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CAPE CANAVERAL: More than one-third of the
world’s population can no longer see the Milky
Way because of man-made lights. Among those
missing out on awe-inspiring Milky Way views:
nearly 80 percent of North Americans and 60 per-
cent of Europeans. These are the findings of a new
global atlas of light pollution, published as part of
a scientific paper Friday.

More than four-fifths of Earthlings now live
beneath skies polluted by artificial light, which
blocks out the Milky Way for more than a third of
them, according to the research. “I hope that this
atlas will finally open the eyes of people to light
pollution,” lead author Fabio Falchi said in a state-
ment. He is with the Light Pollution Science and
Technology Institute in northern Italy. Tiny

Singapore is the most light-polluted country; the
entire population loses out on seeing the true
night sky. Kuwait and Qatar are close runners-up.
On the opposite end of the spectrum - countries
whose populations are exposed to the least light
pollution - are Chad, Central African Republic and
Madagascar.

Falchi and his team members warn the prob-
lem affects more than astronomers. It is profound-
ly altered a fundamental human experience,
namely that of pondering the night sky. Co-author
Christopher Elvidge, a scientist with the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s
National Centers for Environmental Information in
Boulder, Colorado, bemoans the fact that “whole
generations” of Americans have never seen the

Milky Way. “It is a big part of our connection to the
cosmos - and it’s been lost,” he said in a statement.

The situation is even worse for some animals.
Artificial light can confuse insects, birds and sea
turtles, with deadly results. There’s also the waste
of energy and money, the researchers point out.
The National Park Service’s Dan Duriscoe, a co-
author, noted that some national parks in the West
like Yellowstone are among the last refuges of
darkness in the US Urban light a few hundred
miles away or more can spoil nighttime vistas,
even in pristine federal land like Death Valley
National Park in Southern California. The report -
which appears in the journal Science Advances - is
based on new satellite data and special soft-
ware.—AP 

CALLAWAY: In this file photo, Omaha photographer Lane Hickenbottom photographs the night sky in a pasture near Callaway, Nebraska. With
no moon in the sky, the Milky Way was visible to the naked eye. —AP 

Lights drown out Milky Way for 
third of the world’s population

Kuwait and Qatar - close runners-up

KUWAIT: Thirty percent of Kuwait respon-
dents have a very positive outlook on the
future of Kuwait’s economy, according to a
recent Bayt.com Middle East and North Africa
Consumer Confidence Index survey, which
was conducted by Bayt.com, the Middle East’s
number one job site, and YouGov, a leading
market research agency.  

Country’s economic situation
Seventeen percent of Kuwait respondents

believe that the country ’s economy has
‘improved’ in the last six months, while nearly
a half (48 percent) believe that it has ‘receded’.
However, 30 percent expect the country’s
economy to ‘improve’ in the next six months,
almost equaling the 31 percent who expect it
to ‘get worse’.

Almost a quarter of employed Kuwait
respondents (23 percent) believe that busi-
ness conditions are either ‘good’ or ‘very
good’; 24 percent believe that business
conditions are bad. However, respondents
are largely optimistic about the future, with
43 percent of Kuwait respondents who
expect business conditions to ‘get better’ in
a year’s time.  

Personal economic situation
According to 45 percent of respondents in

Kuwait, their financial situation is the ‘same as
six months ago’ (19 percent say it is ‘better’
than it was six months ago, while 29 percent
claim that it is ‘worse’). The outlook in Kuwait
is positive: 39 percent of respondents believe
that their personal financial situation will
‘improve’ in the next six months. When it
comes to the cost of living in the next six
months, eight in 10 respondents expect it to
increase, while one in 10 expect the cost of
living to ‘remain the same’. 

Sixty four percent of Kuwait respondents
say that their savings have ‘decreased’ when
compared to last year. Elevent percent claim
that their savings have ‘increased’ this year,
while 21 percent reveal that they have
‘remained the same’.

Consumer spending in Kuwait
Twenty seven percent of those surveyed in

Kuwait are planning to invest in a motor vehi-
cle in the next 12 months. Of those, 47 per-
cent are planning to buy a new vehicle, while

33 percent are planning to buy a used one. 63
percent of Kuwait respondents are not plan-
ning on purchasing a vehicle.

When it comes to investing in property, a
quarter of Kuwait respondents are planning
to invest in the next 12 months. Of those who
are planning to buy property, 48 percent will
invest in an ‘apartment’, while 30 percent plan
to buy a ‘villa/townhouse/bungalow’ and 17
percent will purchase ‘commercial property’.
The majority (59 percent) of respondents who
are planning to invest in property in Kuwait
plan to buy ‘new’ property in the next 12
months, while 12 percent will invest in ‘pre-
owned’ property.

Regarding consumer goods,  21 per-
cent of Kuwait residents plan to purchase
a ‘tablet or smartphone’ in the next six
months, while 19 percent will invest in a
‘d e s k t o p  o r  l a p t o p’ o r  i n  ‘ f u r n i t u r e’.
Around 13 percent  of  respondents  in
K u w a i t  a r e  p l a n n i n g  t o  b u y  ‘ LC D  o r
Plasma TV’ over the same period. A ‘wash-
ing machine’ (12 percent),  refrigerator
(10 percent) and cooking range (10 per-

cent) are also among the respondents’
list of priorities for this year.

Current job perspective in Kuwait
Presently, 29 percent of respondents sur-

veyed believe that there are plenty of jobs
available in Kuwait, with 12 percent claiming
availability across multiple industries and 17
percent claiming availability across a limited
number of industries. 15 percent of Kuwait
respondents expect the job availability to
‘increase’ in the next six months. 

Twenty four percent of employed respon-
dents feel that the number of employees in
their company over the past six months has
‘increased’, while 45 percent believe the
opposite to be true. Over the course of the
next six months, 26 percent of employed
respondents in Kuwait expect the number of
employees in their organization to ‘increase’.

With regards to satisfaction levels, 33 per-
cent of employed Kuwait respondents are sat-
isfied with career growth opportunities, and 30
percent are satisfied with their current com-
pensation. On the other hand, 52 percent are

dissatisfied with their current salary and
allowances. When it comes to non-monetary
benefits, 31 percent of employed Kuwait
respondents are satisfied, while 52 percent feel
the opposite. 34 percent of employed respon-
dents in Kuwait feel secure in their jobs.

“While the region as a whole has seen a
relative dip in consumer confidence, future
expectations amongst respondents remain
positive and bright,” said Suhail Masri, VP of
Employer Solutions, Bayt.com. “At Bayt.com
there are currently more than 10,000 jobs
posted on the website on any given day. This
augments the tremendous amount of recruit-
ment that takes place via the Bayt.com CV
Search functionality for employers who pre-
fer not to immediately advertise their press-
ing job vacancies, which recruiters can try for
free on www.bayt.com/en/search-cv/.
Jobseeker registration on our website is
growing at over 12,000 new professionals a
day and continues to reflect a healthy
appetite for jobs across the industrial and
career spectrum. In an extra-competitive job
market though, we advise professionals to

enhance their visibility to employers by cre-
ating online profiles on Bayt.com and
increasing their visibility on popular search
engines. At Bayt.com, we always endeavor to
empower the region’s job seekers and
employers by providing them with the latest
technology and most relevant tools and mar-
ket insights related to recruitment.”

Elissavet Vraka, Research Manager,
YouGov, said: “Gauging consumer opinion is a
powerful tool for revealing the current atti-
tudes and sentiments about the business and
economic conditions in a specific country.
Despite the positive outlook on the future,
the rising cost of living is negatively impact-
ing residents’ ability to save.” 

Data for the Bayt.com Middle East and
North Africa Consumer Confidence Index sur-
vey was collected online from January 27 to
February 10, 2016, with 3,905 respondents
from the UAE, KSA, Qatar, Oman, Kuwait,
Bahrain, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt,
Morocco, Tunisia and Algeria. Males and
females aged 18 years old and above, of all
nationalities, were included in the survey.

43 percent Expect Business Conditions to Improve Next Year
Third respondents expect overall economy to improve

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The parliament’s legislation com-
mittee is scheduled to meet today and dis-
cuss a proposal made by MPs Humoud Al-
Hamdan, Ouda Al-Ruwaei, Mohammed Al-
Huwailah, Ali Al-Khamees and Hamdan Al-
Azmi to amend article one of law number
24/1966 pertaining regulating higher edu-
cation at Kuwait University, the Public
Authority for Applied
Education and Training
(PAAET ) and private
schools. In their proposal,
the lawmakers urged the
government to develop
colleges, buildings and
labs at both Kuwait
University and PAAET to
ensure preventing coedu-
cation, which was
deemed as an attempt to
manipulate the constitu-
tional court ruling in this
regard. Minister of
Education Dr Bader Al-
Essa stressed that PAAET
was keen on developing
its buildings in a way that allocates special
places for male and female students, with
only one exception - the nursing college,
where female students outnumber male
ones, with the result of having one male
student at most in a group of female stu-
dents. Essa added that fully preventing
coeducation was fully observed in design-
ing the new Sabah Al-Salem University,
which includes two separate campuses. 

Municipality law
The parliament’s activities committee is

scheduled to discuss the municipality law
for the third time in a fortnight today, to
be referred to the parliament for Monday’s
session,  said informed sources.  The
sources added some MPs were expected
to demand reducing the minimum educa-
tional qualification for a candidate run-

ning for municipal council elections from
university degree to diploma or high
school certificate. 

Expat nurses
The Ministry of Health’s (MoH) assistant

undersecretary for assisting medical servic-
es Dr Jamal Al-Harbi said that Civil Services
Commission (CSC) law number 5/2009 per-
taining with nursing staff was fair towards

expats rather than citi-
zens. Harbi added that
the ministry had met CSC
officials to discuss improv-
ing the working condi-
tions of Kuwaiti nursing
staff members. Harbi also
stressed the need to hold
the heads of ambulance
centers accountable for
any negligence and said
that the ministry was con-
sidering a new system of
incentives, such as select-
ing the center, the area
leader and the paramedic
of the month, paying
training and meal

allowances of up to KD 100 to paramedics
and not to administrative staff. In other
news, CSC reaffirmed the illegality of allow-
ing government employees to study and
work at the same time, except with official
permission from the body they work for. 

Sewer closed
The Environment Public Authority (EPA)

prepared a schedule for closing the
Ministry of Public Work’s (MPW) sewer out-
lets into Kuwait Bay to prevent polluting
the bay’s water. According to the plan, it
will start by closing the Ghazali sewer line
next month,  and thus prevent over
100,000 liters of sewage water from being
pumped into the sea daily from Jleeb Al-
Shuyiukh alone, as it had been designed
to house 50,000 people but has a popula-
tion of over 300,000. 

Committee mulls total
coeducation ban bill

Education Minister 
Dr Bader Al-Essa

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Marine rescue forces found the body
of a citizen who drowned when his vehicle fell
into the gulf in Mangaf. Case papers indicate
that two citizens were driving their vehicle along
the beach, which fell into the water and was
submerged. Rescue forces rushed to the scene
and managed to rescue one of them as he was
still alive inside the vehicle, while the victim, a
19-year-old, was missing. The beach was
combed for hours until coastguards and the
marine rescue forces found his body off the
beach. 

Beggars arrested
The Ministry of Interior announced a new list

of beggars it said Farwaniya detectives arrested
as part of campaigns against begging during

Ramadan. They include: 
1. Anjoman Belal Hussein, a Bangladeshi who
did not hold any ID.
2. Siryani Chander, a Sri Lankan sponsored by cit-
izen Salem Misfer. 
3. Azza Ahmed, an Egyptian working as a cleaner
at the Ministry of Education.
4. Munir Zulaikhat, Jordanian dependent spon-
sored by his father Samir Mohsen.
5. Dilshad Khan Saber, a resident working for
Khorafi company.  

At the same time, Capital security forces arrested
another group of beggars, including: 
1. Mohammed Naji, an Egyptian sponsored by
Maraseem General Trading and Contracting
Company. 
2. Tawasol Ahmed, an Egyptian dependent spon-
sored by her husband Ahsraf Mohammed. 

3. Haneef Khan, Indian sponsored by citizen
Mohammed Abdullatif. He was caught while
begging on the dates street in Shuwaikh and
had KD 192 on him. 
4. Mohammed Abd Rabbu, an Egyptian fisher-
man sponsored by citizen Waleed Saleh. 
5. Suad Gaballah, Egyptian dependent spon-
sored by her husband, a beggar who has already
been arrested. 

House fire
A fire broke out in a house in Qurain, where

two people were trapped by flames inside the
bedroom. Security sources said firefighters con-
trolled the fire, preventing it from spreading to
the rest of the house and managed to rescue the
two trapped citizens, handing them over to
paramedics, who also tended to a fireman who
suffered from smoke inhalation. 

Man dead after car fell in sea
By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: MP Abdullah Al-Turaiji urged
Deputy Prime Minister Finance Minister and
Acting Oil Minister Dr Anas Al-Saleh to meet
the demands made by Failaka residents to
provide them with enough diesel and gas
supplies. Turaiji added that citizens living on
the island had contacted relevant authori-
ties concerning fuel supplies so that they
could continue living on the island instead
of abandoning it. According to several
reports and studies, Failaka has the poten-
tial to become a very promising regional
touristic attraction, the lawmaker said

Bold decision
MP Faisal Al-Duwaisan hailed the

Ministry of Interior’s decision on suspend-
ing accepting new batches of cadets at
Saad Al-Abdullah Academy for two years
with the aim of developing and improving
various training courses in a way that

would be reflected in the graduates join-
ing the force. “This was a bold and daring
decision,” he said, noting that lawmakers
had been demanding development and
rehabilitation. He also expressed wishes
that others would follow the Interior
Ministry’s footsteps. 

Syrian workers
A delegation of the Kuwait Society for

Human Rights (KSHR) visited the residency
affairs directorate where it was received by
Director Major General Talal Maarafi.
Maarafi and the KSHR delegation discussed
many topics including the Zimbabwean
maid case, improving the living conditions
of expatriate laborers, namely domestic
helpers, means of cooperation with KSHR
and the situation of Syrians living in Kuwait.
Maarafi explained that there are over 6,000
Syrians in violation of residency laws and
that a special committee had been formed
to discuss their cases.  

Lawmaker urges meeting
Failaka residents’ demands


