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TEL AVIV:  Israeli Defense Minister Avigdor Lieberman (4th L) is surrounded by security forces as he visits the site of a
shooting attack the previous night at a shopping complex yesterday. — AFP

TEL AVIV: Israel clamped down on Palestinian movements and
boosted security yesterday after Palestinian gunmen shot dead
four people at a popular Tel Aviv nightspot, the deadliest attack
in a months-long wave of violence. Surveillance video seemingly
from the moment of the attack that spread online showed the
two assailants, dressed in black suits and ties, calmly walking into
a cafe before pulling out guns and opening fire on its terrace.

Most patrons fled in panic, though some fought back at the
cafe at Sarona Market in Israel’s commercial capital. At one point,
one of the attackers violently threw a handgun to the ground as
two victims lay motionless on the terrace. Five people were
wounded in addition to the four killed. The cafe remained open
yesterday and was about half full in the afternoon, despite wide-
spread shock among Israelis over the attack. On the grass nearby,
dozens of teenagers sat in a circle playing guitars and singing:
“Don’t be afraid, if you are alone, be strong.”

Officials said they were suspending entry permits for more
than 80,000 Palestinians during the holy Muslim month of
Ramadan in a move that was likely to further stoke tensions. Israel
was also sending two additional battalions-hundreds more
troops into the occupied West Bank. Those killed were all Israelis,
identified as Ido Ben Aryeh, 42, Ilana Nave, 39, Michael Feige, 58,
and Mila Mishayev, 32, police said. They said one of the attackers
was arrested, while the other was wounded by gunfire and had
undergone surgery.

They were identified as Khaled Mohammad Makhamrah, 22,
and his cousin Mohammad Ahmad Makhamrah, 21, both from
the Hebron area in the West Bank. Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu visited the scene after what he called the “cold-blood-
ed terrorist murder”. “We discussed a range of offensive and
defensive steps which we shall take in order to act against this
phenomenon,” Netanyahu’s office quoted him as saying. “There
will be intensive action by the police, the army and other security
services, not just to catch every accomplice to this murder but
also to prevent further incidents.”

The shooting serves as a first major test for new hardline
Defense Minister Avigdor Lieberman, sworn in on May 30 and
who has in the past threatened severe action against Palestinian
“terrorists.” He also visited the scene yesterday and ordered lunch
at the cafe where the attack occurred, promising action but with-
out giving details.  Israel’s security cabinet met later the same day.
A spokesman for Hamas, the Palestinian Islamist movement that
runs the Gaza Strip and which is also present in the West Bank,

called the attack a “heroic operation”. It was not yet clear if the
attackers were acting alone of as part of a larger plot.

Ramadan measures  
One of Israel’s first responses was to revoke tens of thousands

of Palestinian entry permits. COGAT, the defense ministry unit
which manages civilian affairs in the West Bank, said that 83,000
Palestinians would be affected. The measures included freezing
permits for 204 relatives of one of the alleged attackers. Israel’s
army locked down the Palestinian town of Yatta, where the
attackers were from, with soldiers patrolling and stopping cars as
they entered and exited. The shooting drew international con-
demnation, including from the United States and European
Union. The UN special coordinator for the Middle East peace
process, Nickolay Mladenov, said “all must reject violence and say
no to terror”. “I am also shocked to see Hamas welcome the terror
attack,” he said in a statement.

Stalled peace efforts  
Violence since October has killed at least 207 Palestinians, 32

Israelis, two Americans, an Eritrean and a Sudanese. Most of the
Palestinians killed were carrying out knife, gun or car-ramming
attacks, according to Israeli authorities. Others were killed in
clashes with security forces or by Israeli air strikes in the Gaza
Strip. The violence has steadily declined in recent weeks, though
attacks have continued.

Shooting attacks have been rare, though Tel Aviv has seen two
other major incidents this year. In March, as US Vice President Joe
Biden visited, a Palestinian went on a stabbing spree along the
Tel Aviv waterfront, killing an American tourist and wounding 12
people. On January 1, an Arab Israeli killed three people in a ram-
page in Tel Aviv. Many analysts say Palestinian frustration with
Israeli occupation and settlement-building in the West Bank, the
complete lack of progress in peace efforts and their own fractured
leadership have fed the unrest. Israel says incitement by
Palestinian leaders and media is a leading cause of the violence.

Last week in Paris, representatives from 28 countries, the Arab
League, European Union and United Nations met to discuss ways
of restarting Israeli-Palestinian peace efforts. Negotiations have
been at a complete standstill since a US-led initiative collapsed in
April 2014. At the Tel Aviv cafe yesterday, Simon and Keren Bar
said they considered themselves lucky to be alive. “We were sup-
posed to be here last night,” Simon Bar said. — AFP

Hamas calls the attack 
a ‘heroic operation’

Israel clamps down after deadly cafe attack

Sudanese play 
shines spotlight
on migrant crisis

KHARTOUM: As the small fishing boat is tossed around by a
stormy Mediterranean, fear grips the African migrants
crammed inside when they realize their flimsy vessel has
begun to sink. The scene is all too real for the thousands
attempting the treacherous sea voyage to Europe each year in
search of a better life. It has been recreated in “Boat of Death”,
a play performed by Sudanese artists to highlight the perils of
the wave of migrant sea crossings. “The main theme of the
play is to deliver a message to the youth, to stop illegal migra-
tion and human trafficking,” director Maher Saad told AFP
after a performance at the Ethiopian embassy in Khartoum
last weekend.

Dozens of spectators, including many Ethiopians, attended
the show. “I believe that theatre can deliver such a message
because it has a direct and immediate impact,” Saad said. The
play comes as the UN’s refugee agency UNHCR accused
Sudan, a key transit route for migrants, of forcibly deporting
more than 400 Eritreans last month. Many of those sent back
were allegedly arrested as they tried to enter Libya from
Sudan, which the European Union is working with in a bid to
manage the flow of people hoping to cross the
Mediterranean.

Human Rights Watch also criticized Khartoum, saying that
those sent back to Eritrea were likely to face abuse from
authorities there. The United Nations says that around 5,000
Eritreans risk their lives each month to flee their country.
“Many of those travelling through Libya or perishing along
the way have transited through Sudan,” said Dalia El-Roubi, a
spokeswoman for the International Organization for
Migration, which funded “Boat of Death”. The 45-minute play,
already performed three times in Khartoum, is expected to be
staged in other cities as well.

Sophisticated network
“Boat of Death”, with its haunting background score, ends

in tragedy when migrants perish after their boat sinks. Before
setting sail, the characters negotiate with a smuggler, who
subjects them to abuse and beats them. “I wrote this play so
that we reflect on these tragedies,” said its author Rabia
Youssef. “We have tried to keep the play simple, so that it can
be performed on a small stage.” Roubi said people smugglers
were to blame for tragedies such as that depicted during the
performance. “A sophisticated network of smugglers and traf-
fickers enable movement of people from and through Sudan
towards other countries,” she said. As Europe struggles with
its worst migration crisis since World War II, UNHCR said last
month that some 204,000 migrants and refugees had crossed
the Mediterranean to Europe since January. — AFP

‘Ramadan row’ behind fire 
at German refugee shelter

BERLIN: A quarrel over meal times during the Muslim holy
month of Ramadan likely sparked an arson attack that
destroyed a German refugee shelter, said a report yesterday
quoting prosecutors. The huge blaze in the western city of
Duesseldorf on Tuesday completely leveled a hall that
housed 282 male asylum seekers mostly from Syria, Iraq,
Afghanistan and North African countries, with 28 people suf-
fering from smoke inhalation. Police have detained eight
men allegedly involved in the dispute, including two men
suspected of arson, both Moroccans aged 26, one of whom
allegedly poured a flammable liquid onto a mattress and set
it alight. Witnesses reported that there had been recurring
tensions between followers of different religions in the Red
Cross-run facility.

“During this time of Ramadan, there was one group that
wanted to strictly observe the fast, and another that insisted
on the usual timetables and usual servings,” said Ralf
Herrenbrueck, spokesman for the prosecutors service. “This
had led on several occasions to disputes and altercations with
officials of the German Red Cross,” he said in an interview with
public broadcaster WDR. “It got to the point where threats
were made over what would happen if things didn’t change,
and that one threat was obviously implemented.” Since the
start of the year, police had been called 89 times to the 6,000-
square-metre (65,000 square feet) hall, which was formerly
part of the city’s congress centre, reports said. — AFP 


