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KOTOR, Montenegro: With its winding cobbled
streets and stunning Adriatic bay, the Montenegrin
town of Kotor draws crowds of visitors each summer.
But deadly gang violence threatens to cloud the tourist
boom. Dozens of anti-terrorist police officers have
descended on the medieval fortress town in the past
week after a string of public shootouts between rival
drug-trafficking clans. “Kotor is a hostage town,”

Montenegro’s Interior Minister Goran Danilovic told
reporters after the special forces were sent into the
Balkan resort last weekend. “Kotor has to stop being
center of clashes between criminal gangs.”

According to police sources, Kotor’s main drugs car-
tel split into three feuding gangs in 2014 over the disap-
pearance of 200 kg of South American cocaine in the
Spanish town of Valencia. Their quarrels have led to at

least five murders in the past year across the region -
and at least four murder attempts in the past two
months in Kotor, all of them in public places. The latest
on June 3 - although there were no casualties - pushed
the authorities to deploy an anti-terrorist unit that has
nearly 70 members, the police sources said, speaking on
condition of anonymity. “The town is in a drugs hell, left
to criminals,” said 52-year-old Mladen, working in an art
gallery in the town center. Like most local residents who
spoke to AFP, he was afraid to give his full name because
of the tensions in the small community. “I fear for the
future of my two sons,” he said, complaining that author-
ities “do nothing” to stop rampant crime.

Lonely Planet’s Top City 
The heightened security comes as Kotor, a UNESCO

World Heritage Site, gears up for a bumper tourist sea-
son. Kotor was named the top city in the world to visit in
2016 by travel guide Lonely Planet, and tourism officials
expect up to a million visitors this year. Many of them
arrive on cruise ships carrying up to 3,000 people, and
the restaurants, churches and museums behind the
12th-century walls are already filling up.

For now, the police presence is subtle: an AFP
reporter saw one black armored vehicle parked at the
entrance to the old town, about 20 m from anchored
cruise liners. But some locals are worried the security
forces could turn off holidaymakers. “I’m afraid that
sending them only few weeks before the start of the
tourist season will damage it,” said Branko, a 55-year-old

former sailor, sitting in a cafe in the old town.
With nearly 850,000 visitors last year, making it the

country’s top tourist destination, Kotor sums up the
Montenegrin dilemma: A growing tourism sector under
the threat of powerful organized crime. The nation of
fewer than 650,000 people is a candidate for European
Union membership, but the EU’s progress report on
Montenegro last year said “further efforts are needed, in
particular to investigate wider criminal networks and to
counter money laundering”.

From Sailing to Trafficking 
Kotor has a rich seafaring history and was once home

to successful shipping company Jugooceanija, which fell
apart with the breakup of Yugoslavia. Some out-of-work
sailors are thought to have subsequently got involved in
lucrative cocaine trafficking. The sense of impunity
among Kotor’s criminal gangs today is such that they
installed surveillance cameras around town to control
each other’s movements - something a prosecutor is
now investigating. Balkans “cocaine king” Darko Saric,
who was jailed for 20 years by a Serbian court last year,
had several companies in Kotor including a nightclub
popular with tourists, according to local media. Foreign
visitors who spoke to AFP expressed little awareness of
Kotor’s darker side. Canadian cruise-goer Claire
Tremblay, 58, said she had chosen Montenegro over
Istanbul owing to recent terrorist attacks in Turkey. “Now
we see that we got a bonus. Kotor and the Adriatic Sea
are beautiful,” she said. — AFP 

ROME: The Il Giornale newspaper is seen on sale in a newsstand with Hitler’s ‘Mein
Kampf’ yesterday. — AP 

LONDON: Thirteen of Britain’s top scientists signed
a letter backing the campaign to remain in the EU
yesterday after a dramatic new poll boosted the
momentum behind the Brexit campaign less than
two weeks before the June 23 referendum. Nobel
Prize winners including Peter Higgs - after whom
the Higgs Boson, believed to explain how matter
acquires mass, is named - and geneticist Paul Nurse
said the loss of research funding would be one
consequence of leaving the bloc.

“The prospect of losing EU research funding is a
key risk to UK science,” the scientists wrote in a let-
ter published by the Daily Telegraph. “Science
thrives on permeability of ideas and people, and
flourishes in environments that pool intelligence,
minimize barriers, and are open to free exchange
and collaboration. “The EU provides such an envi-
ronment and scientists value it highly.” Ahead of
the June 23 referendum on European Union mem-
bership, the race is looking close.

An online ORB poll for the Independent news-
paper Friday sent sterling falling after indicating
that 55 percent of Britons want to leave the EU,
compared to 45 percent who want to stay. An
average of the last six opinion polls by academics
at the What UK Thinks project indicates the race
is tied, with each side on 50 percent. Senior fig-
ures in the main opposition Labour party are urg-
ing its leadership to step up their efforts to keep
Britain in the EU.

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn, a veteran social-
ist, has long been sceptical of the EU and has
played a relatively muted role in the “Remain” cam-
paign. “We’ve got to throw every vote at it,”
Labour ’s deputy leader Tom Watson told the
Guardian. “We’ve got to redouble our efforts.”
Appearing on a late night chat show on Channel 4
Friday, Corbyn rated his passion for staying in
Europe at “seven, seven and a half”.

Richer Outside EU? 
Britain’s top polling expert John Curtice this

week said that, while it appeared there was “a sub-

stantial body of evidence supporting the idea that
‘Leave’ have made some progress”, this should be
treated with caution. One factor behind the
changes may be that the “Leave” camp is finding it
easier to influence commentators since May 27,
when a pre-vote period in which the government
can no longer publish pro-EU analysis and statistics
started, Curtice said.

Meanwhile, one of Britain’s leading inventors,
James Dyson, came out in favor of leaving the EU.

He told the Telegraph: “We will create more wealth
and more jobs by being outside the EU. “We will be
in control of our destiny. And control, I think, is the
most important thing in life and business.” Dyson is
a billionaire best known for his bagless vacuum
cleaners. His company says its products are used in
over 65 countries worldwide. Elsewhere yesterday,
Germany’s top selling weekly magazine Der
Spiegel urged British voters: “Please don’t go!” in a
special pre-referendum issue. — AFP 

KOTOR, Montenegro: Picture taken on June 10, 2016 shows tourists walking past
Montenegro’s police special units in the harbor of this Adriatic coastal town. — AFP 

ROME: A rightwing Italian newspaper was yes-
terday giving away free copies of Adolf Hitler’s
anti-Semitic manifesto “Mein Kampf ” in a
move which sparked both shock and condem-
nation. “Know it in order to reject it” was the
justification given by conservative tabloid Il
Giornale, which is owned by Paolo Berlusconi,
brother of former premier Silvio Berlusconi.
Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi quickly
denounced the initiative on Twitter, writing: “I
find it sordid that an Italian daily is giving away
Hitler’s ‘Mein Kampf’. I embrace the Jewish
community with affection. #neveragain” 

It was also denounced by Italy’s 30,000-
strong Jewish community, which is one of the
oldest in Europe. “It is a vile act, light years
away from any in-depth learning or study
about the Holocaust,” said Renzo Gattegna,
president of the Union of Italian Jewish
Communities, describing the initiative as
“indecent”. Explaining the move, Il Giornale
said it was an attempt to educate. “Reading
‘Mein Kampf’ is a real antidote to the toxicity
of national-socialism,” said the paper which
published a 1937 version of the manifesto
containing annotations by the historian
Francesco Perfetti.

It said the text was being freely distributed
alongside the first of a series of eight history
books on the Nazi Third Reich which would be
sold with the paper. Partly autobiographical,
“Mein Kampf” - which means “My Struggle” -
outlines Hitler’s ideology that formed the basis
for Nazism. Written in 1924, it sets out his
hatred of Jews which led to the Holocaust in
which about six million of them were mur-
dered at the hands of Nazi Germany.

For 70 years, the German state of Bavaria
which was handed copyright of the book in
1945, refused to allow it to be republished out
of respect for the victims of the Nazis and to
prevent incitement of hatred. But “Mein
Kampf” fell into the public domain on Jan 1
this year, when a special edition was published
for the first time since World War II which
included critical annotations by historians.

Known for its rightwing positions, notably
over the question of immigration, Il Giornale
has a circulation of around 200,000. Neither
the paper nor its owners are suspected of har-
boring anti-Semitic views. Anything touching
on national-socialism is particularly sensitive in
Italy due to the alliance between the fascist
regime of Benito Mussolini and Hitler. — AFP 
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EDINBURGH: In this file photo dated Oct 11, 2013, British Professor Peter Higgs smiles dur-
ing a press conference. — AP 


