
WASHINGTON: US President Barack
Obama marked a big milestone Friday: His
daughter Malia graduated from high
school. Outside of the media glare, the
soon-to-be 18-year-old collected her diplo-
ma from the private Sidwell Friends School
in Northwest Washington during an out-
door ceremony warmed by sunshine. Her
father, mother and other relatives were on
hand for the big moment. The White House
barred media coverage.

Malia was 10 and longing for the puppy
her father had promised when her family
moved to the White House. She’s grown up
in the public eye ever since, getting and
shedding braces, being taught how to drive
by Secret Service agents and spending
short stints away from her parents and sis-
ter. Obama has said it hasn’t been easy

watching “one of my best friends” grow up
so fast, in front of the world. “I do a lot of
commencements around this time of year,
which I love doing, although my older
daughter is graduating this week and I will
not be able to handle that well,” he told
donors at a New York fundraiser earlier this
week. Obama has blamed his emotions for
declining an invitation to deliver Sidwell’s
commencement address as then-President
Bill Clinton did in 1997 when his daughter,
Chelsea, graduated from the same school.
“I’m going to be sitting there with dark
glasses, sobbing,” he said in February.
Malia’s younger sister, Sasha, who turned 15
on Friday, attends Sidwell, too. After Friday’s
graduation ceremony, the Obama family
celebrated over lunch at Cafe Milano in
Georgetown. — AP 

SAN FRANCISCO: Stanford law professor Michele Dauber speaks at a rally before
activists delivered over one million signatures to the California Commission on
Judicial Performance calling for the removal of Judge Aaron Persky from the bench
on Friday. — AP

WASHINGTON: US Republican presidential candi-
date Donald Trump offered a message of ethnic
harmony on Friday at a Christian evangelical con-
ference as he sought to calm concern about his
criticism of a Mexican-American judge. In a depar-
ture from his usual freewheeling style, Trump read
a carefully scripted speech from a teleprompter as
part of a new push by his campaign to tone down
the outspoken New Yorker’s harsh rhetoric.

Trump’s remarks included a wide-ranging
attack on Democratic rival Hillary Clinton, and he
said money aimed at resettling Syrian refugees in
the United States should instead be spent on
tackling poverty in US cities. Speaking to the
annual conference of the conservative Faith &
Freedom Coalition, Trump did not mention the
controversy over his charge that US District Judge
Gonzalo Curiel cannot treat him fairly because of
his Mexican heritage. But Trump did make a point
of saying he would represent all Americans if
elected president on Nov 8.

“Freedom of any kind means no one should be
judged by their race or their color and the tone of
his hue,” Trump said. “Right now, we have a very
divided nation. We’re going to bring our nation
together.” Paul Ryan, the top elected US
Republican, had criticized Trump for what he
called a “textbook definition of a racist comment”
for his remarks about the judge. Other Republican
leaders warned Trump to change his tone or risk
losing their support.

Mitt Romney, the 2012 Republican presidential
nominee who led a movement to derail Trump’s
nomination, told CNN he would not consider run-
ning for the White House. Romney blasted Trump
for comments that he said denigrated Mexicans,
women and religion. “Presidents have an impact on
the nature of our nation, and trickle-down racism,
trickle-down bigotry and trickle-down misogyny -
all these things are extraordinarily dangerous to
the heart and character of America,” he said.

Romney said he expects Trump to get the
Republican nomination, but said that he will not
vote for either Trump or Clinton. He left open the
possibility of casting a ballot for the Libertarian
Party candidate, former New Mexico Governor
Gary Johnson. As Trump sought to rally more
Republicans behind him, Clinton met with US
Senator Elizabeth Warren of Massachusetts to try
and shore up support from the left wing of the

Democratic Party. Clinton later addressed the
Planned Parenthood Action Fund, the nonpartisan
arm of the women’s health group, and had Trump
trained in her sights. “This is a man who has called
women pigs, dogs and disgusting animals, it’s
kind of hard to imagine counting on him to
respect our fundamental rights,” said Clinton, the
first woman to become the presumptive presiden-
tial nominee of a major party. Clinton leads Trump
by 11 percentage points, nearly the same as a
week ago, according to a Reuters/Ipsos poll
released on Friday.

Syrian Refugees
Trump on Friday criticized Clinton’s willing-

ness to accept thousands of Syrian refugees into
the United States and challenged her to “replace
her support for increased refugee admission” in
favor of a new jobs program for inner cities. He
stopped short of repeating his call for a tempo-
rary ban on Muslims entering the United States, a
proposal  that has drawn heavy f ire from
Republicans and Democrats.

“We have to temporarily stop this whole thing
with what’s going on with refugees where we
don’t know where they’re coming from,” Trump
said. “We have to use the money to take care of
our poorest Americans so they can come out of
this horrible situation that they’re in.”

At the funeral on Friday of boxing champion
Muhammad Ali, a convert to Islam, one speaker, a
rabbi, inveighed against politicians promoting
intolerance of Muslims. “We will not tolerate politi-
cians or anyone else putting down Muslims and
blaming Muslims for a few people,” said Rabbi
Michael Lerner, the editor of Tikkun magazine, who
said he attended the ceremony in Louisville,
Kentucky, as a representative of American Jews.

Trump said Clinton’s refusal to use the phrase
“radical Islamic terrorism” - favored by Republicans
to describe violent Islamist militants - makes her
unfit to be president. The real estate mogul’s strug-
gle to unify Republicans behind his insurgent can-
didacy was apparent at the evangelical Faith &
Freedom conference, where several speakers stu-
diously avoided speaking his name. — Reuters 
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LOS ANGELES: A high-profile sex assault
case in California reverberating across the
globe has prompted soul searching in
America and reignited a debate about rape
culture on US college campuses. The case
burst into the spotlight after the victim
made public a powerful letter to the judge
who sentenced her attacker - 20-year-old
former Stanford University student Brock
Turner - on June 2 to six months in jail on
three felony convictions.

Her harrowing 12-page account of the
Jan 2015 assault and its impact on her life -
read in court before the sentencing - lit up
the Internet within hours of being posted
online, drawing a global chorus of outrage
at the light sentence and prompting calls for
the judge to be removed from the bench.
“You don’t know me, but you’ve been inside
me, and that’s why we’re here today,” she
told her attacker in the statement read in
court. “You took away my worth, my privacy,
my energy, my time, my intimacy, my confi-
dence, my own voice, until today.”

A letter to the court by Turner’s father,
stating that the former Stanford University
swimmer did not deserve to be jailed for “20
minutes of action”, further stoked the

debate about race and privilege. The furor
even reached the nation’s capital with Vice
President Joe Biden praising the young vic-
tim as a “warrior”. The case is emblematic of
the way rape assaults are handled on US
campuses, where observers say lax policies
have created a climate of impunity and dis-
couraged victims from speaking out.

‘Still Didn’t Get Justice’ 
“In general, colleges and universities

have done a really bad job at managing
campus sexual assault, preventing it or
responding to it when it occurs,” said
Michele Dauber, a Stanford law professor
spearheading a campaign to have the
judge in the assault case recalled. Dauber,
who is a close friend of the 23-year-old
California woman targeted in the assault,
told AFP the six-month sentence given to
Turner - who is expected to serve only
three months in county jail - downplays the
seriousness of rape.

“Here we have the ‘perfect’ victim who
did everything ‘right’, going to the police,
making a formal charge and subjecting her
body to the rape exam. She even had wit-
nesses... and she still didn’t get justice,”

Dauber said. “The message this case is
sending is ‘Don’t bother calling the police,
you won’t get justice’.”

According to the National Crime
Victimization Survey, about one in six
women in the United States are victims of
sexual assault.  A 2015 study by Brown

University found that more than one in
every six women are raped during their first
year at college while too drunk or incapaci-
tated to fend off their attacker. The majority
of college-age victims - about 80 percent -
knew their attacker, surveys show.

Amy Ziering, producer of the 2015 cam-
pus rape documentary “The Hunting
Ground”, said if anything, the Stanford case
had cast the spotlight on the issue as never
before. “It has really, really raised everyone’s
consciousness in a way somewhat unprece-
dented,” she told AFP. “You have 14 million
people in five days reading someone’s letter
online and responding to it, and that is
something I’ve never seen in my lifetime,”
she added. “This has actually ignited a con-
versation I just have never seen. It has
prompted a debate about privilege, entitle-
ment and the criminal justice system.”

At Stanford University, the case has also
drawn outrage among some faculty and
students who have accused the school of a
lack of sympathy toward the victim. “The
university has still not apologized to her or
expressed any compassion toward her,”
Dauber said. “They instead praised them-
selves about how they did everything right.”

Two student-led petitions circulating online
have questioned the university’s response
and urged the school to release the names
of students responsible for sexual assault or
misconduct. Protests are also planned at
Stanford graduation ceremonies today.

Stanford officials did not reply to a
request for interviews, referring to state-
ments in which they defended their han-
dling of the Turner case and denounced
“misinformation” about the university’s role.
“Stanford University did everything within
its power to assure that justice was served in
this case,” a statement said, citing a quick
police response and referral to prosecutors.

Meanwhile Turner, who is being held in a
county jail in San Jose, California, has been
moved to protective custody out of fear for
his safety. On Friday, he was banned for life
from competing in national swim competi-
tions. Filmmaker Ziering said she was confi-
dent the outcry would lead to change in the
way rape victims are treated and often
shamed into silence. “This case is the epito-
my of rape culture in our society,” she said.
“You couldn’t get a better case. What is
hopeful to me about it, is everything that
has happened in the aftermath.” — AFP 

SAN FRANCISCO: A fledgling campaign to
recall the judge who sentenced a former
Stanford University swimmer to six months in
jail for sexually assaulting an unconscious
woman gained momentum Friday as three
prominent political consultants joined the
effort. The Recall Judge Aaron Persky cam-
paign said media consultant Joe Trippi, cam-
paign strategist John Shallman and pollster
Paul Maslin would help secure the signatures
and votes required to remove the Santa Clara
County jurist from the bench next year.

Trippi has worked for a number of
Democratic presidential candidates, while
Maslin’s clients include Gov Jerry Brown and
members of Congress. Shallman has worked
for the president of the California Senate,
who spearheaded passage of a law requiring
colleges and universities to apply a “yes
means yes” standard in sexual misconduct
cases. Persky was re-elected in an unopposed
election Tuesday, five days after sentencing
Brock Turner, 20, to six months in jail and
three years’ probation. The punishment for
the Dayton, Ohio, native ignited intense out-
cry as too lenient.

Prosecutors had argued for Turner to
spend six years in prison for three felony con-
victions that could have sent him away for 14
years. The judge said in court last week that
he followed a recommendation from the
county’s probation department and cited
Turner’s clean criminal record and the effect
the conviction will have on his life. “I have

daughters in college myself, and I find it
deeply disturbing that a judge like Persky
could let a campus predator like Turner off
with barely a slap on the wrist,” Shallman said.
“Justice is supposed to be blind - not stupid.”

A request to interview the judge wasn’t
returned Friday. A court spokesman has said
Persky is barred from commenting because
Turner is appealing his convictions of felony
assault and attempted rape. Meanwhile, a
group of California lawmakers joined
women’s rights advocates in urging the
California agency that investigates com-
plaints of judicial misconduct to take action
against Persky. Eleven Democratic state law-
makers asked the Commission on Judicial
Performance to investigate and discipline the
judge, alleging he may have engaged in mis-
conduct in sentencing Turner. The judge’s
decision “confirms what women already
knew: That rape culture blames us for being
vulnerable when crimes are committed
against us, but treats the same factors - drink-
ing, in particular - as reasons to be exceed-
ingly lenient with rapists,” Assemblywoman
Susan Talamantes Eggman of Stockton said.

The lawmakers also want District Attorney
Jeff Rosen to ask an appeals court to overturn
the sentence. But prosecutors have said they
don’t think Persky’s decision can be appealed
because it was “authorized by law and was
made by applying the correct standards”.
Rosen also has said the judge should not lose
his job because of the ruling. — AP 

Campaign to remove judge 

in Stanford rape intensifies

CARACAS: Facing mounting pressure from food
shortages, looting and increasingly violent protests,
Venezuelan authorities on Friday announced the
next stage of a recall referendum against embattled
President Nicolas Maduro. But Maduro’s camp said
it would go to the Supreme Court to contest the
process, accusing the opposition of fraud while
gathering the signatures needed to call a referen-
dum. The wranglings are part of a marathon
process to call a vote on sacking the leftist presi-
dent, whom opponents accuse of driving oil-rich
Venezuela to the brink of economic collapse.

In Washington, meanwhile, the Organization of
American States announced a special session of its

permanent council on June 23 to discuss the situa-
tion in Venezuela. The meeting was called by OAS
Secretary General Luis Almagro, who warned of an
“institutional crisis” in Venezuela that requires
“immediate changes in the actions of the execu-
tive branch”.

The National Electoral Board’s (CNE) decision to
let the recall move ahead came with a warning
from its chief, Tibisay Lucena, who told Maduro’s
opponents the proceedings would be halted if
there was any violence. After repeated opposition
protests, Lucena finally announced the CNE would
take fingerprint scans from June 20 to 24 to con-
firm the identity of people who signed the opposi-

tion’s referendum petition. The electoral board,
which the opposition accuses of dragging its feet
to protect Maduro, appeared to have caved in
after protests turned violent Thursday and left a
prominent lawmaker bloodied and beaten.

But a Maduro loyalist appointed to oversee the
process, Jorge Rodriguez, vowed to go to the
Supreme Court to stop what he called “this crime
against the constitution”. He said the opposition’s
petition, submitted on May 2 with 1.8 million sig-
natures, included dead people, children and oth-
ers ineligible to sign.

‘Emphatic’ Warning 
Protests, looting and violent crime have been

mounting in Venezuela as the country reels from
shortages of food, water, medicine and electricity.
On Thursday, police fired tear gas to break up a
protest led by lawmakers in the opposition-majority
congress, who tried to march on the CNE’s head-
quarters. It was the fourth time in recent days police
had cracked down on similar marches. A brawl
broke out and punches flew when the protesters
faced Maduro supporters.

Julio Borges, the congressional majority leader,
was attacked with clubs, punches and kicks from
Maduro backers, leaving him with a bloodied nose.
Maduro blamed the violence on his political ene-
mies and vowed to throw the “provocateurs” into
prison. Lucena, the country’s top electoral official,
also had a warning for the opposition, even as she
agreed to let them move ahead with the referen-
dum process. “We want to say very emphatically
(that) any aggression, disturbance or violence will
lead to the immediate suspension of the process
until order, peace and respect are reestablished,”
she told a press conference.

At least 200,000 people who signed the recall
referendum petition must now confirm their identi-
ty with fingerprint scans. Under the constitution,
the opposition would then have to gather four mil-
lion more signatures - 20 percent of the electorate -
to trigger a recall vote. — AFP 

Maduro recall advances, with threats

Spotlight on rape culture at US campuses

Brock Turner

RICHMOND, Virginia: Republican Presidential candidate Donald Trump ges-
tures during a rally on Friday. — AP 

Trump vows to work 

for ethnic harmony 
Presidential candidate stung by criticism

CARACAS: “La Vega” low income neighborhood residents clash with riot police during a
demonstration on Friday. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: In this April 7, 2016 photo, US President Barack Obama and his
daughter Malia walk across the South Lawn of the White House before boarding
Marine One helicopter for the short flight to Andrews Air Force Base. — AP 
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