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WASHINGTON: Sen Elizabeth Warren is
using Donald Trump’s criticism of a federal
judge to launch a broadside against con-
gressional Republican leaders and Trump
himself, in her latest stinging attack on the
presumptive GOP presidential nominee.
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell,
R-Ky, and House Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis,
have condemned Trump’s claims that US
District Judge Gonzalo Curiel can’t preside
fairly over a case involving Trump
University because the US-born Curiel is of
Mexican descent and Trump wants to
build a wall with Mexico.

“Judge Curiel is one of countless
American patriots who has spent decades
quietly serving his country, sometimes at
great risk to his own life. Donald Trump is a
loud, nasty, thin-skinned fraud who has
never risked anything for anyone and serves
nobody but himself. And that is just one of
the many reasons why he will never be
president,” Warren says.

But Warren, D-Mass., says McConnell
and Ryan are really no better than Trump
on the issue of judges. She cites what she
contends is McConnell’s blockade of
President Barack Obama’s judicial nomi-
nees including Supreme Court pick Merrick
Garland, and Ryan’s acquiescence in the
strategy. “Paul Ryan and Mitch McConnell
want Donald Trump to appoint the next
generation of judges. They want those
judges to tilt the law to favor big business
and billionaires like Trump. They just want
Donald to quit being so vulgar and obvious
about it,” Warren says.

“Donald Trump chose racism as his
weapon, but his aim is exactly the same as
the rest of the Republicans. Pound the
courts into submission to the rich and pow-
erful.” Warren made the comments in a
speech she planned to give to the American
Constitution Society. Her office released
excerpts in advance. The liberal lawmaker
increasingly has tangled with Trump, taking
on a role that she seems able to execute
more effectively than other Democrats,

including presumptive presidential nomi-
nee Hillary Clinton.

Warren is the only female Democratic
senator yet to officially back Clinton, but
intends to make a formal endorsement in
coming days, two sources with knowledge
of her plans told The Associated Press late
Wednesday. They spoke on condition of
anonymity because they were not author-
ized to publicly discuss the matter. Warren’s
ardent base of liberal supporters includes
many who also backed Vermont Sen. Bernie
Sanders in the 2016 race and may follow her
lead more than that of any other leading
Democrat, except perhaps for Obama.

“Trump isn’t a different kind of candi-
date. He’s a Mitch McConnell kind of can-
didate,” Warren said in her prepared
remarks. “Exactly the kind of candidate
you’d expect from a Republican Party
whose ‘script’ for several years has been to
execute a full-scale assault on the integrity

of our courts.” Democrats and Republicans
are in a seemingly endless dispute on judi-
cial nominations, with each side claiming
the other has been more obstructionist on
the issue. Garland’s nomination has lan-
guished since March while the Supreme
Court, with eight justices instead of nine
following Antonin Scalia’s death, has
issued a number of 4-4 rulings.

On Wednesday, Warren stood up on
the Senate floor to challenge McConnell
over the issue and try to move nomination
votes by unanimous consent, but he
denied her request and disputed her argu-
ments. “President Obama has had many
more judicial nominees confirmed than
President Bush did at the same point in
his presidency,” McConnell said. “And
we’ll continue to process his judicial nom-
inations, but the minority is not going to
dictate to the majority when and how we
will do so.” — AP 
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Home beckons for America’s 

floating fortress

ABOARD THE USS HARRY S TRUMAN: Waffles and pancakes
are being doused with maple syrup. A baseball game burbles
unwatched from the flatscreen television on the wall .
Wardroom 3 on the Harry S Truman aircraft carrier could be
anywhere in Middle America. But this is no ordinary diner. A
few hours from now, some of the pilot officers dampening
their luxuriant moustaches in big mugs of coffee will be flying
over Syria in F18 fighter jets.

Their mission: to take opportunities to add to the nearly
700 tons of deadly explosives the giant, nuclear-powered car-
rier’s air wing has dropped on targets linked to Islamic State
(IS) jihadists in just over six months. The Truman was sup-
posed to be on its way home to Norfolk, Virginia by now.
Instead it is in the Eastern Mediterranean, its mission having
been extended by Barack Obama for an extra month as part
of efforts to intensify a campaign which, commanders say, is
gradually degrading IS with a view to neutralising the self-
styled caliphate altogether.

It is not hard to identify weariness and a longing for home
among the 5,500-strong crew of a boat that began combat
operations in the Persian Gulf on December 29. Deep in the
labyrinthian bowels of the Truman, some of the senior mem-
bers of the crew preparing the unprecedented volume of laser
and GPS-guided missiles the carrier’s planes have unleashed
have been working 16-hour days, seven days a week.

‘Give ‘em Hell’   
With much of the key preparation done overnight for day-

light raids, some of them have barely seen sunshine in six
months. But grumbling is not part of the Truman credo. Even
the nightly prayer that is broadcast into every nook and cran-
ny of the giant floating fortress ends with an emphatic
restatement of the carrier’s motto: “Give ‘em Hell!”. “There is
always that punch in the stomach when the crew are told
they are not going home as expected, but after a day or two
they accepted it because they can see we are making a differ-
ence,” says the ship’s “Gun Boss”, Weapons Officer Jim
McDonald. “We are victims of our own success and it is hard
to argue against success.”  

A few decks above, Lt Tom Flynn, 28, is relaxing between
pre-flight briefings in Ready Room 8. A pilot with a squadron
known as the ‘Pukin Dogs’, the Indiana native says morale has
been bolstered by last week’s relocation of the Truman from
the sweltering Gulf to cooler waters and temperatures off the
west coast of Syria. “It makes an incredible difference up on
the flight deck. You get in your jet and you are not all sweaty.
In the Gulf it could be quite disgusting.”

Pilots typically have two pre-flight briefings. After the sec-
ond they take 15 minutes to relax, eat and go to the bathroom
before getting to the flight deck an hour before taking off for
missions currently running at 6-8 hours. The deployment with
the Truman has been Flynn’s first combat experience and he
reveals no signs of qualms when asked to reflect on it. “I
wouldn’t say elation but it is definitely satisfying to be able to
put the years of training to use,” he said. “You train pretty hard
to ensure (the experience) does not surprise you.”

‘Huntin and Fishin’
Once Flynn climbs into his F18 fighter, the man responsible

for steering him into position to be catapulted off the boat is
Flight Deck Controller Chad Clark. “It’s a kind of coordinated
chaos. We are like the quarter-back calling the play for our
team-mates,” says Clark, 43, as he explains the ballet-like dance
of multi-million-dollar aircraft and arm-waving color-coded
sailors being played out beneath him. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Sen. Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass. speaks on Capitol Hill on
Oct. 6, 2015. — AP

ROME: Italian prosecutors are investigat-
ing whether the wrong man was extradit-
ed to Italy on charges of controlling a
migrant trafficking network after reports
suggested it may be a mistaken identity
case. Eritrean Medhanie Yehdego Mered,
35, dubbed “the general” and described as
“cynical and unscrupulous”, is accused of
shipping thousands of people to Europe
and sending some to a watery grave.

Italian police announced Wednesday
that Mered, arrested in Sudan with the
help of Britain’s National Crime Agency,
had been extradited to Italy, releasing
video and photograph images of him
being brought off a plane in Rome. But
Palermo prosecutor Francesco Lo Voi was
forced to admit Thursday his team was
“carrying out the necessary checks” after
the BBC spoke to friends and family of the
arrested man who said it was a case of mis-

taken identity. AFP also interviewed peo-
ple in Sudan who said the detainee was
not Medhanie Yehdego Mered.

“The identification of the suspect, his
arrest, his handing over and his extradi-
tion to Italy were communicated to us in
an official manner by the NCA and the
Sudanese authorities through Interpol,”
Italian media quoted Lo Voi as saying. An
NCA spokeswoman said “we’re aware of
the media reports. It’s a bit too soon to
speculate at the moment”. Friends of the
arrested man told AFP his name was
Mered Tesfamariam, and he was a 27-year-
old migrant. “I know this man since he
arrived in Sudan in 2014, his name is
Mered Tesfamariam. The person who has
been taken to Rome is not the general.
The man taken to Rome doesn’t even
speak Arabic,” Eritrean Tasfie Haggose, 38,
said in Khartoum.

Secret mover
“The general is well known among

Eritreans, especially among those who
have tried to cross the Mediterranean. The
general moves secretly. He does not deal
directly with people who want to migrate.
He deals through mediators or brokers,”
he said. Fellow Eritrean Barhi Kobron, 28,
said he too knew the detainee. “This man
used to move freely among people, which
is not how the general behaves. The gen-
eral has no house in Khartoum. He moves
between Sudan, Ethiopia, Libya, and
between Khartoum and eastern Sudan.”
Medhanie Yehdego Mered, on a wanted
list since 2015 for people smuggling, is
accused of packing migrants onto a boat
that sank in 2013 off the island of
Lampedusa, claiming at least 360 lives in
one of the worst disasters in the
Mediterranean. — AFP 
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Bus accident in south 

Brazil leaves 16 dead

SAO PAULO: A bus in southern Brazil has veered off the side a
highway and crashed, leaving 16 dead and 30 injured.
Firefighters say the accident happened around midnight on
the outskirts of Mogi das Cruzes, a city about 38 miles east of
Sao Paulo. In a series of tweets, Sao Paulo firefighters say the
driver lost control of the vehicle for unknown reasons and the
bus veered and crashed.  Fifteen people were found dead at
the scene, and another died en route to the hospital. Thirty
others have been taken to local hospitals.  Daily newspaper
Folha de S Paulo reports that the passengers were university
students. Images in local media show that much of the top half
of the bus had been smashed. — AP 


