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KUWAIT: Kuwait Disabled Sports
Club kicks off its 8th Ramadan tourna-
ment today at the club’s hall .
Activities include; wheelchair basket-
ball, table tennis and fencing. A large
number of athletes will participate in
the 3-day event. The first day of com-
petition will  feature Basketball
between the teams of Kuwait and
Ittihad; Flores fencing for juniors and
general categories and Table Tennis
for the Individual Standing and
Sitting categories.

Club’s chairman Shafi Al-Hajiri con-
gratulated HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and
Kuwaitis on the occasion of the holy
month of Ramadan. Al-Hajiri said the
club is keen on holding this kind of
tournament for the eighth consecu-
tive year - aimed at creating beautiful
sports atmosphere during the nights
of Ramadan. He said the tournament
has gained special  importance -
through which many promising
skilled players have been discovered.
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Shafi Al-Hajiri Minister congratulates

the Winter Games Club 

KUWAIT: Information Minister, State Minister for Youth Affairs
Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah has con-
gratulated the Winter Games Club as Kuwait’s ice hockey
team win the Bahrain Open tournament which was held in
Manama. Sheikh Salman said in a letter to the Club’s Chairman
of the board Fuhaid Al-Ajmi that he wishes the Club’s athletes
a continued success, which adds to the development of
Kuwait sports under the wise leadership which supports ath-
letes in all fields. Al-Ajmi appreciated the support of Sheikh
Salman and the Public Sports Authority to his club in both
domestic and international events. 

Fuhaid Al- AjmiInformation Minister Sheikh
Salman Sabah Al-Salem 

Al-Humoud Al-Sabah

IAAF Board suspends 3 athletics 

officials over payoff allegations
MARSEILLE: Three senior athletics officials have been provi-
sionally suspended by the IAAF’s Ethics Board pending an
investigation into their alleged involvement in a suspected
cover-up of Russian doping cases, the sport’s governing
body said yesterday. Nick Davies, who was chief-of-staff to
International Association of Athletics Federations President
Seb Coe, was suspended along with his wife Jane Boulter-
Davies and IAAF medical manager Pierre-Yves Garnier.
Davies stood down from his role six months ago pending the
investigation into a “potential breach of the IAAF’s code of
ethics”, and at the time denied any wrongdoing. Davies, his
wife, an IAAF education official, and Garnier did not immedi-
ately respond to email requests for comment. The IAAF said
it had not received a response to the suspensions from any
of the trio.

The Ethics Board said the suspensions had been imposed
to protect the integrity of the sport “but do not prejudice the
outcome of the investigations”. It said the case related to an
email reportedly sent by former IAAF consultant Papa Massata
Diack to his father and then-IAAF president Lamine Diack in
July 2013. The email, reported by the French daily Le Monde,
allegedly showed that the three were in receipt of, or had
knowledge of, a cash payment to withhold details of attempt-
ed cover-ups of Russian doping cases.

Other emails leaked by Le Monde showed Davies had dis-
cussed with Papa Diack developing a media strategy to limit
the news impact of a series of positive tests by Russian ath-
letes ahead of 2013 the Moscow world athletics champi-
onships. Davies said that the mail was merely “brainstorming
for a media strategy” and that he had done nothing wrong.
Papa Diack has denied any involvement in bribery or corrup-
tion and says his father Lamine is also innocent. French
authorities are investigating the elder Diack, who Coe
replaced as IAAF president in August, on charges of corruption
and money laundering.

‘Case to answer’
IAAF Ethics Board Chairman Michael Beloff said yesterday’s

suspensions were decided after the board determined that
there was a prima facie case to answer that warranted investi-
gation. The Ethics Board statement said Davies, a former IAAF
general secretary and head of communications, received an
undisclosed cash payment in 2013 from Papa Massata Diack,
“the circumstances and concealment of which call into ques-
tion whether the payment was intended to have and/or in
fact produced any manipulative effect.” Boulter-Davies
allegedly received, or knew about, a payment to Davies.
Garnier allegedly received an undisclosed cash payment at
the direction of Lamine Diack and “retained some part of the
sum even when aware of its apparent impropriety”.

The Ethics Board is also investigating whether Davies and
Boulter-Davies misled the Board during its previous investiga-
tion into the matter. Reuters emailed all three IAAF staffers
seeking comment on the suspensions and the allegations
contained in the Ethics Board statement but did not immedi-
ately receive a response. In December, Davies stepped aside
from his role with Coe in a move he said aimed to demon-
strate his willingness to have all allegations of unethical
behavior by him properly and fairly investigated.

He said he had referred to the IAAF Ethics Board all of his
2013 emails to Papa Massata Diack, his statements and the
circumstances of the emails. In a separate statement, the
world athletics body said the suspended trio would enjoy
“the presumption of innocence until the outcome of the
investigation and the determination of disciplinary charges,
if any, brought against them”. Russia is currently banned
from all athletics following revelations of widespread state-
sponsored doping and next Friday the IAAF Council meets
in Vienna to decide whether to lift that ban and allow its
track and field athletes to compete at the Rio Olympics in
August. —Reuters

NEW YORK: US Open courses have a way of getting into a play-
er’s head before the tournament even starts. Chambers Bay was
a mystery last year. The links-styled course built from a sand-
and-gravel pit off Puget Sound had only been open for nine
years, and no one knew what to expect. Curiosity gives way to
grave concern this year at Oakmont. It is as tough as Pittsburgh
steel, host of more US Opens than any course, equal parts
fabled and feared. It is a club deeply proud of its reputation as
the hardest championship course in America.

Jim Furyk didn’t need a reminder when he played Oakmont
two weeks ago to prepare for the 116th US Open. He watched
someone hit a ball that landed in the rough just 20 feet from
where he was standing. Furyk walked over to a “foot-by-foot cir-
cle” where it went in. And he couldn’t find it. When asked if he
was looking forward to going back to Oakmont, Furyk stroked
his chin and searched for the right answer. “I look forward to
playing probably my last major in my home state,” said Furyk.
“As far as looking forward to Oakmont? I don’t know if anyone

looks forward to Oakmont. It’s penal. It’s tough. 
The layout is as hard as I’ve ever seen, and then you add US

Open conditions to it. You can play well and shoot 76. So I look
forward to going. But I’m cautiously guarded about how tough
it is.” Tommy Armour is the last US Open champion who failed
to break 300 over 72 holes. That was at Oakmont in 1927. The
putting surfaces are so fast that it inspired Edward Stimpson, a
Harvard-educated engineer who was in the gallery for the 1935
US Open, to create a device to measure green speed.  It’s called
the “Stimpmeter” and is still widely used.

At the most recent US Open at Oakmont in 2007, Angel
Cabrera won with a score of 5-over 285. “I really think it’s the
hardest golf course we’ve ever played,” Phil Mickelson said.
Mickelson missed the cut in 2007, though that was understand-
able. During a scouting trip Oakmont, he injured his wrist chip-
ping out of the rough. That’s not to suggest Oakmont is impos-
sible. In one of the greatest rounds ever played, Johnny Miller
became the first player to shoot 63 at a major, making nine

birdies on the final day in 1973 to rally for his only US Open title.
Even so, the best in the world are bracing for the worst when

Oakmont hosts its ninth US Open starting Thursday. Jordan
Spieth is the defending champion and will try to become the
first back-to-back winner of the US Open since Curtis Strange in
1989, four years before Spieth was born. He had just graduated
the eighth grade the last time a US Open was at Oakmont, so he
had never seen it until a trip to Pittsburgh last month. It made
such an impression that he told his caddie, “The best player will
come out on top.”

“You will have no crazy circumstance or bounces or this or
that,” Spieth said. “The person who is full control of their entire
game will win this US Open.” As usual, the list of suspects - vic-
tims might be more apt at Oakmont - is long and deep. Spieth,
Jason Day and Rory McIlroy figure to be the favorites because
they have dominated golf over the last two years by winning
majors and trading time at the top of the world ranking, a spot
that now belongs to Day.—AP

Toughest course awaits the toughest test in golf

Racing sweating over

Carter fitness for

Toulouse clash

PARIS: Racing 92 will be hoping to welcome back Dan
Carter for their Top 14 play-off clash at home to Toulouse
today. The New Zealand legend has been missing from
the pitch since limping out of the European Champions
Cup final three weeks ago with a calf problem.  Carter
has been resting ever since and missed Racing’s final
three regular season league matches, including last
weekend’s 40-25 victory over Montpellier that secured a
home play-off tie. The 34-year-old returned to training
just before the Montpellier clash but trained alone.

He is likely to be called upon this weekend where he
should line up opposite compatriot and fellow All Black
international Luke McAlister.Racing come up against a
Toulouse side in fine form and on a six-match winning
run, during which time they beat the top two-Clermont
and Toulon-as well as Racing. Only Toulon scored more
tr ies  dur ing the regular  season than Toulouse.
McAlister was rested against Grenoble last weekend
when a youthful Toulouse romped to a crushing 53-14
victory. —AFP


