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The Waitomo Glowworm
Caves attraction is a cave at
Waitomo on the North

Island of New Zealand, known for
its population of glowworms,
Arachnocampa luminosa. This
species is found exclusively in
New Zealand. They are around the
size of an average mosquito. This
cave is part of the Waitomo Caves
system that includes the Ruakuri
Cave and the Aranui Cave.

The attraction has a modern
visitor centre at the entrance,
largely designed in wood. There
are organized tours that include a
boat ride under the glowworms.

Geology:
Geological and volcanic activi-

ty has created around 300 known
limestone caves in the Waitomo
region over the last 30 million
years. The limestone formation in
the Waitomo Glowworm Caves
occurred when the region was
still under the ocean about 30
million years ago. The limestone
is composed of fossilized corals,
seashells,  fish skeletons,  and
many small marine organisms on
the sea beds. Over millions of
years, these fossilized rocks have
been layered upon each other

and compressed to create lime-
stone and within the Waitomo
region the limestone can be over
200 m thick.

The caves began to form when
earth movement caused the hard
limestone to bend and buckle
under the ocean and rise above
the sea floor. As the rock was
exposed to air, it separated and
created cracks and weaknesses
that allowed for water to flow
through them dissolving the lime-
stone and over millions of years
large caves were formed.

Biology:
The most renowned animal in

the cave is the glowworm
Arachnocampa luminosa. There
are several small underground
lakes that were created by fresh-
water creeks or brooks, which are
home to New Zealand longfin
eels.

The walls of the caves are cov-
ered with a variety of fungi includ-
ing the cave flower (a distant rela-
tion to the genus Pleurotus that is
actually a mushroom-like fungus.
The most common animals in the
caves are insects. This includes
albino cave ants,giant crickets,
and of course the glowworms.
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• Lions are the second largest big cat
species in the world (behind tigers).

• The average male lion weighs around
180 kg while the average female
lion weighs around 130 kg.

• The heaviest lion on record weighed
an amazing 375 kg.

• Lions can reach speeds of up to 81
kph but only in short bursts because
of a lack of stamina.

• The roar of a lion can be heard from 8
kilometers away.

• Most lions found in the wild live in
southern and eastern parts of Africa.

• Lions are very social compared to oth-
er cat species, often living in prides
that feature females, offspring and a
few adult males.

• Male lions are easy to recognize
thanks to their distinctive manes.
Males with darker manes are more
likely to attract female lions (lioness-
es).

• Lions are the national animal of
Albania, Belgium, Bulgaria, England,
Ethiopia, Luxembourg, the
Netherlands and Singapore.

• Lions in the wild live for around 12
years.

• When lions breed with tigers the
resulting hybrids are known as ligers
and tigons. There are also lion and
leopard hybrids known as leopons
and lion and jaguar hybrids known
as jaglions.
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