
INTERNAT IONAL
SATURDAY, JUNE 11, 2016

VIENNA: Swimming lessons for refugee chil-
dren have whipped up a storm in Austria,
with a lifeguard’s car window smashed and a
newspaper yesterday filing charges against a
woman who said the migrants should drown.
Local newspapers reported this week that the
southern state of Carinthia was offering the
courses free of charge for unaccompanied
minors in order to prevent accidents in lakes

and swimming pools this summer.
This provoked a torrent of what local

politician called Heinz Kernjak called “igno-
rant and offensive” online comments, while
an unknown assailant smashed the window
of a van belonging to lifeguards in the town
of Wolfsberg. When national daily Kurier
reported the story on Thursday, it provoked
complaints-alongside messages of support-

about the costs of the lessons to the taxpayer
and how the courses would only encourage
more immigration.

One woman even commented on
Facebook that the migrants “should drown”,
prompting the Kurier yesterday to file
charges with the authorities, the first time it
has done so for a comment on an article on
the social media website. “Because of the

growing number of hate posts, Kurier will
from now on be more rigorous in its efforts
against hate posts and in bringing charges,”
the daily said.

Austria last year received some 90,000 asy-
lum requests, the second highest per capita in
the European Union, resulting in a sharp rise in
the number of racist attacks, although it lags
well behind neighboring Germany. —AFP

Migrant swimming lessons causes storm in Austria

ISTANBUL: Militant Kurdish group the
Kurdistan Freedom Falcons (TAK) yesterday
claimed a car bombing in the centre of
Istanbul that killed 11 people, warning foreign
tourists that Turkey was no longer safe for
them to visit.

The TAK-seen as a splinter group of the
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) said Tuesday’s
attack was revenge for operations by the
Turkish army in the Kurdish-dominated
southeast. “The action was carried out to
counter all the savage attacks of the Turkish
republic in Nusaybin and Sirnak and other
places,” it said, referring to the areas in the
southeast where the army had been carrying
out operations against Kurdish rebels.

The TAK has already claimed two attacks
this year that killed dozens of people in the
capital Ankara in February and March, height-
ening concerns over security in the country. It
also claimed an unprecedented attack in April
in Turkey’s former Ottoman capital of Bursa last
week, where the female assailant had failed to
reach her intended target and only killed her-
self. The group, which also previously claimed
to have shelled Istanbul’s second international
airport, reaffirmed a previous warning that for-
eign tourists should not visit Turkey.

“We again warn foreign tourists who are in

Turkey and who want to come to Turkey: for-
eigners are not our target but Turkey is no
longer a safe country for them,” it said. The
group described the attack as a “sacrifice
action”, implying it was a suicide bombing, but
did not give any further details. It said the rul-
ing Justice and Development Party (AKP),
“which obstinately insists on a wild war against
the Kurdish people, is responsible for the civil-
ian deaths. The Turkish people, who keep quiet
about this war, continue to be victims”.

‘Nothing to discuss’ 
TAK’s founders are believed to have bro-

ken away several years ago from the PKK,
which has waged an insurgency against the
Turkish state stretching back more than three
decades. Little is known about the TAK but
analysts consider its aims and methods to be
more radical than those of the PKK, which
concentrates its attacks in the southeast con-
flict zone rather than cities like Istanbul or
Ankara.

Turkey has been on edge after a string of
bombings this year blamed not just on
Kurdish militants but also Islamic State (IS)
jihadists. The new Istanbul attack is set to be a
further blow to the country’s key tourism
industry, which has already seen visitor num-

bers slump almost 30 percent this year over
security fears.  

The bomb struck near Vezneciler metro
station, within walking distance of tourist sites
including the Grand Bazaar and Suleymaniye
Mosque. The front of the upscale Celal Aga
Konagi Hotel, a converted Ottoman mansion
favored by foreign tourists, was wrecked by
the bombing while the 16th-century Sehzade
Mosque was also damaged.

Six police officers and five civilians were
killed, according to a final toll. The attack was
followed by a bombing in Midyat in the
southeast of Turkey on Wednesday that killed
six people, including a pregnant police-
woman, and was claimed by the PKK. Prime
Minister Binali Yildirim has said the PKK had
made a bid for dialogue after almost a year of
renewed violence that ended a two-and-a-
half year truce but vowed there would be no
talks. “There’s nothing to discuss,” he said. 

One of the PKK’s top leaders based in
northern Iraq, Cemil Bayik, said in comments
published yesterday that Erdogan was expos-
ing Turkey to “great danger” with his policies
in the southeast. “Today Tayyip Erdogan and
his forces... are about to bring about the end
of Turkey,” he said in comments to pro-PKK
media.  —AFP

Kurdish rebel group TAK 

claims Istanbul bombing

ISTANBUL: Turkish Prime Minister Binali Yildirim (C), surrounded by security, leaves the Friday Prayer. —AFP
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of which is the heavens and the earth, prepared for those who
guard against evil. - Quran 3:132. Will they not turn to Allah and
seek His forgiveness, and Allah is oft-forgiving, Merciful (Quran
5:74). A prophetic tradition reported by Abu Huraira (RA) says,
“Whoever observes fasts during the month of Ramadan out of sin-
cere faith, and hoping to attain Allah’s rewards, then all his past
sins will be forgiven.” Bukhari 2: 37.

The third portion of Ramadan is considered to be a time for
seeking release from the hellfire. Abu Said Al Khudri (RA) said,
“Allah’s Messenger (PBUH) said Allah frees some people from hell-
fire every day and night - meaning of Ramadan - and every
Muslim has an answered supplication every day and night [of
Ramadan]. (Reported by Al Bazar and authenticated by Sheikh
Albaani in SaheehTargheeb No 1002).

This is also the part of the month that Lailat-ul-Qadr falls in. The
Quran describes this special night: “Verily! We have sent it (this
Quran) down in the night of Al-Qadr. And what will make you
know what the night of Al-Qadr is? The night of Al-Qadr is better
than a thousand months Therein descend the angels and the Ruh
(Gabriel) by Allah’s Permission with all Decrees. Peace! until the
appearance of dawn. (Quran 97:1-5)

It is sunnah to spend some time in seclusion (itikaf) for a spiritu-
al retreat in the mosque during the last third of Ramadan. ‘Aishah
(RA) narrated that “The Prophet (PBUH) used to do a retreat in the
mosque during the last ten nights of Ramadan until he died. His
wives continued to observe this practice after his death.’ (Al-
Bukhari and Muslim). While fasting for a whole month may seem
like a lot, it becomes easier when it is divided into three parts, as
above, or even into 30 separate days. If we fast one day at a time,
or one third at a time until we complete the entire month, it will
seem easier. The benefits of each third are so worthwhile, that
nobody who is aware of them can purposefully forfeit them.
Wishing all our readers the benefits of Ramadan - mercy, forgive-
ness, and release from Hellfire.

3 parts of Ramadan
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Thursday’s prayer service was held at the site of Ali’s last fight in
his hometown, where he defeated Willi Besmanoff on November 29,
1961. The three-time heavyweight world champion died after a
decades-long battle with Parkinson’s disease.

‘Live his legacy’
“Muhammad Ali has a very, very special significance for the

Muslim community,” Imam Zaid Shakir, who helped organize the
prayer service, said earlier. “This is about... sending him off in the very
best of fashion,” said the Muslim cleric, adding that Ali would want
his supporters to “honor his memory, live his legacy and love each
other.” For millions of Muslims around the world, Ali symbolized the
true face of Islam, promoting peace and tolerance. 

Semsudin Haseljic comes from a small village in central Bosnia
and resettled in Louisville after being injured in the war in 1993. He
remembers how the whole community would gather for Ali’s fights-
typically broadcast at around 4 am-in one of the two houses in the
village with a television set. “We had one of our elders who pretty
much knew all of his fights by heart,” said the 54-year-old. “At that
time there was not much entertainment in the community, so peo-
ple who gather and ask him: ‘Come on, narrate the fights’.” 

On Friday morning, a funeral procession will wind through the
city of 600,000, passing sites that were important to Ali: his child-
hood home, the Ali Center, the Center for African American
Heritage-which focuses on the lives of blacks in Kentucky-and, of
course, along Muhammad Ali Boulevard before arriving at the ceme-
tery for a private burial. Actor Will Smith-who earned an Oscar nomi-
nation for his portrayal of Ali on the silver screen-and former heavy-
weight champion Lennox Lewis will be among the pallbearers. An
anonymous individual has pledged to cover the path to the grave
with red rose petals. — AFP 

Thousands bid farewell...


