
PITTSBURGH: The San Jose Sharks used a first period scoring fren-
zy to claim a 4-2 win and keep the Pittsburgh Penguins from
clinching the Stanley Cup on Thursday to send the series back to
the West Coast for Game Six. Trailing 1-3 in the series and facing
elimination, the Sharks got first period goals 1:49 apart from Brent
Burns and Logan Couture and another from Melker Karlsson, then
turned to goaltender Martin Jones and an air-tight defense to seal
a ‘do-or-die’ victory. 

“We needed some big-game performances from guys. Jonesy
was one of those guys in a tough environment,” praised San Jose
coach Peter DeBoer. “We found a way to stay alive and bring it
back to San Jose.” The best-of-seven series shifts back to San Jose
for Game Six on Sunday with the Sharks still facing a daunting
task. Since the Stanley Cup final went to the best-of-seven format
in 1939, teams that have taken a 3-1 series lead have gone on to
capture the championship 31 of 32 times.

The Sharks had found themselves in 3-1 hole in a large part
because their top scorers Joe Pavelski, Joe Thornton, Burns and
Couture had not previously scored in the finals. But the Sharks’ big
guns came out firing in Game Five, Burns and Couture tallying within
the first three minutes to grab a 2-0 lead and stun an arena record
crowd of 18,860. For the first time in the finals, the Sharks drew first
blood, Burns swinging out from behind the Penguins net and picking
shortside on rookie Matt Murray just 64 seconds after the opening
faceoff. The mugging seemed to jolt the Penguins who hit back in
devastating style as Evgeni Malkin and Carl Hagelin answered 22 sec-
onds apart to put the Consol Energy Center back in full party mode.

Shifted into overdrive
By now it was the Penguins in a frenzy and not the Sharks as a

relentless Pittsburgh attack shifted into overdrive, hitting the post
twice. San Jose, however, would weather that storm and escape with
a 3-2 first period lead when Karlsson converted a nifty tic-tac-toe
passing play, before Pavelski added an insurance marker in the third.

The opening period of Game Five produced the most electrifying
hockey of the finals with five goals equaling the total of any of the
previous games. Defenses and netminders then took over as Jones
frustrated the Penguins attack with a string of spectacular saves
before finishing the night by stopping 44 of 46 shots. “We know we
haven’t scored many goals, or any, in this series,” said Couture. “It’s
one of the reasons why we’re down 3-1. We wanted to come. We
didn’t want the season to end tonight.

“Obviously it’s tough. You get a two-goal lead, it’s gone in a
matter of a minute, minute and a half. “But be calm, get back out

there, get another good shift. We were able to score again. Melker
gave us the lead again. Jonesy did the rest.” A record crowd at
Consol Energy Center and thousands more gathered outside to
watch the game on a giant screen, some having camped out
overnight to secure a prime spot, came ready to watch Lord
Stanley’s famous mug hoisted on home ice for the first time to go
along with three Cups won on the road (1991, 1992 and 2009). The
Sharks job was to play the role of party poopers and played it per-
fection particularly in a spellbinding opening period that produced
the best 20 minutes of hockey of the finals. — Reuters
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OSLO: Flying Dutchwoman Dafne Schippers fired a warning shot at
potential Olympic rivals with a crushing win in the 200m at the
Diamond League meeting in Oslo on Thursday. The world champi-
on ran a fast bend and hit the back straight ahead of in-form
Jamaican Elaine Thompson, in her outside lane, in chilly conditions
at Bislett Stadium. Schippers, the 2014 European double sprint
champion, clocked 21.93 seconds, with world silver medallist
Thompson second in 22.64sec. “To run under 22 seconds in these
conditions is very special for me,” said the Dutchwoman who set the
Beijing world championships alight last year with victory in a third-
fastest time ever of 21.63sec. “The curve here is excellent, but I must
admit that the last 50 metres were very tough.

“After all the Diamond Leagues I need to rest and train a little bit
before the (July 6-10) European Championships in my country. No
more races until then.” Canada’s Andre De Grasse was almost hand-
ed a shock in the 100m by 40-year-old Kim Collins, who blasted out
of the blocks and was leading through 60 metres before pulling up
in agony with a left hamstring injury. De Grasse, world bronze
medallist last year in Beijing, powered past the stranded St Kitts and
Nevis veteran to win in 10.07sec ahead of Americans Michael
Rodgers (10.09) and Dentarius Locke (10.12). “I’m pretty happy with
the race,” said the Canadian, 21. “I ran my season best as I wanted.”

Collins later tweeted: “Really sorry for the disappointment.
Terrible cramp in my left groin. #recovery thanks to all.” Asbel
Kiprop, triple world champion, 2008 Olympic champion and current
world lead in the 1500m, produced the goods to kick out on his
own to win a fifth fabled Dream Mile title in 3:51.48. Kiprop, who
was awarded the Olympic gold for the 1500m after the original win-
ner, Moroccan-born Bahraini Rashid Ramzi, tested positive for dop-
ing, finished ahead of current world number two and world silver
medallist, fellow countryman, Elijah Motonei Manangoi, while cur-
rent Olympic 1500m champion Taoufik Makhloufi of Algeria round-
ed out the podium.

“I wanted to run fast but the weather changed. It became too
chilly, but I tried my best!” said Kiprop. “I’m very satisfied with the
season so far and my plan continues... we now head to Olympic tri-
als and then the Games.” There was also a fourth meeting win for
French pole vaulter Renaud Lavillenie, whose 5.80m trumped the
5.73 effort of Canada’s world champion Shawn Barber. “It was very

tough in these conditions, but I’m pretty satisfied - it’s a win,” said
the Olympic champion. American Briana Rollins, world champion in
2013, won the women’s 100m hurdles in 12.56sec ahead of compa-
triots Dawn Harper-Nelson and Jasmin Stowers.

Australia’s reigning Olympic champion Sally Pearson struggled
home in last place (13.14). Two-time world medallist Hagos
Gebrhiwet claimed the 5000m in 13:07.70 in an Ethiopian podium
sweep which could well send shivers down the spine of two-time
defending Olympic champion and three-time world champ Mo
Farah. “I beat all other candidates for Olympics in our team today
but the time was not good,” said Gebrhiwet, who won world silver
in 2013 and bronze last year. “In Ethiopia we don’t have trials but go
by times, so I’ll go to Stockholm next week to try to confirm my
Olympic selection.” —  AFP 

Schippers shines, 
Kiprop high fives

NHL

PITTSBURGH: San Jose Sharks’ Joe Pavelski (8) scores an empty-net goal past Pittsburgh Penguins’ Brian Dumoulin (8) and
Kris Letang (58) during the third period in Game 5 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Finals on Thursday, June 9, 2016. — AP 

Heineken, F1 seal 
multi-year deal

MONTREAL: Heineken and Formula One announced a multi-year
global partnership on Thursday that the Dutch brewer said would
rank alongside its long-standing sponsorship of European soccer’s
Champions League. No financial details were given for the deal,
which was announced at the Canadian Grand Prix and starts in
September with title sponsorship of the Italian Grand Prix at Monza.
“F1 is going to be one of our biggest ever partnerships. 

The world is going to notice that we are in F1,” Gianluca Di
Tondo, Senior Director, Global Heineken Brand said. Heineken will
be Formula One’s official beer partner. From 2017, the brand will be
title sponsor of three grands prix with significant signage at six oth-
ers. The branding will not be on any cars. Thursday’s announcement
comes after Red Bull’s Max Verstappen last month became, at 18,
the youngest Formula One race winner and first Dutch driver to top
the podium. Di Tondo said discussions between the world’s third
largest brewer and Bernie Ecclestone’s Formula One Management
had been ongoing for some time. “It is the right moment to do this
partnership. We expect it to be a long-term one,” he said. “We esti-
mate Formula One can give us the extra 200 million people on top
of the other global consumers we have and F1 is looking for specta-
tors to turn into F1 fans. Together we can both reach our goal.
“Champions League football and Formula One are going to be our
yearly platforms.” Heineken’s sponsorship of European soccer’s pre-
mier club competition runs to 2018 and is worth in excess of $70
million a year, according to sports marketing research group IMR.

Keep Monza
Although the Formula One partnership starts in Italy, Monza has

yet to agree a contract with Ecclestone beyond 2016. Di Tondo said
Heineken would not be involved in those discussions but, as an
Italian, he would “do everything I can to push Bernie into keeping
the Italian GP.” Di Tondo mentioned Monaco, Formula One’s show-
case race, as well as China and Mexico as races in strategic markets.
Heineken is the top-selling lager in Europe and the world’s leading
international export brand. The brewer has sold beer in Africa for
decades, while acquisitions in the past six years have seen it add
Mexico and Brazil and greater access to Vietnam and southeast Asia.
Di Tondo said Heineken would also develop significantly the use of
social media. “We know how to reach people. Our twitter program
for the Champions League this year reached 2.5 billion people.” The
partnership will also promote a ‘responsibility’ message and
Heineken’s “If You Drive, Never Drink” campaign. —  Reuters

MOTOR RACING ATHLETICS

Sharks stun Penguins to keep series alive 

OSLO: Dafne Schippers of Netherlands celebrates after
winning the women’s 200 meter during the 2016 IAAF
Oslo Diamond League athletics meeting at the Bislett
Stadium in Oslo, Norway on June 9, 2016. — AFP 


