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BHOPAL: In this photograph taken on April 28, 2016, Muslim shoppers walk through a market. — AFP 

BHOPAL: Only three words were scrawled on the letter from
her husband and posted to her parent’s home in central India,
but they were enough to shatter Sadaf Mehmood’s life. Using
an ancient and controversial Islamic practice, Mehmood’s hus-
band wrote “talaq, talaq, talaq” or “I divorce you” three times
in Arabic, instantly ending his marriage of five years. “I was
completely shocked and shattered. We had differences soon
after we wed but it never looked so bad,” the mother-of-three
told AFP. 

Mehmood, who is from Bhopal, is one of a number of
Indian Muslim women whose husbands dissolved their mar-
riage using triple talaq. The message delivered by everything
from traditional letters to Facebook and Whatsapp. Banned in
many Muslim countries, India, which is officially secular, is one
of the few nations that legally permits the practice.

“The talaqnama (divorce letter) came without any intima-
tion or warning,” said Mehmood, 31, adding that she now
struggles to make ends meet without her husband’s support.
Now another divorcee, Shayara Bano, has asked the Supreme
Court to outlaw it, as a backlash against the practice gathers
steam. “I understand my marriage is over but something need-
ed to be done so that other Muslim women do not suffer,”
Bano told AFP of her petition filed in February, which has
encouraged at least one other divorcee to follow suit.

‘Second-class citizens’ 
India’s religious minorities, including its 155 million

Muslims, are governed by personal laws that are meant to
enshine their religious freedom in Hindu-majority India. But
women say the Muslim Personal Law Application Act, which is
based on Sharia law and permits triple talaq, is being misused,
allowing men to instantly walk away from their families.

“Women are generally treated as second class citizens in
our society and they are further discriminated against by
those misinterpreting religion,” Sadia Akhtar who works for
Bharatiya Muslim Mahila Andolan, a charity helping to
empower Muslim women.

A survey of Muslim women by the charity last year found
an overwhelming majority favored abolition of the practice,
deeming it unIslamic. Some 500 of the 4,000 women surveyed
said they had been divorced that way. In recent weeks some
50,000 Muslims signed a petition organized by the charity as
part of a campaign to ban it.

The Quran prescribes a procedure for divorce to be under-

taken in 90 days, starting from the first utterance of talaq, fol-
lowed by two more but with a 30-day gap in between each
one. Islamic scholars say this gives couples time to reflect on
their marriage and possibly reconcile. Most Muslim scholars
say the instant talaq diverts from the Koran. Although it was
given official approval during the rein of Islam’s second caliph
Omar in the seventh century, it was discouraged.

Akhtarul Wasey, a professor of Islamic studies, said it was
only supposed to be used as a last resort when husbands were
“traumatizing their partners” by endlessly pronouncing talaq
and then revoking it.  “(But) It has lost its essence and become
an arbitrary law,” Wasey from New Delhi’s Jamia Millia Islamia
university told AFP. Many Muslim majority countries including
neighboring Bangladesh have already banned it, while legisla-
tion on the same is pending in Pakistan’s parliament.

Changes unacceptable 
But India’s Muslim leaders are reluctant to amend the per-

sonal law, fearing an erosion of their religious identity. Some
fear Hindu hardliners will use such changes as an excuse to
push for the law’s entire abolition. The issue comes at a time
of heightened concern among minorities of rising intolerance
by Hindus hardliners, who have become emboldened since
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s election in 2014.

Modi’s Hindu nationalist government is committed to
replacing personal laws for all religious minorities with a com-
mon civil code, to enhance national unity. Kamal Faruqui,
member of an influential Muslim body, said Muslims have a
right to practice their religion according to Sharia law and that
should be protected at all costs. Faruqui conceded triple talaq
was a “problem for Muslims” but changes to the personal law
were “unacceptable to us”. 

“We discourage Muslims to seek divorce and certainly triple
talaq should never be used. Instead couples should go for the
honorable exit route mentioned in the Koran,” said Faruqui,
from the All India Muslim Personal Law Board. Shaista Ali, also
from Bhopal, said she appealed to clerics for assistance after
her husband suddenly divorced her and she was shunted from
the family home, but “they sided with my in-laws”. 

Divorcee Mehmood accepts that her marriage is over, but
she remains hopeful of change so that other women are
spared her ordeal. “We can’t stop talaqs but there should be
some consequences so that men think ten times before utter-
ing talaq, talaq talaq,” she said. — AFP 
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VIENNA: India appeared closer Thursday to achieving its
US-backed efforts for membership in a group of nations
controlling access to sensitive nuclear technology after
some previously skeptical countries softened their resist-
ance, diplomats said. But rival China remained opposed.

Countries grouped in the 48-nation Nuclear Suppliers
Group are focused on restricting nuclear proliferation by
strictly controlling access to which country can gain
access to technology used in making atomic weapons.

Only countries that have ratified the nuclear
Nonproliferation Treaty are normally eligible for member-
ship. India hasn’t. But it has committed to some controls
of its nuclear program and under a nuclear cooperation
pact with the United States has gained substantial
exemptions to NSG regulations, even while remaining
outside of the club.

Two diplomats at an NSG meeting said it ended
Thursday with several countries that were previously
opposed to India’s membership softening their resist-
ance. They demanded anonymity in exchange for speak-
ing to The Associated Press because they were not
authorized to talk about the substance of the closed ses-
sion. One of them said that one scenario discussed was
additional commitments by India meant to move it closer
to nonproliferation commitments that countries party to
the Nonproliferation Treaty must adhere to.

China remained opposed, he said. But resistance had
softened from some within a group that includes New
Zealand, Ireland, Turkey, South Africa and Austria. One
key problem posed by Indian membership would be what
to do with applications from rival Pakistan and Israel,
which also are not party to the Nonproliferation Treaty.

US President Barack Obama first expressed support for
Indian membership in the NSG in 2010. Since then, his
administration has been lobbying opponents to change
their minds. The NSG was formed in 1975 in response to
and a year after India’s nuclear weapon test, in a program
clandestinely developed from peaceful technology. —AP 
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NEW DELHI: In this Thursday, June 9, 2016, photo, one of the
five convicts in the gang rape of a 51-year-old Danish tourist in
2014, is escorted by the police for a hearing at a city court. — AP 

NEW DELHI: Five men convicted of gang-raping a Danish
tourist in the Indian capital in 2014 were yesterday sentenced
to life in jail, a prosecutor said, the maximum term possible.
They were convicted on Monday of assaulting the 52-year-old
woman at knifepoint as she returned to her Delhi hotel, a crime
that raised fresh fears about the safety of women in the city.

“All the convicts have been sentenced to life imprisonment.
They will remain in prison for the remainder of their life,” public
prosecutor Atul Shrivastava told reporters outside the Delhi
court after the judgment. “We had sufficient evidence to prove
the charges and the court was satisfied with our arguments to
hand down life sentences.”

Shrivastava said the men were also given jail terms for more
minor offences including robbery, which will run concurrently
with the main sentence. Lawyer Dinesh Sharma, who defended
all five, said he would appeal their convictions. Three others
charged over the attack are being tried separately in the juve-
nile justice system. A ninth accused, an adult, died before the
end of the trial. India toughened its laws on sexual violence and
overhauled policing procedures in the wake of the gang-rape
of a Delhi student on a moving bus in December 2012. The vic-
tim later died in hospital and the incident sparked mass street
protests as well as global headlines about the treatment of
women in India. — AFP
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