
memorandum yesterday. He noted that the authority is
eager to fully implement the new environment law and
set a number of scientific programs aiming to achieve
sustainable development. On his part, PAAET Director
General Ahmad Al-Athari said the five-year-long memo-
randum will give graduates of the health science depart-
ment the opportunity to work and train at EPA. 

Kuwait leaders send cable of 
condolences to Saudi royalty

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable yesterday to Saudi Monarch
King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, expressing his sorrow
over the death of Princess Luluwa bint Saud bin Abdulaziz
Al-Saud. His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent
similar cables. 

KUWAIT: Minister of Education and Minister of Higher
Education Dr Badr Al-Essa yesterday expressed his ministry’s
keenness to use all technological means and e-learning
methodology at schools in order to raise the educational sys-
tem in the country. Al-Essa said in a statement to reporters
on the sidelines of a Farwaniya educational directorate
forum to display achievements of its strategy for the aca-
demic year (2015 -2016) that developed countries use tech-
nology due to the importance of keeping pace with global
developments in the education domain.  He said the
Farwaniya educational directorate’s strategy is consistent
with the Ministry’s educational development vision, reflect-
ing educational directorates’ commitment to the ministry’s
relevant policies. He explained that the use of tablets and
iPads at schools came to develop and update the means of
education in the country. 

Sharjah Foundation 
In  another development,  Sharjah International

Foundation for the History of Arab and Muslim Sciences has
nominated President of the Kuwait Research and Studies
Center Dr Abdullah Al-Ghunaim as a member of the founda-
tion’s Board of Trustees, which is headed by the emirate’s
ruler, Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin Mohammed Al Qasimi. Al-
Ghunaim told Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) on Thursday
that the foundation, whose membership includes a number
of Arab and Muslim scientists and researchers, contributes
to the promotion of the efforts and contributions of Arabs
and Muslims to contemporary science and humanity.

He added that the foundation, which is tasked with
reviving the scientific and Islamic heritage, acts as a
bridge for dialogue and communication and an arena for
interaction between different cultures through confer-

ences, seminars, workshops and exhibitions. He stated
that the foundation promotes interest in researchers in
the field of Arab and Islamic scientific heritage and care
for those interested in doing research and publicize their
activities, in addition to supporting them regionally and
globally. He added that his nomination goes in line with
his interests in the history of science at the Arabs which
forms part of his scientific career. —Agencies 

Minister Al-Essa promotes 
e-learning methodology 

Al-Ghunaim nominated Sharjah Foundation’s board member

Minister of Education and Minister of Higher
Education Dr Badr Al-Essa seen at the Farwaniya
educational directorate forum. —KUNA

Human trafficking racket 
busted, women rescued

KUWAIT: A Zimbabwean woman and a
female citizen who runs a domestic
help office in Hawally were sent to
criminal detectives before being sent
to the public prosecution in charge of
human trafficking. The charges were
brought against them after the domes-
tic help administration completed a
full report about the Zimbabwean
woman and the office ownerís involve-
ment in huge human trafficking racket. 

They allegedly lured scores of
Zimbabwean women into Kuwait to
work in good jobs for salaries ranging
between $750 - $1000. But when they
arrive, their passports would be taken
away and they would be forced to
work as maids for salaries as low as KD
70, though many of them have good
qualifications. 

A security source said that the arrest
of the Zimbabwean woman came fol-
lowing serious efforts by domestic help
administration and after receiving
instructions to find facts about interna-
tional complaints regarding workers
being brought from Zimbabwe and
involving them in jobs including pros-
titution. The department rescued all
Zimbabwean women and found out
that their number is 350. The source
said 180 of them were summoned for
questioning and allowed them to leave
the country without any hassles. 

The source said that Director of the
Domestic Help Administration suspect-

ed a Zimbabwean woman of being
member of the human trafficking net-
work. He said the administration
noticed that the Zimbabwean embassy
was insisting on deporting the woman
quickly. However, the repatriation
process was stopped and she was ques-
tioned. She reportedly confessed to
being one of the network members.
She said that she used to go to her
country to convince women to come to
Kuwait for salaries of $750 - $1000, and
that they would work in hospitals. But
when they arrive, their passports would
be forfeited and that would be forced
to work as domestic helpers in cooper-
ation with the office owner. She said
that she receives money in exchange of
bringing women to the country.

Expat questioned
Interior Ministry Assistant

Undersecretary for General Security
Affairs Maj Gen Ibrahim Al-Tarrah sent
a Frenchman of a north African origin
to state security for questioning.
However, he will be allowed to go to
Saudi Arabia for Umra.

A security source said police that
they received a call from worshippers
from a mosque in Daiya area about a
person who was found in suspicious
behavior and was noticed praying in a
strange manner. He was wearing a
short dishdasha and a beard. So they
suspected him of some Daesh connec-

tion. The source said preliminary inter-
rogations revealed that the Frenchman
came to Kuwait two days ago on his
way to perform Umra.

Bedoon girl in hospital
A bedoon girl was admitted to the

ICU after she ingested six vials into her
body in an attempt to reduce her
weight.  A gastric lavage was per-
formed on her to clear her stomach. A
security source said that Jahra hospital
investigator told the security direc-
torate that a girl was brought by her
brother thinking she attempted sui-
cide. But following questioning of her
family members, it was found out that
she attempted to reduce her weight so
that she would get a good-looking
body before her graduation. However,
but she suffered a sharp drop in her
blood pressure and collapsed.

KD 12,000 stolen
A citizen told Sharq police that KD

12,000 disappeared from his car at a
car wash station. He said the money,
which he just withdrew from a bank
was in the car. But the money disap-
peared when the workers finished the
wash. In another case, criminal evi-
dence experts went to Salmiya fire cen-
ter to investigate the theft of KD 800
following a complaint from the head of
the center Major Yousuf Al-Qallaf.


