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Ajudge Wednesday gave the go-ahead for an
administrator in charge of Prince’s estate to
pursue business deals, rejecting objections

from a prisoner who says he is the pop star’s son.
The judge in the Minneapolis-St Paul suburbs said
that the outside administrator needed to “take all
prudent steps to monetize” work of the legendary
artist. “The court recognizes that the estate will like-
ly not be able to pay the entire tax obligation when
it becomes due and some interest and, perhaps,
some penalties, are likely before the entire tax obli-
gation is paid,” Carver County Judge Kevin Eide
wrote.

Eide said that, while the administrator’s tenure
was limited, it was unlikely that all legal questions
on Prince’s heirs would be settled in the next two
months. Bremer Trust-whose parent, Minnesota-
based Bremer Bank, had long helped Prince handle
its finances-was put in charge of Prince’s affairs days

after his April 21 death for a six-month period on
advice of the singer’s sister and five half-siblings.

Prince, who died of an accidental overdose of
painkillers, left no will or recognized children.
Bremer Trust had told the court that it hoped to hire
outside experts on the entertainment industry as it
struggles to balance the books on Prince’s sprawl-
ing estate, independently estimated to be worth
anywhere from $100 to $300 million. Doug
Peterson, a lawyer for Bremer Trust, told the court
that the administrator did not intend to reach long-
term contracts but said an exception may be in hir-
ing an expert to make profit out of Prince’s Paisley
Park complex.

Paisley Park, a mythic site for Prince fans on the
outskirts of Minneapolis-St Paul that has a state-of-
the-art studio and vaults of unreleased material, has
only been open to visitors when Prince threw par-
ties, often at the last minute. A lawyer for Carlin

Williams, who says he is Prince’s son, had filed an
objection, saying it was premature to focus on busi-
ness development and the first priority should be to
determine the singer’s rightful heirs. Williams, a lit-
tle-known rapper in Kansas City who has performed
songs disparaging Prince, could potentially be the
sole heir to the fortune if he is determined to be his
son. Williams is serving a sentence in a high-security
federal prison in Florence, Colorado for gun posses-
sion in a stolen car. He is not scheduled for release
until late 2020. His mother said under oath that she
had sex with the then rising star in 1976 in a Kansas
City hotel. — AFP
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File photo shows Prince presents
the award for favorite album -

soul/R&B at the American Music
Awards in Los Angeles. — AP

It’s the world’s classiest flash mob, when a highly selective
group of guerrilla gourmets armed with picnic baskets and
linen napkins take over a famous landmark. The latest

“Diner en Blanc” (Dinner in White) took place in Paris
Wednesday when some 7,000 people dressed in white from
head to toe descended on the swanky Place Vendome to dine
al fresco on fine food and wine in the heart of the capital’s lux-
ury district.

The venue of the annual event-which has now spread
across the globe from Stockholm to Mumbai and Shanghai-
was kept tightly under wraps until the last minute. Last year
13,000 took over the court of honor of the 17th-century Palais

Royal in the French capital, sitting down to eat at rows of
tables laid along the length of the square. In previous years
the secretive uppercrust club has taken over the Champs-
Elysees, the Chateau de Versailles and the gardens under the
Eiffel Tower for its impromptu soirees.

Having dined and then danced their fill, members of the
group-which attempts to recreate the glamour and elegance
of bygone French high society-go home on the stroke of mid-
night. The organizers demand that guests “conduct them-
selves with the greatest decorum, elegance, and etiquette”.
And they pride themselves on tidying up afterwards, leaving
the venue just as they found it.

The phenomenon began in the French capital nearly three
decades ago long before social media kickstarted the trend for
flash mobs, and it has since spread to 70 cities worldwide.
Only people invited by Diner en Blanc members can attend
the gatherings, which are run with almost military precision,
with the guests as well as the authorities only alerted to the
precise venue at the last minute. The movement was founded
by the French businessman Francois Pasquier in 1988 who
dreamt of eating in the open air in unusual places. The first
dinner was held in the city’s Bois de Boulogne park.-AFP

People dressed in white gather for the ìDiner en Blancî (Dinner in White) event at the place Vendome in Paris on June 8, 2016. — AFP photos

Thousands flock to posh Paris flash mob picnic


