
WASHINGTON: An international team
of scientists has found that man-made
climate change nearly doubled the
likelihood of last month’s devastating
French flooding. In a quick but not
peer-reviewed analysis ,  the World
Weather Attribution team of climate
scientists used past rainfall data and
computer simulations to look for glob-
al warming’s fingerprints in the heavy
downpours in France and Germany.

A senior climate researcher at the
Royal  Netherlands Meteorological
Institute, Geert Jan van Oldenborgh ,
says the team’s calculations found that
global warming increased the chances
for the Loire river basin flooding by 90
percent and the Seine river basin by 80
percent. That’s compared to a world
with no man-made climate change.
Parts of France got three months of
rain in just one month, much of it in
just three days. The Seine, which runs

through Paris, rose to 20 feet above its
normal height.

‘Very weird weather’ 
“It was very weird weather,” van

Oldenborgh said. “It was made more
likely due to climate change.” The
researchers couldn’t find a link with
the German rain. The team, which also
included American, British and French
scientists  coordinated by Cl imate
Central in Princeton, New Jersey, is try-
ing something relatively new: real-time
scientifically valid studies to see if
extreme weather events are natural or
more likely to happen because of heat-
trapping gases in the atmosphere from
the burning of fossil fuel.

The 80 and 90 percent increase in
likelihood of heavy rain is higher than
the 40 percent chance they found for
the storm Desmond that hit the United
Kingdom last winter, van Oldenborgh

said. Two outside scientists - Adam
Sobel of Columbia University and John
Walsh of the University of Alaska - say
the team used scientifically sound
methods. Both Sobel and Walsh were
co-authors of a National Academy of
Sciences report that looked at the sci-
entific accuracy of studies that look for
global warming’s fingerprints. They
looked at studies that are usually done
over months and published in peer-
reviewed journals.

This one was done in five days and
wil l  eventual ly  be sent  to a  peer-
reviewed journal. But that is not so
much a worry because these are well-
known and qualified scientists, Sobel
said. Walsh said the methods and con-
clusions “are state-of-the-art” and
“the results  h ighl ight  the  ro le  of
human-caused climate change while
the event is still fresh in the public’s
minds.” — AP 
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TOKYO: Japan’s first “naked restaurant” opens in
Tokyo next month with draconian rules of entry-
podgy prospective diners will be weighed and eject-
ed if found to be too fat. Following the lead of estab-
lishments in London and Melbourne, “The Amrita”
Sanskrit for ‘immortality’-also has strict age restric-
tions, with only patrons between 18 and 60 allowed
in, after they check in their clothes and put on paper
underwear provided by the restaurant.

“If you are more than 15 kilos above the average
weight for your height, we ask you refrain from mak-

ing a reservation,” a list of rules posted on the restau-
rant’s website states, explaining that patrons could
be weighed if they do not appear to be within the
correct weight range. Guests found to be “over-
weight” will be refused entry to the restaurant,
which opens on July 29, and will not be entitled to a
refund, its website points out. All payments must be
made in advance on an online booking page.

The list of rules asks visitors not to “cause a nui-
sance to other guests” by touching or talking to fel-
low diners. Tattooed customers are barred from

entry. Those who meet the restaurant’s entry
requirements will be asked to lock away mobile
phones and cameras in a table-top box. The restau-
rant owners were not immediately available for com-
ment when contacted by AFP. Guests will fork out up
to 80,000 yen ($750) for tickets entitling them to eat
food served by muscle-bound men wearing g-
strings and watch a dance show featuring male
models. Meal tickets, not including a show, will cost
from 14,000 to 28,000 yen depending on choice of
menu. — AFP 

PARIS: In this June 4, 2016, file photo, a woman, at right, takes photos of the flooded banks of the Seine river. — AP 

Study places air
pollution among

top 10 stroke risks
PARIS: Air pollution was fingered for the first time as a
major contributor to death and disability caused by
stroke, especially in developing nations, in a health review
published yesterday. Air pollution, both inside from cook-
ing fires and outside from traffic fumes, ranked among the
top ten causes of stroke, along with better known risks
such as smoking, high blood pressure and obesity.

An international research team analysed data from a
swathe of other studies, reports and official statistics to
create a mathematical model estimating stroke risk for
188 countries from 1990 to 2013.   “A striking finding of
our study is the unexpectedly high proportion of stroke
burden attributable to environmental air pollution, espe-
cially in developing countries,” said study co-author
Valery Feigin of New Zealand’s Auckland University of
Technology. The authors said theirs was the first study to
quantify the world’s stroke burden in terms of healthy
years lost due to people becoming sick, disabled, or dying
because of stroke. About 15 million people worldwide suf-
fer strokes every year, of which nearly six million die and
five million are left disabled-including loss of vision or
speech, paralysis and confusion.

Globally, though with huge differences between coun-
tries and regions, the top risk factors were high blood
pressure, a diet low in fruit, being overweight, eating too
much salt, smoking, and not eating enough vegetables,
said the team. Ambient pollution came in seventh place
and household air pollution from solid fuels in eighth. 

A diet low in whole grains and high blood sugar com-
plete the top ten. The researchers found that 90.5 percent
of the stroke burden was attributable to “modifiable fac-
tors”-mainly behaviours such as smoking, eating too
much sugar and not exercising enough, as well as the
associated health problems, such as diabetes and heart
disease, these choices result in. Controlling lifestyle fac-
tors, which played a much larger role in rich countries
than poor ones, “could prevent about three-quarters of
strokes worldwide,” said Feigin.

Sugar up, smoking down 
The study also listed air pollution as a “modifiable fac-

tor”, meaning that people or governments can do some-
thing to change it. “These findings are important for edu-
cation campaigns, evidence-based planning, priority set-
ting and resource allocation in stroke prevention,” the
team wrote in The Lancet Neurology.

“Air pollution has emerged as a significant contributor
to global stroke burden, especially in low-income and
middle-income countries, and therefore reducing expo-
sure to air pollution should be one of the main priorities
to reduce stroke burden in these countries.” In low- and
middle-income nations in Asia and Africa, almost a fifth of
stroke burden was attributed to household air pollution,
while a similar percentage was blamed on ambient air
pollution in China and India.

Air pollution may boost stroke risk by raising blood
pressure, hardening blood vessels or causing them to
become blocked. The risk factor whose contribution
shrank most between 1990 and 2013 was second-hand
tobacco smoke, said the team, especially in developed
countries. The fastest-growing stroke risk was consump-
tion of sugar-sweetened soft drinks. — AFP 
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