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BEIRUT: Terrified medical staff rushed to
rescue nine newborns after heavy bomb-
ing near a children’s hospital in Syria’s
divided Aleppo city, according to the lead-
ing paediatrician there. In a statement
published by The Syria Campaign advoca-
cy group, Dr Hatem, the chief of the Al-
Hakim children’s hospital, described the
aftermath of a raid that struck just outside
the facility on Wednesday. 

“It was a horrible moment. The nurses
were trampling each other to rush the
babies to the basement, while many of
them started to cry,” said Dr Hatem, whose
full name was not disclosed.

Government bombardment of rebel-

held eastern Aleppo hit within a few hun-
dred metres (yards) of three medical facili-
ties on Wednesday, including near Al-
Hakim and near the Al-Bayan hospital,
leaving at least 15 civilians dead. At Al-
Hakim, nurses were worried the newborns
would breathe in the dust and debris in
the wake of the raid, Dr Hatem said. “As
my staff moved the incubators, I went to
tell the people in the waiting room to
leave the hospital. I ordered them to
‘Leave now! There might be a second
attack,’” Dr Hatem said. “We expected that
it would happen one day, and today is
that day. There are now only 18 incubators
left in eastern Aleppo.”

The newborns all survived but the hos-
pital was left inoperable. Founded in mid-
2012, the hospital has been forced to relo-
cate multiple times in fear of government
raids, said its funder, the Independent
Doctors Association. Syria’s brutal conflict
has killed more than 280,000 people and
has seen hospitals destroyed across the
country. In April, Dr Hatem mourned the
death of his colleague Mohammad
Wassim Maaz, killed in an air strike at
Aleppo’s Al-Quds hospital. Dr Hatem
pledged to repair and reopen the Al-
Hakim hospital, which served roughly
3,800 patients each month.

“I want every president to imagine that

one of these newborns were his own son
or daughter. Whatever they would do for
their sons if they were bombed, they must
do for these newborns.” Doctors in oppo-
sition-controlled parts of Aleppo city have
raised alarm over medical conditions
there, particularly as the last route out into
the rest of the province is under near-daily
bombardment.  “Aleppans’ options are
running out,” said Dr Samah Bassas of the
Syria Relief Network, an umbrella organi-
zation of 60 humanitarian groups in Syria.
“The bombs we are used to. But if we are
to be held under siege, hunger and dis-
ease will quickly take hold. Even more
death is inevitable,” she said. — AFP 

Hospital workers rushed to save newborns after Aleppo attacks

BAGHDAD:  An Iraqi fireman sits after fire was extinguished at the site of car bomb attack in the mostly Shiite neighbor-
hood of Jadida in the Iraqi capital yesterday. — AFP

BAGHDAD: Two suicide bombings that
killed about 25 people in Baghdad yes-
terday were claimed by Islamic State,
whose stronghold of Falluja near the
capital is surrounded by Iraqi forces
which are now advancing on the city.
The ultra-hardline Sunni insurgents said
one attack was carried out with a car
laden with explosives and the second
with an explosive vest.

Iraqi forces began an offensive
against Falluja, 50 km west of Baghdad,
on May 23 after a series of deadly bomb-
ings hit Shiite districts of the capital. The
troops yesterday began advancing
against the militants inside the city, after
completing its encirclement last week. A
police officer said a suicide car bomb
had targeted a commercial street of
Baghdad Al-Jadeeda (New Baghdad), in
the east of the capital, killing 17 people
and wounding over 50. 

A man wearing an explosive belt
blew himself up at checkpoint near the
barracks of Taji, just north of Baghdad,

killing seven soldiers and wounding
more than 20, he said.

Islamic State “has a long experience
in establishing small multiple networks
that have the ability to operate inde-
pendently from each other,” said
Baghdad-based analyst and former army
general Jasim Al-Bahadli. Falluja is a his-
toric bastion of the Sunni insurgency,

first against the US occupation of Iraq, in
2003, and then against the Shiite-led
authorities that took over the country.
Finance Minister Hoshiyar Zebari last
week he expected that the recovery of
Falluja would take time as the militants
had dug tunnels and planted explosive
devices in roads and houses to impede
the military advance. — Reuters

Baghdad bombings kill 25 
as Falluja siege continues 

Years after fall of 
Mosul, Iraqis struggle
to accept exiled lives

ERBIL: Under a scorching sun, men in northern Iraq work to
replace dirt roads with asphalt as a mechanical paver rumbles
nearby. The laborers are from Harshm camp, which is sheltering
1,500 people who fled their homes when Islamic State seized
Iraq’s second biggest city, Mosul, in June 2014. There are some
3.4 million Iraqis like them, people uprooted in their own country. 

Aid workers fear a planned offensive to retake Mosul,
Islamic State’s de facto capital in Iraq, later this year will result
in fresh displacement and a deeper humanitarian crisis. “We
hope that they will be able to go back home, but how and
when, no one knows,” Harshm camp manager Ahmad Abdo
told the Thomson Reuters Foundation. “Roads are being
paved and people are realizing that (living in a camp) is more
long-term.” Ahead of the two-year anniversary of Mosul’s
capture by the group also known as ISIS, the Thomson
Reuters Foundation interviewed several displaced Iraqis
about their experience:

Omar Mohammad, 35, Sunni Arab:
On the day Islamic State seized Mosul, Omar Mohammad,

then a policeman, received orders from his superiors to leave
the city. “When the army pulled back, we did too because we
had no weapons,” the father of three recalled. Unlike many
men who fled, Mohammad was able to find a job as a cleaner
in an exclusive gated residential compound in Erbil, the capi-
tal of Iraq’s Kurdish region.

However, he said he never received his full salary and quit
after two months. “We were begging them to give us money,
they only gave us part of it,” he said. Over the past two years
Mohammad has taken to selling food and other items he
receives from aid organizations to make up for the lack of
income. But still, he says, the money is never enough for his
family. The young father is sheepish about inviting guests
inside his prefabricated shelter. He would rather chat outside
- the family cannot afford a cooling system and their living
room is dark and stifling.

But perhaps Mohammad’s biggest worry is the family’s
mental health which he says is deteriorating. His wife and
children left Mosul after him. “My oldest child has become
paranoid because when they left Mosul they saw a lot of
beheaded bodies and heard gunshots,” Mohammad said,
lighting a cigarette. “At night he’s afraid of the dark and he
loses his temper quickly.” For Mohammad life inside the
camp is often suffocating. With too much time on his hands
he often reminisces about the days he used to patrol Mosul
and blames the Iraqi government for the city falling into
Islamic State hands. “I don’t think Mosul will be liberated for
another one or two years. If I have the money maybe I will
emigrate to Sweden,” he said.

Aziza, 32, Kurdish
Aziza hands her iPhone to her daughter in an effort to dis-

tract the squirming toddler. “She has asthma and needs med-
ical help,” said Aziza, who requested anonymity. With her
husband and four children, Aziza fled their hometown, just 15
km (10 miles) from Mosul, as the battle for control of the area
drew near. Since moving to Erbil Aziza’s husband has been
unable to find a job, forcing the family to borrow money to
buy medication for their young daughter. — Reuters

ALGIERS: Algerian troops have killed
four suspected jihadists in an ambush
south of the capital Algiers, the defense
ministry said yesterday.  

A ministry statement said soldiers
late Wednesday swooped on militants in
the mountainous Medea region, 80 kilo-
meters from Algiers,  adding that
firearms and ammunition were seized.
Last year, the army killed or arrested 157

“terrorists”-the term Algeria’s authorities
use for Islamist militants-according to
ministry figures. A brutal civil war in the
1990s between the government and
Islamists claimed around 200,000 lives.
Despite adopting a peace and reconcili-
ation charter in 2005 aimed at turning
the page on the conflict, armed groups
remain active in central and eastern
Algeria. — AFP 

Algeria troops
kill 4 militants


