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NEW DELHI: Often accused of not taking
cricket’s longest format seriously, India
unveiled six new test venues yesterday and
announced a busy 2016-17 home season
when they will play 13 tests against four visit-
ing teams. Indore, Rajkot, Vizag, Dharamsala,
Ranchi and Pune will host test matches for
the first time, the Indian cricket board (BCCI)
announced after a meeting of its Tour
Program and Fixtures Committee.

India will also play eight one-day and

three Twenty20 Internationals. The only time
India played as many as 13 tests at home was
in 1979-80. “I welcome the new test venues
hosting this prestigious format of cricket and
their arrival will take test match cricket to
every corner of the country,” BCCI president
Anurag Thakur said.

The central Indian city of Indore will debut
as a test venue when New Zealand visit later
this year to play three tests, one of them likely
to be a day-nighter, and five one-day interna-

tionals. The subsequent series against England
will see the western Indian city of Rajkot and
the coastal venue of Vizag host tests for the
first time. Apart from five tests, England will
also play three ODIs and three Twenty20
Internationals, according to the BCCI state-
ment. Set at the foot of the Himalayas, the pic-
turesque Dharamsala will host its first test
when Australia arrive in February to play four
tests in India. The series will also feature two
new venues-Ranchi, the home town of India’s

limited-overs captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni,
and the western Indian city of Pune.

Bangladesh will play a one-off test at
Hyderabad. “Some of the best teams of world
cricket are coming to play in India this season
and we are excited to announce the schedule
well ahead of time,” BCCI secretary Ajay Shirke
said. “This gives the staging associations and
the BCCI, sufficient time to prepare and pres-
ent, one of the most memorable cricketing
seasons for our fans.” —Reuters

India unveil six new test venues for home season

LONDON: England captain Alastair Cook insisted India batting
great Sachin Tendulkar’s all-time record for Test runs had yet to
come into his sights even though he had surpassed one mark set
by the ‘Little Master’.

Cook became the 12th player in history to score 10,000 Test
runs during England’s nine-wicket win in the second Test against
Sri Lanka at Durham to take an unassailable 2-0 lead in the three-
match series ahead of the third Test at Lord’s. The left-handed
opener was also the first Englishman to achieve the feat and, at 31
years and 157 days, the youngest to get to the landmark, breaking
Tendulkar’s record by more than five months.

Cook (10,042 runs in 128 Tests) is, however, nearly 6,000 runs
short of retired star Tendulkar’s record aggregate of 15,921 runs
from 200 Tests. The England skipper has 28 Test hundreds to his
name, with his runs having come at an average of 47, whereas
Tendulkar bowed out with a record 51 centuries at an average of
nearly 54.

“Six thousand runs is a long way away,” Cook, speaking at
Lord’s, said Wednesday. “It was set by an incredibly talented
genius. I’m no genius and Tendulkar is, so that is a long way ahead.
“I want to play for England for as long as I can and at the moment
I’m really enjoying it. I am really motivated and hungry and where
that takes me who knows.” Cook added: “I’ve never lived my life by
saying where I want to get to publicly. 

“In private you have a few goals you want to try and achieve,
but at the moment a lot of my goals are very immediate with this
England team and as a captain that takes me away from personal
milestones as a batter.” Nevertheless India hero Sunil Gavaskar, the
first man to score 10,000 Test runs, said last week that Cook had it
in him to set a new aggregate record for most Test runs because of

his age and the fact that England play more games over the long
format than many other nations.

Pink ball concerns 
Following the Lord’s finale against Sri Lanka, England are then at

home to Pakistan in a four-Test series. England will then tour
Bangladesh and India, where they will play a total of seven Tests.
None of those matches will be day/night contests. Australia and New
Zealand broke new ground with a day/night Test at the Adelaide Oval
late last year and Cricket Australia have now confirmed another such
match against South Africa, also in Adelaide, for November.

But with Ashes matches between England and Australia well sup-
ported, Cook said international cricket’s oldest rivalry could stick with
traditional hours. “A lot of the games have really good attendances,
and it’s probably not a series where you need to do it exactly at this
time,” he explained. However, Cook also said: “My general view of
day-night Tests is that they’re definitely something cricket authorities
need to keep looking at-because it’s the way to keep the game mov-
ing with the times, making it more possible for spectators to come
and watch.

“My issue with it is the quality of the pink ball (used under lights
because the standard red one is deemed too hard to sight). “No disre-
spect to the guys who make it-but on the two occasions I’ve played, it
doesn’t seem to behave the same way as the red ball.” Cook said his
concern was that day/night fixtures could, as things stand, be too
often decided by the fate of the team batting at the ‘wrong’ time.

“It’s one of the great things about Test cricket - sometimes the ball
swings conventionally, sometimes it reverses. “On my two occasions
with the pink ball, it didn’t do any of that - and then it nipped all over
under twilight. “The quality of the ball is vital.” —AFP
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MELBOURNE: Cricket Australia chief executive James
Sutherland wants players to remain open-minded about day-
night test matches during the 2017-18 Ashes series in
Australia. Sutherland said he respected the concern of
Australia captain Steve Smith and others, but reiterated that a
pink-ball Ashes test would be a “natural progression.”

Australia hosted the first day-night test at the Adelaide
Oval last year, beating New Zealand in a low-scoring match.
The venue will host another day-night test in November, after
South African players ended weeks of debate by agreeing
Wednesday to be involved. Yesterday, Sutherland said day-
night tests will allow for bigger audiences at the matches and
on television and predicted there’d be “somewhere between
zero and two” day-night tests during the next Ashes series.

He spoke after Smith, playing in the West Indies in a limit-
ed-overs tri-series, said the Ashes “works pretty well with the
red (regular) ball ... playing against England, we always get
the viewers and the crowds out, so I don’t think there is any
issue there.” England captain Alastair Cook has also indicated
he’d like the 2017-18 Ashes series to be all traditional day
matches. Dates haven’t been announced for that series.

‘Natural progression’ 
The Adelaide day-night test last year was completed in

three days, but drew 124,000 spectators and television rat-
ings were also favorable. “I think there’s a natural progres-
sion for us to get to a stage where Ashes test matches are
played as day-night games,” Sutherland said. “The players
are clearly an important stakeholder and I respect the views
of Steven and Alastair in saying that. The Ashes is a great
contest, and (it) will no doubt attract huge audiences both
at the ground and on television.

“But I think the facts of the matter are that by playing a
day-night test match you’re actually going to get bigger
audiences at the game and on television. It even time-shifts
games into a more appealing time of day in the UK That’s
another factor we need to consider.” Australia will host
three tests against South Africa in November, with the
series concluding in Adelaide from Nov 24, and will kick off
a three-test series against Pakistan with a day-night match
in Brisbane starting Dec 15.

South African players had been reluctant to play the
Adelaide test after informal feedback from Australian
players who had issues with the pink ball’s visibility and
durability in the Adelaide test. Cricket South Africa chief
executive Haroon Lorgat said the Proteas were initially
hesitant to play a key test match without previous experi-
ence and adequate preparation. “But after working
through all their concerns and possible options to prepare
sufficiently, there is newfound excitement for this novel
test match,” Lorgat said. “Our players deserve credit for
the way they have worked through the issues which were
clearly not insignificant.”

Referring to the South Africa announcement, Smith said
he hoped for better visibility with the pink ball in the
Adelaide match this year. “As long as we keep continuing
to improve the ball,” the balance between bat and ball will
improve, he said. “The seam was pretty hard to see last year
- they’ve made it a black seam now, they’ve changed that
up. Hopefully it’s a bit easier to see. As long as we can con-
tinue to improve the ball, I think it’s going to be a great
form of cricket.”  —AP

LONDON: England batsman Alastair Cook plays a shot during the first day of the third Investec Test Match
between England and Sri Lanka at Lord’s cricket ground. —AFP


