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SAN SALVADOR: El Salvador, ranked
one of the most dangerous countries in
the world, has nearly halved its stagger-
ingly bloody monthly murder rate amid
a fierce crackdown on fearsome gangs.
But analysts pointed out that the num-
ber of homicides this year is still above
where it was the same time last year,
and warned that the government offen-
sive against the gangs needs to contin-
ue to break them apart. Justice and
Security Minister Mauricio Ramirez said
Thursday that the “extraordinary meas-
ures” El Salvador has employed “have
managed to reduce the crime rate by
more than 50 percent.”

Isolating gang bosses in prison,
sending in elite troops and police to
arrest gang members, and erasing gang
graffiti from the streets of at least one
town all appear to be bearing fruit.
Some 353 murders were recorded in
each of the months of May and April,
according to the Institute for Forensic
Medicine. While that is still high, it is
significantly less than the 611 homi-
cides in March, 644 in February and 740
in January. However the total number
of murders so far this year, 2,721, is still
higher than the 2,188 registered for the
same period in 2015. That underlines El

Salvador’s notoriety as the country with
the most murders per capita in the
world outside of a war zone.

Offense Needs to be ‘Sustainable’ 
El Salvador’s government in April

started its crackdown in a bid to roll
back that reputation and to challenge
the perception that it had lost control of
swathes of territory to the gangs.
Ramirez acknowledged that “to main-
tain security and the positive results so
far, we have to keep control over the
penitentiaries,” where gang bosses are
now barred from receiving visitors and
cell phone signals are blocked. Juan
Ramon Medrano, a university professor
and analyst, told AFP that the first phase
of the government’s plan to reduce the
number of murders “is working”. 

But, he said, “the current success is
going to depend on keeping up a sus-
tainable tactical offense over the dura-
tion.” No let-up should be given in the
efforts to bust the gangs’ leadership
and to prevent them winning back turf
from the authorities, he said. The head
of the national police force, Howard
Cotto, also said that, beyond the opera-
tions by the security forces, “citizen par-
ticipation in prevention tasks, such as

tip-offs,” had an important role to play.

Reliance on Soldiers 
Part of the reason El Salvador has

made progress this time against the
gangs is that it has put thousands of
soldiers onto its streets to back up the
police. The deployment helps to con-
tain gang members, who are said to
number around 70,000, of which some
13,000 are already behind bars. The
operations have resulted in the deaths
of several gang members and the arrest
of dozens on various charges. “What is
happening is a remilitarization of public
security,” an analyst, Roberto Canas,
told AFP.

Under the urban operations and
pressure of the joint army-police crack-
down, the gangs “are changing” and in
some cases are moving out to rural
areas to escape the law enforcement
heat, he said. Jannet Aguilar, director of
the Public Opinion Institute of the
University of Central America, said the
gangs “are being neutralized” but were
not disappearing from the communi-
ties they lived in. “The gangs are in a
time of falling back. But recent history
has shown that they soon manage to
get around the application of the law,

to be able to develop the illegal econo-
my they thrive on.”

A recent study by El Salvador’s cen-
tral bank estimated that the cost of the
violence in the country to the state,
households and businesses was $4 bil-
lion, or 16 percent of gross domestic
product. The government has allocated

around half that amount over the next
five years to finance its security plan,
branded “Secure El Salvador”. Late last
month, lawmakers approved a govern-
ment bond issue worth $152 million
which will go to giving pay hikes to the
police, army and prisons on the frontline
of the fight against the gangs. — AFP 

Offensive in El Salvador cuts murder rate

QUEZALTEPEQUE, El Salvador: Soldiers during a campaign to clean up graffiti
associated with the Mara Salvatrucha gang in this town 15 km from San
Salvador, in an operation to take back gang-controlled neighborhoods on June
7, 2016. — AFP 

COXCALTLAN, Mexico: Local residents carry the corpse of one of the eleven members of a family shot dead in El Mirador village in Puebla state
on Friday. — AFP 

Gunmen kill 11 from 
same family in Mexico

One of the assailant identified as rapist
PUEBLA, Mexico: Gunmen marched into a
remote mountain village in Mexico on Friday
and killed 11 members of the same family,
including two children, apparently over “person-
al conflicts”, authorities said. Five women, four
men and two girls were killed in the predawn
attack in El Mirador, a community in central
Puebla state, near Oaxaca. Two other girls were
wounded in the attack and were taken to a hos-
pital. Witnesses identified two assailants and rec-
ognized one of them as a man who allegedly
sexually abused one of the dead women nine
years ago, resulting in the birth a boy, according
to the state prosecutor’s office.

The woman’s current partner, who was killed,
was stabbed several times and had “more
wounds than the other” victims, the office said in
a statement. The two assailants fled toward
neighboring Oaxaca state. Authorities in both
states are searching for them. The hamlet is so
remote that it is only accessible on foot. “It was
an act of revenge,” said Vicente Lopez de la Vega,
mayor of Coxcatlan, the municipality that over-
sees El Mirador. “To kill 11 people like that, you
don’t have feelings. It’s alarming,” Lopez de la
Vega said.

The prosecutor’s office said the gunmen
“arrived on foot where the family was located,
fired several times and left on foot”. Pistol and
rifle bullet casings were found at the scene.
Government officials, who spoke on condition of
anonymity because they was not authorized to
speak publicly, said the attack took place inside
one home. Two witnesses have been placed
under state protection.

An official at the prosecutor’s office had earli-
er said that authorities were investigating
whether the crime was related to organized
crime or a family dispute. The village is inhabited
by Evangelicals who broke away from another
community of Catholics, El Potrero. But the may-
or said the two villages respected each other.
“It ’s a community in harmony, but things
change. There’s immigration.  Many go north of
the country and to the United States. Sometimes
when people come back the harmony is lost,”
Lopez de la Vega said.

Recent Violence 
It is the latest murder to rock Puebla, a region

that has been relatively spared the drug violence
that has plagued other parts of Mexico. In
March, an undetermined number of human
remains were found in various acid containers in
a rural area. In April, four bodies were found
inside a burnt car near Veracruz, an eastern state
beset by murders and disappearances linked to
drug cartels. Two of the bodies belonged to sis-
ters of a jailed Zetas drug cartel member,
Veracruz authorities said. That same day, three

other bodies were found in the same area near a
facility of state-run oil firm Pemex.

Late last month, four people died when gun-
men linked to fuel thefts opened fire in the vil-

lage of La Purisima, a region where rival gangs
seek to control such illegal pipeline taps. Puebla
has also seen a spate of mob lynchings of crime
suspects. —AFP 

BRASILIA: Brazil’s Dilma Rousseff said she would
call a referendum on holding early elections if she
is reinstated as president, an offer analysts saw as
a bid to sway undecided senators to help clear her
in an impeachment trial. If Rousseff survives the
Senate trial, expected to conclude in August, the
Constitution would provide for her to serve out
her term until 2018, although she would be
scarred and in a weak position to govern.
Rousseff’s proposal for early elections, which
emerged on Thursday, is seen by many political
analysts as a way out of Brazil’s political crisis
because it would subject a political class tainted
by scandal to a popular vote. Rousseff’s support-
ers have questioned the legitimacy of an interim
government led by her Vice President Michel
Temer, which is governing while she is suspended
for the duration of the trial.

Protesters took to the streets of several cities in
Brazil late on Friday in the first widespread organ-
ized demonstration against Temer. There were no
official estimates regarding the number of people
in the protests. Most participants were from leftist
parties or from movements such as the landless
rural workers. Former president Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva took part in one of the protests, in Sao Paulo.
He called on Temer to step down. “Temer, as a
constitutional lawyer you know that what you did
was not right. Give the power back to the people
and to Dilma and try to gain the Presidency in the
next election,” he said. Lula also criticized the anti-
corruption investigations against him and said
that if he felt provoked, he could decide to run for
President in 2018. He has strongly denied any
wrongdoing. Just one in 10 Brazilians view Temer’s
government positively and a majority want new
elections this year, a poll showed this week. The
survey also showed that nearly two-thirds of
Brazilians support Rousseff’s impeachment. “We
must consult the population to rebuild a constitu-
tional pact that was broken by the impeachment
process,” Rousseff said in an interview on Thursday
on government television channel TV Brasil.
Rousseff told a group of senators and political
allies on Thursday that she was open to the hold-
ing of a plebiscite for the country to decide new
elections, the Folha de S.Paulo newspaper report-
ed. The leftist leader was suspended on May 12

when the Senate voted 55-22 to put her on trial
for allegedly breaking budget laws. To block her
conviction and definitive ouster she needs five
more votes, or one-third of the Senate. Temer’s
camp has opposed the idea of early elections,
which would require a constitutional amendment
by Congress. 

A wave of scandals stemming from a corrup-
tion investigation at state oil company Petrobras
have buffeted his month-old government and
weakened the resolve to remove Rousseff among
some senators who voted for the impeachment
trial. Business leaders and investors have praised
Temer for picking a strong economic team led by
former central bank governor Finance Minister
Henrique Meirelles to rescue Brazil from a fiscal
crisis and the worst recession since the 1930s.

But his popularity has been undermined by
policy reversals and allegations by prosecutors -
based on recordings leaked to the media - that
members of his Cabinet and the leader of his
Brazilian Democratic Movement Party (PDMB)
sought to obstruct the investigation into the
massive graft scheme at Petrobras. Temer has
canceled a trip to northeastern Brazil, the first
travel plans of his interim term, in order to per-
sonally deliver a proposed constitutional
amendment to Congress on Wednesday, accord-
ing to two presidential aides who asked not to
be named. — Reuters 

Rousseff offers early 
elections referendum

SAO PAULO: Brazil’s former president Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva speaks during a rally in
support of suspended President Dilma
Rousseff and against acting President
Michel Temer on Friday. — AP 

Bolivian leader’s ex 
says love child died

LA PAZ: Bolivian President Evo Morales’s
jailed ex-girlfriend has admitted the child
he fathered with her died, changing her
story in a political telenovela that has
shocked the country, a newspaper said
Friday. The racy saga involves Morales’s
two-year relationship with Gabriela Zapata,
a high-powered executive who is now
accused of embezzlement and money
laundering.

Morales, Bolivia’s first indigenous presi-
dent, acknowledged he had a child with
Zapata, but said the boy died soon after
birth. Zapata insisted he was alive.
Confusing matters further, Vice President
Alvaro Garcia Linera and the attorney gen-
eral’s office said the baby never existed. But
Zapata herself has now told prosecutors
the child existed but died in 2009, accord-
ing to the daily Los Tiempos de
Cochabamba. She made the statement this
week, it reported. “He was born on April 30,
2007 in a private residence in La Paz,” she

reportedly said. “In reality he died on
October 2, 2009 in La Paz.”

A former manager at Chinese engineer-
ing group CAMC, Zapata, 28, has been
accused of using her ties to the president
to land $560 million in government con-
tracts for the company. The case exploded
onto the political scene just as Bolivia pre-
pared to hold a referendum on whether to
change the constitution to allow Morales,
56, to run for a fourth term. Morales, who
has been in office since 2006, went on to
lose the Feb 21 vote. He underwent court-
ordered DNA testing in April to resolve the
paternity case.

But Zapata refused to present the child
for testing, saying the state medical officials
in charge could fake the results. Amid the
scandal, Congress opened an investigation
after the government admitted Zapata
used state offices and employees to carry
out CAMC business, but ruled Morales was
not at fault. — AFP 

In sour concession speech, 
Fujimori vows to lead oppn 

LIMA: Keiko Fujimori conceded defeat
on Friday to Pedro Pablo Kuczynski in
Peru’s tightest presidential election in
decades, but she warned that her
rightwing populist party would be a
force of opposition during his term.
Fujimori, the 41-year-old daughter of
Peru’s jailed ex-authoritarian President
Alberto Fujimori, said the centrist former
investment banker Kuczynski had only
scraped together a narrow victory with
the support of “promoters of hate.”

“We wish much luck to Mr Kuczynski
and his campaign friends who will
accordingly be his allies in government,”
Fujimori said, flanked by the dozens of
incoming lawmakers who will give her
Popular Force party a solid majority in
the next Congress. “The people have
tasked Popular Force with being the
opposition,” Fujimori said. “Rest assured,
we will not fail.”

Fujimori has not yet congratulated
Kuczynski in person after the election as
per Peruvian tradition. The speech,
Fujimori’s first since Sunday’s election
after a vote-count dragged on for days,
laid bare the hostilities that could block
Kuczynski’s proposals to lower sales tax-
es and give rebates to companies that
reinvest their profits. “The first thing we
must do is to create an environment in
which we can turn the page,” Kuczynski,

a 77-year-old former prime minister and
World Bank economist, said later on local
broadcaster RPP.

Fujimori had been the favorite to win
the election just two weeks ago, but
Kuczynski made a late surge after pick-
ing up an endorsement from a leftist
r ival  and stepping up attacks as
Fujimori was stung by scandals involv-
ing her close advisers. Kuczynski’s thin
margin of victory - just tens of thou-
sands of votes - and his party’s small
presence in Congress give him one of
the weakest mandates of any recent
president in the conflict-prone copper
and gold producer.

It was the second straight loss for
Fujimori in a run-off presidential election
that many saw as a referendum on the
controversial legacy of her father. Alberto
Fujimori is now serving a 25-year sen-
tence for graft and human rights abuses
during his 1990-2000 government, but
many Peruvians credit him with quash-
ing a leftist insurgency and ending years
of hyperinflation and recession.
Kuczynski endorsed Fujimori when she
ran against President Ollanta Humala in
2011 before he became the unlikely
leader of the country ’s fierce anti-
Fujimori movement when he emerged as
her run-off rival in April. Kuczynski will
take office July 28. — Reuters 

LIMA: In this May 29, 2016 photo, presidential candidate Keiko Fujimori (right)
shakes hands with rival Pedro Pablo Kuczynski before a presidential debate. — AP 


